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SCHOOL LIBRARIES FOR TOMORROW SYMPOSIUM, OTTAWA, NOVEMBER 19-22, 1997
 

Several individuals from Nova Scotia attended this confer
ence including Marion Pape (Nova Scotia Provincial 
Library) and Holly Gunn (Nova Scotia School Libraries 
Association). This symposium will hopefully be a spark for 
developing significant support for school libraries. The 
following report was distributed by conference organizers 
listed below. 

The school library is a unique idea in our educational 
system. It is seen as a critical resource for literacy and 
curriculum support; a place for collaboration and discovery 
and an integral part of the instructional program all students 
need in order to fully take part in Canadian society. Almost 
every school in the country has a space that is called the 
"library" or the "resource centre", but their educational role 
has withered as other priorities push aside the perception 
that students need school libraries. 

A unique meeting was called in Ottawa, November 19
22 to consider how best to sustain these institutions in the 
face of change wrought by the coming of the computer and 
its information highway, and new calls to reduce the overall 
cost of schooling. Sixty five individuals representing a 
diverse range of interests gathered at the National Library of 
Canada for "Forging Forward: the National Symposium on 
Information, Literacy and the School Library in Canada" . 
Created by the two groups who represent school libraries in 
Canada: the Canadian School Library Association (CSLA) 
and the Association for Teacher-Librarianship in Canada 
(A TLC), and supported by the Quebec based Library 
Association - ASTED, this meeting marked a significant 
moment in public education in Canada. 

At its simplest level, the school library is a collection of 
materials of interest and value to students and teachers in 
that school, coupled to systems that permit and encourage 
access to that information. The group gathered in Ottawa 
saw the school library as a vehicle for offering a wide range 
of materials related to the instructional programs in the 
school, supporting both instruction in the use of the new 
information tools, and in the critical use of information 
skills across the curriculum . This instructional use requires 
the expertise of a teacher-librarian as a "knowledge naviga
tor" in this information-intense world, who with his or her 

special training, is able to relate the objectives of the school 
and classroom curriculum to the rich variety of learning 
resources assembled in the school. Ironically, it is the 
teacher-librarian who is under fire everywhere as priorities 
shift, as resources (especially human ones) are reduced and 
as the school moves away from developing truly independ
ent learners. 

There is a new myth floating in Education: "The 
Internet and the Web can replace the old library in the 
school. The Internet can replace those boring books and 
stuffy ideas and costly specialists with lively, colorful , 
interactive action through the ether." Just who will bring 
that wealth of information into play in the curriculum? Who 
will teach our young people how to discern propaganda from 
truth? Who will choose the best quality resources for use 
by our students and teachers? Who will help students and 
teachers connect information technologies with the skills 
associated with information literacy? 

For many at the Symposium it seemed ironic that we are 
having this discussion in the public system when private 
schools have expanded their view of the teacher-librarian 
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From the President's Desk
 

I hope the holiday season was 
happy and joyous for everyone! On 
behalf of the Executive, best wishes 
for a successful 1998! The APLA 
Executive held its fall meeting on the 
8th and 9th of November at the 
Universite de Moncton . Our thanks to 
Charlotte Dionne for making all the 
meeting arrangements . Membership 
became a major topic of discussion. 
Membership has decreased 
significantly since 1994; and the 
situation is of serious concern. The 
health and strength of any association 
is its membership, and we must act in 
ways to stabilize and promote 
membership in APLA. I ask all 
members to discuss APLA with your 
colleagues and to encourage those who 
are not members to join. Even with 
our busy personal and professional 
schedules, our Association provides 
many benefits and deserves a 

commitment of our time. 
The Provincial Vice Presidents 

reported a very positive response to 
the Copyright Workshop that was held 
in Moncton, Charlottetown, Halifax, 
and St. John's last November. The 
discussion on the topic of continuing 
education led to general agreement 
that a sim i lar topical session be 
planned and delivered in each 
province in the fall of 1998. It was 
felt that participants appreciated 
having a high quality continuing 
education session without having to 
travel out of province. 

Information Rights Week was also 
discussed. This year Information 
Rights Week is March 30-April 5, 
1998. If your Library or other local 
group are planning events in support 
of Information Rights Week, please 
send details to John Neilson, Editor of 
the APLA Bulletin . 

In this issue of the Bulletin you 
w :1I find calls for nominations for 
positions on the APLA Executive for 
1998/99. APLA needs you, and Sara 
Lochhead will be pleased to hear from 
volunteers . Serving on the Executive 
is a rewarding experience. You learn 
about your association while gaining a 
very positive personal and 
professional experience. There are 
also calls for First Timers Awards, 
applications to the Memorial Awards, 
and for Merit Award Nominations. 

The highlight of the year is always 
the annual conference and planning is 
well underway for the 1998 APLA 
Conference in Wolfville, Nova Scotia. 
The preliminary programme looks 
excellent! So mark your calendar and 
plan to be in Wolfville May 22-24, 
1998 . 

- John Tcskey 

School Libraries for Tomorrow (Continued from page 1) 

and the school Iibrary. Research on the effectiveness of the 
school library was shared by keynote speakers and it was 
shown that there is a strong correlation between student 
achievement and the quality of the school library programs 
in their schools. For parents in attendance at the Symposium 
this was particularly important since their concerns centred 
on how their children will be prepared for the future cul
tural, social and econom ic conditions. 

School Iibraries have been on the forefront in their 
recognition of the electronic realit ies of our new society. 
Educational leaders have embraced the necessity of provid
ing access to the new technologies and they must now 
recognize the fact that these technologies enhance and 
confirm the essential values provided by the school library. 
There is no longer room in the school for a quiet, bookish 
place caught in its standard stereotype. The new school 
library has embraced the new tools of learning as critical 
components in meeting the needs of citizens in this new 
world. The school library is an excellent symbol for the 
concept of self-directed learning, the notion of reading as an 
essential skill in our society, the recugnition that visual and 
other literacies must be taught and nurtured through experi

ence, and that "information literacy" may well be the a new 
curriculum in the "information age". 

The Symposium set many objectives and goals for its 
three day meeting in Ottawa. The agenda carried with it all 
the accumulated trials and anguish that have touched the 
specialty over the years . Across Canada, there is wide 
variation in the quality of service, the scope of collections, 
the provision of personnel and the training of specialists 
among provinces and regions. While the participants were 
unable to resolve all the problems, they did strongly reaffirm 
the fundamental values that our society sti II holds for the 
education system: that every child should have the opportu
nity to engage the best learning material we produce; that 
every child should leave the school equipped with skills -the 
literacies - that will open doors to a continuous learning 
process; that every child should be able to usc the computer 
to connect with a wealth of information from which he or 
she can find the information needed, and that every child 
should realize that the school is only a part of a learning 
environment that is the world. 

(continued on next page) 
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Schoo' Libraries for Tomorrow... 
(continued fro m previous page) 

The schoo l lib rary is no t driven sole ly by teacher
librarians, adm inistrators, teachers, techn ocrats, or budget 
balancers. It be longs to everyone . It is an integral part of the 
fundame ntal quali ty of our schoo ls, and a fundame nta l righ t 
of all children in Can ada. 

Th e Nati onal Sy mpos ium Co mm ittee : 

Jud y Davies, Consultant, PEl Educat ion 
902-3 68- 4633 , fax: 902 -3 68-4622 
<goodwivesezigov.pe.ca> 

Jocelyne Dion , Commission sco laire de Sa inte-T herese 
514-433-4600 x2238, Fax: 5 14-433-4604 
<dionj@bnj pdl.gries .gq .ca> 

Ray Doiron, Pre sident, PEl Teacher-L ibrarians Assn. 
Facul ty of Educa tion, Univers ity of P.E.1. 
902-566-0694, Fax:902-566-0416 
<raydoiron@ upei.ca>· 

Donald Ham ilton . Education librarian , 
Univers ity of Victoria 
250-72 1-7899, Fax : 25 0-72 1-7767 
<dharniIto@u vic. ca> 

Jud ith Kootte, Coordinator of Technology and 
Info rmation Serv ices , Richm ond Sch ool Board 
604 -32 1-6256, Fax: 604- 66 8-6 119 
. j kuotte@ ric hmo nd .sd3 8.bc .ca> 

Pat Taylor, Pres ide nt, ATLC & Coordinator, Learn ing 
Reso urce s Bra nch, Sas katoo n Public Sc hoo l Division 
306-683-83 ~ 7, l ax : 306-683-8207 
taylor. pat@sbe .saskatoon ,sk .ca 

- Marion Pape 
Nova Scotia Provincial Library 

Signed. Sealed. Delivered. Complete off..- site check in 
fur your subscriptiuns. 
For decad es, Fa xon Canada has been provid ing 

sub-c rip rio n Ill a n~, g em enr se rv ices  aC'l u irrng 

a ll the matcr ials vour librarv needs. 
N , )\\, w it h O SCAR, our new O ff-SHe 

Check 111 An,1 Rourin g se rvice , we ca n hell' 
yu u m or e . \X'c ' ll ra ke e m: u f al l the pro cessing, 

c la im ing ,m,1rllUri ng o f vour suhscr ipno ns. 

Fin" lIy voul l ha w rim e to d u what 's rcallv 

im por tan t . 

T o r.i l ser vice . [,)r ,l l U lIWE' n lCnc e, 

S ur r r isin !:ly ,lflu rJ ;lh lt'. 

fa:on 
canada 
A DAWS@N C'O MPANY 

Exp l.ire vour oprions. 

C o n tac t us for mor e info rm .m on . 

Email: IJScar@j a.\ Ot1,CCl • Tel: (ROO) 263·29611 

mailto:jkuotte@richmond.sd38.bc.ca
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APLA Executive 1997-98
 

Past President
 
Sar a Lochhead, University Librarian
 

Mount Allison Unive rsity
 
Phone: 506-36 4-2567, Fax : 506-364-2617
 

Email: slochhead@ mta.ca
 
Envoy: ILL.NB SAM
 

President
 
John Te skey, Director of Libr aries
 

University of Ne w Brun swick
 
Work: 506-453-4740, Fax: 506-45 3-4 595
 

Email: jteskey@unb.ca
 

Vice President, President Elect
 
Dan Savage
 

PEl Government Serv ices Library
 
Work: 902-368 -4653 , Fax: 902 -368 -5544
 

Email : dasav age@gov .pe.ca
 

Treasurer
 
Elaine Maclean, Hea d, Te chnical Serv ices
 

SI. Franci s Xavier Library
 
Work : 902-867-2334, Fax : 902-867-5 153
 

Email: emac lean@s tfx .ca
 

Secretary
 
Jocelyne Tho mpso n, Assistant Director
 

New Brunswick Library Servi ce
 
Wo rk: 506-453-2354, Fax: 506-453-241 6
 

Email: j thompso n@gov.nb.ca
 

Vice President (Newfoundland)
 
Beverl ey Neable, Librarian
 

Prince Philip Drive Ca mpus, Co llege of the North Atlantic
 
Work : 709-758-727 4, Fax: 709-758-7231
 
Email: bneable@admin.northatlanti c .nf.ca
 

Vice President (Prince Edward Island)
 
Norine Hanu s, Co llectio ns Librari an
 
University of Prince Edward Island
 

Work: 902-566-0479, Fax: 902 -62 8-4305
 
Email: nhanus @upei.ca
 

Vice President (Nova Scotia)
 
Faye Hopkins, Librarian
 

Ca pe Breton Region al Library
 
Work: 902-562 -3279, Fax : 902-564-0765
 

Ema il: fhopkins@n ssc .libra ry.ns.ca
 

Vice Pre sident (New Brunswick)
 
