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GREETINGS FROM THE ED ITOR~ 

Well , here we are at the beginning of another sea s on and her e I am . 
sitting on the edge of an unfamiliar editorial cha i r . But if material and in
format i on cont i nue to pDur in as they did f or this issue, I'll soon be s i t t i ng 
back in comfort - so kee p it up, please. 

I'd like to thank all those who managed to find time amid summer 
vacations and conferences to send in material. Some of it was a l i t t l e late 
for the Summer issue, but anything not too out-of-date will be found jn thi s one . 

You will notice that we have as Assistant-Editor Mis s Evelyn Campbel l , 
..ho wi ll handl e t he technical end of Bulletin production, f or which I am very 
gra t ef ul . 

Shi r l ey Coulter . 
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-/1ESBflfJE FRO!'1 THE PRES/DENT-

Messages from presidents are like prefaces in books - seldom r ead and 

usually unnecessary. The important thing in the book is the content, and the 
important thing in an association is the membership. If the content of t he book 
is of high literary quality, no one cares about the preface. If the member s of 
an association are enthusiastic and energetic, the president should become only 
the mouthpiece of the members since it is they who decide the policies and mj or 
take the projects. 

To be president of an associ a t i on like the APLA is indeed to f eol l ika 
an unnecessary preface, for there is no doubt t ha t our association is b.Leaaed 'Wit.h 
an esprit de corps which bespeaks sU~cess in all our undertakings. For a s~all 

group we have accomplished much. We"have a reputation among Canadian l i br a~ 
both for the work we do and for the future librarians we encourage. 

At the conference in St. John in May , 1959, we under oak to p! oYiJ~ a 
tangible proof of our desire to promote librarianship in the At.Lantdc r r .-. i r.: ~ -; . 
We committed our sel ves to setting up a scholarship fund. 011r enthusaa sr r ..! -,1 1: " 

at that time and we had visions of a eubstantd.e.L scholarship within a f c\. morrthu , 
To date we have accumulated $409.77. There is no reason to feel smug about this 
because $200 of it was taken from Association funds, $120.13 was contributed by 
the New Brunswick Library Association, while t he remaining $89.64 was contributed 
by SIX members. In other words, only about ten per Gent of our membership has 
contributed voluntarily to what is probably the most important single project the 
Association has undertaken. 

There are always calls being made on us for this wor t hy . cause and t ha t , 
but as a professional library group the promotion of the Atlanti c Provi nces Library 
Association Scholarship Fund should have a high priority. Let 'us~continuo to show 
other Canadian librarians what the Atlantic Provinces can do. 

Perhaps after all this is a preface which is necessary and hould be r d. 

Mary C ron. 

FLASH I I I I I I ! I I I I I 
The Atlantic Provinces Library Association will sponsor 

the 1961 Conference of the Canadian Library Ks~ociation which will be hel d a t 
the Algonquin Hotel in St. Andrews, New Brunswick. 

CORRECTIONS~ 

Please note the following corrections in the APLA Summer Bulletin : 

Page 83, paragraph 4, line 2, should r ead , " ••• Miss Cameron moved that the ill. 
dues NOT be paid this year " 

Page 85, paragraph 2 should read, "Resolutions (-1) t o (7) were severally e aerrt ed, 
seconded and carried. ) f t er some discussion , resolut i on (8) was /OT appr-oved ," 



5.COPYRGH 
The f ol l owi ng paper , by Denys Noden, Law Li br arian , Uni vers i ty of 

Al ber t a Library, was part of t he discussion on Book Acqui sition gi ven at the 
Edmont on Lib ary Associ a t i on meet i ng of January 16, 1959, and i s repr i nted here 
wi t h the permiss i on of t he Al ber ta Libr ary Associ a t i on . 

Fi r st of al l , l et me say that i f any are wonder i ng just what ccpyr ight,
 
has t o do with book ac quisition , I can sympathi ze with you. But however- r emot e
 
t he r ea l connect ion bet ween the t wo, any di s cuss i :m of copyright , b. Cana I r r ,';',
 

l ea s t , ha s .inevLt ab.ly br ought up one aspect of book acqut s i Li o. " 1" , .i.i ch C nad i an
 
publ ishers fee l very s t rongl y , namel y : who sha.Ll, have t he r i ght t, ~ mr_ Jr t ccj.Les ,
 
and who, i f anyone , sh 11 be barred f rom"so do ~ng= Equally Lnev ic.v. Ty , : ' , 

di scuss ion has been ac :::: ompani ed by a head-on col l ision bet ween tho::> F.l / l: _ r ~ __ :J
 

books and those who wi sh to buy them.
 

So what I am going t o talk about, though at times I may not seem t o be 
sticking very closely to t he poi nt} is not copyri ght itsel f so much a s what 
Canadi an publisher s have been doing under pr etext of the Copyright Act , and what 
t hey are urgi ng t he Gover nmen t to al l ow t hem t o do under t he Act i f i~ i s amended . 
As you will know, a Royal Commission publ ished i t s . r epor t on copyri ght in 1957 and, 
amongst ot her items , t he publisher s · pos iti on was air ed quit e thoroughl y at t he 
h arings and in some of t he brief s prese nt ed t o it. But the situation i s extremely 
confused. For one t hing , the publ i sher s have been doing something whi ch they 
a ppear to have had no l egal right to do. For another, many of t he i r s t r i ct ure s 
agains t the Act appear to be based on a quest ionabl e int er pre tation of its 
provisions , and are not bor ne out by the wo ds of t he Act i t self . So you will 

.under s t and when I say that I approach the t opi c ~ith consider abl e apprehension. 

Now I do not intend to go into the pr ovi s i ons of t ho Act i n det a i l .
 
