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In an article in S9.turday Ni zht entitled "Canada Needs Better Library 
Facili ties." "i s s Janet R. Kei th points out that only about one out of 
twenty rural people and eight out of twenty town people in Canada have 
rural service. She describes how regional libraries serving units of about 
40,000 people ~ith an annual budget of ~25.000 could provide the wide 
range of reading, constant supply of new books and well-trained librarians 
which constitute f,ood library service. The need of impro vernen t of 

mUnicipal libr~ries and of more facilities for library training is stressed, 
as well as the desireability of having a National Library as a depositury 
for ~ll books published in or relating to Canada, as a research centre whi ch 
would make rare volumes and manuscripts available to scholars, and might 
carryon activities such as photostatic reproduction, compiling of a union 
catuloeue for Canada, and co-operation with UNESCO in internatio~nl lo ~nds. 

The Li br a r y s I tuet Lon in Canada also gets attention in the Toronto Star 
~e ekly , J~n. 18, 1947, whi ch says ( in partl ; 

"Ccnc.dr; is reported to ha ve gained an import ~',nt position in UNFSCO 
on ~hich Canadian cultural lenders ~re represented. ~t the r ecent meeting 
of the execut i ve of UNESCO in Paris. Canada' :; delegation occupied a. leading 
place. 

Cnnadc's role in this internntion~l cultunil or an i za t i on would be 
more effective if her own cultural s0rvicus wure bettor doveloped. The 
Dominion's aduca t i ono I services are not as wcl I o rganiz ed and distributed 
as they shoul d bo nor are thGY GxtGnded Qdoqu!~tely to the popul ~tion. An 
ex~ple is the public libr~ry servico. C anad~ is s "id to have f cwar libraries 
for its popul~tion t han any other literat e country. Only about t wenty of 
tho publ i c libraries of the Dominion come up to minimum int ernution~l

•	 stnnd r ds. Tha school servicos ~s well as the adult Gduc tion mov om0nt a r c 
hampor ed in their progress through the l ack of lib r _ry service. 
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Tho chief r OQsons for Canud~'s 1 ck of librnrios ~ ro insuffici ent 
funds a nd ~ low Gbb of public inturast in thu s crvi~o. Only two per 
cent of the nct Lon t a WGC'.lth is c s t ima tod to bo spont on pUblic schools 
.nd oven l oss thnn this is spont on libr~rios ••• 

Tho inadoquacy of public library s ervices in CBn~da is a l l tho more 
d ep Lo r r.bLc when it is c ons i.dcred th.1.t 90 % of the people Ler.v e public 
schools in their e~rly tu ~ns. It is a s t im~t8d th~t only one in t on 
persons ~ O G S boyond tho ninth grade in school. Lacking publicly• provided books a s wall, most paopl e in thi s country h~v e inadoqw·to 
opportuni t ~r to b ro.iden thoir cul turc.l horizon." 

• . .~ 

The: a t t rcc t i on into Lib r ury work of capr.b Lo .m d on t hus i a s t i c young 
people is es s crrt L tl to future developmont of librariGs. The liurarios 
al r c z dy e s t .xbLi shcd h a vo not enough t rn i.ned libra.r L ns, Gnd m.m y mor o wi l I 
be n eeded when the Gxtension of libr~ries ~hich we f Grv ently hope for ~ i l l 

come ~b ou t . Libr2ri~n8 ~ho h~vo ~ny th i ng to do ~i th young people can do 
thoir bit in this r egard--first, by b0in ~ th~ kind of librari~ n , e f f i c i ent 
nn d cheerful, who ex c i t e s admi r a t i on and D. d ee t r -e " t o b e ju.s t Lik e Ei s s 
Bl- c k " Thon if t hey ho v t oc3ll-r.tgers -e pa rt t imo hel p in the I Lbr vr y I t he y 
c un t o·.ch them e .lement o ry process es u nd g i V 0 t hem ono ugh v.,',:ciety in t h·}ir 
jobs so t ha t they wi ll g ot some idea of how many intoresting thin,,~ s thero 
~re to do in librGri es. The opportunities in the field of library work 
should b e pointod out. Books that mi ht b G helpful in this r ga r d · r e 
Al i c e KGlihGr's LIBR~RY WORKERS, G bri ef surv ~y of the ~ork of librari~ns. 