Charlotte Dio nne, Chef du catalog ue
 

Bibl iotheque Champlain
 
Wo rk: 506- 858-40 12, Fax : 506-858-4086
 

Ema il: d ionneca@jumoncton.ca
 

Vice President (Membership)
 
Elizabeth Brown e, Ca ta loguer
 

Memo rial University o f New foundland
 
Work : 709-737 -7433,·'ax: 709-737-2 153
 

Emai l: ebrowne(tymorga n.ucs .mun.ca
 
Envoy: QJ:: II.Lib
 

(PERIODICA)
 
MEMB RE DE T R A NSCO N T IN E N TAL 

• PERIODICA abonnements • BIBLIORAMA 
10,000 titres (magazines , peri od iqu es Tous les livres dispon ibles de langue francaise 
et journaux du monde ent ier) di str ibues au Canada 

• PERIODICt\ Video • Pal'tr,nair'e CEltROM-SNI 
1500 tit res (arts, sc iences , litt erature, 

500 BANOUES DE DONNEES SUR CD-ROMvoyage , jeunesse , c inema de reperto ire) 
(ac tualite , aHaires , sciences et technologie, 
sante, medecine, edu cation) • PERIODIC\ Mullimedia 

Plus de 300 CD-ROM mu lt imedia Acces d irect aplus de 1 250 sources
 
de langue trancaise d'information electronique
 

PERIODICA, un guichet central d'ecces aux produits d'information 

PERIODICA Inc. Tel.: (514) 274-5468 
Case postale 444, Outremont Fax: (514) 274-0201 
Quebec Canada H2V 4R6 .To~t Ie Ca~ada: ~ 800 36~-1~31 

, Oourrier electromque : Info@penodlca.qc.ca 

mailto:Info@penodlca.qc.ca
mailto:dionneca@jumoncton.ca
mailto:fhopkins@nssc.library.ns.ca
mailto:nhanus@upei.ca
mailto:bneable@admin.northatlantic.nf.ca
mailto:jthompson@gov.nb.ca
mailto:emaclean@stfx.ca
mailto:dasavage@gov.pe.ca
mailto:jteskey@unb.ca
mailto:slochhead@mta.ca
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Publication Information 

T he APLA Bulletin is the offic ial organ 
of the Atlan tic Pro vinces Library Associa
tion. Frequency: The APLA Bulletin is 
published bi-mo nthly . Subscriptions: Insti 
tut ion s may subsc ribe to the Bull et in for $55 
per annum ($55US for foreig n subsc rip
tions) . Subsc riptions an d claims for missin g 
issues should be sent to the Treasurer of the 
Association clo T he Schoo l of Library and 
In format ion Studies, Dalh ou sie University, 
Hali fax , NS B3H 4H8. Ba ck vo lumes are 
ava ilable from Universi ty M icrofilms, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48106. Submissions: Submis 
sions should be sent to the Editor or Assis
tant Edi tor. Deadlines for submiss ions are 
February 7, April 7, June 7, August 7, Oc to 
ber 7, December 7. Advertising: All co rre 
sponde nce regarding ad vertising sh ould be 
sent to the Advertis ing Ed itor . A rate car d is 
available upon request. Indexing: Th e APLA 
Bulletin is inde xe d in Canadian Periodical 
Index an d Canadian Business and Current 
Affairs. 

This paper conforms to ANSI Standard 
Z39.48-1984 

T he editors can be reached at the following 
addresses: 

Editor:
 
John Neilson
 

Government Documents , Data, and Maps
 
Department
 

Harriet Irving Library
 
University of New Brunswick
 

Fredericton. NB E3B 5H5
 
Fax: 506-453-4595
 

Voice: 506-453-4752
 
e-mail: neilson @unb.ca
 

Assistant Editor:
 
Linda Han sen
 

Ward Chipman Library,
 
University of New Brunswick
 

Saint John, NB E2L 4L5
 
Fax: 506-648-570 I
 

Voice: 506-648-5788
 
e-mail: Ihansen@unbsj.ca
 

Advertising Editor:
 
Michelle Fiander
 

Reference and Technical Services
 
R.P. Bell Library
 

Mount Allison University
 
Sackvil!e, NB EOA 3eO
 

Fax: 506-364-2617
 
Voice: 506-364-2566
 

e:mail : mfiander@mta.ca
 

Directory of Convenors, 1997-98
 

Co mm u nica tio ns Co m m itte e
 
Francesco Lai , Acting Systems Librar ian
 

No va Scotia Agricu ltura l Co llege
 
Wo rk : 902 -893 -6669, Fax : 902 -895-093 4
 

Ema il: flai (ajcad min.nsac .ns .ca
 
Envoy : ILL.NSTA
 

Intellectual Freedom Committee
 
vacant
 

Memorial Awards Co m mi tt ee
 
Shei la Pearl
 

14 Cre sce nt Dr ive
 
Trur o, NS B2N 1N6
 

Work: 902 -895-5347, Fax 902 -893 -56 10
 
Envo y : ILL.N 5TT
 

Public Relation s C om m itt ee
 
vacant
 

INTEREST GROUPCONVEN ERS
 

C ollect ions Development
 
Laura Jan tek
 

Hal ifax Region al Libr ary
 
Work: 902 -490-5823, Fax : 902 -490-5747
 

Email: Ijantek@ nsh .lib rary .ns.ca
 

C omputers and Connectivit y
 
Peter Webster, Head of In for mation Se rvices
 

Sai nt Mary ' s University
 
Work: 902-420-5507, Fax : 902-420-556 1
 

Email : pwebster@shark.stmarys.ca
 

Conservation of Library Materials
 
Patri cia Cha lme rs,
 

Assistant Libr ari an, Collection
 
Unive rsity of King's College
 

Work: 902 -422- 127 1, extensio n 174
 
Fax: 902 -423 -3357
 

Emai l: cha lme rs@i sdal.ca
 

C ont in u ing Education
 
Dar lene Ta n
 

Reference Librarian
 
Universi ty of Ne w Brunswick
 

Work : 506-4 53-4834, Fax : 506 -453 -4596
 
Emai l: darlenet@ unb.ca
 

Francophone Interest Group
 
Johanne Jacob
 

PEl Provincial Lib rary Se rvice
 
Wo rk: 902 -88 8-8370, Fax : 902 -888-8055
 

Email : jj acob@gov.pe.ca
 

Library In struction
 
Bar b Ph illip s
 

51. Francis Xav ier Universi ty
 
Work : 902-867 -2242, Fax : 90 2-867-5 153
 

l. ma il: bph iJlip(a)Slfx.ca
 

Library Technicians
 
Jennifer Millman
 

NS Departme nt of Education and Culture
 
Library
 

Wo rk : 902 -424-4920
 
Email : millmajl~gov. ns . ca
 

New spaper Interest Group
 
Ian Wil son , C ity Library
 

Sai nt Joh n Region al Library
 
Work : 506-64 8-11 91 , Fax : 506-658-2903
 

Emai l: bmal colm~l)nbnel. nb . ca
 

Envoy : AD MI N.NB S
 

Trustees Interest Group
 
Jud y Heron , President
 

NB Library Trus tees Associatio n
 
105 Scarle t Dri ve
 

Gondo la Poin t, NB E2 E 15 3
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE CONVENERS
 

Committee on Copyright
 
Richard H. Ellis , Un iversity Librarian
 

Me mo ria l University
 
Wor k: 709-737-7428, Fax: 709-737-2 153
 

Emai l: rhellis(u)mo rgan.ucs.mun .ca
 
En voy : ILL.N FSM
 

REPRESENTATIVES
 

APBR Society Board Representatives
 
Lau ra Jantek
 

Hal ifax Regional Library
 
Wor k: 902 -490-5823, Fax : 902-490-5747
 

Ema il: Ijant ek @n sh .library .ns.ca
 

Hedy Armour
 
5262 Morris Stree t
 

Hal ifax , NS B3J IC2
 
Phon e: 90 2-425-3877
 

APLA CONFERENCE 1998 - WO LFVILLE, NS
 

Program Committee
 
Andre G uay
 

Acadia Univers ity Library
 
Email: andre .guay@acadiau.ca
 

Local Arrangements C om m itt ee
 
Paulette Rushton
 

Acadia University Lib rary
 
Wo rk: 902-542-2202, Fax: 902-585- 1740
 

Ft NANCIAL E XAMI NER
 
Peter Gle nister
 

Bib liog raphic Ser vices Librarian
 
Mo unt Saint Vinc ent Uni versity
 

Work : 902 -457-6 40 2, Fax: 902 -457-3 175
 
Email: peter.gl eni sler@msvu.ca
 

Envoy : lLL. NSHV
 

mailto:Ijantek@nsh.library.ns.ca
mailto:jjacob@gov.pe.ca
mailto:darlenet@unb.ca
mailto:chalmers@isdal.ca
mailto:pwebster@shark.stmarys.ca
mailto:Ijantek@nsh.library.ns.ca
mailto:mfiander@mta.ca
mailto:Ihansen@unbsj.ca
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NEEDS 
INFORMATION 

IHS/M icrorned ia off ers the mos t extensive col lec t ions 
of Canad ian current events informat ion , availab le on a 
choi ce of p latforms, each offer ing unique feat ures, 
searc h option s and user interfaces. 

Wit h new techn ology and web developments, we can 
meet your ongoi ng needs for th e way this vi tal Canad ian 
informat ion is delivered . 

These companion da ta bases add up to a superlative 
reference source for users. 

CBCA Fulltext Reference 
Full text access to over 15 0 Canadian general interest t itl es, 
with indexing for eight newspapers and over 600 periodi cals. 

CBCA Fulltext Business 
Fulltext of app roximately 130 Canad ian tr ade, tec hno logy 
and bu sin ess-related periodica ls and news letters . 

Canadian NewsDisc 
Fulltext of every art ic le, co lumn and featu re pub lished by 
Canad a's leading newsp aper pu bl ishers. 

Maclean's 011 CD-ROM 
Full tex t of every art ic le and news report publi shed by 
Canada's Weekly Newsmagazine since 1988. 

For further information, or a FREE 30-day trial, contact your account representative 
or our CD Centre at 1-800-387-2689 or (416) 362-5211. 

-"-" 
IHSCANADA Micromedia Limited 

IHS GROUP Comp anies 

2 0 VICT ORIA STREET, TORU N ro. ONTARI O M 5C 2 N8 
EM AIL : i nf o@m ic rome d la. o n .c a INT ERN ET: www.mi cro m edi a .on c a 

mailto:info@micromedla.on.ca
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NEWS FROM THE PROVINCES
 

Public 
It is expected that all twenty-three 

branches of the Provincial Library 
System will be connected to AbbeyCat 
by the second week of January. The 
automation project has been three years 
in progress and it is with a feeling of 
satisfaction that the staff anticipates 
seeing the last of the libraries come 
online. Harry Holman, Director of 
Archives and Provincial Libraries, 
reports that approximately one-third of 
the province's libraries now have 
Internet access available for their pa
trons . To enhance the availability of the 
Internet, the Provincial Library is enter
ing into a partnership with the Comrnu
nity Access Project (CAP). In those 
communities where the CAP project is 
located in the library, the Provincial 
Library will assume the connectivity 
costs of the project. This frees project 
organizers from ongoing fundraising 
and allows them to concentrate on 
development and training. 