But t her e are two sect i ons in particular t ha t wa shal l hav~ ~ u con o i l ~ r, bot h
 
deal i ng wi t h the impor t ation of books. Se ct ion 27 i s quit st r a i gh tf orward . It
 
provi des that no one shall impor t copies made outside Canacia 0 fiuy c pyri gh :.ed
 
work , which, had t hey been made inside Ce.nada would have i nfr m ged copyri ght . To
 
prevent such impor t ation, it i s necessary f or the copyri ght owner t o noti f y the
 
Department of National Revenue that he objects. Thi s i s } of course , no mor e than
 
fair prot ect i on for the owner of the Canadi an copyright. Sect i on 28, however, is
 
by no means so straight forward, and in fact, appears t o cont r adi ct itself more
 
t han once. It does not apply to books printed and published f or sale in Great
 
Br itain or in any of the countries adhering to t he Berne Copyri ght Convention.
 
I t does not apply to books whose authors are Bri tish subje ct s , ot her t han Canadian
 
ci t i zens, or sub j ects or citizens of a Convention count ry. Subj ect t o t hese
 
condi t ions , t he gi st of Section 28 appears t o be t ha t i t i s unl awf ul :
 

1. To import any copyri ghted book until f ourt een days aft er its
 
publ i cati on .
 

2 . To impor t any book if t h i ght to r eproduce it i n Canada has been
 
grant ed by licence or ot herwise.
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To t hese proh~b l t i on s t here are special exc ept i ons which include 

public librari es and i nstitut i ons of l earning. These may impo t any copi es at 
any time bef or e a wor k is printed or made i n Canada . Also j any indi vidual may 
import for his use not mor e t han two copi e s of any wor k pub ished in a Cpnvent i on 
country. 

You will be gl ad to l earn t hat , accor ding t o the leading Canadi an 
authority on copyri ght, part s of this secti on appear to be "meaningless and 
futile". He adds t hat "unt il t he secti on is amended, a dir icult question is posed 
to any Court bef or e whi ch t he interpretat on of the sectl on may come" . So much for 
one half of the confusion mentioned earlier. 

Neverthel e ss , it i s on ~he subj ect of t hese t 0 sections t hat Canadi an 
publishers made their strongest r epresenta t i ons t o the Royal Commiss i on. To 
explain the backgro~: of t he situation I cannot do bet t er than quot e ~n ~ul 6 

letter from the Depart ment of Just i ce whi ch i s r eproduced i n t h Commi . sion 
Report. It reads as f ol l ows g 

"I ac knowl edge your l etter of Januar y 23r d las I.. whlJ 
enclosure where i n you r equest an opinion as t o t he 1 gal ~ i y 

of certain ~raet i ces which have arlsen under Section 27 of 
the Copyright Act. As I underst and it, t he practice to whj :;h 

you refer is as fol lows : 

The owner of copyri ght in a certain book n bot h Canada 
and the Uni t ed Stat e s l~ s copies of t he book pri nted i n t he 
United States and distr ibut ed for retail t her e . He appoi nts 
a sal es represent ati ve i n Canada a s is excl us i ve selling Agent 
here . Through his selling Agent i n Canada , he notifi es the 

Depart ment of Nat i onal Revenue under Sect i on 2 of the Copyright 
Act t ha t he desires t o have copi e s of the book prohi bited from 
import i nt o Canada . The book is th n inc uded in Sch dule "C" 
of the Customs Tariff , and is excluded from Canada to all ot h rs 
except the exclusive agent . 

I have cons ider ed t hi s pra ctice , and I am of t he 0 inion 
t hat it i s not supported by the elavc1Dt l egisl at i oll. Se ct ion 
27 of the Copyright Act provides t ha t copi e s mado cut of Canada. 
of any work i n which copyri ght subs i s t s , which, if' . de 
Canada , woul infr inge copyri ght may be exclude by the procedure 
out l i ned above. Since t he copi e s in ques t.ion made out of C da 
wer e made by t he hol der of t he copyright , Lhe same, if made in 
Canada, would not i nfringe copyri ght . ha t bei ng the case , 
Section 27 is not appl icabl e. 

There i s, of course , ~he f urt h r obj ect i on to t he pract i ce 
outlined above that even i f Sect i on 27 were availabl , t he pl ac i ng 
of the book i n Schedule It C" of t he C s t oms Tari f f auld bar i t 
from impor t ation into Canada even to t he American publisher s ' own 
salea r epre senta tive • It 

Alarmed at t hi s opinion , which t he publishers s tate ill have a 
ser i ous effect on t he book t r ade in Cana da , they urged th Commission t o 
recommend l egislation t ha t wo d give the Cana ion agent t he sal e r i ght. t o 
impor t, whether the book wer made Lega'l.Ly or i lle l y in th f or i gn 
country. Qui t e r i.ght.Ly s t he Commiss i on r e s i s t ed his eugge at i.on , f or as even 
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t h tr-ade gaz i.ne QUI LL AND QUTRE agreed, such a olicy appears to pr c I ~ ; t
 
a trade agreement r a t her t han opyr i ght . As for t he ser i ous ffe ct s f <r ecas L,
 
I cannot see that t he pub .i sher s have anyone bu t themse l ves to bl ame . Sec t i on
 
27 of he Act is qui te cl ear , an never di d any t hi ng mor e than pr even t t he
 
i mporta tion into Canada 0 books illegal l y pub iane abroad . Having ba sed
 
. h 1r actions on misinterpre tat ion of the se ct i on, i t scarcel y lies i n t he
 
mou ths of t e publisher s t o compl a i n when the i r mi s i nterpre ta t i o ~ i s c orrec~ed .
 

