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WAN T ED 

EDITOR FOR THE ATLANTIC PROVINC ES CHECKLI ST 

Par t - t ime emp loymen t for a qualified b ib l i ographer to ac t as 
Chie f Ed i tor and Co-ordina tor of t he Atlantic Pr ovin ces Che ck
l is t. Sa la ry t o be negotia te d, but not les s t han $5. 00 pe r h r. 

Foll owi ng a gra nt f rom t he C.L.A./I. B.Y. Commi t tee APLA i s now 
abl e to under t ake the revival of thi s publica ti on . wh i ch was 
di s continued i n 1966 . The proj ec t wi ll beg in wi t h t he prepa r
a tion of th e vo lume fo r 1972 and su bsequently cove r t he miss 
ing vol umes fo r 1966- 1971. 

App l i ca t ions s houl d be sent to:	 J. Clement Ha rr i son 
Cha i rman 
APLA Publ i cations Committee 
Schoo l of Libra ry Service 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Back volumes of the Atlantic 'Provi nces Checklist in print: 

•
1 

Vo I. 4 (1960) $2.00 
Vol. 5 ( 1961) $2.00 
Vo l. 7 ( 1963) $2 . 00 
Vo I. 8 (1964) $2. 00 
Vol. 9 ( 1965) $5 . 00 

Enqui r ies s hould be di re ct ed t o : Miss Ele anor Magee 
( The Ralph Pickard Bell 

Library 
~ Mount Allilon University 

Sackvi lie, New Brunswi ck 
1 
E 
k 
~ 

. BROWN BROTRERSLIMITED 
25 Waterman Av enue, Toro nt o, Onta rio and 402 Industrial Av enue, Kelowna, B.C . 



A secondaryalley in the Nalionallibrary, Ottawa. All steel bookcases insti1 ller1 In this 
library are Mantel Ancravista. 

Does the face of yourlibrarianreflectanunderlying chaos in the library? Does lack 
of space, inadequa te shelving, improper layout contribute to the slowing downof 
the smooth-running of the library- despi te theefficiency of the librarystaff? 
At Montel, they know ail iheproblemsa library is likely to face, butbetter still , 
they knowhowto eliminate them. 
Montel aremakersof the finest, complete range of library equipmen t and 
accessories in Canadaand manufacturers of T,Vlsta. Ctosavista, Ancravisla and 
Mezzan ine librarysystems. Montel also manufacture the Mobila compact shelving 
system, whichby eliminatingtheaisles between booksh elves, doubles the 
storage capacity of anyavailablespace. 
Wi th countless installationsbehind them. Montelarealways prepared to oHer new 
customers thebenefit of priceless experience gained through their pa rticipation 
in more then 5,000 layout projects. 

To put a smile on the face of your librarianand a system par excellence 
In yourlibrary . . 

is this 
a familiar 
picture?
 

l ibrary. Pavilion l alcmant. Colleg e Jean de Brebeut, Montreal 
This photograph shows how a Montel Mezzanine doubles 
useful she lvln ~ space In .i h1irh ceillnr. library - apOlox. 14 II. 

contact: 

HEAD OFFICE: P.O. Box 130, Montmagny .Oue be c r. Ca nada 
Tel : 418 ·248-0 235 Tole< 0 11-3419 

SALES OFFICES : 
MONTREAL : 235 Oorc heste r East. Room 310 
TeL 5 14,86 1· 7445 T e l ~ < 0 1·20852 
TORONTO: Td : 4 16· 252·3371 Telex 06-2 19883 
QUEB EC: Tel : 418-626-0299 
LOND ON : Tel : 519-432-7107 
EDMONTON : TeL 403-424·6404 Telex 037· 2489 
CALGARY: Tel : 403-243-3246 Telex 038-22538 
VANCOUVER: Tel : 604-255-7771 Tel ex 04· 53333 
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48,222

strong ...
 

andstill growing! 
F.W. Faxon Comp any, the only 

full y aut omated library subs crip 
ti on agency in the world, has an 
IBM 370/145 compute r currentl y 
listi ng 48,222 peri od icals for your 
library. 

Our ' ti l lorbidden serv ice 
the automatic annu al renew al of 
your subscripti ons - provides fast , 
ac curate, and efficient processing 
of your ord ers and invo ices. 

Send for free descriptive bro 
chure and annual librarians' gUide . 

Library business is our only 
business - sin ce 1886. 

[@8F~ !i!~~~w~2~a~~·' mc. 
Westwood, Massachusetts 02090
 

Tel: (800) 225-7894 (Toll Free)
 

Bookbinders 

K & W ENTERPRISES LIMITED 
LIVERPOOL, NOVA SCOTIA 

GENERAL OFFICE 
LIVERPOO L. N. S. 

P. O. BOX' 253 

TEL. 3U·57S1 

MEMBER OF A.P.E.C. 

CARMAC VISTAFOIL 
CLEAR SELF-ADHESIVE
 

PLASTIC FILM
 

For Covering - - 
BOOK S, MAP S, D RAWIN G S, ETC. 

• SLOW-SET ADHESIVE 
• RULED GRID BACKING 

• 4 WIDTHS - ALL 27 YD. LONG 
• ECONOMICAL 

IE CARR McLEAN 
AUDIO/VISUAL·EDUCA T IONAL 

LIBRAR Y SUPPLIES 
2990 OXFO RD ST ., HALI FA X, N , S..
 

TE LEP HON E (902) 454-0697
 

MONTREAL. TO RO NTO . W I N N IP EG. VAN CQUV (R
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T h e APLA Bu lletin i. t he qua r t e rl y 
org an at t he Atlan tic P r ov inc e s Library 
A.sso cint ion represe nt in g every ty pe of 
libra ry s e rv in g t he prov ince s of Nova 
Scot ia , New Bru nswic k, Pr inc e Edward 
I sl an d , Newfou nd lRrd . 
APLA E XECUTIVE 1972-73: 
P ast Pre s id ent -

Mr . Do n Ry a n , Me m or ial U nive rsity 
L ibrary , St. John 's, N ewfoundland.
 

Pres ident -

Mr. Don Sc ott , Conted e r at ion Ce ntre 
Library , Ch ar lottetown, P . E . I. 

Vice -P r es id ent ( N .S.) a n d 
Pres ident E le ct 

Miss H r a t he r H arbord , Dartm outh Re 
g ion a l L ibrary , Wyse Rd. , Dartmouth , 
N . S. 

Vic e-Presid ent (N . B .) -
M r . T er e nc e A m is, A lbert·We s t m or
land -Kent R e g ion a l Li b r a r y, P . O. Box 
708, Moncton, N . B.
 

Vi c e-Pres id ent (2 y ear term) (Nfld.) 

Mrs. M ary Jones, C it y L ibr a r ian , 
Newfoundland Pu blic Librar ies, Arts 
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Mr . Me r r it t Cro ckett , University of 
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N. S., (895-4942) N ova Scotia T e a cher. 
Colle ge L ibrary. 

Se cretary- 
Mis s Sand r a Taylor Conted era t ion 
Centre Lib ra r y, C harloltetown, P. E .I. 
Ind iv id ual Membe r s hi p to th e Ass oc i

a t io n is $5.00 May - Ap r il a n d inc lud es 
s ub sc r ip t io n to t h e B u ll et in . Inst it ut iona l 
SUb s c r ip ti on t o t h e APLA Bu ll et in is $8 .50 
per c a le nd ar y ear. S in g le c opies $1.50. 

T he APLA Bu llet in is p r inted by Allen 
Pr int , H a lifa x , Nov a Scot ia. The APLA 
Bull etin is ind ex ed in L ibrary Literature, 
Libra ry a nd Inform a tion Scienc e A bstracts, 
Oana d ia n P e r iod ica l Index. 
EDITOR 

Miss A il een Ba r ker, H a lifax County 
Reg ional Library , H a lifax, N. S. 

MAN AGING ED ITOR 
Mrs. P hy ll is Ma cDoug all , Halifax 
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ADVERTI SING EDITOR 
Mr. H . B . M itra, Ralph P ickard B ell 
Li b ra r y , Mo unt All ison Univers ity,
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Send typed m anuscr ipts to the Editor
 

H a lif ax County Reg ion al L ibrary , Box 300 
Ar md al e, N . S. For a d v e r t isi n g information 
c o ntact Th e Advert is ing Editor, Ralph 
P ickard Bell Library, Mount All ison Uni
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I BOOKMOBILE SERVICES IN NOVA SCOTIA
 

CATHERINE SKLAR
 
STANLEY SQUIRES
 

Bookmobile service in Nova Scotia pro
vides the greatest element of the provincial 
public library service. In a total population 
df 750,000, approximately 450,000 are 
served by the 18 bookmobiles of the ten 
regional libraries of Nova Scotia. 

The standard of service varies from re
gion to region, with several of the regions 
still in their infancy in development. In 
order to determine the level of services 
provided, a questionnaire was compiled and 
distributed to all ten regions as a project 
of the Tatamagouche Group . A 100%rate of 
return was achieved. for the completed sur
veys, thus giving a comprehensive picture. 