Academic 
Holland College has established a 

strategic planning committee to deter
mine the future of resource centres 
within the College system. To date two 
clustered resource centres have been 
created ; Royalty Centre under the di
rection of .Ioanne MacDonald and the 
Summers ide Centre headed by Jean 
Lyko. Previous to the development of 
these two centres, resources were to be 
found in numerous small collections 
scattered throughout the college. The 
efficiency of the new centres is appreci
ated by all their staff and patrons . 
Nancy Macintosh has been appointed 

Director of the Resource Centre and 
Computer Lab for the Atlantic Police 
Academy at Siemon Park. The Acad
emy is a part of the Holland College 
System and maintains a resource col
lection that includes information on 
policing, criminology and family 
violence. 

School 
Technology is advancing rapidly 

in school libraries as well. Internet 
accessibility has recently been ex
tended to all school libraries in the 
province. 

Associations 
The Prince Edward Island Pro

fessional Librarians' Association 
held their annual meeting on Novem
ber 25 . A new executive was installed 
for 1997-1999, consisting of President 
Johanne Jacob; Vice-President and 
President Elect Sharon Neill ; Secre
tary/Treasurer Andrea Stewart and 
Past-President Brenda Brady. On 
December 5 the Prince Edward Is
land Teacher-Librarians' Associa
tion held their semi-annual meeting. 
At the meeting teacher-librarians were 
brought up to date on the plans for the 
joint conference with the Association 
for Teacher Librarianship in Canada 
to be held in Charlottetown May 14
17, 1998. An international slate of 
speakers will be presenting at the 
conference. The keynote address will 
be given by Ken Haycock, Director 
of the School of Library and Informa
tion Science at the University of Brit
ish Columbia . Plenary speakers will 
include Pat Taylor, President of 
ATLC and Coordinator of the Learn
ing Resources Branch of the 
Saskatoon Public School Division, 
and Mark Leggott, Director of Media 
Forge at St. Francis Xavier Univer
s ity. Dr. Sigrun KJara Hannesdottir 
will be speaking on "Sustaining a 
Small Island Culture Through Chil
dren's Literature." Dr. Hannesdottir is 
a professor at the University of lee-

land in Reykjavik and President of the 
Internationa I Association of School 
Librarianship . Keeping with the theme 
of chi Idren's Iiterature and small is
lands, two other se ssions look at the 
work of Lucy Maud Montgomery. Dr. 
Irene Gammel of the University of 
Prince Edward Island is speaking on 
"Lucy Maud Montgomery and Cana
dian Culture" while Reg "Dutch" 
Thompson, local broadcaster and 
writer, discusses the process of trans
lating Montgomery's "Emily of New 
Moon" from text to film. Still with the 
Island theme is a look at the Islands 
Project. The session will demonstrate 
how children in three island jurisdic
tions, Prince Edward Island, New
found land and Iceland, through 
resource-based learning, studied and 
shared their island communities while 
learning to publish on the Internet. 
Round ing out the chi Idren's literature 
sessions is a Sunday brunch session 
being given by Werner Zimmerman. 
Mr. Zimmerman is the illustrator of 
eleven children's books including the 
"Farmer Joe" books . The technology 
side of the conference includes a ses
sion by Fred Brigham entitled "Chal
lenges for Teacher-Librarians in the 
Age of Communication" and in which 
he considers the new technologies 
which offer unique responsibilities, 
assets and challenges for teacher-l i
brarians. Mr. Brigham is currently an 
educational technology con sultant. His 
latest project is a cross-curriculum 
project involving the Performing Arts 
and the Web. Johanne Jacob, Presi
dent of the PEl Professional Librari
ans' Association, will reflect of suc
cesses and the difficulties of running 
school housed public libraries. To 
learn more about the conference and 
to request information on these and 
other sessions you may go to the con
ference website at <http.z/www.upei. 
ca/i-tlccnfer/> . 

(continued on next page) 
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Other 
In the spring of 1997, the PEl Pro 

vincial Library Council engaged Ad
vanced Strategic Management (ASM) 
Consultants to investigate the feasibil
ity of an Integrated Knowledge Net
work (lKN) for the province of Prince 
Edward Island . The final report was 
presented to the Council on November 
21. The report makes a series of recom
mendations dealing with the vision, 
structure, governance, administration, 
technology and content of the IKN and 
a business strategy for the successful 
establishment and operation of the 
IKN. Harry Holman, Chair of the 
Provincial Council, says that the Coun
cil will be looking seriously at the rec
ommendations and will definitely be 
moving forward with some of them. 

- Norine Hanus 
Vice President (PEl) 

Public 
There has been a temporary man

agement change at the Provincial In
formation and Library Resources 
Board. Executive Director, David 
Gale, has been seconded to the position 
of Executive Director of Employee 
Relations in Treasury Board from Octo
ber 27, 1997 to August 31, 1998. In the 
interim, Judy Anderson is the Acting 
Executive Director, John White, the 
Acting Deputy Director and Derek 
Bussey, the Acting Regional Manager 
in Eastern Division . 

Newfoundland's Prov incial Infor
mation and Library Resource Board is 
developing an Internet website enti
tied" 1880's Newfoundland: a Picto
rial". The website will make available 
photos depicting life in nineteenth 
century Newfoundland in St. John's 
and the Avalon Peninsula, the North 
East Coast, the Burin Peninsula and 
coastal Labrador communities. It 
displays social, economic and reli
gious aspects of a time which has 
influenced the province to this day . 
The basis of the website is an album 
of photos taken by Simeon H. Par
sons, one of Newfoundland's earliest 
professional, award-winning and self
taught photographers. This album was 
a gift of the Newfoundland Confer
ence of Methodist Church to Joseph 
Laurence of East Keswick, Yorkshire, 
England probably in 1885 or 1886 . It 
was kept at the Joseph Laurence Me
morial Chapel in East Keswick until 
1963-64 at which time it was sent to 

Newfoundland Premier Joseph R. 
Smallwood. The original album is now 
held by Memorial University of New
foundland's Centre for Newfound land 
Studies. It acquired the original album 
from Joseph R. Smallwood's estate in 
1992 when over 150 boxes of books 
and papers were presented to the Cen
tre. 

The Provincial Information and 
Library Resources Board received 
funding from Industry Canada to sup
port the development of a Schoolnet 
Digital Collection project in Septem
ber 1997. This project resulted in the 
digitization of the album's photos and 
was developed into a public accessible 
website. The official launch will be 
after final approval from Industry 
Canada. Visit the Schoolnet Digital 
Collections website at <http://www . 
school net.calco Ilectionsl>. 

The St. John's Public Libraries 
held a book sale November IS. The 

(continued on next page) 

Call/or Nominations 

The executive offices requiring nominations for 1998/99 are: 
Vice-President, President Elect 
Vice President (Newfoundland) 
Vice President (Prince Edward Island) 
Vice President (Nova Scotia) 
Vice-President (Membership) 

Guidelines: 
I.	 No member of the Nominations and Elections Committee is eligible for 

nomination . 
2.	 Any APLA member may nominate any other member for elective office. 
3 .	 Everyone person nominated shall be a personal AP:""A member in good standing 

and shall file a letter of acceptance with the Secretary of the Association. 
4.	 The Treasurer sha ll reside in the Province of Nova Scotia. 

Please send nominations, postmarked no later than March 31,1998 to : 

Sara Lochhead 
Past President, APLA 
University Library 
Mount Allison University 
Sackville, NB EOA 3CO 

Phone: (506) 364-2567 
Fax: (506) 364-2617 
E-mail : slochhead@mta.ca 

mailto:slochhead@mta.ca
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sale included a smaller number of 
books than in recent years, but sti II 
raised $1,565. Science in the Library 
returned to the A.C. Hunter 
Children's Library this fall, starting 
with a special session October 22 as 
part of National Science and Technol
ogy Week . This was followed by a 
series of four sessions in November and 
December. These hands-on sessions 
were sponsored by the Association of 
Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of Newfoundland. 

Once again St. John's Public Librar
ies sponsored storytimes for preschool
ers at the Newfound land and Labrador 
Craft Development Association's 
Christmas Craft Fair, aided by five 
volunteers. Two well-attended sessions 
each on the Saturday and Sunday were 
enjoyed by young children and their 
parents. 

St. John's Public Libraries provided 
the Village Mall with bookJists to dis
tribute to children participating in the 
mall's Village Bookworm Club kick-off 
in October. Special events will be held 
in January and March, at which chil
dren will submit reading logs and be 
eligible for prizes. The Public Library 
will continue to provide reading lists 
which will also advertise library loca
tions and hours. 

All persons with the Provincial 
Information and Library Resources 
Board have a new e-mail domain. 
Usernames remain the same; the new 
domain is <@publib.nf.ca>. 

Academic 
Anne Hart, Head, Centre for 

Newfoundland Studies, Queen Eliza
beth II Library, Memorial University 
of Newfoundland, is retiring at the end 
of 1997. Anne is the author of "Agatha 
Christie's Hercule Poirot: the Life and 
Time of Hercule Poirot". With her 
retirement from the Library, she is 
planning to devote more time to writ
ing. As of January 1, 1998, Joan 
Ritcey, Centre for Newfoundland Stud
ies, wi II be Acting Head of the Centre. 
Joan's regular position wi II be fi lied by 

Colleen Field who has worked on 
contract in the Centre. The library 
hopes to appoint a regular Head of the 
Centre in six months. 

Janet Goosney, who is pursuing 
her Masters of Library and lnforrna
tion Science at the University of 
Western Ontario, wi II be doing a co
op placement with the Centre for 
Newfoundland Studies. Janet's place
ment starts in January. She was one of 
the two Margaret Williams Trust 
Fund Award winners announced 
previously in APLA Bulletin. 

Memorial University of 
Newfoundland's Centre for New
foundland Studies Archives Library 
received a $4,000 grant from the Ca
nadian Cultural Property Export Re
view Board. The grant will assist the 
Archives to purchase a handwritten 
manuscript on the 1795 "Wreck of the 
Transport Phillis on the coast of New
found land" from an American rare 
book and manuscript dealer. The 
manuscript was written by one of the 
survivors of the wreck, Lieutenant 
Howard Douglas . 

Within the College of the North 
Atlantic, Bob Giles has filled the 
position of Librarian at the 
Stephenville Campus, recently va
cated by Jim Carter. Michelle 
Walters is temporarily in the position 
of Librarian at the Gander Campus 
while the incumbent, Cathy Brown, 
is leaving to attend the Nova Scotia 
College of Art and Design this year. 

Other 
The Association of Newfound

land and Labrador Archives has 
produced a calendar for 1998 contain
ing 12 photographs from the collec
tions of 12 of its member archives. 
The black and white reproductions, on 
glossy paper, represent scenes ranging 
from the 1880's to the 1930's and in
clude St. John's, Grand Falls, 
Greenspond, St. Jacques, Burin, and 
Okak, Labrador. Copies are avai lable 
for $10 each from ANLA, Colonial 
Building, St. John's, NF A IC 2C9 or 

e-mailing Bert Riggs 
<briggs@ morgan.ucs.m un.ca>. 

Newfoundland author, Janet 
McNaughton has won 3 national 
awards forher second children's book 
"To Dance at the Palais Royale". The 
awards are : the Ann Connor Brimer 
Award, the Geoffrey Bi Ison Historical 
Fiction Award and the Violet Downey 
lODE Award. 