Thi s brings us t.o t he second cause or al arm i n publishi ng cir cl es ,
 
nam 1y the r i ght of publi c l i br ari es and ins tit u t i ons of l eR n ing to import
 
copie s , and from here onwards conf us i on re i gns supreme . In t ne fir st place )
 
the pub.l.Laher-s seem t o have amal gamat ed Sec t.i on 28) hi ch purpor t s t o cover the
 

obl em, with Se ct i on 27 , which ha s not hi ng t o do wl t h i t . I n hi s di scussion of
 
the new a spec t of Sec t ion 27, the writer i n QUILL AND QUIRE quot ed ear l i er says:
 
II et her or no · the rel axi ng of i mpor t r es t r ic t ions actual l y means t ha t libraries
 
and booksel l er s can now impor t f or ei gn wor-ks wi t hou t r eference t o the. Canad i an
 
copyri gh t holder l S unclear" . Uncl ear it may wel l be } but i mpor t a t i on wh h
 
respect t o the Canadi an copyri ght hol der i s dea lt with i n Sec t i on 2d. The
 
Depart m nt of J usti ce opi ni on ha s no bear ing on it wha t soever . u t t he confus ion
 
i s eVl dent i n more t han thi s art i cle al one.
 

I n t he second pl a ce , as we have noted, Sec t ion 28 i s i n some places 
next to mean i ngl ess, though writ er s tend to refer to i t quite glibly as though 
its meaning were crys t al cl ear . One publisher says: "You f i nd t hat any public 
l i br ary or ins t i t u tion of l ear ni ng i s entitl ed to import dir ec t l y any quant i t y 
of any book r egardl ess of copyright or exclusive agency arr an gement s , unless the 
book i s pri nt ed i n Canada. You wi l l f i nd t ha t any i ndividual can do the same 
thing . " With respect t o t he pub i sher conc er ned, t his i s onl y half t he truth. 
Regar dl s s of exclusive agency arrangements certain y , but no t regar d ess of 
copyri ght, fo r if the author i s a sub j ect or citi zen of GTtsa t Br ita in or of a 
Conven t i on count ry , e el udi ng a Canad i an cit i zen , none of Section 28 appl i es . 
Thi s appear s t o l eave the Canadi an aut hor i n an unev iabl e pos i t i on , but a s t he 
Commissi on r'epor- ted s "Canadian agents of f ore i gn publ i sher s r a t her than the 
author s are we think , t he chi f obj ectors. We cannot see that it is the f unct i cn 
of copyri ght law to prot ect them. 1I 

Here, I t hi nk , we have t he crux of t he prob em. l' E- Lc:..i or i- 0r t i on of 
t he Canadi an publ ishers I bus ines s centr es ar-ound the bOOkS :.I JAy t mpor t .::'r om Gr ea t, 
Br ita i n and the Unit d States . For the most part , t hey ar not t.he : ,,·trJ.':::T"S o ; 
Canadi an copyrigh t an ., 11e books t hey impor t , but are excl us i ve se Ll.ing c)."t n . , or 
t he copyri ght owner s . They as ser t , no doubt cor r ect l Y1 t ha t the agency a syee~ of 
t h ir business mus t come f i r s t , be or e the publ i shing of Canadi an books will be 
practicab le . Bu t i f t his i s so, i f t hey are chi ef l y concerned wi t h pr eserving 
t heir el us i ve di s t r i but i on r i ghts , t hen so f ar as copyr i ght i s oncerned there 
wi l l always be cons i derab irrelevance in their Vi ews, f or general l y s eaki ng , 
the f unct i on of copyri ght i s t o prot ect t he au t hor . Thi s is no~ t o dismiss the 
probl ems of the Canadian publ i sher out of hand, but surel y he i s ooki ng in the 
wrong direction f or the a s sist ance he desires. 

Speaking 0 i rre evance , ho ever , I am now s t r-ayrng f ar beyond my 
as s i gned l imi t s. Bef or e 1 conclude , i t wi 1 perhaps be a re i f f or you to l ear n 
t h G the 0 1 10 t ng prepared eba t.emen t has been issued t o the book trade by We 
Macmi Ian Company; "We ish to make I t cl ear that th~~§'_llQ_£h@g~ _ :i.Q arrange
ments f a s c i ng our books, or t hose of t ne house s \of re pre sen t in Canada . " 
And there [ will l eave th rna.tter . 
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LBRA 
The fol l owi ng ticle has b en cont r i bu ted by Mr. C. Deane Kent, 

As s is t ant Director of t he Public Li br ary and Ar t Museum, London , Ont ari o. Mr. 
Kent was in Scandinavia last y ar on a Canada Council Fellowshi p and expl a i no 
that the fellowshi p was " t o s t uiy and investigat e public Library oper ation i n 
the Scandinavi an countr}es with spe cial attent i on belng devo ted t o r egi na1 
library sys t ems and t o adult educat i on sch meso At t he same t ime I wan t.ed +,0 
find out something about t he oper a t i o of art museums, particularly when rel a. ed 
t o public l ibrari es. " 

Few peopl e seem to be with'Jut publ LC L l.br-ary s -"Vi ce in D nmar-k, 'fb:'s 
is quite unlike Canada where} i t ha been t at d, .+O% of ' hI- .' ou, ! .n! 1,3"\,;! i10 

l i br ary service a t all . Many peo Le , mor eover , w· 0 hav Ii Id.J. 
w 

' aeI""ri ce i :';:.t , .? j , 

are not adequatel y served t o mee t h nee ds of t o-day : B schools, bus tr-e .... sc a , 'oa::l 
everyday knowl edge needs . In Denmark t her e i s an a t t em t to promote na t.Lcn- j" dr. 
coverage in a ...ray al together unknown in Cana a ; and thi n a count ry w1.ich 
possesses nothing l i ke the r esources of C&nade. . The per capita gross national 
product of Denmark is about half that of Canada . Many peop sa t ha t nat i onal 
library se rvice is r elat i ely easy to or gani ze wh n a country i small. This is 
true. But i t is also very di f f i cul t t o or gani ze when a country is poor. Denmark 
is both smal l and poor and ye t has excellent l ibrary se c t hroughout the 
entire count ryo Let me tel l you a l i t t le ab out one l i b ary - t h Bi ker ¢d . Publ i c 
Li br ary - wher e t he l i brarian, Mis s Margre t e G am~ r ece i ved me one day l ast 
Oct ober . 

