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EDITORI:L COMIENTS

In an artiele in Saturday Night entitled "Canada Needs Better Library
Facilities." Miss Janet R. Keith points out that only about one out of
twenty rural people and eight out of twenty town people in Canada have
rural service. ©She describes how regional libraries serving units of about
40,000 people with an annual budget of $25.000 could provide the wide
range of reading, constant supply of new books and well-trained librarians

which constitute good library service. The need of improvement of
minicipal libraries and of more facilities for library training is stressed,
as well as the desireability of having a National Library as & depositary
for all books published in or relating to Canadea, as & research centre which
would make rare volumes and manuscripts available to scholars, and might
carry on activities such as photostatic reproduction, compiling of a union
catelogue for Cenade, and co-operation with UNESCO in internatiosnl loands.

The library situztion in Canada also gets attention in the Toronto Star
Weekly, Jan. 18, 1947, which says ( in part):

"Cannda is reported to have gained an important position in UNESCO
on which Canadian cultural leaders are represented. At the recent meeting
of the executive of UNESCO in Paris. Canada's delegation occupied a leading
place,

Canada's role in this internationcl cultural orgonization would be
more effective if her own cultural services wcere better developed., The
Dominion's educntional services are not as wecll organized and distributed
as they should be nor are they extended adoguately to the population. 4n
excmple is the public library service. Canado is spid to have fewer librarics
for its population than any other litecrate country. Only about twenty of
the public libraries of the Dominion come up to minimum international
standards. The school servicecs as well as the adult cducation movemsnt are
hampcred in their progrcss through the lack of library service.
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The chicef rcoasons for Canada's lack of libraries arc insufficient
funds end & low cbb of public intorest in the service. Only two per
cent of the nction's wealth is estimated to bc spent on public schools
nnd even léss than this is spont on librarics,..

Tho insdequacy of public library scrvices in Cen-da is 21l the more
deplorzbls when it is comsidored that 90% of the people lecve public
schools in their ecrly tcoins. It is estimated that only one in ten
persone zoes beyond the ninth grade in school. Lacking publicly
provided books a2s wecll, most psople in this countrv h-ve inadequ: te
opprortunity to broaden their cultural horizon."
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The attr-ction into library work of caprblc »nd cnthusiastic young
pcopls is esscntil to future development of librarics. The licrarics
alrcody estoblished have not snough trained librarisns, cnd meny more will
be necded when the cxtension of libraries which we fervently hope for will
come cbout. Libroricns who have anything to do with young people can do
their bit in this regerd--first, by being the kind of libraricn, efficient
and cheerful, who gxcites admiration and & desire "to be just like liiss
Bl-ck" Then if they have teen-ugerse (& part time help in the library, they
cun tesch them elementary processes wund gilve them cnough voriety in theair
jobs so that they will got some idea of how many interesting thinse therc
are to do in libreriess. The opportunities in the field of library work
should be pointcd out. Books that might be helpful in this regard ~re
alice Keliher's LIBR4RY WORKERS, a bricf survey of the work of librariuns,
and " ITH 4 HIGH HE'RT by ‘dcle De Leeuw, a story for young pcople -bout
county library scrvicc.

- The Public Library of Victoriz, B.C. has becn prescnted with the first
typescript copy of the new novel RIMABER UE, a story of a Canadien soldicr
in Englond and Normandy. The asuthor, Edward F. lle-de said in his lctter
accompanying thc gift: * The library has given me so much of my education
that I azm especizlly 2nd sentimcntally attached to it. I zlmost lived in
it bsck in the dork thirtics when time was sbout £11 onc possessed. Anyv.y
I have so much to thank the library for that I t ke this opportunity to do it.'
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An invitation is extendzd to all working in or connected with libruries
to join the Canadian Library Association., Thcre is provision for institutional
membecrs, and individual members including libroriansg, library trustecs,
associsnte members | Friends of the Library etc.) We are still fer from the
goal of 2000 members rcpresenting all typss of library interest, Therc are
now 302 individu~sl members =nd 98 institutionz2l mombers, with 6 individual
members and 8 institutionsl from the Maritimes. If this doss not include
you or your library, you zre urged to bocome an active part of this organization
which is working for the improvemcnt of ths libr-ry situction in Canad:.
Lpplic=tion forms m 'y be obtained from :
Miss Elizaboeth H. Morton, Sccritory,
Conadian Library Associstion
74 Stanley Avenue, Ottawa, Consoda,



BOOKSf¥f ————— THE FR.:CHISE OF THE MILD
by
Dr. J. J. Tompkins, in the Maritime Co-oper-tor

I aesume th't our co-oper tive movement, if it is to live up to its
possibilities ind rcsponsibilities, must base 1ts progrom on the &conomic,
intellecturl 2nd mor.1l deveclopment of its members. e usod to ssy thit it
wag bnsed on Justiceg--one of the prime requisites of :ny socicty--znd on
Chrrity, which in this case me-nt the pr-ctise of the works of mercy, when
and where czlled for., Charity in this connection me:ns helping pceoplc to

help themselves.