The emphasis of the quescionnaire lay in 
services provided and the means available 
to aohieve this. The area of detailed physi
cal specifications for bookmobiles was 
omitted as sufficient data was alrea dy 
available. 

1. Resources. Whereas the average 
bookmobile was able to carry 2,350 books, 
th e available book collections averaged 
5400 adult volumes and 4500 juvenile. 
Some of the bookmobiles had separate col
lections whilst others were integrated with 
those of the branch or H eadquarters collec
tions. Thus some regions were unable 
to provide an accurate figure for the 
collection. More than half of the book
mobiles carried large print material and the 
majority paperback materials. Whereas 80% 
carried adult periodicals ranging from four 
to 25 titles, the same percentage did not 
provide juvenile peniodioals. 

Replies were in the mr in negative to the 
holding of foreign language materials. The 
majority carried French ma terial although 
the numbers carried represen ted token 
coil ec tions. Gaelic and Dutch materials 
were the only other 'language's covered . 

In the field of non-hook materials, no 
bookmobile reported carrying any items. In 
some instances the regional lih raries lacked 
non-book materials in uuv form and in the 
remainder, materials \Vl' n : availab le to book
mobil e patrons on request. 

2. Scheduling. Th e sched ules of the 
bookmobiles varied greatl y according to the 
nature of the commun ity served. Rural 
areas, villages an d s hools provided the 
ba sis of the service. Whereas in some areas 
an attempt is made to visit trailer courts, in 
general they are ignored. Similarly hospi
tals, prisons and homes for the aged re
ceived little attention from the bookmobiles. 

The length of the schedules varied from 
one week in the totally urban region of 
Halifax, to one of five weeks. Less than one 
quarter operated. on Saturdays and none 
reported Sunday scheduling. Evening 
services are operating with success in more 
than half of the regions. One third of the 
bookmobiles make overnight stops and all 
receive compensation for food and lodging. 
No region supplied a noon meal a llowance 
on daily trips. 

3. Request service. The number of re
quests per week varied greatly and like
wise the policies on Juvenile requests . 
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Approximately 75%of the requests were re
ported satisfied by the next visit. The ma
jority of regions mailed popular tirles to the 
borrowe rs, 

Few bookmobrles carried reference ma
terials, or the staff to answer ref eren ce 
qu estions. 

4. Servi ces. 70% of the bookmobiles 
serve the schools in their region, spending 
an averag e of seven hours per week on this 
service. Th e methods of distributing th e 
books vari ed from prepackaged boxes to 
pupil and teach er selection. 

In th e area of special services, a variety 
of replies were received. During Y.C.B.W. 
50%of the bookmobiles had no programm e 
and of the others, posters, booklis ts and dis
plays pro vided the staple diet. Displa ys 
wer e limited for the reason of space, 
although the use of store wind ows and 
schools were cited as means to overcome 
this problem. Story hours were provided by 
the majority of bookmobil es. All regions 
rep orted th e p rovision of instructions and 
regulations to the publi c. 

The use of radio and television for pub
licity was not wid espread , the most com
mon method of publicity being the printing 
of sched ules in local newsp apers. 

Extension services during the Summer 
.remained unchanged from tha t of the 
winter although a few provided pro
grammes for children in the form of con
tests and story hours. 

5. Statistics. Th e comp arison of monthly 
and annual circulation statistics did not 
provide any worthwhile conclusions with so 
man y variab les in force. Th e majorit y re
ported increasin g circulation and of the tw o 
that did not , one bookmobile was phasing 
out school services and the other losing a 
section of th e region. 

The amoun t of time spent on the road 
per week varied from two days to six. Th e 
majority reported four days . The amount of 
travel time per da y varied from 45 minutes 
to five hours, with an averag e of two hours 

twenty-five minutes. The actual service 
time to the public varied from two and a 
half hours to five, and from sixteen to 
thirty-nine pe r week. Th e av erage dail y 
mileage varied from four in the city of 
Dartmouth to 146. Annu al mileage varied 
from 1,000 again in th e city, to 21,000 miles. 

6. Staff and organisation. The total sta ff 
ranged from two to five, although only two 
persons travelled on the bookmobil es a t any 
given time. The majority of bookmobil e 
staffs in the regions consisted of librarian, 
driv er-clerk and clerical assistant. Th e 
greater percentage of librarians worki ng 
On bookm obil es were non -professional in 
the sense of not having a degree in lib
rarianship. The qu alifications of the staff 
appeared to be very heavily weighted in 
terms of experience, with driv ers rang ing up 
to 21 years of experience . Man y of th e 
bookmobiles did not have professional staff 
on the bookmobile at any t ime. Some supe r
visors do trave l occasionally but few consis
tently and some never. Very few of th e 
actual bookmobile librarians had any in
fluence on the orde ring of mat erials for t he 
bookm obile. 

7. Operation. There were many varied 
systems of book charging in operati on, 
altho ugh f ew appea red satisf acto ry to the 
staff, pressured by the time element and 
having to maint ain strict schedules. 

To th e question of fines one third replied 
that fines had been abo lished. 

A very bri ef section on the ph ysical 
aspects of the bookmobile pro vided an 
assorte d list of complaints which provided 
a fa r from negativ e aspect to the survey. 
Th e most frequent faults repo rted with the 
heat ing systems were tho se of no ise, over
heating , lack of regulation, and air locks. 
Th e failure of doors to fit and the subse
quent leakin g of snow and rain was a popu
lar comment. Similarly the lack of room, 
insufficient natural lighting, and failures 
with th e artificial systems were common 
problems. 

Engin e noise and fum es were repor ted in 
several inst ances and in greater proportion 
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to the age of the vehicle. Snow and rain 
proved to be a major problem especially 
with regard to the type of flooring required 
to minimise the problem. Whilst recognis
ing that much snow and rain leaked into 
some vehicles, the major problem arose 
from the amounts brought onto the vehicle 
in a confined space. 

Essential equipment for bookmobiles in
cluded clocks, safety flares, safety belts, 
snow shovel and chains, but many reported 
the lack of one or more such items. 

The objeot of the survey and question
naire was to determine the state of book
mobile services in Nova Scotia and as such, 
several qualifying comments must be add
ed . Several of the regions are commencing 
bookmobile service and many of the prob
lems and deficiencies mentioned will be 
alleviated in the course of development. 
Further, that limited resources, mainly 
financial, but also personnel, prevent the 
much needed expansion of services in this 
area of public library service. 

Whilst recognising these factors, the 
compilers of the survey presented several 
recommendations based on the statistical 
evidence colla ted . 

1. Resources. That bookmobile collect
ions be expanded to include an on-the-shelf 
selection of audio-visual materials. That 
consideration be given to the acquisition of 
juvenile periodicals, That foreign language 
materials be dntroduced or improved in 
line with the needs of the areas involved. 

2. Schedules. That bookmobile sched
ules be examined annually. That the period 
of time between visits by the bookmobile 
be reduced to the absolute minimum. That 
meal allowances for daily trips be available 
to staff on all bookmobiles in line with cur
rent business procedures. 

3. Reference Services. That reference 
materials be carried and consulted on all 
bookmobiles. 

4. Schools. That service to schools as 
educational institutions be withdrawn as 
quickly as possible from bookmobile activi
ties, permitting the expansion of services 
to children in the community setting and 
pennitting the shortening of the book
mobile schedules. 

5. Special services. That more time be 
spent on these as valuable public relations 
as well as improving the service to the pub
lic. That story hours, displays and speeches 
are areas which cannot be ignored through 
lack df finances. 

6. Hours of service. That the time spent 
on the road be dncreased in many instances. 
That weekend and evening service provide 
the basis ofa more economic use of the 
bookmobile. 

7. Staff. That supervisory staff spend 
more time on the bookmobiles. That there 
be in-service training for bookmobile staff 
in at least the areas of reference and 
request. 

8. Fines. That there be a complete 
abolition of fines. 

9, Advertising. That far greater use be 
made of advertising in as many ways as 
are available, 

10. Physical aspects. That there be 
ample consultation with bookmobile staff 
and recognition of problems already exis
tent in present vehicles, when ordering rc
placement vehicles. That provision be made 
for essenial safety and other equipment. 

These recommendations have been for
warded to the Provincial Director of Lib
raries and are awaiting further action from 
the Regional Chief Librarians, 

Copies of the survey, including statistical 
evidence, report and recommendations are 
available from the compilers. 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN
 
NOVA SCOTIA REGIONAL LIBRARIES
 

Establishment of a new region and expansion of exist ing systems has 
created opportunities for administrative positions at chief and middle levels. 
Some opportunit ies for beginning librarians, also. Variet y of work : bookmobile, 
branch libraries, administration . For Further information write to: 

Diane MacOuarrie, Supervisor, Public Libraries 

c/o Nova Scotia Provincial Library 

2nd Floor, Trade Mart 

2021 Brunswick Street 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

For 

FAST SERVICE 

On 

AMERICAN and CANADIAN 

BOOKS 

JO~N couns Ll8RARY SERVICES LIMITED 
4290TJ.1IROAVENUE. NIAGARA FALLS. ONTARIO, 
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NEWSTART AND HUMAN RESOURCE
 
DEVELOPMENT IN KING'S COUNTY,
 
P.E.1. 