B irker ~d is a se para t e munici pal i ty on t he I s land of Zealand about 20 kID. 
north of Copenhagen . In 1959 the e were 12,375 inhabitants with 40% of t ese 
working in Copenhagen or t he ne i ghbouring suburbs a s civi servant s , pr ofessional 
people or in of f ices. There i s very !it t e indus t i n Bi r err; - a f e 7 fact or i es , 
s ome agriculture and mar ket gard ns . I t ha s all the stand d equipmen t f a 
Danish t own - - a tOWIl h 11 f or t he municipal admi nis tration . a ol i ce s t at i cn , 
two Lut her an churches , a r ec tory , and a home f or ol d people . '_l1ar e are t hree 
munic ipal schools , a "Gr ammar Sc 001" wi t h boarder s , and a pr' ·~te school. Ther e 
is also a municipal publ i c l i br ary . 

The Library was f ounded i n 193 wh n the town had 6 , 000 inhabit an t s, but 
more space became a necessity 0 er t he years , and 1957 t.he Li br ary moved t o its 
present quarters. I t i s now l ocated on t 6 se cond and t hird l oor s of a fine new 
business property t hat looks a l i t tle l i ke one of our shopping centres , on a smaller 
scale. Below the Li br ary is a book sto e a d a "Vascomat (so thing like a 
laundeteria). The Li br ary occupi s about 2/3 of t he t otal area - about L..OO square 
metres. The bui ldi ng i s r ed br i ck wi th a g eat deal 0 glass being used. I t may 
seem strange t o many Canadians t hat a new l i b ary sho d be in quarter s normally 
re served or apart ment s or of fi ces . In Denmark this i s qui te common . Even the 
new Copenhagen Cent al Li brary i s in an of f i ce buil Ing , Many br anch l i brari es 
are in chool s , of f i ce or apartme t buildings . Th aao or t h B i s that, the 
St a t e does not make any ca pi t al grant s t o ibrari e ~ w"'"1 hing t o di ver t building 
i nt o homes . A money f or l i br ary bui ding mus orne 1 om the l ocal aut hori t i es, 
wi t h the r e sult t ha t many l i br ar ies be g or-ganf.z d t o-day are in r e ted quart ers . 
The State , however , will pay a gr-an t on ren~. B~ k r p. pay a r tal 0 30 J 0 I~ . 

annually (almos t. $ ,200) with the Sta te paying about ~ <' 000 '~r o - t~~s a mount , 
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The f i r s t ocr of t he Li br ary i s the ending depar tment f or adults 
i t h a total space of 235 square metres i ncl uding seats f or r eaders, a small 

room f or specia s t udi es , a lendi ng of ce and a pac king r oom. Ther e i s a 
common charging and discharging de sk for adult s and children on t his f l oor with 
a conveyor bel t t hat takes t he children ' s book s to the i r de partment on the next 
floor . There is, of course, a s tai r ca se running paral lel to t his belt by which 
borrower s may proceed t o t he chil dr en 's l i brary . (Ser vice doe s not extend to 
t he conveying a r eader s ) The chi l dren ' s l ibr ary ha s " 0 square metres of 
space. On thi s floor , t oo , may be ound offices f or ~he l i br ar i an , cataloguing 
department, stack, cloakroom, and l unchroom f or the ptaf £'. 

Book s t ock i n t he adult libr ary i s 20, 663 wi th 85,632 loans to 4, 133 
members. The l a s t f ew year have seen a ver y heavy increase in circulat j on . 
The Li br ary has one br anch f or adults and chi l dren ) at H~sterk~b , in the e ~ 8te!n 
sect i on of t he municipal ity. Ther e are al so t wo branches i n a mil i t ary barr acks 
situated i n 1 ne i ghbouri ng pari sh . The children I s Li.brazy with 13, 246 volumes 
had a circulation in 1958 of 49,3 00. There wer e 1,494 borrowers out of a 
poss ible 1,551, 1. e. t he number of children under s chool - l ea ..-int :J.[';8 ~1 :'1 ) i n 
t he municipality. One schoo l i brary wi t h a l endi ng room and r-ead I. g r ·";OID 
f a ci i tie s is attached ~, o the children I s l i br ary . 'fwo school Lfbr a, L: 3 LtV 
r ecent l y been i ns t al l ed in muni cipal schools. Per capita circulation i ~ 

approximately 11 books a year. This particular l i br ary is open the fol lowi ng 
hours: 

Monday-Fri day Saturd§;Y: 

Adult Library 2: 00 pm - 8:00 pm 10 :00 am - 5:00 pm 
Children ' s Library 2: 00 pm - 5:00 pm 2 ~ 00 pm ~ 5 ~ 00 pm 

(Pl us Wednesday 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm ) 

Fol l owing t he cus tom i n Denmark , t here are two l ibrary boards - one 
f or t he adult library and one f or t he chi l dren 's l i br ary . This admini s trat ~vB 

duali ty is Ri mpl y a means of getti ng more revenue f r om t he s tate. Ther e is a 
Sta t e grant of 80% on t he i r s t 25,000 Kr. rai sed by a muni cipal i t y f or library 
p poses , so by havi ng two Boards ,t wo grants are r eceived . The adul t l i br ary 
Board has 3 members - all members of the City Council. The children ' s l i br ary 
Board has t he same Board plus two representati ves a t he school aut hor i t i e s . 
Miss Gram i s secretary and chief execut i ve off i cEJr of both Buards . Ther e i s a 
staff of eleven , six of w,oom are l i br ari ans . 

The budge t is as f ollows: (in Dani sh Kr . j 7. 15 Kr . -= $1 . 00) 

Municipali ty Stat e other 
Adult 120, 818 53,1 80 50 
Children's 53,609 30, 024 2,1 75 

The budge t is ab out $3. 00 per capita or nearl y $6. 00 in purchasing 
power, I would say. You can see from t hi s tabl e t he kjn d of support Danish 
ibraries get , and I wa s t ol d t hat B irker~d was not a s wel l supported as some 

a t er i br ari es be cause t he peopl e in this area are not as wea ~by as t hose 
in other places. 