To tzke on 2 program of sconomic intellectusl #nd mor-l development
mezns a large and comprehensive order--ond requires an educetional azency
not confined to individuals or even groups and a fund of knowledge not
usuilly corried around in one's hat.

This is wherc books rnd libraries nnd librorians come in to the co-
operative picture. I believe that libraries should be more concerned tnan
they are at prescnt with this aspect of development but first of 211 that
people should be more concerned with the rolc of the library in the diffusion
of knowledge znd the cncourigement of co-oper tive enterprise,

The fruits of thc mind and spirit must become thc common property not
of intellectuzls only, but of mon 2nd women everywhore. This can be dons
only if education is universelly shared and scientific progress made ~vail-
tble to all through books :nd libraries.

Tiae late Wendell %illkie made o rether pertinent statement when our
several countrics were in the midst of wer. He declared: "U.less Britons
end Cansdians and Russians and Chinese and Auericans and all our fighting
allieg---find the instrumentalities und ths methods of co-oparitive effort
after the war, we, the people, hnve foiled our time and our generation.

" Wo must establish beyond any doubt the equality of men. 4Lnd we sholl
find this equality, not in the different teclents which we severally possess,
nor in the different incomes which we severally es2rn, but in the grest
franchise of thc mind, the universal franchise, which is bounded ncither
by color, nor creed, nor by social st tus. Open the books, if you wis

to be free. "

But before the books can bs opensd, they must be made available and
acecessible to a2ll through some system of library service.

e nrc rominded too, of the rocent statement of Duvid Lilienthal,
chairmzn and designer of the now famous Tennessee V:illay project:"The peoplc
eeseCil N0 more build this region without books th-n 2 zreat dsm cen be
built without = solid foundcotion in tho earth. Booke give one mn out of
his exporience -nd sekill, powcr to tcoch his neizhbours how to build up the

region's soil--out of which zrow not only gr.sses and woodlaonde but a frosr
and more humanc community."
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The classification of Canadian books confronts us with a problem that has
received much diversity of trestment. Librarians have no uniform rules to
follow in deciding whether books with a Canadien slant, which are not teken
cere of in the classification scheme, should hzve some mark to indicate that
characteristic. Ve asked some Mariti e librarians for their opinions and
practices in this matter =nd present their contributions, which we hope will
lead to further discussion of the question.

Miss Estelle 1i. A. Vaughan of the Saint John Free Public Library reports:
" We have tried various schemes, but now the Canadiana is separated only by
the classification numbers. We did put a small "c" on the books written by
Canadians, not on Canadian subjects, but in the course of time that was dropoved.
e use 819 for Canadien literature-
819.1 Poetry
819.3 Fiction { we class fiction as the Library of Congress does)
819,4. Essays
8l9;5 Orstory
819,6 Letters
819,7 Humour
819,8 Miseellaneous

In our Feference collection we shelve Americsna nnd Canadiana toréther;
it ie so difficult to separate them. We use the Toronto Public Library
clascification for Canadiana as when we startzd to re-catalogue, Dewsy was
inadequate.”

Mr, M. P. Boone, Acadia University Library tells of his experience with
Canadiana in different libraries:

" 4t the Ontario College of Education Library, the Dewey Decim:l Classi-
fication wae used, and all the Canadian material was put in its normal place
in the systom and shelved with the main collection. &£t the University of
Saskatchewan Library there was & speciel collection of Canadian. called the
Shortt Library. This was classified by L. C. +the eystem which the Univ, of
Saskstchewsen is using at the pres.nt time. Over the call number the word
Shortt w:is typed in ordcr to keep this collection separate from the main
collection. All the other Canadian material was shelv:d with the main collection.