a nd ' I TH r. HIGH HE '.RT by .'_d ol e Dc Leouw , a story for young poo plo :bout 
county libr ~ry s orvice • 

. 'I'h c PubLi c Libr ry of VictorL, B.C. ha s b oon pr oa.. nt d wi t h the fir st 
t y pescript copy of tho new novcI REM ' E'2 ,vIE, D, s t o r y of ..1 Canadi en soldier 
in Engl :nd and Normandy. Tho ~utho r , Edw~ rd F. ~1 - de s Rid in his l att or 
nccomp:myin g the. gift ; Tho library h as g i ven mo s o much of my edu ca t i on If 

t.hc.t I LUll asp eo Lr-Ll.y .'.nd s orrt Imcn t eL l.y a t t a chod to it. I a l mos t Lt v.,d in 
it b : ck in the dirk thirti es when time Wf1, S ab ou t e ll one pos seased . Any v, y 
I hav o so much to t hank the Lfb r .i ry for t h.st I t ke this opportuni t,y to do it. If 

••• , ' 11; ••• 

••n invi t a t i on is ex t cridcd to .1.11 wor k i ng in or c onne c t ed wi th Lib r.xr Les 
to join the Canad Lan Idb r n ry As soc La t i on ; The r e is p r ov i s i on for institutional 
men b c r s , a rid individual members i.nc Iud i ng Li.b r-cr ians , libra ry trustees, 
a esoc Lat memb er -s ( Fri nd s of t h Library e t c . ) ":1 -:.. :'.r € still f'ar from t ho 
go~ l of 20 00 memb ers r cpr3sonting nl l t ype s of libr~ r y int erest. The r e Gr e 
now 302 indiv i duo I members -m d 98 insti t u t Lonc I mcmb e r s , with 6 i ndividual 
memb e r s ~nd 8 institutional from tho Mar i t i me s . If t .is dOGe not include 
you or your libr~ry, you ~ re ur~ed to becom e nn activ e part of this or ganization 
whi ch is wor k i ng for th o imp ro vemcn t of th ::; Lib r-ry si tuc.tion in Canad a , 

pp l. Lc e t i on fo rms rn: y be ob t a i ned from:
 
Mi s s Eliz ab~t h E. Mo r t on , Socr;tury,
 
C'nudi Bn Libr r y ~s so c i ,·. t i o n
 

74 St ,,-nl oy Avonue , o t t cwc , Cz.n sd. •
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EOOK5:-/:------THE FR. •.:-CHI SE OF THE }HLD 
by 

Dr. J . J. Tompkins, in th o ~ ri t im6 Co-oper~tor 

I 'J E SUfllG tnt our co-oportivG mov cmont . if it i s t o liv o up to its
 
possibiliti es .nd r os jo:lsibilities, must bnsa its pr og r ~m on the economi c ,
 
i ntolloctu 1 . nd mor .l devol opmen t of it s member-a. 1,1"0 us · d to s c.,y t h ',t it
 
W~~ E b r.s ed on Ju s t Lce-c--one of t h pr ime rcqu i s i tes of .:ny socioty-- .:nd 0!1
 

Ch ~rity, whi c h in this caso me ~nt tho pr 'ctiss of t he works of mercy, ~h en
 

.i nd whe r ccl l ed for. Chnr i t y in thi s c onnec t i on mems he Loi ng peopl e to
 
h el p t hemselves.
 

To t nko on t , p ro g r r.m of e c onomt c Ln t eLl ectur.I .. nd mori l d evelopment
 
me~ ns a l ~rg o ~nd comprehensive ord er--~ nd r equires ~n educetion~l "ge ney
 
not confined to individuals or even groups nod a fund of kno~led~e not
 
usu ~lly c Jrri ed around in one' s hGt.
 

This iB ~he r e boo s e nd libr~ries ~ud librQriuns come in to the co
operative picture. I b~liev 8 th t libr~ries should be mor e co nc erned t na n 
they a r e ~t pros ~nt ~ith thi s a spe c t of deve l opment but fir st of : 11 that 
poo pl e should be more conc erned ~ i t h tho rol G of the libr~ry in the diffusion 
of knowl sd ge arid the cn c our-ig emen t of co-opor ·t i vo ent er pr i s e . 