FRANKLIN L. PIGOT 

On August 23, 1967, Prince Edward 
Island NewStart began operations from its 
headquarters at Montague, King's County. 
Provincially incorporated, but part of the 
nation-wide Canada NewStart Programme, 
its purpose was "to identify and test new 
ways of training and counselling disadvant
aged people so that they could more effec
tively respond to employment opportunities 
asthey developed."! 

Under the direction of Dr. Austin L. 
Bowman and a small group of professionals 
in the field of education, a preliminary 
survey of the human resources of the area 
was begun early in 1968. The survey 
covered every home in King's County and 
included every person over the age of 13. 
All were asked a series of questions design
ed to find out what they were doing at that 
time and what they might like to do in the 
future. 

Using the survey results as a point of 
departure, Dr. Bowman and his associates 
undertook a large number of projects de
signed to achieve the NewStart objectives. 
Notable among these was the Comprehen
sive Manpower Development Programme, 
a novel scheme which permitted the entry 
of any person at any educational level from 
illiteracy to high school, at any point in 
time,and allowed him to proceed at his 
own speed until he was ready to enter the 
the labour market.f Involving, as it 
did, people who had a 'long record of 
chronic unemployment, the project was a 
phenomenal success. Of the 121 persons 
who received basic education upgrading, 

initial skills training, pre-occupational train
ing, or any combination of these, dur-ing the 
fiscal year ending March 31, 1971, 89 were 
employed as of April 30 of the same year. 3 

Another projeot, that of Community De
velopment, was inaugurated 011 the premise 
that the development of an individual and 
his improvement depends, to some extent, 
on the development and improvemenr of the 
community in which he lives . It was hoped. 
that this might be realized through the 
establishment of community service centres. 
Two centres were opened: one at Morell, 
on the north shore; the other at Souris, an 
old seaport on the eastern coast. From 
these centres a four-part programme of 
outreach to the disadvantaged was begun 
- basic community development, counsell
ing, establishment of day care centres and 
the teaching of homemaker service. The 
effectiveness of such a programme is, of 
course, far more difficult to quantify than 
that of a project to promote employment 
directly; nevertheless, it was reported that 
"perceived changes resulting particularly 
from the day care centres and teaching 
homemaker services are most enoourag
. "4mg. 

Assuming an adequate library system to 
be an important resource for the mainten
ance of educational and technical skills, 
once achieved, and for their continuous 
improvement, NewStart carried out two 
studies on the availability and utilization of 
library facilities. In the first of these studies, 
A. Hamid Saleemi, Researoh Librarian at 
NewStart headquarters, and his co-worker, 
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Thomas R. Connor, reported th e library 
facilities of King's County to be inad equate 
by national standa rds . T hey went on to 
sta te that even these inad equat e facili ties 
were not being fu lly urilized .! In a 
subsequent pap er, Mr . Sa leemi outlined the 
history of the library system in Prince 
Edward Island, emphasizing facto rs which 
caused the sys tem to be less than adequa te. 
He then sugges ted means by which thi s 
situation could be improved . "Piecemeal 
app roach" and "abs ence of any centra l 
d irection" are cited as the chi ef inhibiting 
fact ors." "Tha t the lib rari es be provided 
with a foundation in law" and, predictably, 
"additional funds and necessary manpower 
resources" appea r among h is suggestions 
for "bridging the gap."7 As indicated in 
Mr. Don Scott's article in a recent issue of 
the APLA Bulletin, strenuous efforts are 
currently being made to effect an improve
ment.f 

Even though the experience of thos e in 
the 'field indicated th e stip ulat ed life-span 
of four yea rs for each NewStart operation 
to be un realistic, Prince Edrward Island 
NewStart was requi red to surrender its 
charte r on schedule. August 31, 1971 did 
not, however , mark the fin al solution to the 
p roblems of human resource develop ment 
relating to the disad vantaged in King's 

Co unty. Co ntinued research and experi
mentat ion in to a constantly changing, in
tri cate probl em is essentia l, and while the 
work continues a t oth er levels, the benefits 
to be gai ned from a grass roots app roach 
at t he region al level are lost. In the words 
of Dr. Bow ma n, th e termination took place, 
"without anyone saying as much as boo."? 

Footnotes 

1. e.C.H. Canadian Limited . Canadi an Govern
ment Programm es and Services. 5t h ed. Toronto, 
1972, p. 318 . 

2. Rogers, T. and e. Nicholson. F inal Ev alu ation 
of the P.E .I. New Start Comprehensive Manp ower 
Development System. Montague, 1971, p . 1. 

3. Pri nce Ed wa rd Island NewS ta rt Inc. Annual 
Report, 1970-71, p. 6. 

4. Ibid., p . 7. 

5. Saleemi, A. Hamid and Thomas R. Conno r. An 
Assessm ent of Public Library Servi ce in King 's 
County, Prince E dward Island. Montagu e, 1970, 
p. 1. 

6. Saleemi , A. Hamid. Library Servi ces in a 
Rur al Sett ing; th e Case of Prince E dward Island. 
Montague, 1971 , p . 18. 

7. Ibid., p . 21. 

8 . Scott , Don . "P.E .I. Libraries." APLA Bull etin, 
vol. 36 , Summer 1972 , pp . 35-37. 
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Correction. Members of the Publications Committee of APLA are as follo ws : 

J. Clement Harrison, Chairman 
Mrs. Linda Harvey 
Miss Mar garet Williams 
Miss Pamela Mills 
Stanley Sq uires 
Miss Barba ra Harm-Ex-Officio 

Members of this comm ittee were incorrectl y listed in the Minutes of the 33rd 
Annual Conference, as publi shed in the Bulletin, Summer 1972, p. 32. 
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IARE THERE ANY CANADIAN LIBRARIANS? I
 

RESHARD GOOL 

The word, "communicate" comes from 
the addition of the Latin, "eommunicare", 
to two suffixes: the factitive "-ic-" and the 
verb-forming "-ate". Because it also de
rives from th e word "common" it retains 
some of the latter's original meanings, 
namely, "com- + munis (bound, obliged) 
or + unis (one)". 

I offer the above not merely because 
etymology fascinates me, but more import
antly, because in our departure from origins 
we sometimes also leave behind significant 
meanings. 'When, for example, we declare 
that books are media of communication, I 
wonder how often we mean more than a 
pompous abstraction, After all, who but 
Robin Matthews and a handful of allies, 
has really tak en the trouble to link Canadi
an books or literature to the continuation of 
an uncertain, yet crucial, Canadian 
identity? 

Whither Canada? 

To put the matter bluntly : the persis
tence of Canada as a distinctive culture 
depends not only upon the degree to 
which Canadians are willing to recognise 
and actively foster the obligations of a com
mon 'heri tage. It depends also - given an 
environment that is increasingly gathering 
U.S. imperial markings - upon whether, 
if Canadians do not act now, they will be 
able to act at all. George Grant in "Lament 
for a Nation" has posed the undeniable 
alternatives: either we disappear behind 
the giant, striding shadow of U.S. conti
nentalism, or we do more than formal IiI> 
service to those media that can bind 
Canada into a common polity. While the 
mass media - television, radio, and those 
sections of the press not already owned or 
controlled by multi-national corporations 

have, in the last six or seven years, recog
nised the need for "Canadian content", 
book publishing and its attendant services 
(bookstores, the reading public, libraries, 
etc.) have, with a few notable exceptions, 
shown remarkably little consciousness of 
the national plight. 

Roy MacSkimming, an editor of one of 
our more responsible publishing houses, 
New Press , speaks, for example, of "the 
decline of the agency business" and of "the 
buying practices of Canadian Iibrarlans".' 
Many Canadian houses, he says, "depended 
upon being able to distribute in Canada, 
books from abroad, on an agency basis", In 
particular and increasingly, American 
houses are locating "directly here and sell 
their hooks directly to the Canadian pub
lic"; and what, MacSkimming argues, makes 
the situation worse is "the buying practices 
of Canadian librarians". Many are universi
ty librarians "who, instead of buying books 
from the Canadian agent, bypass him and 
buy directly from the foreign house" : a 
practice that "does a great deal of harm to 
the Canadian industry, and needs to be 
stopped." In the end, these are secondary 
and merely adherent harms. The larger 
threat is twofold. 

The Current Situation 

Foreign domination of books means not 
only that the homegrown commodity is 
driven off the market, but quite as import
ant , that Canada is saturated by books 
which intensify reliance of Canadians upon 
foreign standards of thinking and be
haviour. 

It would be tiresome to spell out the 
situation among all its grotesque corollaries 
- e.g., the way in which U.S. television re
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inforced th e sa le of U.S . books in Ca nada 
the control th e U .S. has over book distri~ 
bution in Ca nada, th e ab ility of U.S. hou ses 
( wit h la rger runs) to price Canadi an boo ks 
off the sma ll Canadian mark et and th ereby 
to offer authors b igg er allowa nces royal
t ies and fees . To thos e who ha';c been 
readi ng Can adi an magazin es ( T he Last 
~os t, Mysteriou s East, Saturday Night, etc. ) 
listening to Walt er Gordon or Ge orge Gran t 
on those rare occasions wh en th e C.B.C. 
dr ops its uncommitted "there-arc-ma ny
sides -to-every-issue" position, not icing the 
pl ethora of senseless violen ce on cin ema 
and television screens, all th e foregoing is 
household knowledge. Here the fin ger of 
U.S. domination threatens blatantly. 