Here at Acadia we have two specisl collections of Canadiana, the Dennis
Collection ( chicfly Canadiszn history) and the Lozsn Collection of Canadian
Literature. These two collections arc clagsificd by Dewey and there is a
letter "A" placed above the call number. This was dons to keep these collections
separate from the main library collection when the whole library was classi-
fied by the Dewey systom. Our library is now classificd by the L.C. system
(with the cxception of the matcrial that rem:ins to be reclassified). The
Logan Collection and the Dennis Cellection arc to rem .in in Dewey., Unfortune
etely when the Dowey cotalogue was first started, the 5x12,5 cm. cards were
used, so, of course, we cx«n not interfils the two catalogues. This is & real
problem since we hove to hove material on Canad: in two seper.te catzlozues.

As you will no doubt be aware, our problem is what to do with current
accessions .of Canvdian material, since the Dennis Collection is a cloessad
collection. 4g& 2 result our latcr material on Canada is placed in L. C, and
shelved with the moin collection. Howsvor, we still put Canadizn literature
with ths Lognn Collsction.
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Person:1ly, I would prefer to see the books on Cinada znd by Canadiuns
classified in their normel placc and shelved with the mein collsction. Of
course, special collections by thelr very nzture heve to be tréated differently.
If the Canadisn materizl is distinguished by some distinctive mark. it sscms
to me thot it makes a problem in shelving. I do not think thzt people will
use the cotalogue nearly so much to find material if special matericl is
shelved in special places in the Library, and I for one am 2 firm believer
in the use of the catalogue for locating metericl in the Librzry. Of course
the precodineg statemcnt presupposes open st-ck privileges for the students."

From Dzlhousie University, Miss Mary Fraser :nd ifiss Dorothy Mck y
reporte.

" At Dulhousie University the policy for c.taloguing books by Canzdians,
books about Cannda -nd books published in Canad: is not very cle:rly de-
fined and over a period of yecars it seems to h.ve been a somecwhat changing
policy. For a number of ye~rs it had apparently becn the practice to put
gverything in the above categories in "Canadiaznn". Tae ordinary classifi-
c.tion schemc was followed »nd in addition the books were marked “Can",
indic ting o specizl collection. Bt before thit policy was adopted they
received no specinl trestmont, hence many ernrlier Can.di n books arc found
shelved with the general collection. It has becn felt for somc time thet
neither practice was sotisfactory, and the proceuare in recent years has been
to disregord the C.nadian angle, exccpt in the fields of literature and
history, and to classify and shelve these books with the main collection.

Unnzcesszry division into collections soperztcly shslved tends to inter-
fere with the smooth functioning of the library's service -nd is to bc
avoided as much as possible. R-ther than being sll-inclusive should not-
"C-nadiana" in a gensral university library be historically important be-
czuse of its early imprint or because of its value as source material?

Would it be foasiblc to adopt some definite date, possibly 1867, as =z
demarcation point?

At D-.lhousic we are fortunate in having a emzll but valuable collsction
of early Canzdiasn books and pamphlets, and matcrial of this nature would
always be the basis of what should accurately be called "Cr.adiana'.

We ere interested in hearing whet treatment is given Crnadien books in
other libraries, so that by pooling our ideess we may vork out some reclly
satisfactory method of procedures."

These librarians seem to agree that making a special collection of C-.adian
booke is undesirable, and to a certain degree I gree with them.

Tie Prince Bdward I-land Libreries 2t the outset adopted the practice of
marking all books by C:nadians and about C nada with a "C" and shelving them
separately. Tuis sometimes kept apart books which would be bettsr tosether;
€. g. Stophen Lezcock's " 117 uiscover of BEizlznd.™ would not be with other
books on Eu:land., Generzlly it does not matter what country the author of
2 practicnlbﬁﬁéh as one on radio or @ressmaking comss from; but in other
c ses it might add to the interest or usefulness of 2 book if one could tell
at a gl.nce that it w-s written by & Canedi:n. I am thinking of subjects that
might be affected by our climcte or culture or system of sovernment such as
gardening, rurusl school-teaching, soci-l work, ctc. And for me books
like Robert Fonterine's The happy time =nd E. M. sichardsou's we keevn a lizht
h=v¢ an addedflavor bercuss they deal with life in Cansda. Ordincrily thelir
cleggifi cotion would not indicate this to the re der. I wonder if 2 compromise
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could be mede-havinz "C" added to the classification number for books such
as these, and the “Yooke and shelf-list c:rds plzced in the m.in collectionm