I ment i oned a t t beginning of t.hf.s art i cl e too t Denmark has compl e t e 
l i brary cover age . Here i s an examp e of a l ibrary i nvol ved in chat cove'rage . 
Her e , t oo, i s an exampl e a Dani sh co- operation . Denmark ha more t han 30 
cent r al or count y l i brarie s o ering t he whol e c o untry~ and Bi r ker ¢,d , a l ong wi t h 

(O on t.tnued O ~L p , I ~ , 
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h SBOOKS LfBR NO 

AHONr;. TH AR T8 
Books have al ways been a t of t te Nova Scot ia Festival of t he Arts, 

which takes place every Augus t a t Tatamagouc e . Thi s past August , a s usual , ther-e 
was a display of books on Nova Scot i a and by Neva Scot i a.ns arranged by the Book 
Room, Halifax, and f or sal e to i.nt er e s t ed visitors . 

But this year f or t he first t i me libraries and l i br ary books ·wer e a palt 
of this annual event . In t he Chil dr en ' s Cen tr e , a arge tent at one corner of the 
grounds, two of t he exhi bi t s wer e concerned ~ith books . "Around the Wor l d in 30 
Books", a displ ay of storie s and t r avel books f r om the Chil dr en ' s Depart ment , 
Halifax Memorial Libr~J , was cent r ed by ffi at tr lct l ve , 3 dime ~si o pos t er ; the 
work of Brs. Betty Howard of t he H.M.L. s t af f . t Phct,o on OVEn." by Mr . E. Longard , 
N.S. Museum of Science, shows Mrs . A.B . Boland ; olunteer wrrl. -r from P r sbcro , 
with some of the "interasted vi s i tor s" ) Lis LS uf t he 30 books plus an outline 
map of the world on which t o trace t he i jour neyc were i ven t o he children. 
Pamphlets on librarianship, provi ded by t he Provi nc i al Library , wer e available to 
adults and young adults. It was not possibl e t o have a libr ari an on duty all the 
time, but the volunteer worker s were very capabl e and made themsel ves as familiar 
as possible with the books and other mater i a t h re i n or der t o t al k to visitors 
ab out them. The chdLdr-en enjoyed browsi ng - one Li t.t.Ls girl wa so upset at not 
having time to finish a book, that her mot her bad t o promise t o buy i t for her 
before she would l eave (unfor t unat el y , t hey lived in an area wi thout l ibrary 
service). Many peopl e asked about buying t he books and t ook i nf ormat i on about 
publ isher, etc. for order i ng purposes . 

The other main exhibit was cent r ed around one part i cular book - '!'HE 
GOLDEN BOOK OF SCIENCE (with t he ent husi a s t i c approval of Simon and Schust er ) . 
Using it as a guide, t he staf f of t he N.S . Museum of Science buil t a fa s cir~ting 

and informative display in which the GOLDEN BOOK OF SCI ENCE "came t o l 1f e". 
Children and adult s visited this exhibit many lJmes f or it contai ned t eo much t o 
take in at one viewing. (Visitor s t o t he HaLr fax Mamor' a", I 1 I . ..~ c ore havrn 
opportunity to see t his exhi bit from Sept. 22 . mid-Octob.... .r ; Anyone ir_teL'e ~ .ed r: 

in having the display v:i. s i t the i r di stri ct may contact Mr . Donal d -'1" .wdis I n.S. 
Museum of Science. It ' "1 r eal l y worth see ing I ) 

The "Libr ary on i-Iheel s" was anot iar popular- spot a t the Fest i val. On 
Sat. and Mon., Aug. 8 and 10, t he bookmobile rom the Col ehe t er - Eas t Hant s 
Regional Library was on the grounds with Br 8 0 Margare t Snyder and er s t af f on 
hand t o greet visitor s and an swer quest i ons . On display there , a ong wi t h their 
books, were charts and maps of t hi s par t i cular regional l ibrary a s wel l as inform
ation on the r egional system in Nova Scot ia a s a whol e . Mrs . Snyder r epor ts, 
"Adults visiting the Bookmobile wer e from various places in the Uni t ed St a tes and 
Canada. Some compared our wor k wi th s imi l ar wa k in the' own communi t i e s ; many 
spoke appreciativel y of t he work of the Bookm biJe. Ther e seemed t o be a good 
deal of genuine i nt ere st . " And of course the boys and gir s flocked to the Book
mobile where they rece ived l a pel -s i zed paper bookmobi les va wear , and wher e they 
could be f ound , five or s ix at a t ime , s i t t i ng on he floor a t the back having a 
good "r-ead " whi e ye t another shower- went on outside 

s.c. 
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THE SCHOOL LIBRARY - FACILI TY OR_ERI LL? 

(An cerpt f r om an ar ticle by A i ce B. Howar d , School Libr ar i es and Wor k with 
Chil dren , Di visi on of Li brary Ext ens i on, r epr i nted in t he Bay Stat e Lr:Jrari ~n, 

Summer, 1959, from the Mas sa chusetts Teacher , April , 1959) 

A wor d too commonl y applied to the school l i br ary and i t s ser vi ce i s "f r i l l" . 
"[ebs t er de f i ne s the wor d "fr i ll" as "a showy super f l ui ty i n dr es s , manners , etc . " 
By def ini t i on I r eject t he word as a des cript ion of the school l ibr ary , whi ch should 
a t all .times be accepted as a mental workshop , an area f or men tal di sci lines . 

Those who call t he s chool library and i t s i ns tr uc t i onal programming ( wh~ ch 
suppl ement s the curr i culum) a f r i l l would hes f. t a ce t o de scr i be t he gynmas i um pro
gram or the elaborat i oil of th home- maki ng q~ ur ses by such a t erm. Str eng bodies 
are , Qi course, Impor-t ant.. Muscles must be deve oped fo r nea en r-easone . Feed 
must be nour 'shingly prepared and attr a ctively served f o the same reasons, yet who 
asks about t he healt h of the mind? The mind has muscles also , and i t needs alluring 
nourishment. The l i brarian who organizes, mixes, and intelligently offer s f ood f or 
sound mental muscles i s as f ull y basic t o t he t ot al school picture r as t he body ex
pert and t he f ood spe ci a ist . 