ThG fruits of trio mind m d spirit must become t he common property not
 
of Lnt ol Lec turl s only, but of mon a nd women e v e rywhcr e , This can be don a
 
on ly if educat i on is un i vorsally sha r ed and scientific progress made ,-, v:.il 

ib I e to a I I through books .rn d Li.b r ur i as , 

T~ ~o La t o W.Jndcl l ;':i l l kie m.id e o· r r t hcr pertinent s t ut emen t when our
 
seve r c I countri es wer e in tho midst of w.:r. He dec Lerud ; "D••less Ed to ns
 
a nd C::mc.di ans and Russ i an s nd Onl neae and b."lorici1ns a nd all our fi ghting
 
llios---find the i nstrlli~~nt~litie s r d ths n1et hods of co-oporitivG effort
 

_fter tho wa r , "; , t he p eo pl e , have f'c i Led our time and our gene r a t i on . \I
 

" , ::: must es t .ib l i sh beyond any doubt the equality of mono J.:::d we s huLl 
find this equality, not i n t he different t ~lents Vihi ch we sev orally po s sess, 
nor in the differont i ncomes whi ch we s everally e ~ rn , but in the gr e! t 
franchise of th : mind, the univ 8rs~1 franchise. whi ch is bounded neither 
by color. nor creod, nor by soci nl st ~tus. Open the books, if YOQ wish 
to b~ frae. " 

Bc.t bef'o r e the boo ks can bo oponed , they must be made a va i l cbLe and 
a cc es s i bl e to ~ l l through some s y~t a of libr~~y s6rvice. 

'Ii _ ur e r ern i nded too, of the r ecen t st .e t ement of Da vLd Li Li ant .hc L, 
cha l rmz.n and dcs Lgncr of the nov f · OUE Tenncss e V':ll oy pr oj oc t : "T' e peo pl o 
•••• cr.n no more build thi s r ion wi t hout books tho n ,:: c s: (,t d -un c. .n be 
built wi t hout " solid f'ound a t i on in th:; oa r t h , Books g i ve ono m n out of 
his cxpvr i enc ~ nd skill, p O~ Gr tO ,to, ch his nei ~hb ours how to build up t he 
region'", soi l--out of whi ch gr ow not on I: g r .vaaas ..nd woodLan ds but ~ I'r oa r 
and mor c hum' nc community." 
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A C\~ "5 ~l f~ c ~; l "c ~ r db le Y"Y) 

The classification of Canadian books confronts us ~ith a problem th ~t has
 
received much diversity of treatment. Librarians ha ve no unifor~ rul es to
 
follow in decid:ng whether books ~ith a Canadian slant, whi ch are not t ~ken
 

care of in the classification scheme, should h ~ve some mark to indicate that
 
characteristic. '1re asked some Mariti ,e librarians fo r their opinions and
 
pr actices in this mat t er and pr e se n t t he i r contributions, wh ic h we hope v. i l L
 
lead to further discussion of the question.
 

Mi s s Estelle M. A. Vaughan of the S ~int John Free Public Library report s: 
" e have tried various schemes, but now the Canad i ana is se parated only by 
the classification numbars , \e did put a small "c" on the books written by 
Canadians, not on Canadian subjects, but in the course of time that was dropped. 
·Ve use 819 for Canadi an litera.ture

819.1 Poetry 
819.3 Fiction ( we class fiction as the Library of Congress does) 
819.4. Essays 
819.5 Ordory
 
819,6 Letters
 
819,7 Humour
 
819!8 ii see l Lan e ous
 

In our Fe f e r ence collection we shelve Americuna ~ nd Canadi an a top-ether;
 
it is so d ifficult to separate them. '{I e use the Toronto Public Library
 
classification for Can&di na as when we st ~rt ~d to re-catalogue, Dewey was
 
Lnad eq U IJ. t e. :I
 

~i r . j.I. P. Boone, Acadia. Universi t } Library tells of his experience '" ith
 
Canadiana in different libraries;
 

" ii. t t he Onta r i o College of Education Li br c ry , the De.... ey Deci rns I Classi
fication ~as used, and all the Canadi an m~teri dl ~ as put in its nonnal place 
in the system and shelved ~ith the main Collection. At the Univ ersity of 
Sa s ka t chewan Library there was a special collection of CanadiaD ~ ca l l e ' the 
Shor t t Library. This wa s classified by L. C. the syst em which t he Un i v. of 
S skstch wan is using at the pres ~nt time. Over the c ~ll nwnb€r t he or d 
hortt w: s typed in order to keep this collection s epa r ate from the ma i n 

coll ection. All the other Canad Iun mut cr i a I was s hel v .d v. i t h the mai n collection. 