What is not quite so obvious are two 
side-effects. The first involves what I call 
the mystery of the all-alike books; th e 
second is a related evil - the insidious way 
in which the contents of U.S. books have 
come to pen etrate Can adi an publications. 

The myst ery-of-the-all-alik e-books siani
fies ~ disappe~rance. As the lar ger c~m
mercia] operations take over , th e bu siness 
of publishing b ecom es incr easingly cen
tralised, The econ omic ze itge ist which 
ra tiona lised the take-over , continues to 
ratio nalise su bsequ ent activities. Val ue 
~ t ops havin g a social Or political measure; 
It becomes wha t cost-benefit analysts ca n 
show to be profitable. For a multitude of 
rea sons th e big firm s emp loy edi tors cast 
in their own ima ges: men a ttuned to purely 
commerci al thinking, ed itors un willing to 
:ake chan ces, watohful onl y for pri ce tags 
i.e., demonstrated commercial return for 
investment. The result is the publicat ion of 
established writers only. This is not so 
bad since writers like Farlev Mow at and 
Pierre Berton mu st be publ ished. T he ill
eff~c t is the disappearance of th e regional 
writer. If th e regional writer is to be suc
cessful he must cater to imperial tastes and 
va lues ; he must cut the cord th at connec ts 
him to th e only valu es that he can best re
present. The consequent shrivelling up of 
talent introd uces wha t Robert Fowler re
ferri ng to the related medium of Ca nadian 
Broadcasting, has called a "desert of me di
ocrity".2 It is what I call th e-mystery-of-the

all-a like books, Or the Howard Johnson syn
drome. 

Think of Howard Johnson food. The fish 
tastes like hamburger; th e hamburger , like 
brea de d shrimps ; th e shr imps, like fried, 
ae rate d cotto n wool. My wife believes it is 
a communist or zioni st plot. 

But jokes aside : isn 't this also the tas te 
of litera ture a ll across North America: th e 
rootl ess tas te of bi g money? Co nside r a 
work like Robert Hun ter's "Storming of the 
Mind" published by McClelland and 
Stewarti'" Wh at is Ca na d ian Or specific a
bout that book? It is fill ed with th e a irless 
logic and doubtful generalis ations th at 
crowd the pages of Playboy magazine. 

This ~ te ri lity leads neces saril y to th e 
second Side- effect of U.S. domination: th e 
penet ra tion into Ca nadian books of U.S. 
a ttitudes , models, and valu es. Hunter 's 
"Stormi ng of the Mind" represents th e im
peri~l . vacuum not only in general, but 
specifically, too. But Hunter is a journalist; 
~e nce, he cannot be expected to be to o 
fastidious in his thinking. What happens, 
however, when Ca nadia n scholars show 
contaminati on? 

Th e U.S. Model 

On my desk is a work I have been using 
in introductory politica l scie nce courses. It 
is enti t led "Canadia n Provincial Politics"." 
If it was not edi te d and writ ten by Cana di 
ans, I would not have chosen it as a text . 
( I h a v~ found Americans almost in capable 
of looking beyond the ir own territorial na
vels. Moreover wh en they do write about 
th emselves they are only a littl e less smu g 
and sha llow t han wh en th ey write ab out 
oth ers . Wh en they write, for example, abou t 
th e Russians - e.g. Brzezinski and Huntin g
ton - th ey mistake Soviet issu es and pre
occupations for American ones .) 

If "Canad ian Prov incial Politics" were 
puhlished by a Canadian firm, instead of 
Prenti ce-Hall, it would, how ever , still lea ve 
me unhappy. I op en the book a t page 168. 
and find the follo wing statement: 
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"The analysis that follows att empts to 
relate the Nova Scotian party system 
to the broader milieus of political and 
social systems, using a rough approxi
mation of David Easton's concept of 

. inputs and outputs". 

Ye Godsl The matter would be trivial if 
Beck were an American; but he is not 
he is one of the big brass at Dalhousie. I 
examine the article more closely, and find 
the historical section to be well-drafted, 
well-documented. Why d'id Beck feel oblig
ed to bolster his case with U.S. buncombe 
of "the input-output communications 
model"? Was he so uncertain, naive and 
unstable, so lacking in native philosophical 
chastity th at he had to adopt a third-rate 
U.S. model of a second-rate and pseudo
scientific, German sociologist, namely, Max 
Weber? Since he does think for himself 
his grasp of Nova Scotian politics shows 
that - why didn't he drop David Easton? 
Why, if he had to use U.S. authorities, 
didn't he use Wolin or Leo Strauss, i.e. , 
more sophisticated and discriminating 
writers that the banal Easton? 

While to some, this may be sad ; for me, 
it is painful. I would like to be proud of my 
countrymen : to see th em thinking for them
selves, applying the international humanist 
heritage to the Canadian experience. In
stead I find imitations of imitations. This is 
the -cesspool into which U.S. domination 
has sunk what could be a proud heritage. 

But what - given immediate surround
ings of U.S. television, business practices, 
films, art, architecture of shopping plazas 
can we expect? 

A Canadian Benaissance? 

A year or so ago, I had the unhappy 
experience of hearing Professor Pinsky of 
the Fine Arts Department of Sir George 
Williams University explain to a Montreal 
audience how critics in Canadian publica
tions, like Arts Canada, increasingly tended 
to use U.S. standards and jargon. Some of 
the art critics, Pinsky attacked, were either 
personal friends or friends of my wife, who 
is a graphic artist. The experience was un

happy not because Pinsky was a bad lectur
er. On the contrary, he was excellent. I was 
saddened because of the truth of his ob
servations, and because of the damaging 
significance it placed upon old and tried 
friendships . E. M. Forster's choice of 
friends before country is a little too facile 
for my liking. 

Has the rot set in beyond repair? 
MacSkimming is optimistic. "We have", 
he says, "the books and we have the authors 
and we have the public that wants to read 
them ..." 5 

He goes on to be blocked by a big "but": 
numbers. Yes, indeed: we are a small read
ing public in Canada, "less than 10% of a 
similar market in the U.S." I know no way 
in which to challenge this argument, except 
perhaps by an act of faith. A few years 
ago the prospects were blacker. What could 
have possibly brightened Canadian hori
zons? 

Recently I went to Fredericton to get 
some advice about distribution from Fred 
Cogswell, the Editor of Fiddlehead Books. 
The enterprise was delicate, fraught with 
peril, because a year or so ago I 'had pub
licly attacked Cogswell at a Charlottetown 
poetry reading. Now, because my press 
Square Deal Publications, Charlottetown 
was about to print a group of P.E.I. poets 
and writers, I needed his help . 

Cogswell was attentive and characterist
ically oblique. He met me cordially at his 
house and rushed. me over to his office in 
U.N .B. There, while I laboriously collected 
addresses from his invoice books, he mut
tered to himself and picked books off sur
rounding 'shelves. When I had finished , he 
had , '000. Beside me on his desk was a pile 
of 'all the books he had published in the last 
two or thre e years - some fifty or 'sixty in 
number. "Here", he said very simply, "take 
these - a gift: something to read when you 
get back." 

The United States is frequently held up 
as the paradigm of liberal democracy: of 
"rugged individualism". In one sense 
hope that Canada, too, continues the liber-
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al tradition: that she does not remove lib
erty from among her politi cal values, th at 
the mosaic is not irrepa rably buckled by 
the heat and violence th at comes from the 
U.S. melt ing-pot. In another sense, I also 
hop e that in Canada we carry all the pieces 
of our Iederation into the future. I hope we 
accep t both the mosaic and the politi cal 
conditior s th at make it possible. 

If you ask wha t these "conditions" are, 
have diffi cul ty answering. They hav e 

something to do with being capable of ad
jus .ing freedom to co-operation. 

Oakeshott once wrot e: 

"A society must not be so unified as to 
aboli sh vital and valuable differences, 
nor so extrava gantly diversified as to 
make an int elligentl y co-ordinated and 
civilised sooial life impo ssible."6 

Hope is an I mage 

This is the extent to which Oakeshott, a 
Con servati ve, is willin g to compromise with 
liberalism . Canada is a conservativ e coun
try : how may she maintain, within unity, 
variety? Wh at, in oth er words, fresh ens 
th e hope I wrote of a few paragraphs ago? 
At the back of my mind I have th e image 
of F red Cogswell - medium build., scholar
ly, in manner slightly obtuse so as to mask 
an innately shy and gent le disposition. I 
ha ve an image of the man and his achie ve
ment : his pers erverence in th e face of over
whelming finan cial and organisational 
odds, his loyalty to unrecognized talent , his 
refusal to dissolve his p-ortion of th e larger 
mosaic , and above all, his generosity - th e 
pile of books ( a crea tive testament ) th at 
made me, in more senses th an th e ph ysical , 
stagger when I left his office. 