Russ ia of f er s t hor oughly organized t r a i ning f or the devel opment of t he 
minds and bodies of her young peopl e . I f re cen t reports from t hat di stant area 
can be beli eved , school lib ari es and ample printed mat er i a ls ar e re ad i l~avail

abl e t o the young peopl e . To b labor this obvious compe t i tion between t wo strong 
nations i s r idiculuous; but I do most sincerel y bel i eve that our own wny of lif e , 
its signifi cance and mean i ng fo r young peop e, will be str engthened by lI'ovi di ng 
a s t r ong, deep program of educati on . If t his poi nt i s vali d , then the c rol l ury 

hi ch logi cally f ollows pr ed ica tes f ull and complete suppor t by the l ocal sch001 
commi t t ee s of the school l i brary and i ts admi ni strat or. Ther e are now and 
wi ll be in the fut e increas ingl y new challe ~ "es to be faced . These wi l l re ~ uir6 
sound, u t o-date resource mater i als as we l l a s refer ence p-nd r.1 ~~ic ' urn bOO KS ' f 
the chal lenges ar e to be con truct ivel y answered and cr-ea t i.v e .Ly pr-oj e c t ed , .<.f 
today ' s school children , no mat t er vhat the i r ment al age , are to dC' :l?l-.,rJ thei r 
indi vidual pot ent i a s , t he school Lbr a.ry and the school l i br ari an .d-l .L l.." _,' 
meani ngf ul tool a t hat exper i ence . 

THE SCHOOL LI BRARY: VI TAL FIFTH WHEEL 

(Editor ial - The Halifax Mai l-Star, Oct . 5, 1959) 

The inadequacy of the average s chool l i brary - although t her e are excep
tions i n Halifax and elsewher e - ha s been under scor ed again. This time t he ob
arvation comes from an i ndi vidual who is i n a pos ition t o lend au thority to what 

he says abou t a s i t ua t l on tha t most people suspect. f .R. For syth , supervi sor of 
Dartmou th schools , has t ol d the t own 's Boar d of SchQ Commissi oner s t hat l e ss than 
one- f i f t h of t he dasirabl numb r of books are availabl e t o t he l ocal s Juden t s . 
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It is bad enough that books, which are so easerrti a a part cf :..lie ~. ..l ·<~. l lj ' l~ 

process, are not provided in many or the schools, not onl y in Dartmouth U ~ t hrough
out the province. Even more deplorable is t he nature of the collections that may 
be found in some school libraries. Too many do not contain a representative selec
tion which complements the curriculum; in a number of places these volumes are not 
properly catalogued or cared f or. A glance at not a few libraries reveals a picture 
which is diametrically opposed to the main purpose of such Lnst i.t.ut.Lons , Where -' 
the~e is a ~oom, it is sometimes permi t ted to be a catch-all. Old school registers 
clutter shelves in disarray, a duplica i ng machine makes of one corner the local 
p~inting service; serious study i s imposs i I e in the environment where taa~hers 

mark papers, students eat lunch, and more 
~ 

t han one prank is hatched. 

School commissioners and trustees, as was the reaction of some members of 
the Dartmouth body in response to Mr. Forsyth's comments, shy away from the matter 
because of the cost. True, adequate libraries are expensiv~ , but many existing 
facilities which are hopelessly inadequate could be impr oved at l ittle cost pro
vided some imagination and common sense were applied. Books are the tools of ed
ucation and l ibraries are the repositories of these important instruments. I t ia 
a short-sighted policy, indeed, which ignores the vital quality of t his agency of 
learning. The Lunenburg County individual who once remarked t ha .t a Be 01 I i r / 
was about as useful as a fifth wheel on a car might Rell be reminded that, in the 
automobile, wheel number five is the steering wheel. 

GROSSLY NEGLECTED SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

(Editorial - Halifax Mail-Star, Oct. 7, 1959) 

Further to our editorial of Monday concerning school libraries, there are 
other comments to be made. It is not because t her e is something new t o be said 
that we turn again to the matter. Rat her, it is because of our deep con~ern im 
what is a very serious situation and our hope that something may be done t o rectify 
what is an omission in our provincial educational structure. 

Generally speaking, school libraries in Nova Scotia are a disgr&ce. In
adequate selections of books, unsuitable facilities and lack of proper supe r vi i on 
have rendered quite useless what ought to be an integral I. ::. ~ ·t « ; -::t e Le a r -rri, 19 IJ ' 0 

cess. It is not our responsibility to assess blame . Actua.ll y, school libra. :i.e s 
are under the jurisdiction of l ocal school boards but those instit.u cions I t f" 

activities curt a i l ed by the persistent demand that they save money, se l dom h'..ve t he 
means at their disposal t o prOVide the coll ections of books that are so essential. 
Some parts of the province fare be t ter than others in the matter. In those coun
ties where there are regional libraries, the bookmobiles call at the schools and 
provide volumes to the students. Other counties are less favored, although some 
provision f or their needs is made through t he Department of Education's Teacher's 
Central Library. That, then, is the general pi ct ure in this province of the lib
raries at the disposal of school children. The most obvious feature of it ~ll is 
the inadequacy. It appears that t her e is an i mmedi a t e need for a trainee':. librar
ian operating in a supervisory capaci t y who can journey about the province in an 
effort to make the most of existing l i br ari es . The provincial government is pre
pared to supply advice and some books to local collections but it is imper~tive 

that a properly trained individual be available t o r end r th se I ~ooks fuost useful 
and useabl e. And since the heart of the situation i s i n the hands of the local 
school boards, it becomes a responsibi lity of eVBTy ci tizen to assure that the 
board will have the freedom and the means to set up t he l i br ary facilities that 
are complementary to a proper education of the provi nce 's youth . 