Here t Ac&dia we ha vo t ~o speci "l coll~ctions of Canadiuna, tho Dennis 
Collection I chi ~fly Canadi ~n history) ~n d thG Log ~n Collection of Canudian 
Literature. Thos e t ~o coll ections r ~ classifi3d by Dewey and there is a 
lettor IIA II pl a cod above t he call numb er , This wa s don e to keep t h S I;; c ol l ec t i.o r S 

aopa r a t c f rom t he main librury collection wh on tho v halo libr ry WIlS cla ssi 
fied by the Don 1Y sys t im , Our Libr-nry i s nov; ol c ae i f i cd by tho L.G. syatem 
[wi th the oxcopt Ion of the ma t cr Lo.I thl" t r em.i Ins to be r ecLaas i f'Lcd }, The 
Logan Coll ection and the Denni s Coll ection a re to r em ..in in Dowoy . Unf'or tune
~tG ly ~hcn the D~wey c ~t~lo gue w~s fir st started, the 5x12 . 5 cm. c ~rds wer e 
used , so, of course, U ) c s.n not int e:rfile the t \ 0 c t 10 ues , Thi s is a r 32..1 
probl em si nc e we m ve to ha ve ma t e r.i c I on Caned in t 0 s epa r .. t e ca t zl ogues, 

As y ou ' i l l no doubt bo n war • our problem is whr.t to do with current 
c cccs s Ions .o f' Cs-n"dian me.te r I al , sinc e the Dennis Collection is e. c l oa ed 
collection. ~ s ~ result our I _t ar mQtarial on C ~n3d ~ is pl ~ced in L. C. &nd 
shel VGd with the mei n co l Loc t ton. h owvv.:: r , wo still put Canad i an 1it er ". titre 
wi t h th~ Lo g~n CollGction. 
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Person- lly, I wou .L d prefer to see t ho bo oks on Cllno.du a rid by Cuna d i ::.n s 
classifi ed i n t hei r no rmc.I p l a c c and s he lved wi t h t h e maLn coll ec t ion . Of 
cours a, s pecial c ollections by t heir very n~ tur 8 h~v a t o b e tr e~to d d if f orent l y . 
I f t he Canad i an mnter i ~ l i s di s tingUi shed by some d i st inc t i ve ma rk , it s a ~ms 

to me t hrt it makes a problem in s he l v ing . I d o not thi nk th c t people .... ill 
us e t ho c ~tnlo gu 8 nearly so much t o fi nd mQte r i a l i f s pec i u l m ~t Jr i <:l i s 
she l vod i n s pec i nI p l a ce s in t ho L1 bra ry , and I f or one o.m 3. firm b e l i evc r 
i n tho us e of the cu t a Lo gue f or Lo c a t i ng met ari !.:.l in the 1 1b r e r y. Of course 
the pr oc od dng a t ... t em..; nt prc su ppoSGS open s t . ck p r i v i Le ge s f or t he s t udent s . " 

From Dr.Lhous i e Univers i t y, Hi ss IvI1:.ry Fra s er ::.nd Hi s s Do ro t hy Mcf~ y 
r eport : 

" At DeLhous i e Uni varsity the poli cy fo r c ., tz,l og uing boo k s b;)' Co.ru.: d i an s , 
boo ks bout C",n:·dtl. .: nd books pub l Lshcd in Canad s is no t ve ry c Le zr Ly de
fi nod and ov er a peri od of Y8v.r s it s eems t o h...ve b e en D. s om wna t ch cwgi!llg 
policy. For n numb or of ye ·'.r s it ha d n ppe r e rit l y b e en t h e pro c t i c c to pu t 
e very t h i n g i n t h e ab ove c r. tegor ies i n "Ca nad i a n- ;" , Tnt: o r d i na ry cl a ssifi
ci t i on schemo W'lS f'o Ll owod end i n a dd i t i on the boo ks we r c murk d "Ca n '"; 
indic ~ti ng a spec i ~l c ol lec t ion . B_t befor 8 thi t po licy was 0 doptG d t h ey 
rcc e i ved n o s p ec L .l t r ertmorrt , h en c o m.ny errLi e r C~n din bo ok s a r z f ound 
shelved ~ i th the gGn6 r~ 1 coll ection. It has be en f elt f or somo time t h~ t 