It is because we still have opera tions like 
Cogswell's Fiddlehead , Anansi, New Press, 
Hurtig, James Lewis & Samu el, Peter Mar
tin Associates , Contact Press, Delta Canada, 
Prism International , Tundra Books, Harvest 
House in Montreal and Oberon Press in 
Ottawa - to name only th e more outstand
ing houses - that the Canadian "communi
cations" future is po tentially neith er an 

American fraud nor an empty, irredeemable 
dream. Here is the creativ e promise: our 
own "comm unications" model. 

To paraphrase Roy MacSkimrning: we 
have the authors - and my, what riches! 
Mar garet Lawren ce, Mordecai Richler, 
I rving Layton , Earle Birney, Hu gh McLel
lan, George Grant , Ren e Levesque, Farle y 
Mowat, Leonard Cohen, Henry Beissel, and 
in my own province, Milton Acorn (again 
to name only a few ) - and we hav e th e 
publishing hous es. 

'What we need now is a matoh ing Cogs
well dedi cation among agencies, bookstore 
owners, readin g public, support ing mass 
media, and certainly not least, above all , 
Canadian librarians. 

FOOTNOTES 

(1) Address a t " Nationa l Symposium" of National 
Co mmi ttee fo r Ca nadian ization of Canad ian Uni 
versities; May 14th, 1971 , Lo yola Univ ersi ty, 
Montreal. 

(2) An exp ression used by Mr. Fow ler d u ring a 
telev ision int e rview th at followed the 1965 Fowler 
Rep ort on Broadcasting . T he Report , in tha t sec
tio n dea ling with th e content of fo re ign b road 
cas ting , m-akes this observati on : 

" . . . we would emphas ize th at it is not the 
la rge nu mbe r of American p rog ram s tha t co n
cerns us; it is th e fac t th a t so ma ny of them 
are ligh t enterta inment of med iocre q uali ty 
and littl e permanent value." 

- and later, on th e same p age : 

"T he heavy infus ion of Am er ican ligh t ente r
ta inment d ilut es the qu ality and dest roys th e 
ba lance of the total program conten t av ai l
abl e to Ca nad ian tel evision view ers . . . W hat 
is need ed is better program balance in th e 
to tal prourarns availabl e to Canadi an view ers. " 
R. M. F owle r and others, Report of the Com

mittee on Broadcast ing (Ot tawa : Qu eens Pri nte r, 
1965) , p . 36 . 

(.'3) Robert Hu nte r. T he Sto rm ing of th e Mind 
(T oronto : McClelland and Stewart , 1971 ). 

(4) M artin Robin , ed, Can ad ian Provincial Pol itics 
(Sca rbo roug h, Ontario : Prentice-Hall of Canada" 
L td ., 1972 ). 

(5 ) MacSkimming, op . cit. 

(6) Michael Oakesho tt , The Soci al and Political 
Doctrines of Contemporary Europe (New York: 
T he Macmi llan Co., 1944 ). 
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I LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I
 

Dear Editor: 

The word that the Dalhousie Library 
School has not been accredited strikes me 
as being disheartening news. 

After inte rviewing students, employing 
several Of its graduates in our Library 
Regions and att ending extra-curricular 
programmes, I 'have been under the im
pression, mistakenly it seems, that the 
School has been doing a first-rate job, 
particularly for The eastern provinces. 

In the normal course of events, I take it 
that the School will eventually be seeking 
its rightful place. Meanwhile, I hope that 
this little displa y in public will help en
courage Harrison, Horrocks et al to keep 
up the good work. 

Yours very truly, 

James F. MacEacheron 
Director 
New Brunswick Library Service 

CARMAC
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WHEN IS AN UMBRELLA NOT AN UMBRELLA? 
A report and background information on some of the problems facing
 

CLA Council at their November 1972 meeting.
 

Heather Harbord (CAG Representative for the APLA) 

CAG sta nds for Co uncil Advis ory Gro up . 
Back in 1967, the presidents of a ll th e pro
vincial and p rof essional libra ry associa tions 
in Canada met in Winnipeg and produced 
the Winnipe g Memorandum (see Feliciter 
Vol. 12, nos . 11-12 Jul y-Aug. '67 p . 4 ) in 
which th ey ou tlined the need for more 
coord ina tion of p rovincial activities and 
bett er communica tion between the nat ion al 
and other associations. Consequently, at 
the fall 1968 Counci l meeting, CLA invited 
each association to appoint a r ep resentative 
to a newl y con stituted body, to be known 
as the Council Advisory Group, which 
would attend all Council meetings and b e 
able to speak at th em, but not to vote. 

The provincial assoc iations did this 
qu ickl y and before the sp ring 1969 Council 
meeting, CAG members had (i ) studied th e 
problems of simi lar large organiza tions ( ii) 
circula ted qu estionnaires to their member
ships based on this research ( iii) coordin
a ted the results which showed large scal e 
dissatisf action with the CLA: Fees too high 
[or the amount of meaningful service ren
dered , espec ially to members not able to ge t 
to conferences, was the general verdict. 

When the results were comm unica ted to 
Council they asked CAG to com e up with a 
draft proposal for th e reorganisation of 
CLA. This they did and J;>resented it to 
Council before th e SIt. John s CLA confe r
ence hoping that Council would rel ease the 
report imm ediately to th e membership so 
th at we could have imm ediate feedback 
duping the conference. Council vot ed not 

to release th e report, though th ey even
tually did so several months later, and dis
tributed it along with Feliciter Vol. 14, 
nos. 10-12, June-August 1969, at whioh 
point it was severe ly criticised in the 
Sept-Oct . Felic iter, Vol. 15 Nos . 1-2, 1969. 
The biggest objection to t he prop osal was 
th e idea of reorganisi ng all the myriads of 
secti ons, committ ees and groups under four 
coordinating pillars in order to reduce the 
amount of red tape and con centra te efforts 
and talent more, in order to improve th e 
quality of p rograms and publications. 
Although there were some who admitted 
that this would be a good th ing , an d a 
mov em ent was s tar ted to m erge a number 
of groups into a Public Libraries Section, 
ther e were oth ers who strenuously objected 
to losing th eir autonomy . 

As some form of change seemed to be 
desired, CLA th en se t up th e first of a series 
of committees. This was the Aims and 
Obj ectives Committee, wh ose report was 
print ed in Feli cit er Vol. 17, No s. 5-6, May
June 1971 p . 3, and accepted b y the mem
bership a t the Conferen ce in Vancouver 
in 1971. It wa s followed by the Structural 
Committee, whose report was printed in the 
1971-72 CLA Annual Reports p . 17 and 
accepted by the membership at their Con
fer ence in Regina thi s yea r. The latest in th e 
ser ies is th e Implementation Committee, 
wh ich has not yet reported. The original 
CAG members were interested to not e that 
wh en th e reports of <the first two committees 
were released t hey were very similiar to the 
CAG proposal. 
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Before the suggested changes can be im
plemented, the CLA has to have a new 
constitution. The draft for this, presented 
at this fa1l's Council meeting by the Consti
tution Committee, was severely criticised 
and sent back to the Committee for a re
write,because it was felt that the draft was 
merely a revision of the old constitution in
stead of the creation of a new one. If the 
second draft is approved at the spring 
council meeting then itf: will go to the mem
bership at the Sackville, N. B. Conference 
June 16-22, for approval. (If you join CLA 
now or sometime before next Iune and 
attend the conference, you wil have a 
votel ) One of the things which the new 
constitution will do is to give each CAG 
member and therefore each provinoial as
sooiation, a vote on CLA Council. 

Also of special note, was that provision 
had been made for the existence of two 
"Select Committees" of the Association: 
Technical Services and Information Servi
ces, which seemed to be divisions in every
thing but name and representation on the 
Board of Directors. This provision was in
cluded against the recommendations of the 
Chairman of the Constitution Commitee, 
and I feel that it defeats the whole purpose 
of the reorganisation of the Association into 
fOUT umbrella-like divisions. The prolifer
ation of sections which generally were 
prone to have more weak years than strong 
years, was the main reason for CAG's 
original suggestion to have all these groups 
attached to one of the four types of library 
pillars. The CLA Structural Committee's 
Report, which was adopted by the Associ
ation at the Regina Conference, endorsed 
this view and furthermore at the same time, 
the Association defeated a resolution to 
form what in effect would have been an
ather division to take care of Information 
Services. 

If Technical Services and Information 
Services are allowed to exist outside one of 
the four umbrellas, I am sure they will be 
joined by Audio-Visual Services, Personnel 
Services, Map Libraries etc. etc. and a host 
of others, so that the divisions will be re
duced to Tittle more than the sections we 
have at present, and the OLA will be very 

weak. Instead, these groups which involve 
people from more than one division, could 
be potent forces in uniting the divisions, 
and therefore the whole CLA. Surely it 
would not be a sin for two or more divi
sions - even all four, to agree on saying the 
same thing about something? Doubtlessly, 
there will be many things they should co
operate on. 