- Beverley Neable 
Vice President (NF) 

Public 
The Cou neil of Regional Librari

ans (CORL) met on November 6 and 
7 at the Nova Scotia Provincial Li
brary with all regional library direc
tors, the Provincial Librarian, and the 
Provincial Library Coordinators in 
attendance . Topics for discussion 
included CanCopy, the development 
of a Nova Scotia Regional Libraries 
Internet Handbook, and planning for 
implementation of the Regional Li
braries' Strategic Plan . A public rela
tions awareness workshop was pre
sented by Joan Waldron. Since one 
of the key goals of the strategic plan is 
to increase the awareness of library 
services and resources within local 
communities, some of the ideas pre
sented by Joan will assist in this pro
cess . The "Standards for Nova Scotia 
Regional Public Libraries" draft report 
was also reviewed by the group with a 
further meeting of the Core Standards 
Working Group planned. Notice was 
given that the APLA (Atlantic Prov
inces Library Association) annual 

(continued on next page) 
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conference will be May 21-24 at Aca
dia University in Wolfville . Judith 
Hare and Andrew Poplawski, both of 
the Halifax Regional Library, are in
volved in conference preparation. The 
next CORL meeting is planned for May 
4 - 5, 1998. 

The second meeting of the 
NcompasS Automation Management 
Committee was held on November 6 at 
the Provincial Library. Participants 
included chief librarians of all regional 
libraries including Judith Hare from 
Halifax Regional Library who is an 
Associate member, Valerie Brisco 
from Natural Re sources Library and 
Nancy MacDonald for the Learning 
Resources and Technology Media Li 
brary and Jean-Louis Robichaud , 
Director of Centre provinciale de re
sources pedagogiques (CPRP) at Pointe 
d'Eglise. 

Discussion centred around the im
pact of automation on staff in the re
gionallibraries undergoing rapid imple
mentation and the changes in work 
flows caused by automation. Further 
training of regional library staff is be
coming a high priority. The impact of 
acquisitions on the centralised cata
loguing multi-bank environment of 
NcompasS has resulted in a re-evalua
tion and adjustment of many tasks. 

The quarterly meeting of the Auto
mation Working Group consisting of 
technical and systems persons in the 
NcompasS libraries took place Novem
ber 21 at the Provincial Library. A 
presentation was made by Andy 
Cornwall and Jim MacLean, both of 
the Information Technology Systems 
(ITS) Division of the Department of 
Education and Culture which centred 
around recent and forthcoming up
grades to EDnet, the Department's 
province-wide WAN. The upgrade to a 
10 Mbps connection between the Pro
vincial Library and the WAN will re
sult in a transfer speed which will be 
approximately 20 times faster than the 
current speed of 512 Kbps. Meanwhile, 
ITS and MT&T staff will be testing 
lines and the Provincial Library LAN to 

identify sources of any slow response 
times. All telnet traffic from the li
braries will be given priority queuing. 

Charlotte Janes of AVRL 
reported on the recent implementation 
of the circulation module in the 
regional library as the first NcompasS 
region to have circulation operating in 
a II stationary branches. Issues raised 
included the procedures required to 
handle the circulation of special items 
such as Talking Books and items 
acquired through ILL. One of the 
most beneficial aspects of the 
enhanced collection management 
facilities ofNcompasS allows patrons 
independence over the branch to 
which they return their borrowed 
library items. 

The development of NcompasS 
over the next two to three years will 
include a gradual migration over to 
ORA's new software, TAOS. New 
hardware is being purchased, and the 
newly designed Ednet configuration is 
largely in place. ORA Web2, the 
TAOS OPAC, has been released and 
is expected to arrive in the next few 
weeks. It will be installed on a Win
dows NT server on a new IBM 
RS6000/F50 server in December or 
January, bringing a very new look to 
NcompasS . 

Among changes to the Provincial 
Library's Web site <htt p.z/www. 
library.ns.ca>, is a new ILLlLocation 
Request Form. Now users of ILL and 
Location services can submit their 
requests right from NSPL's Web site. 
Thi s form is ideal for Nova Scotia 
libraries who submit requests periodi
cally and for libraries outside of Nova 
Scotia who wish to submit ILL 
requests to NSPL. The advantage of 
using the form instead of sending 
requests in a regular e-mail message 
is that the form will prompt users to 
suhmit all the necessary information 
thereby eliminating any ambiguity in 
the request. The request form can be 
found on our ILL Services page 
<http ://www.library .ns.ca/provl ib/br 
ochure/i IIser.htm I> . 

Stacey Cote has recently begun 
working in the Technical Services 
section of the Provincial Library on 
behalf of the Colchester-East Hants 
Regional Library . Stacey was hired 
through the Nova Scotia Links pro
gram and joins other Provincial Li
brary and CEIlRI staff involved in the 
reconversion of the regional library's 
manual records, a necessary prerequi
site to automation. 

As of January 2, Sue Dirani will 
be taking a four-month leave of ab
sence from the Provincial Lihrary. Sue 
works in the User Services section 
doing primarily reference work but 
also maintains the Provincial Library's 
Web site and editing/distributing THE 
DISSEMINATOR. She is scheduled to 
return to work on May I, 19Q8. 

The Western Counties Regional 
Library's first cookbook "Come to 
Supper: Favourite Recipes from 
Southwestern Nova Scotia" was 
launched at all branches on Sat. Oct. 
25. Over 40C of the 1000 copies 
printed were already reserved for 
launch day! As of December 5th less 
than 40 copies were available at our 
branches throughout the region. The 
cookbook, a collection of the familiar 
home style comfort food of Nova 
Scotian suppertimes, is generously 
sponsored by Sobeys. Newsletter read
ers can mail order a copy by sending a 
cheque or money order ($12.00 - taxes 
included· plus 3.00 shipping and 
handling) to Western Counties Re
gional Library, 405 Main St. 
Yarmouth, B5A IG3, attn: Yvonne 
LeBlanc. 

A photo of some physically active 
WCRL staff appeared in the fall issue 
of "Quality of Life", a newsletter dis
tributed across the country by Crown 
Life Insurance. Staff were recognized 
as "outstanding participants" in .hc 
Crown Life/ParticipACTION Work
place Walking Cha llenge . The group 
walked "an amazing total of2,514.18 
miles" between March 2 and May J 0 
1997. 

(continued on next page) 
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David Irvine, board member since 
1991, is now the new Chair for the 
WCRL Board. One of Irvine's top pri
orities for this year is forming "Friends 
of the Library" groups for all ten 
branches in the region. To date groups 
have been formed in Shelburne, 
Yarmouth, Pubnico, Clark's Har
bour, Clare, Lockeport, and 
Barrington. Plans are underway to 
establish groups in the 3 remaining 
branches of Digby, Weymouth and 
Westport . 

As a result of successfully launch
ing the Internet based Western Health 
Information Project, a first for the 
province, Regional Director Trudy 
Amirault and Western Regional Health 
Sciences Librarian Jackie MacDonald 
were invited to speak at the Digital 
Knowledge II Conference in Toronto, 
Oct. 20 - 21. The theme of the confer
ence was "Building Electronic Space 
for Digital Community Health Informa
tion". Following the presentation the 
pair spent almost an hour fielding ques
tions from interested groups and indi
viduals. Dr . Jon Gerrard, Former Secre
tary of State, Science, Research and 
Development and Western Economic 
Diversification expressed his interest in 
the project. "The presentation by Trudy 
Amirault and Jackie MacDonald was 
one of the most exciting at the confer
ence. The Western Health Information 
Project brings a very effective partner
ship between the regional library and 
the regional health authority, and builds 
on the community access program 
infrastructure to deliver the health in
formation needed by people in their 
home communities." Amirault also 
spoke on "Building the rural economy 
in an Information Age" at the 
NovaKnowledge Fall Stakeholder As
sembly held in Baddeck Nov . 14 and 
15. 

At the September meeting of the 
Nova Scotia Regional Libraries Auto
mation Working Group, held at the 
Digby branch, staff gave a demonstra
tion of the MultiLis circulation module 
and also showed how records are being 

added to our databank . Implementa
tion of the circulation system is being 
done on a branch by branch basis. 
Work has begun on the acquisitions 
module in preparation for full use 
April 1st, 1998 . 

The Annapolis Valley Regional 
Library system has successfully be
come automated . This autumn sawall 
the AVRL branches complete online 
circulation. Automation will continue 
to be updated . 

AVRL has hired Brenda Thomp
son as their new Community Rela
tions Coordinator/Fundraiser on a one 
year contract. Ms. Thompson has a 
M.A. in Sociology and a Business 
Management Diploma. She has, in the 
past, handled public relations and 
fundraising for a women's transition 
house . 

A II branches of the Cape Breton 
Regional Library now have public 
access to the World Wide Web and 
the NcompasS catalogue. Work is 
continuing on the recon of older mate
rials and government documents, and 
on the creation of the patron database. 

Three book launches were held at 
the McConnell Library between 
October and December. These in
cluded Parables from Big Pond, by 
Dan Doucette; Book of Seasons, by 
Pam Newton; and Fa/her Jimmy: Life 
and Times ofJimmy Tompkins, by J im 
Lotz and Michael Welton . CBC's 
Mainstreet program broadcast from 
this location for two of the book 
launches. 

Special 
On Wednesday, December 3, over 

35 CASLIS Atlantic and NS Gov
ernment Council librarians attended 
the program on Work the Web: 
Search savvy in the special library. 
Kelly Campbell, Webmaster with NS 
Dept of Education & Culture gave an 
overview of the different search en
gines, including limitations and search 
capabilities was presented . We heard 
about the importance of evaluating 
web information and how to approach 

a web reference interview. After the 
program everyone gathered for de
lightful holiday cheer. 

Francesco Lai has accepted the 
position of Librarian at the Atlantic 
Food and Horticultural Centre in 
Kentville (taking over from Jerry 
Miner). He will begin work at the 
Centre on January 19. 

Academic 
Lillian Beltaos, the Assistant 

Vice-President (Academic)/University 
Librarian at Mount St. Vincent Uni
versity, is beginning a year's adminis
trative leave on I January, 1998. 

Miscellaneous 
On December 10 fourteen mem

bers of the St. Francis Xavier Uni
versity Library staff won the lottery. 
There were two other winners so the 
total the St. F.X. staff won was 
$633 ,606.80 - each person gets 
$45,257.62: The winnners are Barb 
Phillips, Chrissie Zinck, Elaine Mac
Donald , Gerard MacDonald, Helen 
DeYoung, Isabel MacDonald, Jane 
Gorman, Jane Synishin, Mary Lillian 
MacDonald, Marilyn MacDonald, 
Maureen Williams, Shelagh Sanford, 
Sheldon MacDonald, and Shirley 
MacDougall. They are going to have a 
very special Christmas this year. 

- Faye Hopkins 
Vice President (NS) 

New 
Brunswick 

Public 
On December 8, 1997, the 

Moncton Public Library Board 
hosted a reception for the Mayor, 

(continued on next page) 
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Councillors and local MLAs to intro
duce them to the new automated circu
lation system. Representatives of New 
Brunswick Library Service and the 
Albert-Westmorland-Kent Regional 
Library were also on hand . After a 
brief introduction and explanation of 
the system, the elected representatives 
were issued new barcoded library 
cards . 

The Peticodiac Public Library 
celebrated fifteen years of service with 
an open house on December 12, 1997. 
A gift of three medical reference books 
was presented from Ann Breault, Min
ister of the Department of Municipali
ties, Culture and Housing. Decorations 
and refreshments were in keeping with 
the season . 

York Regional Library's new 
supervising librarian, Laura Master, is 
looking forward to her travels through
out western and central New Bruns
wick, or at least she was until suffering 
through over 90cms of snow and a 
massive power outage during her first 
week in Fredericton. If she hadn't won 
a particularly beautiful door prize at the 
Oromocto Public Library's 
Christrnasfest, she might well have 
been tempted to give up on the prov
ince altogether. Fortunately for us her 
appetite for adventure is unabated. 
Laura comes to York to take special 
responsibility for the Carleton-Victo
ria branches. She is a graduate of 
Western's School of Library and Infor
mation Science and has held positions, 
in the Toronto area, as a resource spe
cialist, reference librarian, and branch 
manager. 