neither pr~ctic e was s ~ti s f ~ctory, a nd the proc oGure in rec ent YG0 r S has b e en 
to d Lar cgr.rd t he C..nad i an a ng l e , GXC ,-,p t in t he f i elds of li t or a t u r o and 
history, a nd to Cl 1ls sify and s holv 8 thes e books ~ i t h ths ma i n co ll ec ti on. 

Unn vc us s e ry divi si on i nto co llec t i ons 89pl',ntoly s hs l ved t en ds t o i nter
f ere with t h o smooth functioni ng of t he Ll b r -ar y t s s e rv ic e -nd i s t o b .: 
nvoi ded &s much as pos s i b l e . Re·thar t han bei ng e l l - i n c l us i ve sh ou ld not 
"C..,.na.di ana tl i n J. gone r cI uni ve r si t y 1 ibra ry b e h istori c a lly import ant be
c ~u so of i ts ea r l y i mprint or beca use of it s value a s s ou r c e mat erial? 
Wou l d it be f aa sibl e t~ a dopt s ome d ofinit e date, poss ib ly 186 7, as a 
demarcation point ? 

At D-.lhous i a we are f ortunat e i n ha v i n g o. sma l I bu t va l uab l e coll ec tion 
of e a r Ly Cun xd i.cn books and pamph l e t s , and ma t c r i a l of this natu r e would 
aL way s b e t he basis of wha t shou l d acc ura tely be caLl ed "Cruad i ana "; 

··,I e u r e i ntere st ed i n hec r i ng wh a t t r e u t ment Ls gi ven C·,i'.adi .::. n book s i n 
other libr2ri es, so t h8t by pooling our ideos wo mBy ~ o rk out so me re~l ly 

s u t i sf'cc t ory method of proc odu r e .." 

T;.es c Lfb r n r-L ans s eem to agree t hs t ma ki ng a spec ial coll ect io n of C",llld ian' 
books i s undesirDble, and to a c ert&in d egre e I g r e e ~ i th t hem. 

-
Tue Pri nc e E..:iwnI d L Land 11 bra r Lc s i'. t the ou t s o t a.dopt e d the p ra c t ic e of 

marking a ll book s by C,nadLll1s.nd ab out Cna-da wi t h a "e :. a nd s helving t hom 
sop a r s t ely. 'I'u i s s am -time s ke p t apar-t boo k s ....hi ch wouLd be be t tcr to gethe r;• 
6. 17. 5t .:Jphen L :~. c o ck'tl " . '- o Lsco ve r of E · tel:~ i1d . would not be wi t h ot herI: II 

books on K-'t;Lnd . GG n er r. lly it do es not mc t t c r w a t c oun t ry the author of 
a pr ~ c t i c o l b ~~~t a s one on r ~dio or drc s ~ ki ng co me s f r om; but i n other• 
C~ S DS it mi ght a dd to t he i nt erest or u sef~ lne s s of Q boo k if on e could tell 
.c.t :, g L nc e t .na t i t ,, ' s wr t t t sn by ;:, Oanud i an , I .un t hinking of subjec ts t ha t 
migh t b e nf'f' ec t ed by ou r climr.te or cu l ture or sys t em of .ove mmen t such as 
ga r dening , ru ru oI s c hooLc t e.ich dng , so c i r.I wo rk , e t c , And fo r me b ooks 
l t k e Rob srt Fontdn e' s The h ~ppy time r nd E . M. t i c nar dso n t s ~' I e k e e') a l L"ht 
h "O " ~ nn ".ddGdfl [~ v o r b e rcus e t h ey d e,:' 1 ,.;i t h life i n C ::.m~d c. . Ordin.r.r f ly t h eir 
c l ~ s s i fi c ~ t i on ~o ul d not i ndicct e thi s t o the r e ode r . I wond~ r if u compromi s e 
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could be msde-hav Ln g "C" add ed to the c La as i f'Lc at Lcn numbar for boo ke such 
a s these, and t h8 ~ ) o ok E: and shelf-list c srds pl cced in t he m.i i n c ol Lec t Loa 

'i e would be interest ed in h av i n: the vi ewe of. other Libr-a r Lans on t h i s 
sub,ject. If you will send th em to the Editor, the discussion oan be 
continued in the next Bul l et i ng . 