Many details still have to be ironed out 
and suggestions for this will be made by 
~1e Implementation Committee which con
sists of:

1. The Vice-President, or some other re
presentative chosen by each of the new 5 
divisions:- Canadian Association of Col
lege and University Libraries (GACUL), 
Canadian Association of Public Libraries 
( CAPL), Canadian Library Trustees' As
sociation (CLTA), Canadian Association of 
Special Libraries and Information Services 
( CASUS), and Canadian School Libraries 
Association ( CSLA) . 

2. A representative from the present 
Technical Services Section (TSS). 

3. A representative from the present 
Information Services Section (ISS) - not to 
be confused with CASLIS. 

4. The Chairman of CAG. 

5. The Treasurer of CLA. 

6. The Executive Director of CLA. 

7. One person 3Jt large (preferably 
younger members) from each of the new 
divisions (see 1. above). These are to be 
chosen by the Committee on Committees. 
This will give a total of 15 members to the 
Implementation Committee. 

Other CLA Council tidbits:

( i) Ist Vice-President, Harry Camp
bell of the Toronto Public Library, would 
like suggestions for the theme of the 1974 
Conference (Winnipeg) '1:0 be sent to him 
before March 1973. 
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( ii ) Elected CLA Councillors now get 
their travel expenses paid. Members of the 
Board of Directors get the same, and a per 
diem allowance. 

(iii ) The Copyright Committee has 
exam ined the recommendations of the 
Report of the Economic Council on Intel
lectual and Industrial Property , regarding 
copyright, and Council approved a letter to 
go to the Minister of Consumer and Cor
porate Affairs commenting on individual 
points. 

(iv ) CLA is now the 7th or 8th largest 
conference in Canada and 'the registration 
at Regina was 930. Future conferences wi'll 
be held as follows:

1973 - Sackvrlle, N. B. 
1974 - Winnipeg 
1975 - Toronto 
1976 - Halifax 
1977 - Montreal ( Joint with ACBLF )" 
( v ) As part of International Book Year, 

the Federal Government has given the 
CLA a grant of $10,000 for the Regina Con
fer ence, and a further $20,000 for support 
ing local projects in connec tion with lEY. 
There is still a small amount left in the lat
ter, and H arry Campbell would be glad to 
receive suggest ions for projects as soon as 
possible. 

CAG usually meets on its own once dur
ing each CLA Conference and also just be
fore each CLA Council mooting. At the 
June Htm CAG meeting, I was elected 
Chairman for the coming yea r to replace 
Don Meadows of Saskatchewan, whose 
term is up. In addition, this means that 
I represent CAG on the Implementation 
Committee. Each CAG member gives the 
ocher CAG members copies of a written 
report of the aotivirtries of his or her organi
zat ion since the last CAG meeting. These 
are very int eresting and often serve to 
re-emphasize the need for coordination 

of provincial activities, as we ar e often 
concerned about the sam e things. 

At 'the CAG meeting before this fall's 
council started, several associations reported 
that practical experiments have taken place 
in their areas to see it joint school-public 
libraries will work . In reporting this to CLA 
Council, I suggested that CSLA and CAPL 
might get tog ether, perhaps with a joint 
committee , write up this information and 
publish it as a CLA Occasional Paper . Lib
rari es of any kind are not: cheap to operat e 
and municipal officials should be glad to 
know ahead of time that a particular kind 
is less likely to be successful than some 
thing else. 

Other highlights of the CAG mooting 
were : 

(i ) Pross Report . Most associat ions have 
committees working on it and in provinces 
wh ere there are new Queen's Printers, some 
headway is being made. ( Editor's Note: 
Further mention of the Pross Report occurs 
in the "Out of the In Box" section of this 
issue ) . 

( ii ) Meetings and Conferences. Most 
associations have only one mooting a year 
but those like Ontario se rving denser popu
lations are able to have local groups which 
put on workshops more frequently. In 
addition several have monthly newsletters 
in addition to their more formal journals. 

( iii) Quebec Legislation. Book prices 
hav e gone up and provincial grants have 
gone down, placing the public library sys
tem in serious jeopardy. Less than $1 per 
person was spent on public librari es in 
1970. 

(Editor's Not e : Opinions and comments on 
this report or to do with CLA are invited 
bl! Miss Harbord of the Dartmouth Region
al Library. ) 
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lOUT of the IN box I a sampling of notes from the library world. 

Dalhousie School of Library Service 

The School began its fourth yea r of 
operat ion in September 1972. It welcomed 
back 34 students from th e previou s yea r 
who were joined by 39 students emba rking 
on tho now standard, two-year programme. 
The 39 new students were chosen from 120 
applican ts. This year th e School introduced 
a seven day Orientation programme design
ed to introduce the new student s to th e 
School and its programmes, as well as lib 
rari es and librarians in the area. 

The A.P.L.A. Prize for 1972 for the stu
dent showing th e most professional promise 
was aw arded to Miss Mary Norton, a 
graduat e of the Apri l Class. Miss Norton is 
now emp loyed at the Toronto Public Lib
rary. 

The K & W Enterprises Scholarship for 
the academic yea r 1972/ 73.has been awa rd
ed t o Mr. Thomas Flemming. Born in 
Shelburne, Nova Scoti a, Mr. Flemmi ng is a 
graduat e of Saint Mary's U niversity and 
Dalhousie University. Last yea r he was a 
teach er in Gander, Newfoundland. 

More detailed information on th e School's 
activities is now provided in its Newsletter, 
which appears twice a year . Copies of 
earlier issues have been widely distributed 
but a ny library not on the mailing list and 
wishing to receive future issues is asked to 
write to Dr. Norman Horrocks, Newsletter 
Editor, at th e School. 

The School announces its Fall term lec
ture seri es, to 'be held at the Killam Library 
Auditorium , Fridays at 10:1.5 a.m. All lib
rari an s are cordially invited to a tte nd, and 
no prior notification of at tenda nce is 
needed. 

September 29 -

Mr. Rob ert Wedgeworth, Executive 
Director, Ame rican Library Associat ion. 

"The American Library Association : 
Present Position and Future Prospects." 

October 13 -

Dr. F . W. Matt hews, Associate Professor , 
School of Library Service, Dalhousie Uni
versity. 

"INFOCARE: The Place of Government 
in In formation Serv ice." 

Oc tober 20 -

Mr. John E . Dutton, Chief Librari an , 
North York Public Library. 

"A Helicopter View of North York and 
th e Administration of its Libraries." 

November 3 -

Mr. John N. Berry Ill, Editor, Library 
J ~urn,~1. "Libraries: Th e Politics of Sur
viva l, 

Novembe r 17 

Miss Kay Hill , Author. 

"An Author looks at the Can adi an Book 
Scene." 

December 1 -

Mr. Bernard ]. McNa11we, Executive 
Director, Canadian Library Association. 

"The Future of the Canadian Library 
Associa tion." 

December 8 -

Mrs. M. Eileen Travis, Chi ef Librari an , 
Saint John Region al Library. 

"The Library Administrator Looks at the 
Library School Graduate." 
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News from Newfoundland 

West Coast Library Association 

Mrs. Esperanza Aquino sends this release 
on the recent establishment of the West 
Coast Library Association, in Newfound
land. . 

On th e evening of October 3, 1972, a 
group of twenty-nine dynamic library
minded people, including parents , teach ers, 
principals, library assistants, and six pro
fessional librarians - finalized the forming 
of the West Coast Library Association . 

This group originated last April , with 
Brother P. V. Shea, the then Library Super
visor of the R. C. School Board-Humber 
St. Barbe. 

This West Coast group of library workers 
had wanted to be affiliated with the School 
Library / AV Council of the Newfoundland 
Teachers Association. However, the more 
flexible West Coast Librarians were unwill
ing 10 have meaningless restriations put on 
them by St. John 's. In Brother Shea's words : 
"The St. John 's Branch ( of the SL/AV 
N.T.A. Council) is to be the 'parent branch'. 
We really need a Provincial Executive in
stead of a St. John's Executive Body." 

Th e West Coast Library Association is 
open to all persons in libraries, wheth er 
teach er , parent, or librarian, - on the 
whole West Coast of Newfoundland. At 
Tuesday's meeting, there were representa
tives from De er Lake, Stephenville and the 
whole Bay of Islands region. 

Executive for the West Coast Library 
Association: 

CHAIRMAN: 
Mrs. Esperanza Aquino, Librarian 
Regina High School (Senior ) 
Comer Brook, Nfld. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER : 
Mrs. Connie BuM, Concerned Parent 
S. D. Cook School 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS: 
Mr. Paul Cook 
Miss Yvonne Earle 
Mr. Maxwell Mullett 
Mrs. Sieglinde Stieda-Leoasseur 

Tuesday night's business mooting was 
followed by a demonstration on book
repairing, held by Miss Bernie Conran. 

The next meeting will be held on Tues 
day, November 7, 1972. 

Government Publications 

A recently released report, Government 
publishing in the Canadian prov-inces, a 
prescriptive study, should enable librarians 
10 discover, acquire and organize provincial 
government publications more easily than 
is now possibl e. Th e report, by Professor 
A. Paul Pross, a political scientist at Dal
housie Un iversity, and his wife Catherine, 
formerly a librarian with the Public 
Archives of Nova Scotia, points out why the 
job of collecting and organizing these pu bli
cations has largely been an exercise in 
frustration. These include poor distribution, 
lack of an automatic system for depositing 
provincial government publications in lib
raries, and inadequate handling of publica
tions once they reach th e library. 