On Friday, December 5, Fredericton 
City Librarian Bill Molesworth repre
sented New Brunswick book- lovers on 
CBC Radio's daily phone-in show, 
"Maritime Noon" . He was one of three 
panelists who, along with callers from 
across the Maritimes and the show's 
host Costas Halavrezos, recommended 
their choice of reading material for a 
bibliophile's Christmas stocking. Back 
at the library, the show's success was 
proven not only by appreciative com

ments from patrons, but by a growing 
pile of reserves for the recommended 
books . 

The Fireside Book Sale will be 
held Friday, January 30, from 4 to 9 
p .m. and Saturday, January 31, from 
10 a.m . to 5 p.m. in the Assembly 
Room, Fredericton Public Library. 
The sale will offer inexpensive read
ing for those long winter nights; it is 
sponsored by York Regional Library, 
the library that wants its patrons to be 
cosy and warm, and well-read. 

In September, the Craig Gallery at 
the Dr. Walter Chestnut Public 
Library in Hartland was approved to 
receive travelling exhibits arranged by 
the Saint John Museum. The first 
exhibit received under the aegis of the 
Museum was from the private collec
tion of George C. Robinson of Saint 
John . Called "Currier and Ives , Prints 
of the People" , it was on display 
throughout December. 

The board and staff of the Dr. 
Walter Chestnut Pub] ic Library held a 
Christmas House Tour with a differ
ence December 16. The focus wasn't 
on seeing each home's decor, but 
rather on the activity that was being 
presented there . A wonderful Father 
Christmas collection was the attrac
tion at the first home on the tour; at 
home number two it was carols sung 
'round the piano; at three it was the 
history of the house; and at four it was 
decorating for Christmas. The tour 
finished at the library where refresh
ments were served in the Craig Gal
lery. 

La Bibliotheque regionale du 
Haut-Saint-Jean, en etroite collabo
ration avec la Societe Radio-Canada, 
organise Ie concours: "Lire avec 
Mille-feuille" . Cette activite se 
deroule dans les bibliotheques 
publiques d'Edmundston, Grand
Sault, Saint-Leonard, Saint
Quentin, Kedgwick, Saint-Francois 
et au Bibliobus, du 10 novembre 1997 
au 30 avril 1998. 

Ce concours vise aencourager les 
jeunes a lire et avisiter regulierernent 

leur bibliotheque et bibliobus. Sur 
emprunt de documents, ils se verront 
remettre un billet leur permettant 
d'obtenir une chance de gagner des 
prix achaque mois . Les gagnants de 
chaque mois seront eligibles pour Ie 
tirage final en mai 1998. 

La fete du "party" annuel sest 
tenue au bureau regional, lc 28 
novembre dernier. Le "party" asaveur 
de Noel s'est deroule dans une 
atmosphere de detente et de bonne 
humeur. En plus des employete)s de la 
region , madame Jocelyne Lebel , 
directrice du Service des bibliotheques 
du N.-B., et directrice regionale par 
interim, nous a fait I'honneur de sa 
presence. 

Durant cette fete, on a precede a la 
remise des marques de reconnaissance 
pour Ie personnel. Les employees 
meritantes sont: Nicole Caron, 25 
annees de service, employee a la 
Bibliotheque publique de Grand
Sault; Patricia Toner, 10 annees de 
se -vice cornrne responsab!c de la 
bibliotheque publique de Grand-Sault; 
Huguette Degrace, 10 annees de 
service, employee a la bibliotheque 
publique d'Edmundston . 

Dans un bref discours, madame 
Jocelyne Lebel a felicite individuelle
ment toutes ces employees pour leur 
excellent travail, devouernent et 
loyaux services . Reconnaissances, 
jeux, echange de cadcaux et un 
delicieux repas etaient au rendez-vous 
de la soiree. Bravo! aPatricia Toner, 
Rachel Lavoie et Micheline 
Theriault pour la bonne organisation 
de cette excellente soiree! 

Academic 
La Bibliotheque du Campus 

d'Edmundston, Universite de 
Moncton, en collaboration avec Ie 
secteur Arts et Lettres du rncrne cam
pus et l'Attache culturel du Consulat 
general de France a Moncton, a tenu 
une exposition d'affiches sur Ie roman 
francais contemporain. l .'exposition, 
comprenant 48 affiches presentant 

(continued on next page) 
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chacune un aute ur, un e breve descr ip
t ion de s oeuvr es et des photograph ies, 
s'est deroule du 19 novembre au 8 
decembre 1997 da ns I'encein te du 
Pavili on Simon Larouc he du Campus 
d 'Edmundston. Un e ex posit ion 
d'o uv rages de ces ro manc iers francais 
se tenait para llelernent a la 
Bibliotheque, 

Les preparati fs pour I'organi sation 
de la prochaine ed it ion du Sa lon du 
livr e d' Edmundsto n vo nt bon tra in . 
Cornrne a ('habi tude, Ie Sa lon du livre 

se tiendra au debut du mo is d'av ril. 
Deja plu s ieurs exposants ont reserve 
leur kiosques. Nous sommes a la re
cherche d' auteurs qui aura ient un 
lancem en t d'ou vr age s a faire . Vo us 
pouvez co mm un ique r avec Guy 
Lefrancois par tel ephon e au 737
5266, par co ur ie r e lec tron ique a 
glefranc@ cu slm.ca ou par telecopieur 
au 737-5373 . 

La Bibliotheque C ha m pla in , 
U ni versite de Moncton es t inv itee a 

parti c iper a un proj et de formation a la 
bibli oth eque de l'Ecol e nationale 
d'adm inistrat ion publ iqu e en Tunisie . 
La "m ission" com porte trois volets : 
ident ification des probl ernes et des 
beso ins ( I se m . en janv. 1998), im 
p la ntation de so lutions (2 se m .) et 
fo rmation a ux normes nord
amer ica ines de rec he rc he docu
mentaire (2 sem .). 

- Charlotte Dionne 
Vice President (NB) 

1998 APLA Merit Award 

The Atlantic Provinces Library Associat ion invites nominations for 
the Association's Merit Award . The Award is conferred on an 
individual who has made an outstanding contribution to library 
service in the Atlantic Provinces. Nominations with the 
appropriate accompanying documentation of the nominee and 
her/his contribution(s) should be sent by March 31, 1998 to: 

Sara Lochhead , Past-President
 
c/o Ralph Pickard Bell Library
 

Mount Allison Univers ity
 
49 York Street
 

Sackville, NB E4L 1C6
 I I
Fax: (506) 364-2617
 

Email: <slochhead@mta.ca>
 

Maritime: (902) 883-8966 Wallaceburg Truro : (902) 893-3477 
Ontario: (519) 627-3552 

Bookbin~jgg Fax: (519) 627 -6922 

DICK BAKKER 
MARITIME SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

PERIODiCALS 
LIBRARY BOOKS 95 Arnold Stre~t 

Wallaceburg , Ontario 
NBA3P3Webs ite: http://www.kenl.ne tlbookbinding 

E-mail: 76015 .554 @compuserve .com 

I 
General 

Activities Fund 

Prov ides funds for projects or 
activities wh ich will further the 
aims and objec tives of APLA . 

App lications will be considered 
based on avai labi lity of funds. 

Applications shou ld state topic 
and date of activity, relevan cy to 
the Atlantic library community 
and APLA, sponsoring bodies, 
estimated costs and revenues, and 
a contact person. 

Send applications by March 3 1, 
1998. 

John Teskey, Director of Libraries 
University of New Brunswick 
P.O. Box 7500
 
Fredericton, NB E3B 5H5
 

Phone: 506-453 -4740
 
Fax:: 506-453 -4595
 
Email: <jteskey@unb.ca>
 

mailto:jteskey@unb.ca
mailto:slochhead@mta.ca
mailto:glefranc@cuslm.ca
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Surfing for oil: an overview of oil and gas information resources on the Internet 
Andre Gionet
 

Calgary, Alberta
 
agionetzzmucleus.com
 

Happy New Year everyone, and may 1998 be filled 
with success . For the January/February issue of the 
APLA Bulletin, I thought to present an overview of oil and 
gas information resources on the Internet. All the way during 
1997, I followed very closely the new developments regard
ing Hibernia and Sable Island . With a burgeoning petroleum 
industry on the Atlantic coast, the Bulletin editor and I 
thought that it would be appropriate to present some infor
mation resources on the petroleum industry. 

The petroleum industry is a world that is both complex 
and fascinating. Although oil and natural gas are known 
primarly as fuels, they also form the basis for a wide array 
of products, like plastics, textiles, and pharmaceuticals. I 
hope that the sources that I chose to highlight in this column 
will help you find a few foundations on which to build a 
knowledge base. If you have any questions, do not hesitate 
to contact me bye-mail. 

Petroleum Communication Foundation 
[ http://www.pcf.ab.ca/ I 

The PCF aims at communication information to Canadi
ans about the oil and gas industry. The Programs section 
include a listing of publications and videos aiming at 
informing the public about various aspects of the petroleum 
industry. The Gasoline section provides a list of question 
and answers relating to consumer preoccupation regarding 

the oil industry (ie . gasoline prices, competition, regulations, 
etc.). 

A good sources of information if you are looking for 
background information on the oil industry, if you don't 
mind a certain bias in favor of vii companies ... 

Oil Online [ http://www.oilonline.com I 
Oil Online is based in Houston, Texas. It aims to be a 

one-stop information centre where you can check stocks, 
access industry news, review career opportunities, scan 
product releases, research industry data, purchase maps, or 
join an association. The industry News section is very 
focused on U.S. companies, while Internation Report covers 
the rest of the world, including Canada. The World 0&0 
Information links you with background information about 
countries all over the world, most of the information coming 
from the U.S. Department of Energy. Also, the Products and 

Literature section has a listing of publications relevant to the 
oil industry. It might be useful for the librarian who may 
have to develop a new collection ... 

You will also find links with more statistical types of 
information, such as rig counts or stock prices. 

Oil OnLine is a good sources of information if you don't 
mind a strong American bias and are looking for more 
international information. 

National Energy Board of Canada 
[ http://www.neb.gc.ca 1 

This name must be familiar with many people by now 
throughout the Atlantic Provinces. The NEB, as it is known 

in the West, is responsible for regulating the construction 
and operation of inter-provincial pipelines, the export of oil 
and electricity, and the exploration of oil and gas in the 
frontier areas. The NEB developed a very good informative 
Web site. 

To be noted is the Publications section, containing a list 
of acts, regulations, rules, guidelines and memoranda of 
guidance. The page contains links with the full text of the 
documents. Take note of the disclaimer notifying .isers that 
these documents should be used for reference purpose only 
and to refer to the printed document for legal purposes. 

Also to note is the Statistics section, which provides 
information about Canad ian exports of oi I, gas, and electric
ity, and the Energy Overview section, which provides 

background information on the areas of responsibility of the 
NEB. 

Aussi disponible en francais ... 

Oil-Link [ http://www.oillink.com 1 
Oil-Link is my favorite resource to access information 

about companies in the petroleum industry. Companies' Web 
sites are organized into broad categories: Upstream-Down
stream, Equipment-Supplies, and Services-Contractors . The 
Upstream-Downstream lists companies directly involved in 
the oil industry (ie . Esso, Shell, Petro-Canada, Irving), while 
the others are companies providing products and serv ices for 
the oil industry. 