We would be interestsd in havin: the views of other libraricns on this
subject. +4f you will send them to the Editor, the discussion can be

continued in the next Zulleting.
Dorothy Cullen

WHY ASK PFOR 4 N.TIOW.L LIBRAKY
reprinted from the Ontario Library Review,

Cansdizn librarizns everythere are pressing for a Netional Librory in
Ottawa. To the world in generszl this m:y seem to be no more th:n evidence
of = normel professional zmbition. Vhat could be more n. turcl then than
libreorians should wish to see in Uttswa a gre-t newlibrary building, tecming
with books-znd, incidentally, with well-pnid members of their professionT

actually, Cancd-fs librarians are much more altruistic thon they probsobly
apoesr, They cre convinced that they are asking NOT MERZLY FCR SOLMETHING
NEW? BUT FOR SCHETHING TH.T IS VERY NECESSaARY. They are deeply coacerned
because things are not being done thet, in their considered opinion, only a

National Librery can do.

In thie ztomic azge books have suddenly become more th-an ever vitzl to the
welfare of a nation. "The war™. in the words of Luther H. Evzns, Librarian
of Congress, "hss demonstrated beyond guestion th:t knovledse PRACISE
¥I'0' LEDCE, must be the basis of cll Governmental policies =znd private
progrzms; that knowledge hns become so extensivs -nd complicated in our
modern world there can be no hope of controlling it except in terms of
great roesemrch libraries giving a highly responsive service at all points
where progrome ars developed and policies decided."

Acting vpon thie conviction, the Library of Congress is plannine. both
for itself and for othsr great librsries in the Unitud Statses, the systemadic
acquisition of printed metericl from all the worldfe nations upon e scule
never before drezmed of,

e

As an amerging world power, Canada has a correspondiing need for books, £nd
for more extensive book collections upon which to build. Ottawa tcems with
librarics, but their intecrests arc specialized, and they operate in yirtual
independence of one znother. It is high timec that it became someonc's
business to zssess thesc collections, and supplemont them in -~ great new
National Library, "E NEED TO MOBILIZE THE 300K RESQUZCES NOT, ONLY OF THE
N TION S CAPITAL, BUT OF ALL THE NaTION'S MAJOR LIBR2HIES? so th:it one
gingle =gency will be in 2 position to sec wherc we are wezk ind wherc we
are strong, and be able to say instantly wherc any informetion that is
nseded may be found.




o = ©

—— T —

Even these few words sugzest another major function thst could be
performad by a Notional Librory-- centrslized inform..tion service. Mcny
offices now answer questions, but they -re¢ limited in their resources
or in the fisglds within which they are qurlificd to spe-k. A N-tional
Library could act as a centr~.l clearing house, whosc¢ business it would
be to know where specific dnatz of = hundred kinds could be secured most
exsily and awthoritotively; and in the process it could answer maony
routine questions from its own filce and so save the valuable. time of
technical agencies. Such a clesring house would be equally valuable
to the mmn in the officec next door, and to the citizua ot the other ond
of the Dominion; once instituted, the convonience und uecfulness of its
scrvices would be instantly apporant.

Any number of more spscialized functions spriane to mind. To quote only
one example, Canzdizns are still without -ny rcgular or complctc history of
the publications of the various departments of their nationol govermment.
The existence of such a list should be taken for gronted, for without it
many o valuable report fiils to reach more thon o friction of the people
who could mzke good usc of it., A Nationzl Librery, which would receive sas
1 matter of course copies of all officizl public-tions, could produce
such = list 28 o routine measurs.

Nor must we forget that the influonce of such a library would be felt
literzlly from coast to coast, More than five million Cun:dians arc still
without library service of any sort, and although the actuzl organization of
loccl library services is a matter for the provinces, a central clearing
house for information and advice would assist greatly to keep the whole
situation in proger perspective, Furthermorc, just as the larger provincial
libraries add grertly to the effectiveness of local libraries by standin
behind them when occosion =rises, and giving them the »cnefit of their
epecinlized personnel amd gre-t stocks of books, so = National Library
could t-ke its plice as o court of 1 st resort for thc n:tion's libraries
ns 1 wholsz.

Every import-nt n-tion in the world except Camx.d~ now hrs o Nationsl
Library. Some of them h:ve been functioning for centuries. Even though
Canadian librarisns mey be "intercsted prrties", suraely their crusade is in
the interests of the nation, as well as their own. In -ny cvont, if they
are wrong, they are wrong in good compony.