One recomm endation, particularly en
dorsed by C.L.A ., is th at a Supervisor of 
Documents be appointed in each province 
to examine all provincial documents, in 
conjunction with the issuing departments, 
to ensure that as many documents as possi
ble are given the widest circulation to in
dividuals and libraries both within and 
outside th e province. 

Atlantic School of Theology 

Sister Margaret Flahiff was recently ap
pointed Librarian at the Atlantic School of 
Theology. Also appointed was Mrs. ] . 
Clement Harrison. One of the first projects 
at the School will involve the immediate 
transfer of the library of Holy Heart Semi
nary to the library facilities of the Atlan tic 
School. 
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Not es from New..Brunswick 

Albert-W estmorland-Kent Regional Library 

Terence Amis, School and Exten sion Lib
rari an , is curren tly teaching an extension 
course for the University of Moncton. The 
course is Library Science for Tea chers 
(ED 2710) and is given at th e Monc
ton Public Library. 

News/ Nou velles will be published for 
the second year. Published by the Extension 
D epartment of the library, it deals mainl y 
wit h information regarding school libraries 
of School Districts 11 to 17. 

Legislative Library 

Appointments: Miss Jocelyne LeBel is 
presently Supervising Libraria n, as of 
August 1. Miss E. Sharon Barker has been 
appointed as Cataloguer. 

Plans for th e future include building up 
the F rench collection; a complete index to 
th e Telegraph-journal, a revision of Hugh 
Taylor's New Brunsunck History's: a check
list of secondarq sources; and the publish
ing of a ten yea r cumulation checklist of 
New Brunswick government documents. 

NewStart Programme 

Alain Rob erge of New Brunswick New
Start, Richibucto, reports that books are 
presently being taken to two Senior Citi
zens' hom es. F ilm shows are also being 
presented on Saturday mornings. NewStart 
ha s received a gift of 200 books to 'help it 
On its way. 

Library Programme New Brunswick, 
1972-1973 

Provision 'has been made in th e Legisla
tive Grant to libraries not only to expand, 
but a lso to improve existing library servic e 
in New Brunswick. The overall increase in 
th e grant of fifty per cent breaks down to 
75-25, for improvement and expansion of 

services respectively. 

It has been fairly well decided by this 
time that the Province should be divided 
into five Library Regions ( the Act reads a 
maximu m of eight Library Regions ) . With 
the partial establishment of the Haut Saint
Jean Lib rary Region a year ago, th e way 
has been cleared to expa nd, rather th an 
create new Library Region s. 

Th e Haut Saint-Jean Library Region, 
Edmundston, will be expa nded th is year to 
include all of Mad awaska and northern 
Victoria Counties. Th e YO1'k L ibrary Re
gion, F redericton, will be expanded to in
clude Carleton County and the larg er part 
of Victoria. This arrangement makes it 
possibl e to add to York, Queens and Sun
bu ry Counties. Th e Saint John Library 
Region will be enlarged to include a Public 
Lib rary in Sussex. 

Th e original intention of 1957 will be 
fulfill ed this yea r when Kent County be
comes, in fact, a part of th e Albert-West
mo-rland-Kent Library Region, Moncton. 
Th e Chaleur Library Region, Campbellton, 
a combination of the former Restigouche 
and Nepisiguit Lib rary Regions, will be 
extended to include a Public Library in 
Caraq uet, 

With the library programme this yea r, 
service is availabl e now to 460,000 or ap
proximately 74 per cent of New Bruns
wick. 

Special Libraries Association 

Special Libraries Association for the 18th 
year is offering scholarship awards for 
study leading to the Master's degree in lib
rary and information science. Four $2,000 
scholarships will be granted for the Aca
demic Year 197.3/74. For further infonna
tion contact SLA Membership Department, 
235 Park Avenue South , New York, New 
York, 10003. 
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News from Nova Scotia 

The official opening of the South Shore 
Regional Library was held in the attraotive 
Branch Library and Art Centre, Town of 
Lunenburg, on September 11, 1972. The 
main speakers were The Honourable Victor 
deB. Oland, Lieutenant-Governor, Province 
of Nova Scotia and Mr. Lynton Martin, 
Director, Cultural Services, Province of 
Nova Scotia. Service began in the Town of 
Lunenburg on September 12, 1972. Colour
ful ribbon-cutting ceremonies highlighted 
the initiation of bookmobile service in th e 
towns of Bridgewater and Mahone Bay on 
October 12 and 13 respectively. 

Miss Gwynneth Hughes, Chief Librarian, 
Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library, has re
signed for health reasons. Miss Diane 
MacQuame, Supervisor, Public Libraries, 
will be Acting Librarian until a new ap
pointment is made. 

A staff meeting of the Nova Scotia 
Regional Librarians was held on November 
1 and 2, 1972. Topics discussed included a 
new interlibrary loan manual for th e re
gional public libraries, the expansion of 
audio-visual services and the extension of 
borrowing privileges. Staff requirements 
and 1973 estimates received 'the attention of 
the regional librarians. A session on book
mobiles focused on new supplies and sug
gested changes in specifications as well as 
changing directions in bookmobile service. 

Mr. Don Padmore, Information Canada, 
and Mr. Eric Dennis, Nova Scotia Com
munications and Information Centre, high
lighted a discussion on information centres. 
Dr. Joseph Lauwerys also visited th e Staff 
meeting and discussed services available 
from the Atlantic Institute of Educati on. 

Eastern Counties Regional Library held 
a most successful Open House on Septem
ber 16, including children's story hours and 
an exhibition of 'local arts and crafts. 

Grant to APLA 

The Publications Committee of APLA is 
pleased to announce the receipt of a Grant 
of $3,000 from the C .L.A. - International 
Book Year Committee for the purpose of 
reviving the Atlantic Provinces Checklist. 
It is planned to establish an advisory body 
to consider procedure. The last volume of 
the Checklist covered the year 1965, and it 
is understood that some work has been done 
tOr th e years 1966 and 1967. 

In Tribute 

Librarians , particularly in the Artilantic 
Provinces, have been saddened to learn 
of the death on October 4, 1972 of Mary 
D. Falconer. 

Miss Falconer's active association with 
libraries in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
goes back to 1945. She came as chief lib
rarian to Mount Allison University follow
ing several years as a children's librarian 
in Boys and Girls' House of the Toronto 
Public Library, where she went after gradu
ation from the University of Toronto Lib
rary School. 

At the time of her death Miss Falconer 
was living in Halifax, having been forced 
by poor health into ea rly retirement from 
Dalhousie University Library. At Dalhousie 
she had held responsible posicions including 
that of Acting Director jointly with two 
other senior staff members. 

Mary Falconer will long be rem embered 
in Halifax by public and fellow staff mem
bers as the first head of the Circulation 
Department in th e Halifax Memorial Lib
rary which was opened in 1951. She de
voted her considerable skills to building up 
from absolute zero a fine book coll ection 
and enthusiastically introducing Haligoni
ans to the services of their new library. 
Her amazing ability to convey to others 
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her own appreciation of good reading 
proved a great strength a.t a critical time 
in the library's development. So too, did her 
high standards of book selection provide the 
strong basis for today's greatly enlarged 
collection. 

Even in retirement Miss Falconer retain
ed her keen interest in libraries and librari
ans. Having been one of the original mem
bers of the Maritime Library Association 
she continued as a loyal member of its sue

cessor, the Atlantic Provinces Library 
Associabion. She was also a member of the 
Canadian Library Association from 1950, 
being particularly active in the Halifax 
conferences. 

But to those librarians who knew and 
worked with Mary Falconer the things 
which are remembered now, as they were 
appreciated then , are a delightful sense of 
humour, a never failing loyalty and the 
warmth of genuine friendship. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Hope Bridgewater is Children's Librarian at the Halifax Oity Regional Lib
rary and Chairman of C.A.C.L. of the C.L.A. Heather Harbord is Chief Librarian 
of the Dartmouth Regional Library, and President Elect of the APLA. Franklin 
L. Pigot is Reference Ldbrarianat Kelley Memorial Library, University of Prince 
Edward Island. Formerly Bookmobile Librarian with nhe Cape Breton Regional 
Library, Stanley Squires is presently Librarian at the Nova Scotia Teacher's Col
Iege, Truro. Catherine (Ayers) Sklar worked until recently as Bookmobile 
Librarian at Annapolis Valley Regional Library. Reshard Cool is the Editor of 
Square Deal Publications, which will shortly be bringing out collections of P.E.I: 
folklore; folksongs, poetry and plays . A number of books are also in preparation 
for P.E.I.'s Centennial Year. 

BUSINESS FORMS AND SYSTEMS SERVICE 

P.O. Box 885, 303 Sr. George Sr. Moncton. N.B. 506 - 855-7382 
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THE NEED FOR AUTHENTIC CANADIAN 
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 

Hope Bridgewater 

There is a great need to hav e quality 
books about Canada for our children, and 
to hav e such books published a nd edited in 
Canada . Canadian librarians should be more 
ac tive in informing publishers of thi s need 
and suggesting to them types of books for 
which our children are asking. 