BIRCHVroOD J UN I OR HI GH SCHOOL LIBRARY - A GOOD BEGINNIN G 

The Libr ary a t Bi r chwood J uni or Hi gh Scnool i n Charlottet own opened on 
Sept 2, 1958. It i s a large , bright and beauti f ull y decorat ed r oom wi th windows 
on t he south side and shel ves on t he nor t h and west wal l s. Wi t hout the l oan of a 
thousand books from the Pr i nce Edward Isl and Li brar i es) we would have st arted the 
year wit h empty shel ves. The problem of arrangi ng t he se books on shel ves whi ch 
could hold 4 , 000 needed careful cons i der a t i on . The hi ghe st and l owest she lve s were 
not use d , and l eaving whole sections bet ween di.f'f'er-errt gr oups of books gaw : a l es s 
barren pict ure . We r ecei ved many donations } but ac cepted only use ful rc f&~ cn ce 

books and some wel l bound cl ass i cs . The School Boar d subs cr i bed to t welve m ~ga

zines and provided a bui l t - in rack whi ch i s mos t sat i sf a c t ory . 

The f inancia l s i t uat i on of Charlot t et own ' s t wo junior high schOOL l 'b
rar i e s is at present not good. Unf or tunatel y , there is no grant for the pur e rr 38 

of books and equi pment , and they must rely f or f unds l argel y on th e L"brary Com
mittee s connected with the schools. In t hi s way Birchwood r ec e i ved $300 dur i .' ,; 
t he term with which we bought some equipment and books c om' ~ ' ; l>re :'= 3 1 r t'C u ,s::lj. 
We trust that before long there wi l l be a re gular appropria t (J11 a '-ct:i. ~ qb~ .:; t o t: ~ , t 

l i br ar i es . 

Last year, Birchwood had a total enr ol lment of 576 studants i n Grades VII 
- X and most classes were able t o haye a 50 minute library period every two weeks , 
with time before and after school for reference work. The fir s t part of the period 
was usual ly taken up wit h expl ana t i ons and note s on t he Dewey Decimal sys t em, Shelf 
arrangement , library routines , e t c . Additions to shel ves and magaz ine r ac k were 
mentioned and sometimes a short tal k gi ven to i nt r oduce a new book . Some day s ther e 
were r eference ass ignments gi ven by the tea cher or l i br arian , and of course new 
books wer e sel ected by the students to take home . At time s , the whole peri 8d was 
gi ven over to reading , the ol der s t udent s pr ef er r ing it t hi s Wqy . The l ower grade s 
wi l l continue to have t he se not e s and i ns t ruct i ons , but lat er we shall be abl e to 
el iminat e them to a cer tain extent in the hi gher grades when t he pupils will have 
become familiar with the libr ary. More t ime may t hen be spe nt on ref erence wor k 
and reading. 

Working exclusivel y with chi l dren was a new experience fo r me , and i t 
provi ded many surprises. The boys proved to be ill eh be tter readers t~~n the ~ i ~l ~ . 

The vari et y of sub jects int er esti ng t hem seemed inexhau s tibl.=t . Gr ade I X and X 
glasses were much l es s ent hus i a s t i c than the youn ger chi l dren and i t wa s a cons t ant, 
struggle to t ry to inter est t hem. I t seems t o me t hat t hey are curri c~um-bou ~d , 

and I f eel t he faul t must be shar ed by t he course of s t udi es , t he sys t em of exami 
nations } t he teachers, and the apat hy of t he student s due i n some mea sure t o t oo 
many extra- curricular a ct ivities . I tried many pro j e ct s in t he ef f ort t o ar ouse 
their interest - book talks , r ef erence assignments , book r eport s , get t ing them to 
help in the l i br ary, but sti l l feel I had no great success. Wi t h the younger chil
dren all was di f ferent. They showed undllnirii slied ent husia sm through t he t erm and 
read well. I am hoping in a year or two, as the lower grades advance, to see the 
trend change and all become more l i br any- consci ous . 

Our circulation f a t he year was 9 ~ 602 - abou t 17 books per student . 

Mrs . Margaret Taylor , Libr arian. 
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fi!10UND THE CAPE BRETotv HICHLANDS 
IN f} 800K/'10BILE 

by Miss Pauline Williams, librarian of the Victoria County Unit of t he 
Cape Breton Regional Library. 

(Miss Williams, who was born in Cardiff, Sout h Wal es , is a graduate of Uni ver s i t y 
College of Wales, Aberstwyth, and of the School of Libr arianship, Loughborough, 
England. Her first position as a trainee l ibrarian at Uni ver si t y College gave her 
varied experience in all departments. In Here f ord County, as assistant i n 'h' ge 
of the Student I s Section, she, with a staff of t wo , dealt with requests f I ' ,ID count y 
borrowers for subject and reference material and for specific books not a~ailab le 

in the District or Travelling Library concerned. While there, she occa.s i.o : ,... ~.jy 

made trips in the Travelling Library. At the Uni versity of \tles t.er r! Ont .ar-Lo , to 
which she paIlle in 1957, she assisted in tho ci rculat i on am : .: ,:i'_, 1' i ::;;, de ~ : . _· " .C · ; I · 5 
and was responsible for display work . From her present headquart er s i~ B~d~ ~ . 

she and the bookmobile travel the north-east coast of Cape Br et on I ~ l~~ci . ) 

October 21st, 1958 - Election day i n Victoria County! The new 
bookmobile set out on its rounds and polled 13 registrations. Nine months later 
we had registered 1500 borrowers out of a total population of 8,060, so that in 
the next election we should stand a fighting chancel 

That day marked the culmination of months of prepar a t i on and activity 
in various parts of the province. The Victoria Home and School Associ a t i on had 
organized committees to awaken in the people a cODsci ousness of t heir need of a 
library. They had met with the heads of the Cape Br et on Regional and the N. S. 
Provincial libraries to discover the requirements. The Victoria Count y Council 
had passed the necessary measures to finance and author i ze the new venture. And 
then the activity began - in Halifax and Sydney the new book stock was being pro
cessed and accumulated; in Truro the bookmobile was being hamF.er ed into sha ; in 
Baddeck l ocal volunteers were renovating a basement to make t r.0 new Headquar t r • 