Doro thy Cull en 

, 

, 
r ep r i rrt ed from t he On t a r i o Li b r a ry h9vi ew. 

Ca ud.i an librarians ever yvhe re sre press i rig fo r e. l Tb. t i on ~'. l Li b r .i ry in 
Ott ewa. To the ~ o r ld in gener2l this m' ] seem to be no more t h ~n evi d ~ nce 

of t:. norma l ro f'e s s i onol amb i tion. '.1B. t could be mo r e n.. turrl t hon t h ~l n 

lib n .ri ns should wish to see in Utt '.·wa 2. gr e : t newl i brc ry bu i Ldi ng , t eeming 
wi th boo ks-cand , i a ci de nt e l l y , wi t h we ll - ];!'. i d momb e rs of their p ro f es s Lon ? 

.sc tue Lly , C, nr.d: s li b r e r i ans a r e much mor t 0.1 tir u i s t i,c th ~' n t h ey pr ob r b Ly 
" pp ee. r ~ I'hey cre convinced th a t they a r e a s ' i ng lC T ME:'::':·~ Y r OB. 30~!E T ~UN'G 

NE" " BLTT FOR so~· : .:~rIU1 TG TH: T IS VE:RY lTEC E.S3}.RY. They a r e deeply co nce r ne d 
bec~us e t hi. gs a re not bei ng done t h:t, in t heir considered opinion, only a 
Na t i one.I Libre.ry cn n do. 

In this 2t omi c a~ e books h£:.ve suddenly bec offi 6 morE t h~n ever vit ~l to the 
\te l f~ r o of a nc t i on , liThe ~.::. r ll . in the wor ds of Luther L . Evo;"1SJ Lf.b rarLm 
of ConD'ress. "h",s demonstrc. cd beyo ad q:l8s t i on t h:t 'not l edf 8 ?:a ~C I S'E 

Ki.'O· T.J DC-E . must b e tho b as Ls of ell Gove rnmen t<;. l polic i es 'lnd p r Lv at e 
pr o r £ms ; th ~t knowl edge h~s b ec ame eo ex tens i ve ~nd complicat ed in our 
modern :or l d th e r e can b8 no hope of controlli ng it exc ept in t erms of 
r o ~t r~s r ch libr ~ri e s gi vin , ~ hi Ghly r es ponsive s er vi ce a t ~ l l points 

rhe re pr ogr cms a r e d ev e Lo ped .i n d polici es d c c i dod. " 

Acting upon this conviction . th 6 Libr ~r y of ConGress is pl~nni il~ . both 
for it self and for ot her gr ea t librari es in the U nit ~d 5t ~tG s, thG syst am ~.ic 

ncqui s i t i on of pr i n t ed m~t er i ~l fr om - 11 t ho wor ld ' s !l ~ t i ons upon ~ sc~l G 

nevor bef or e dreamed of. 

As ~n3rgi ae wor l d power , C&nad a ha s ~ co rr o s pondi ~g ne6d for boo ks, ~ nd 

for mor a oxtensive book coll ctions upo n ~h i c h to b ild. Ott~ . ~ t eems wi t h 
li br ~ri ~s, but their int erosts aro sp ci~li z ~d, ~nd t hey oporat e in virtu~l 

indepondence of ono en ot hor . It is i g t li. c th ~t it b OCillm 8 someona's 
business to ",s s es s t.heae coll ections, .md sUP.:91 merit t hom i n ,~ gr oa t ne • • Na t LonuL Library. ' IE NEED TO ~ O ILIZE 'I'HE 300K _E50U3.CES NO-r. O:~~L ,:( 'i' r ' 
N TION S C.~PI'II)..L, '31J11 OF J...LL 'r HE N"..T lOi~ ' S ~i JO R LI B.tL"-~ I S ? so t h..t ono 
s Ingl e ·::gency ..... ill be in .:l. positio n to S 0 ..: whe r o Vie ::er e weak .i nd wher c 'r. (} 

a r e stroll , and be ab l e to s y instantly whar ; eny Lnf'o r rav t i on t.ha t is 
naoded m ~y be found. 