The information Resources section provides sub-directo
ries of information about various topics relating to the 011 

(continued on next page) 

http:http://www.neb.gc.ca
http:http://www.pcf.ab.ca
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Surfing for Oil... 
(continuedfrom previous page) 

industry. You will find folders on association and societies, 
news sources, government information, research centres, etc . 
Although the links reflect a strong U.S. bias, Canada and 

the rest of the world are well represented . The reason being 
that updates are made by submissions from users allover the 
world. 

Yahoo! OillEnergy News 
[ http://biz.yahoo.com/news/oilencrgy.htmIJ 

Almost since the advent of the World-Wide Web, 
Yahoo! has been making a name for itself as a starting point 
for finding information on the Internet. As the years went 
by, it added a suite of services apart from the simple cata
loguing of Web sites. One example are the various news 
services that are available . 

The Yahoo! Oil/Energy News is a good source of 
information for the energy industry. The news stories are 
listed by day, with links to the full stories and disclosing of 

the sources. One drawback is the absence of historical 
information, Yahoo! only keeping the stories on file for 
seven days. 
CANPIC [ http://www.canpic.ca I 

The Canadian Petroleum Internet Consortium (CAN PIC) 
is a non-profit g roup founded through the collaboration of 

various petroleum professional associations. CANPIC's 

goal is to serve as a resource to these associations to 
educate, facilitate and in general promote the use of 
the Internet by the Canadian oil indu stry. 

CANPIC is a Canadian virtual library of information 
relating to the petroleum industry. The sections titled 
Technical Societies and Other Petroleum Societies contain 
lists of societies and associations relating to the petroleum 
industry. The Oil & vas Companies and the Petroleum 
Services sections are listings of companies operating in 
Canada (most of the them based in Calgary). The Govern
ment information section contains links with various federal 
and provincial agencies regulating the energy sector. 

I University LibrarianU~
University of Prince Edward Island 

Appl ications are invited from quolilied condidotes for the position of Univer sity Librarion , to take off ice on 1 July 1998. 

The Robertson Library at the University of Prince Edward Island supports teaching , learning, and research in Faculties of 
Arts, Science, Education, and Veterinary Medicine and in Schools of Business ond Nursing . The Library serves approxi
mately 3000 full- and part-time students and 200 faculty and is a majar research facility for the Island community. The 
University Librarian is a senior University administrator who reports 10 the Vice President, Academic Support, serves on 
Senate, participates in University committees, works cooperatively with co nsortia, and represents the University at provin
cial, regionol, and nalional forums. The University Librarian is respon sible for all areas of library development, planning, 
and budgeting and directs a staff of twenty-five full-time employees . 

Candidates for the position must have professional qualifications in librarianship and a further advanced degree or equiva
lent experience and a minimum of ten years academic library experience . Proven ability to provide leadership within a 
collegial environment and an understanding of current issues in academic libraries are essential. Substantial management 
and budgeting skills, experience in p lanning and implementing information technolog ies in a modern library setting, 
interpersonal, managerial and organizational skills at a senior administrative level , and demon strated written and verbal 
communication skills are also required . 

Condidates should send a letter of application and a detailed curriculum vitae and arrange to have three letters of reference 
sent, all by 15 March 1998, to: 

Dr. John Crossley 
Vice President, Academic Support, University of Prince Edward Island 
550 University Avenue, Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Canada, C1A 4P3 

Phone : 902-566-0405, Fax: 902-628-4311, E-mail: crossley@upei ,ca 

Additional information about UPEI and the Robertson Library is available ot www.upei.ca 

In accordance with Canadian immigrotion requirements, this advertisement is directed in the ~rst instance to Canadian 
citizens ond permanent residents. UPEI is commiHed to the principle of eq uity in employment. 



Page 16 APLA Bulletin JanuarylFebrua0,1998 

Memorial Trust Support 
Part of the evo lution of a soc iety or 

organizat ion is the support of co ntinuing 
educa tion or professional devel opment work 
shops, co urses or "whatever" as my e leve n 
ye ar o ld son would say . And as an 
organization develops it w ill offer the opportu
nity for suppo rt on an indiv idua l basis, that is 
to say , it w ill offer bursaries, sc ho larships, 
travel grants (aga in "whatever") to members of 
that soc iety to do further research, to pur sue/ 
increase their kno wledge/expertise on a spe
c ific topic (again "whatever") and the APLA 
offers thi s through its Memorial Awards. 

I am one who has benefitted from thi s 
award and as the record indicates I have bene-

Memorial Awards 
Financial Assistance is available, from the APLA Memorial Trust , for 

study and research. Projects which contribute to the professional 
development of the applicant and benefit the profess ional are 
encouraged . 

To apply, send a letter outlining your proposed research and 
estimated costs and a copy of your curriculum vitae to: 

APLA Memorial Awards Committee
 
clo School of Library ard Information Studies
 

Dalhousie University
 
Halifax, NS B3H 41-18
I I
 

fitted more than once. I very much enjoyed and am appreciat ive of each of the awa rds that I have received. Thi s awa rd is 
designed to benefit you indi viduall y and others co llect ive ly. There must be som e wo rkshop, a pre-conference sess ion, a 
course (again "whatever") that you wish to attend . Apply and let the Association wo rk for you! P.S. I will not appl y th is year 
but I wi ll apply again. 

- Eric Swunick 

School of Library and Information Studies
 
Friday Lecture Series - Winter Term 1998
 

Lectures are held in the MacMec han Audito rium on Fridays at 11:45 a.m. - I:00 p.m. They are open to the publ ic at no 
charge. 

The lecture by Dr. Edie Rasmussen will be g iven on Thursday, 5th March 1998 from 7:30 p.m .- 8:30 p.m . in Room 2 12, Arts 
and Adm inistration Bu ilding. 

Note that additional lectures are bein g planned ; watch the School's web site (ch eck und er Co nt inuing Education) for detail s. 
(http://www.mgmt.dal.cals Iis/) 

FRIDAY, 23RD JANUARY 1998 "Vi rtually Yo urs: Can adian Federal Government In formati on 
on the Internet " 

Dr. Terry Gordon 
Department of Fren ch THURSDAY, 5TH MARCH 1998 

Dalhousie Un iversity, Halifax 
Dr. Edie Rasmussen 

"The Boo k as Technology : What M cL uh an Ta ught and What Cha ir of Librar y Sciences 
People Thought He Ta ugh t" School o f In formati on Scienc es 

Uni versity o f Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 
FRIDAY, 30TH JANUARY 1998 

" Digi t al Libraries: Research and Pract ice " ~ 

Dr. Elaine Toms 
School of Library and Informat ion Studies ~ Co-sponsored w ith the Canadian Assoc iat ion of Special 

Dalhousie Un iversity, Ha lifax Libraries and Information Services, Atlant ic Chapter 

" On Encountering the Dig ital Newspaper : What do Readers FRIDAY, 20TH MARCH 1998 

Examine ? Why ? What Fac il itates the Process ?" 
Dr. Larry Arney 

FRIDAY, 13TH FEBRUARY 1998 School of Library and Information Studies 
Dalhous ie Un iv ersity , Halifax . 

Bruno Gnassi 
Manager, Depository Services Program "Library and Information Provision for a South Australian City : 

Canadian Government Publishing, Ottawa. Is the Answer Combination. Relocation. or Integration ?" 
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FRIDAY LECTURE SERIES
 

As part ofits continuing education pr ogram, SUS presents a series 
of Fridav lectures. The lectures are heldfrom 1/ :45 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. in the MacMeehan Auditorium. Killam Library, Dalhousie 
University. These lectures ure open to the public at no charge . 
The selection ofsynopses reprinted here originally appeared on 
the SUS website at <http :// l,l'w w.mgmt.dal.ca/slis/con_edfr .htm/: ·. 

SEPTEMBER 12, 1997
 
The Nine Myths of Literacy in Canada
 

Terri Tomchshyn, National Literacy Secretariat
 
Human Resources Development Canada
 

Carmel d'Entremont, Adult Education Section
 
Nova Scotia Department of Education and Culture
 

The first lecture of the 1997/98 SLI S series focu ssed on 
literacy and in particular, the results of the International Adult 
Literacy Survey. Presenting the national perspective, Terri 
Tomchyshyn from the National Literacy Secretariat (NLS) 
provided an overview of the nine myths of literacy in Canada. 
Ms. Tomchyshyn, a former graduate of Dalhousie Uni versity' s 
Library and Information Studies programme, also describ ed the 
mandate of NLS, which is to deve lop learn ing materials, 
promote access to literacy pro grammes and increase public 
awareness, improve co-ordination and information-sharing, and 
to advance literacy research. In addition, the NLS focu ses on 
partnerships within its literacy mandate, partnering with 
provincial and territorial governments, literacy organizations, 
business and labour. 

Ms. Tomchyshyn pointed out the challenge of defining 
literacy sk ills in compl ex societ ies . The IALS defined literacy 
in three areas: prose literacy (text); document literacy (forms, 
charts); and quantitative literacy (basic nurneracy) . Fundarnen-. 
tal to concepts of literacy is the notion of literacy skills as a 
continuum from basic to complex, rather than the commonly 
held belief that an individual is either literate or illiterate. 

Some highlights of the literacy myth s that Ms. Tom chyshyn 
discussed are as follows: 

Education and literacy are not always equivalent 30% of 
people tested had literacy levels below their formal educa
tion . 
T here is a correlation between what you read and your 
literacy level the mere act of reading is not enough . 
Immigrants in Canada have a literacy level above the 
Canadian population as a whole . 
For adults, the workplace play s the major role jobs cause 
literacy as much as the y require it. 
More detai led information on the IA LS results can be 

accessed through the NLS web s ite at 
http: //www.nald .ca/nls.htm. The Canadian report of the IALS 
is entitled Reading the Future: A Portrait of Literacy in Canada. 
Carmel d 'Entremont, responsible for overseeing literacy and 
upgrading programmes in Nova Scotia, reinforced Ms. 
Tomchyshyn's overview of literacy and its myths. She also 
described initiatives supported by the N.S. Dept. of Edu cation, 

such as, adult high schools, vo luntary literacy councils, GED 
pro gramming and private trade schools, the Community 
Learning Initiative and Workplace Education. The divers ity of 
these options means that individuals can choose the programme 
that best meets their need s. She also pointed out the importance 
of the role that libraries play in developing and maintaining 
literacy level s and emphasized that in Ilalifax, literacy and 
libraries have a rich history. However, funding priorities have 
recentl y raised concerns as to whether literacy devel opment can 
and should remain a mandate of public libraries. 

- Peggy Chap man 
2nd y ear stude nt 

SEPTEMBER 26,1997
 
"H ow Does Information Help?
 

The Search for Ca reer-Re lated Information by Ad olescents ."
 