Here in Nova Scoti a, the abs ence of 
child ren's books on local people and themes 
is almost total. When school child ren ask 
for detailed informat ion on Joseph Howe 
and Sir Charles Tupper, we can only give 
them Caruuliana Encyclopedia (written for 
adults) and adult history books. 

Ch ildren are ent husias tic about the new 
emphasis on Canadian materials in school 
social studies, but when they come to th e 
public libraries asking for biographies of 
well-known local people, for ethnic his
tories, and for county histories, we have al
most noth ing to give them - except ma
terial meant for adults. 

Not long ago a teacher in a Halifax city 
school sent her child ren to our library 
to find Nova Scoti an nov els. Unfortunately, 
we soon ran out of titl es. W e have a few 
charming novels about Nova Scotia, now 
mostly out of print, and, with two except 
ions, written for the elementary rather than 
the junior high level. For our Nova Scoti an 
children we need to have more novels with 
our own province provid ing the back
ground, we need biographies about import
an t people of the past and present, and we 
need several short ethnic histories. We 
need Nova Scotian books not only about 

children of the racial major ities ( ie. child
ren of English or Scottish descent) but as 
well, books about Nova Scotian children 
from racial minorities (i .e. children of Indi
an, Chinese, Jew ish, Black and Acadian 
descent ) . 

If we ever do get to the stage of ha ving 
several books a year published about Nov a 
Scotia and its people, let us hope we will 
have more accuracy 'than in the picture 
book titled, "When Great-Grandmother was 
Young", by Maxine Kumin, an American 
writer. This picture boo k was published in 
1971 by Putnams , an American publishin g 
firm, and simultaneously in Canada by 
Longmans in Toronto. 

Mrs. Kumin has written a pleasant an d 
nostalgic story about her great -grand
mother's life on Gerard's Isl and, just off 
Nova Scotia . Her book, however , is seriously 
marred by severa l errors which Vividl y 
point out the need for havin g boo ks about 
Nova Scotia edited and published in th is 
province. I noti ced three errors immedi
ately. On page 5, Mrs. Kumin spells Sydney, 
Cape Breton , as "Sidney", and on th e sam e 
page she clai ms Gerard's Island is shaped 
like an egg. Well, it isn't , unl ess eg gs have 
changed their shap e. On pa ge 13 she says 
tides along the eastern shore are th e highest 
in the world (il: ides on the eastern shore are 
at the very most 7' 6" wh ereas the Bay of 
Fundy tides may reach a span of 45' ). By 
confusing the t ides of the Eastern Shore 
with the Bay of Fundy, Mrs . Kumin com
mits an error which most Nova Scotian 
school children would not make. Realizing 
the book might contain more errors, 
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took copies to three people knowledge
able of Nova Scotian history (Mr. Niels 
jannasch at the Nova Scotia Museum, Dr. 
Charles Armour all: Dalhousie University 
Archives, and Miss Phyllis Blakeley at the 
Public Archives of Nova Scotia ) and they 
noted even more errors, which I now relate. 
On page 9 the illustration of a sailing 
vessel bears no resemblance to the real 
thing, for it is a hotch potch of Columbus' 
Santa Maria together with ropes, spars and 
so-caned ship's fittings altogether an insult 
to any Nova Scotian. The illustrator should 
have looked at any of the many available 
photographs of two-masted schooners used 
in the coastal trade. On page 14, Mrs. 
Kumin says ships were launched from Ger
ard's Island but no ships were ever built 
or launched at that part of th e Eas tern 
Shore. On page 27 the text and illust rations 
are both misleading. The text talks about 
bow-yoke while the illustration shows a 
head-yoke - maybe. The illustrator obvi
ously didn't know a thing about yokes and 
therefore tried to get away with a few im
pressionistic scratches, 

On page 37 the illustration of a hors e on 
a scow towed by two rowboats is certain:ly 
open to questioning. You cannot lash a row
boat to the side of a scow, and neither can 
you tow th e way shown in the illustration, 
for the boats would have to be in front of 
the barge, 

On page 38 a stem-wheeler is shown and 
a stem-wheeler would never have been in 
that district at that time. It may have been 
a small paddle-wheel tug but more prob
ably the steamer encountered was one of 
the coastal steamers, at that time already 
screw-propelled. 

On page 46 Mrs. Kumin tolls of a boy 
skating from Gerard's Island to Tangier. 
Everyone I've talked to says this is highly 
unlikely. 

I'll stop counting the errors, even though 

there are other items in 'this book which arc 
incorrect. This pleasantly sentimental stor y 
of Nova Scotia is almost ruined by its many 
errors. Wh at a p jty the author and illustra
tor did not take greater care in rese-arching 
details. There is a dang er that in the present 
gen eration the errors in this picture story 
book about Nova Scotia are not recognized 
by children, and a danger as well that in 
anothe r generation adults will believe that 
many of the errors in this book are ind eed 
authentic historical facts . Once again 
sho uld like to stress that such errors would 
not have gone unnoticed if this picture book 
had been ed ited and published in Nova 
Scotia. 

Certainly Canadian libraries should al
ways welcome t he best children's books 
from other countries. We Owe a debt of 
gratitude to both the United States and 
Great Britain for their great contributions to 
Children 's literature. It is literally true that 
we would have to close our children's lib
raries in Canada if we were suddenly de
prived from getting books and other medi a 
from th e United States and Great Britain, 
and certainly Canadi an children have ben e
fited greatly from the rich heritages from 
both these countries. Surely the time has 
come however for us to have more Cana
dian books in our libraries , but I must str ess 
well-written Canadian books . Children 
should not be given a poorly written and 
inadequate book just because it has been 
written by a Canadian. 

What we need are Canadian children's 
books equivalent in quali ty to the best pub
lished anywhere in the wonld, Where th e 
mon ey is to come from to p romote the pub
lishing of C anadian books in the Mar itimes 
and elsewh ere in Canada is a problem 
which must be solved if we are to develop 
a genuine Canadian culture. I am con
vinced that the printed page is stiN one of 
the best ways to guarantee th e pr eservation 
and cont inuation of any culture. 
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CO-OPERATIVE BOOK CENTRE OF CANADA LTD. 

The Appointment of Jack Ruan as Sales Manager is announced 
by George M. Harwood, Managing Director, Co-Operative Book 
Centre of Canada Ltd. Mr. Ruan has several years experience in Cana
dian book publishing and distribution and has travelled extensively 
in most areas of the country. Mr. Ruan will he responsible for pro
moting the business of the company throughout Canada, and will 
maintain his offices at the Co-Operative Book Centre of Canada Ltd., 
66 Northline Rd. , Toronto 16. 
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· .. because you pay less when you are a Baker Just send us a copy 01 a recent order filled by 
& Taylor customer. Any type of book or edi another source . Mask out the prices if you like. 
tion; it doesn't matter-you get the most and ask us to give you a computer print-out of 
competitive discounts in the industry . So the our prices. book by book . Then you'll see how 
money you save can be used to buy extra many more books you can get for the same 
books - very important in these days of higher dollars - at Baker & Taylor. 
prices and tighter budgets. No obligation, of course. Address your nearest 
Would you like proal of the savings we offer? Baker & Taylor div ision. 

TheBaker&Tayloreo. fit 
WESTERN DIVISION SOUTHI SOUTHWESTERN DIVISION 
RENO,NEVADA 895 02 CLARKSVILLE, TEXAS 75426 

EASTERN DIVISION MIDWEST DIVISION 
SOMERVILLE, NEW JERSEY 08876 MDMENCE,ILLINOIS 60954 

Industrial Patk 50 Kirby Avenue. Telephone, 201 ·72 2·80 00 Gladiola Avenue 380 Edison Way 
N.Y. City Telephone, 2t2·227· 8470 Telephone, 81 5·472 ·24 44 Telephone, 702·786 ·6700 Telephone: 214·4 27·3811 

Chicago Tel: 312 ·64 1·3233 

NI. Books Inspeclion Cenle, 5820 Wilshire Blvd.. LOS ANGELES. CALI FORNIA 900 36
 
Telephone, 213·938·292 5
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DALHOUSIE 
UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL 
OF 
LIBRARY 
SERVICE 

Th e School wel comed its first class in September , 1969 - the 
achievement of a goal long sought by the Atlantic Pro vinces library 
profession. 

DEGREE Mas ter of Library Service 

PROGRAM 4-terms 

CURRICULUM Combination of professional and academic 
courses, supervised library work experience, 
individual res earch projects. 

Inquiries should be dir ected to: 

ASSOC . REGISTRAR
 

Dalhousie University
 

Halifax, Nova Scotia
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Co-operative Book Centre of Canada Limited 
66 Northline Road. Toronto 76. Ontario. Cene de- (4 76) 75 7-353 0 
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With the 

Compliments 

0/ .. . 

RICH~RD ~BEL & CO., I c. 
SCHOLARLY BOOKS
 

IN THE
 

ARTS AND SCIENCES
 