--- 7 ---

Evon the s e f'ow v: or ds sug' s es t anot h ar m..j or function t hr t could be 
pe r f'ormsd bi ti IT . t i ons l Libr,ry- '. centr:.liz .... d Lnf'o rm.i t i on s e r vi c o, 1L ny 
offic os now ans e r questions, but they ~ r o llinited in t heir r esources 
or in the fi81ds withi n whi ch t hey e. r e qur.Lt f'L od to s pe. .k , A Nr t i on.i l 
Libr ~ry could act ~ s a c cntr~l cl a~rina house, ~hos a business it woul d 
be to kno~ wh r o specific d..t a of ~ hundred kinds could b8 secu r ed mos t 
e ~ sily zrid aut ho r I k . ti v al ~r; and in the pr oc es s it could a swer many 
routine questions from its o ~n fi1 08 and so S2ve the v ~lu~bl e time of

•	 tochnicnl a g0nc i cs . Such a cl o~ring hous e would be equ~lly v , : lu~blc 

to tho m-.n in the of'f Lce neat door, en d to the ci t i zcn ~~ t t ho other end 
of t he Dominion; once i nstituted, th e conv an i once «nd us e f' u Lr ees of its 
s ~rvices ~ould be inst~ntly app~ ra1 t . 

Any nlli~b er of more s peciali zed functions s pr i ng to mind. To quot e only 
one examp1 3 , C nad Lan s 2. r e still wLthout ..ny r ogul c r or c ompl ot e hi story of 
tho puolicr.tions of the various dep,:rtments of their ~~t i on2 1 gov0r nme nt . 
The existonc e of such a list should be t~k Dn for gr~ nt 8d, for without it 
mr.ny ~ va Iuab l e r eport f t,ils to r each more t hnn t: fr .c t i on of the people 
~h o could m~k 6 go? d US G of it. A N ~ t i o n~ l Lib r~ry , whi ch :oul d re ce i ve as 
; metter of cour s e copi es of a l l offici ~l public -tions, could pr oduce 
such ~ list 2 S ~ routine m usur a . 

Nor mus t we forg t t h~t tho influonc o of such a libr~ry ~ ould b e f alt 
liter ~.lly from COE'.st to coa s t . Io r o t han fivo mi ll i on C',l1 .:.di ans a r ; still 
without Li.b r r.r s ervice of n-ny sort, and a Lt.hougn t.hc ac t ua l or gan t zc t Lon of 
loc~l librdry services is a m~tt or for t he provinces, a c 8ntr ~1 cl a r i ng 
hous e for Lnf'o rmat Lo n a nd advi ce would aes is t gr \J F. .t l y to keop the whole 
sit~ .tion in pro ger perspective, Furthermoro, just a s the l ars er provincial 
libr~ries ~dd gr o ~ t l y to the effoctiv enes s of loc ~l lib~~rios by stalding 
behind thorn when occzs I on .r i ses , and gi vi ng t h em the onef i t of t ho t r 
spoc t oLi.zod per s onnel e rn gr e: t sto cks of books, so -':'. N t i onol Lfb r a ry 
could t ' ke its pl co a s ~ court of l ~ st r esort for the n ot i on ' s libr ~ri es 
r : s	 . wh oL s ,
 

•
 
Bvcr y t rapo r't vn t m t i on in t ho wor l d oxcop t C".ILd". now hr.s r: Na t i onr.I 

Lfb r nry , So:ne of t hem h ·.V0 b on func t Lcni n for c onturios. Evon though 
Oa na d i. an librc.ri «ns ffi.". ~' be "i.nt er eat cd pnr t t os", su ro I y their c rus -ido is in 
t h e int erests of the nc.tion, c.s woH a s t hai r own, In xay c vcnt , if th(ij 
~re ~ro ng , t hey , r c wrong in good comp,ny. 

---- ._------------