Dr. Heidi Julian, Vict oria Un iversity, New Zealand
 

The sec ond lecture of the SLI S Frid ay Lecture Seri es was 
presented by Dr. Heidi Juli an of Victo ria l Inivers ity, New 
Zeal and . Dr. Julian recentl y receiv ed her PhD from the Univer
s ity o f Western O ntario and her lecture, entitled "How Does 
Information Help? The Sea rch for Ca ree r-Re lated Information 
by Ad olescents" was based on her PhD research . Some of the 
topics she covered were: 

What do ad ole scents want in their caree r-re lated informa
tion sea rch. 
From what sources do the y receive the ir information . 
Wh at problems may hamper their succ ess. 
What ro le does gender play when undertaking a search. 
What are the best so urces of information for adolescents. 
What can be done to aid adolescents in their information 
search. 
Dr. Julian collected 399 que stionnaires and conduct ing 30 

interviews with students, both male and femal e, both aca de mic 
and non-academic, fro m three schools in Ontario. She found 
that adolescents wanted reli able, accurate information to be 
easily accessible. They want it delivered by people, not elec
tronically, in a manner that recognizes that they have special 
need s. According to Dr. Juli an , the first person an ad olescent 
turns to when makin g a career decision is them sel ves. Either by 
se lf asse ssment or using their emo tions, most ado lescents base 
their career plan s on what the y feel and experience. Books 
found in sch ool guidance offices were the se cond most popular 
source of information followed by councill ors and friends . 
Libraries finished last on the list o f information sources 
adolescents turned to for career rese arch . Dr. Julian found that 
adolescents face numerous barriers. They fee l anxi ous and 
overwhelmed by the number of career cho ices when they begin 
their search. She found that 87% bel ieved that the re were places 
to get information regarding careers, but 40% felt that there was 
too much information available and 38% did not know where 

(continued on next page) 
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Friday Lectures Series... 
(continuedfrom previous page) 

to go to find it. They also reported a lack of encouragement and 
self-confidence to undertake a search and many would stop 
immediately after hearing any negative information. A distrust 
of councillors and the quality of the information they provided 
was also found . Information was not available when they 
needed it. On the other hand, those who had careers in mind or 
were searching for specific information regarding educational 
institutions, were more logical and rational in their search 
techniques. Dr. Julian also spoke about how adolescents felt 
discomfort using the library and how embarrassment could 
prevent students from seeking the help they need. Overall 
though, adolescents are not pro-active information seekers and 
those who need help may not ask for assistance. What role does 
gender play when undertaking a search? According to her 
research, female students were more likely to use self assess
ment in their career choices but saw more barriers than male 
students. That they focussed less on their fami Iy and relation
ships than in the past and used more information sources in 
making their decisions. Dr. Julian found female students are 
realizing that they must be educated and independent. Dr. Julian 
found that the best sources for career-related information for 
adolescents provided both emotional and instructional support. 
Emotional support from family and friends assisted to a degree 
but combined with sound information and experience can be of 
great benefit. Her research showed that the best sources of 
information for adolescents were trusted advisors or mentors, 
workers presently employed in the occupation of interest to the 
youth and personal experience. In conclusion Dr. Julian looked 
at what people and institutions can do to provide adolescents 
with career-related information . She found that adolescents 
need to make contact with people who can help them . Since 
they are not pro-active info seekers, they need people to 
approach them and ask if they need assistance. The information 
provided must be accessible, reliable and up to date. Instruction 
should also be delivered in a fashion that recognizes that 
adolescents are unique in their information searches. 

- Lesley Brann 
1" year student 

OCTOBER 27, 1997
 
"How Geographic Information Technologies Can
 

Transform the Information Professions."
 
Michael Goodchild, Director
 

National Center for Geographic Information and Analysis
 
University of California, Santa Barbara
 

and Associate Director, Alexandrian Digital Library
 

On Monday, October 27, 1997, Geomatics Atlantic and the 
School of Library and Information Studies were pleased to co
host a public lecture by Dr. Michael Goodchild, Director of the 
National Center for Geographic Information and Analysis 
(NCGIA) at the University of California, Santa Barbara and 

Associate Director of the Alexandria Digital Library (ADL). 
The purpose of Dr. Goodchild's lecture was to discuss and 

illustrate "I low Geographic Information Technologies Can 
Transform the Information Professions" . 

To begin, Dr . Goodchild spoke about the increasing 
importance of Geographic information in almost every research 
field . To illustrate, Dr. Goodchild usee several maps to indicate 
his point. First he produced a map of New York State, which 
showed the location of unsafe bridges which needed replacing. 
Dr. Goodchild then produced another map this time of cholera 
stricken London in the seventeenth century. Using first a survey 
of residents around Broad St. and then a map of where the 
people lived and who was stricken with cholera, the map reader 
could determine both the cause of the epidemic and even the 
location of the pump from which polluted water came from. 

From a Library perspective, the use of Geographic informa
tion has never been more crucial. Throughout his talk , Dr. 
Goodchild urged librarians and other information professionals 
to begin thinking of information in its spatial context. That is 
"where did it come from?" and "where is it now?" Along with 
"Author" and "Subject" terms providing access to information, 
librarians should also begin thinking of using "Place" as another 
access point. 

This in fact is part of the work now underway at the 
Alexandria Digital library where information is 'lOW being 
geographically referenced with a "footprint"; that is associating 
it with one or more regions of the earth. 

However by attempting to georeference material, particu
larly digital maps , some problems are inevitably encountered. 
One of these is what Dr. Goodchild referred to as "legacy 
concepts"; that is using metaphors or words which are familiar 
to the user from the old way of looking or navigating a map, but 
can be used to help reorientate the user to the digital library. To 
illustrate his point, Dr. Goodchild talked of how people refered 
to the first automobiles as "horseless carriages". It is in finding 
the appropriate "legacy concepts" for digital maps and libraries 
that pose the biggest challenge for every digital librarian. 

Related to the problem of finding suitable "legacy con
cepts" are problems with the interface design which Dr. 
Goodchild believed to be the largest impediment to expanded 
digital library development. 

Dr . Goodchi Id rounded out his tal k with the issue of what 
future digital libraries will contain. Some of the guidelines 
which he laid out included: 

material having significant georeferencing representable by 
"graphical footprints" on some map. 
the material should be of value to a well-defined, accessible 
set of users . 
should focus on "local" areas. 
should showcase as well as support the digital library's 
research and development mission. 
To conclude his talk , Dr. Goodchild took questions from 

the audience and encouraged everyone to visit .he Alexandria 
Digital Library via the Internet: http://alexandria.sdc.ucsb.edu 

-Andrew Nicholson 
2nd year student 
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CHAPTERS OPENS BIG Box BOOKSTORE 
by Peggy Amirault 

Editor 's note: Peggy Amirault is a fr eelance 
writer and member of the Periodical Writers 
Associa tion of Canada . This article is re
printed fr om the November/December 1997 
issue ofEastword. 

Halifax has entered the er a of the 
mega-b ookstore w ith the arr ival of 
Chapters . Chapters is ope ning 17 new 
sto res ac ross the country . Two will be 
in the Halifax Regional Munic ipal ity 
one has just ope ned in the Bayers Lake 
Business park and another is eventually 
slated for Micmac Mall. 

Ch apters opened a 22,300 sq uare 
foot sto re at the end of October on 
Ch ain Lake Drive, in the vici nity of 
other big-box operations. It carries in 
excess of 100,000 titles, has a sta ff of 
50, is open 14 hours a day (from 9 a.m . 
to I I p.m .) 6 days a week , and has a 
Starbucks co ffee shop. The re 's a fa irly 
good magazi ne sectio n; I ev en discov 
ered a few Ca nadian magazines I didn' t 
know about. The re ' s also a mult i-m e
dia section with C D-RO Ms, a ch il
dren' s section, and audio books . 

What might be appa rent good new s 
for the consu mer is not necessarily 
good fo r indep endent book se lle rs and 
sma ll publ ishers. 

T he busin ess pre ss refers to suc h 
large outlets as big box stores or cate
gory killers - so ca lled because the y 
hav e a reputat ion for killing sma lle r 
businesses in the ir ca tegory . It doesn't 
make any di ffer ence what yo u ca ll 
them , it still am ounts to the same thin g 
- potential problems for sma ll inde
pendent retailers and bu sinesses. 

According to the June 1997 issue of 
Quill & Quire Cha pters has raised its 
co-o pera tive advertis ing rates and intro 
duced new plac em ent fee categories . 
These are fees paid by publi shers for 
cert ain placement s in stores, such as on 
the cash desk and end-of-aisle displays, 
etc. Th ere was a lso talk of charg ing 
publishers a fee fo r displayin g thei r 
books face-out on the she If. 

Chapters cam e into bein g in IC)95, 
after the merger of the W.H. Smith and 

by the Bureau of Co mpeti tio n Poli cy to 
de termine the effect on the bookse lling 
trad e. The Bureau apparently det er
mined the re were no adverse effects. 

One independent bookseller in 
Halifax co mmented: "I 'm In busin ess 
and business is about competition. And 
we all know what it's like to be in a 
retail market. Ret ail by its very nature is 
tenuous and unpr edictable. Th e last few 
years book selling in Canad a has been 
really under the gun, parti cul arl y in 
Atlantic Canada with the tax problem 
(the th reatened im position of the GST 
on books). I fee l that we 've had to fight 
a Jot of dragons in the past few years ." 

"It would be nice if we al l started 
from the sa me starting gate . We just 
cannot co mpete with the pric ing of 
[Chapters ' ] disc ounted books. Becau se 
the publishers, of co urse , give them 
di ffer ent discount sc hed ules . So righ t 
away I have a problem . J don 't fea r 
co mpetitio n. I find unfair com pet ition 
problemati c. I s tiII think independ en t 
booksellers are the better booksell er s in 
the lon g run . As a genera l rule we give 
much better custome r se rvice , much 

bett er attentio n to Can adi an and local 
books, and much better knowledge . Just 
ge nera lly we know mo re ab out the 
book s. " 

"The bottom line is I st ill think we 
are the bett er book sell er s and the cus 
tom ers are goi ng to want the kind of 
service, attention, per son a l knowledge 
and the kind of ca re the indep endent 
bookstore can give n them. Th e problem 
is if they're awa y from us for even six 
mo nths to a yea r, so me of us will be 
gone. It' s suc h a tenuous business that 
wi tho ut that support for any lengt h of 
time, the independents wo n' t surv ive ." 

Elsewhere in the country, independ 
ent boo ksto re ow ne rs are striv ing to 
meet the ch all enges of superstores 
ope ned by Chapters and Indi go, and the 
book sections of Prin ce Club and 
Costco . Ottawa booksellers are consid 
eri ng co-operat ive adve rtisi ng 
programs. And a co uple of indep end
en ts in Van couv er and Calga ry have 
ope ned their own supers to res. 

At the end of Octob er local inde
pe nde nts booksell ers we re to meet to 
co nsider a co-o p advertising ca mpaign. 

John Coutts Library Services Ltd. 
6900 Kinsmen Co u r t 
P.O . Bo x 1000 
Niagara fa lls , O n rar io , Ca n ad a 
t nter n et . COll i ls @wizhang.colltt s .on .c a 
1 ·800 ·26 3· 1686

COUTTS f ax: (90 5) .) 56· <; 06 4 

Your provider of information, materials and services 

.from tbe Unite d Sta tes, Ca na d a and the Unit e d Kingdom 

• Approval Plans • Co n tin ua tio ns 

• Processing & cataloguing • New title information 

• Fully EO! capable • On-line access 

• Co m pe t itive prices & terms 

Coles chains. The federal government
 
ordered a three-year monitoring period Working as part ofJ!.0ur {earn . . .
 

mailto:COllils@wizhang.colltts.on.ca
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ANNOUNCING: THE NEW DALSLlS-GRAD MAILING LIST 

DaISLlS-Grad mailing list is for the use of all graduates of Dalhousie University's School of Library and 
Information Studies (School of Library Service 1969-1987) . It is an open forum for all SLiS graduates 
who wish to: 

(1) get in touch with fellow classmates 
(2) discuss issues concerning librarians & information professionals 
(3) arrange reunions. 

DaISLlS-Grad is maintained by the executive of the Associated Alumni, School of Library and 
Information Studies, Halifax, Nova Scotia. To subscribe to DaISLlS-Grad, send mail to : 
mailserv@ac.dal.ca with the single line message: subscribe DaISLlS-Grad. 

- Mark C. Bartlett 
Dalhvusie University, DalTech Library 

First Timer's Conference Grant 

Have you never been to an APLA annual conference? 
Do you want to go to Wolfville, but cannot afford it? 

Why not apply for APLA's First Timer's Conference Grant? 

To be eligible, an applicant must be a personal member of APLA, residing in an Atlantic province, and planning to attend herfhis 
first APLA annual conference. 

Grants are allocated , consistent with general APLA guidelines, to help meet conference related expenses . If more applications are 
received than can be met by the fund, money will be awarded by drawing from the names of all eligible applicants. 

Recipients will be expected to write a short report, for the Executive and the Bulletin, summarizing their con ference experience. 

Applications should include name, business address, chosen means for contacting (mail, e-mail, telephone, fax) estimated costs 
(travel, accommodation , meals, registration), and a signed statement acknowledging compliance with eligibility requirements. 

Applications should be submitted by March 31, 1998 to: 

John Teskey 
President, APLA 
University Librarian 
University of New Brunswick 
Fredericton, NB E3B 5A3 

Phone: (506)453-4740 
Fax: (506) 453-4595 
E-mail : jteskey@unb.ca 

mailto:jteskey@unb.ca
mailto:mailserv@ac.dal.ca
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From St. Jer~me's Den
 

Here's to a new year - let's start it with some good news. 
If you haven't already seen it, check out the booklet Divi
dends: the value ofpublic libraries in Canada (written by 
Leslie Fitch and Jody Warner and available from the Book 
and Periodical Council). 

By the way, how about sharing some of your true stories 
- funny, weird, inspirational, those with a moral and those 
without. Just send them to St. Jerome care of the editor. 

- St. Jerome 

You know that it is going to be a good year when an article 
about the virtues of using the Internet for doing research 
concludes with: 

"Traditionally, the best place to begin a research 
project was the reference desk ofa library. It still is." 

Stephen Knowlton, Globe and Mail, 
November 13,1997, p. C16 

For those who predict the demise of leisure reading - some 
statistics to watch: 

"On an average day in 1992, about 4 in 10 Canadians 
aged 25 and over (39%) spent some of their leisure 
time [almost an hour and a half] reading books, maga
zines or newspapers ." 

Canadian Social Trends, Autumn 1997, p. 22 

34% of Canadians over 15 borrowed at least one book 
from a library in 1994. This number exceeded the 31% 
who attended a professional sporting event and the 
24% who attended any popular musical performance. 

Canada 's culture. heritage and identity , 
1995, p. 17 

Never at a loss for words, we have the Governor General: 

"We will make the information and knowledge infra
structure accessible to all Canadians by the year 2000, 
thereby making Canada the most connected nation in 
the world. This will provide individuals, schools, 
libraries,small and large businesses, rural and Aborigi
nal communities, public institutions, and all levels of 
government with new opportunities for learning, 
interacting, transacting business and developing their 
social and economic potential." 

Throne speech, September 23, 1997 

And, for those who just want to have some fun this year, 
here is an image blower: 

Lipstick librarian < http: //www.teleport .com /~petlin /liplib /> 

Coming Events 

OlA Super Conference '98, "Come Walk in My Shoes: 
the Interdependence of Libraries ." January 22-25, 
1998. Metro Toronto Convention Centre, Toronto, 
Ontario. Email the Ontario Library Association at 
< info@accessola.com > . 

newMedia98 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
will cover the entire spectrum of innovative 
communications technologies. For more information, 
contact Susan Blair, Corporate Communications, 
Multimedia Trade Shows Inc.; 905-660-2491 or 1-800
615-1551; fax : 905-660-2492; email: < moreinfo@ 
multimedia.ca > . 

The Prince Edward Island Teacher-Librarians' 
Association (PEITlA) and the Association for Teacher
Librarianship in Canada will be jointly sponsoring the 
1998 national conference. This conference, entitled 
"Connected: School Libraries at the Millennium", will be 
held May 14-17, 1998 on the campus of the University 
of Prince Edward Island . 

APlA '98, May 21 -24, 1998. The Atlantic Provinces 
Library Association annual conference, 
"Reflection /Reflexion: Past, Present, and Future", will be 
held at Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia . For 
more information, please contact Andre Guay at 
< andre .guay@acadiau.ca > . 

The next Canadian Association of law libraries (CAll) 
conference will be held in Hamilton, Ont. at the 
Sheraton Hotel and Hamilton Convention Centre, May 
31-June 3, 1998 . Contact person is Wendy Hearder
Moan < whm@hamiltonlaw .on .ca > . 

The Canadian Library Association will hold its 53rd 
annual conference and trade show in Victoria, British 
Columbia , June 17-21, 1998. 

International Federation of Library Associations and 
Institutions (IFlA) will hold its 64th council and general 
conference in Am sterdam , the Netherlands , August 16
21st, 1998. 

mailto:whm@hamiltonlaw.on.ca
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Senior Cataloguer, Technical Services 

Marysville Place, Fredericton 

$1,315 - $1,810 bi-weekly 

Open Competition 

The New Brunswick Library Service is a central agency 
responsible for the development of the public library 
system in the Province. There are 5 regional 
headquarters, 61 service points and four bookmobiles 
serving approximately 75% of the total population of the 
Province. 

DUTIES: The Senior Cataloguer is responsible to the 
Assistant Director, Technical Services. Duties include the 
creation and the quality control of the provincial 
bibliographic database, and the supervision of 5 permanent 
staff of the cataloguing section of Technical Services. 
Participation in the planning and managing of the 
DRAJlnlex 3000 automated integrated library system and in 
the development of province-wide training for system 
modules is required. Other duties involve the preparation 
of annual , statistical and special research reports and 
participation in the budget process. 

QUALIFICATION: A Masters degree in Library Science with a 
minimum of five years of related experience, to include 
experience with automated systems and cataloguing 
processes and at least two years in a supervisory capacity. 
Written and spoken competence in English is essential. 
Experience in the development of train ing programs is 
essential. Experience with DRAJlnlex 3000 software would 
be an asset. 

SUBJECT TO THE RESPONSE TO THIS COMPETITION 
QUALIFICATIONS RELATED TO YEARS OF EXPERIENCE MAY BE 
RAISED. 

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR EMPLOYMENT 

Please apply on or before February 13, 1998, stating 
Competition number 55-97-25 to the Department of 
Municipalities, Culture and Housing, Human Resource 
Services Division, Marysville Place, 3rd Floor, P. O. Box 
6000, Fredericton, NB , E3B 5H1 . 

Catalogueur principal - services techniques 

Place Marysville, Fredericton 

1 315 $ -1 810 $ a la quinzaine 

Concours public 

Le Service des bibl iotheques du Nouveau-Brunswick est 
un organisme central qui est charge du developpernent 
du reseau des bibl lotheques publiques dans la province. 
Cinq bureaux reqionaux, 61 points de service et quatre 
bibliobus servent env iron 75 p. 100 de la population de 
la province . 

FONCTIONS: Le catalogueur princ ipal relevera du 
directeur adjoint des Services techniques. II devra creer 
la base de donnees bibliographiques provincia Ie et en 
controler la qualite , et superviser les cinq employes 
permanents de la Section du cataloguage des Services 
techniques . II devra aussi participer a la planification et 
a la gestion du reseau de bibtiotbeques integre et 
inforrnatise DRAJlnlex 3000, et a I'organisation de la 
formation aux modules inforrnatises, rediqer res rapports 
annuels, les donnees statistiques et les rapports de 
recherche speciaux, et participer au processus 
budqetaire 

CONDITIONS DE CANDIDATURE: La personne titulaire doit 
posseder une malt rise en bibliotheconomie et au moins 
cinq annees d'experience connexe en systernes 
informatiques et en methodes de cataloguage , et deux 
annees dans un poste de surveillance. La connaissance 
de I'anglais oral et ecrit, et une bonne experience en 
elaboration des programmes de formation sont 
essentielles. La connaissance du logiciel DRAJlnlex 
3000 serait un atout. 

SELON LE NOMBRE DE CANDIDATURES REt;UES A CE 
CONCOURS, LES EXIGENCES RELATIVES AlJX ANNEES 
D'EXPERIENCE POURRONT ETRE ACCRUES . 

EGALITE D'ACCES AL'EMPLOI 

Faire parvenir sa demande au plus tard Ie 13 Ievrier 
1998, en indiquant Ie nurnero de concours 55-97-25, au 
rninistere des Municipalites, de la Culture et de 
I'Habitation, Division des services des ressources 
humaines , Place Marysville , troisierne etaqe, C.P. 6000, 
Fredericton (Nouveau-Brunswick) E3B 5H1. 
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o Individual $ 55.00 

o Institutional $125.00 

o Lifetime $500.00 

Memberships run on the fiscal year, and are renewable on March 31 st, annually.
 

To be a member in good standing, membership renewal fees must be received by July 1st.
 
After this date you will be dropped from the mailing list, and may miss directory inclusion.
 

NOTE: non-Canadian memberships/subscriptions are payable in U.S. currency.
 

*********************************************************************** 

1998/99 Individual & Institutional memberships include:
 
a subscription La the APLA Bulletin;
 

a copy of the APLA Membership Directory;
 
a registration discount at APLA's 1999 Annual Conference;
 

an opportuniLy to participaLe in Interest Groups or CommitLees, and to stand for office
 

*********************************************************************** 

Member Information: 

Name: (Personal or Voting Member): 

o Renewal D New Member
 

[J Personal Membership D Institutional Membersh ip
 

Title/Position Held: _
 

LibrarylBusiness Name: _
 

Street Address: _
 

City: _ Prov ince/State : _
 

Country: _ Post al Code/ZIP: --- _ 

Phone: _ Fax : _ 

Electronic Mail : 

\ Preferred Mailing Address (if different from abo ve) : J 

,---------------------------------~--_/
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r-~-----------------------------------,
 
I MEMBERSHIP FORM I 
I 
I
I Professional Information: 

I 
I Title 
I D Library Assistant 
I D Library Technician 

I
I 

c=J Library Clerk 

D Professional Librarian 

o TeacherlProfessor of Librarianship 

D Consultant 

D Student 

DPhD
 

D MLlSIMLS
 

D Library Technician Programme
 

D Other (specify) _ 

Professional Functions (in present position more than 

one. ifapplicable): 

c=J InformationlReference Prov ider
 

D User Education
 

c=J Children 's Services
 

o Cataloguing
 

D Collections
 

D Systems Manager 

o Administration 

D Other (be specific): ---------- 

Type of workplace
 

c=J Academic Post-Second ary Library
 

D School Library
 

D Publi c Library
 

o Special Libra ry
 

D Government
 

D Private Industry/business
 

D Res earch institute
 

D Legal
 

o Archives 

o Not currently employed 

o Self-employed (be specific): 

o Oth er (be specifi c): 

I 
I 

Professional Category (into which present position falls) 

D Public Servi ces 

o Technica l Services 

o Evenly spl it (Public & Technical)
 

c=J Systems
 

c=J Other (be specif ic): _
 

Committees & Interest Groups 

Pleas e check off any Committees or Interest Groups you 

wish inclusion in. Thi s information will be added to your 

record in the APLA database, and shared with the Com

mittee and Interest Group Convenors. 

Interest Groups 

D Collections Developm ent 

D Computers & Connectivity 

D Conservat ion of Lib rary Materials 

D Continuing Education 

D Francophone 

D Library Instruction 

D Library Technicians 

D Newspapers 

o Publi c Relat ions 

D Trustees 

Committees 

D Com munications 

D Intellectual Freedom 

c=J Memorial Awards 

Send cheques to: 

Treasurer 

Atlantic Provinces Library Associat ion 

c/o Dalhousie Universit y 

School of Library & Information Studies 

Halifax. Nova Scotia 

B3H 4H 8 

~----------------------------------~--~
 