In &eptember , the U0 ~ l i brari an had 
arr i ved to be made a t home at once with 
a Cape Br eton cup of tea. The first 
thing t o be done was t o survey the new 
county and decide where halts were to 
be made. Key people in each community 
were contacted and I soon discovered 
the folly of asking for Alexander 
MacNeil. However small the district 
my only re~ponse would be "Which one?" 
All a person's given names were needed 
or his father's name or a description. 
So there were the "Red Rory" MacNei l a 

or D.J. ~~cNeil's cnildren became Robert D.J. or J ohn D.J . , etc. In' one ea of 
one hundred borrower s , forty-e ight are MacNei l s and i n ot her areas MacLeods aud 
MacDonalds may be as plentiful. Ministers , s chool s and stor.e s -werB tJ con±a.cted(~.ar.d 

they helped t o distribute advance publicity. 
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Al t hough t he populati on i s smal l , the area t o be cover ed i s lI ' 1 ':"-:; 

l arge. Caps t i ck , t he f urthe st point , i s 105 mi l e s from Baddeck , So s t ore s , post 
of f i ces and s chools wer e chosen a s cen tra points f or s t ops and even s o, borrower s 
often have to come t wo or more mile s t o get books . We have a l ady who come s in on 
a t r actor with r eque s t s on geol ogy. One borrower l i ves ni ne mil es out i n t he 
Atlantic on the l i ghthouse isl and of St . Paul ' s . He sends hi s books in by mail
boa t . But everyone make s f or t he neare s t s t op t o ge t books aCG onc we ver e on 
the road nothing kept t hem f r om comi ng - shor t of a f uneral. or i n th i s very 
warm-hearted society a sixt eenth cous in i s a dear and cl ose relat i on and i f you 
aren't someone's s i xt eent h cousin, you mus t be a f ore i gner (pr obably from "down 
in Nova Scotia") and you' l l get a good send-of f anyway t o help make up f or not 
having been Dorn in Cape Bre t on . 

After the whol e area was surveyed and 
the location and duration of ea ch stop dec ided , and 
the schedule drawn up, publ i city wa s sent out de s cr i 
bing the service and gi vi ng the hal t s , times an date 
of the f i r s t vis i ts. A!d then we r e out on OUI 

fir s t trip. We had just made one round of the count r y 
when wi nt er set in and U s hold wa sn ' t re l ea sed unt i l 
May 1959. Icy roads and steep hi l ls made travel l i ng 
an uncertain adventure. As soon as we cros sed Smokey 
we were sure t o be met by snow and biting winds, but 
although people must have concluded that the bookmobile 
contained storms as well as books , no one was de terred . 

Sometimes crawling behind a sn ow plough, the 
road too narrow t o let us pass , or struggling up an 
icy mount a i n , we were a l i t t l e l a t e gett i ng t o a stop. But we were sure that when 
we got through we would f ind peopl e wai ting f or a book on embr oi dery , t he Tudors, 
cabi ne t making , grasses, sea sto i s, west erns , j ets and r ockets , el ect r i c motor s , 
ant i que furniture, etc. And at thi s t ime we wer e allowi ng jus t two books ~_ o r 

borrower a s our book s t ock was not yet up to st r engt h . Once , we were stu c~ i n ~ 

snow drift f or t hree hours waiti ng f or t he sn ow plough to come and pull 11;:3 out . 
We thought we might s t i l l get round t o the school s so that t he chi l dren wcul ge t 
books , but at one stop when we arri ved at 1 p.m. (having been due ~t 10 . 20 a .m. \ 
we found a lone woman s til l chee f ully wa i t i ng t o get books f or ~ ~ r ~~ ID Lly on 
blacksmithi ng and boatbuil di ng. 

Rough traveil ~ng also made it nece ssary to di scover some lli<.. ..... J -: 

keeping t he books on the shel ves; t he ordinary slope wasn ' t e ough. 'I'heu .J.. i 

covered the advantage of havi ng a driver who as al s o an uphol s t er er Wr;E:ll we 
threaded our shelves with t ough webbing which was hooked on one s ide and ea sily 
unthreaded and threaded again a t each stop. And come what may, t hose books stayed 
on the shelves I 

Roads wer en't our only troubl during those wi n er months . Ther e was 
a l so the probl em of whether the f our f erri es which we us ed t o cover the count y 
would be kept r unni ng. On one t r i p we l eave t he bookmobi l e overnight an- t r avel 
back and f or t h to Baddeck by boat. In t he' i n t r we made a brisk t wo mile hi ke 
across t lie frozen Bras D10r l ake ith my br ea th hangi ng in i cicl e s on my scarf and 
my yela shes cont i nually f r eez i ng to my cheeks. But t hrough a I the wi nter we 
mi ssed j us t one s t op which we couldn 1 t reach because of a f r ozen f erry . And al ways 
we had bor r ower s , even when t he .chools wer e cl osed wi th an ons a ugh t of i nfl uenza 
t hose chi l dren t hat could came t o meet the bookmobi l e . And t hen - wi t n a few pull s 
and pushes we were t hrough the winter (f or one push w~ war re ~ar ded with a shovel 
f ul of smelt. ) 
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Travellir!g in the summer has been pleasant and the oounteys.ide :i ~~ 

beautiful, but borrowers are fewer as they are claimed by t he seasonal occu}Jl:i lJ i ons 
of lobster fishing~ tourists 9 etc. But t he chil dren are still with us, r-unning 

and dashi ng ahead on bicycles to make sure 
they get to the stop on time. One school
teacher reported that the inspector had said 

~ that her pupils were several grades ahead in 
- their r eading} which she attributes entirely 

to t he coming of the bookmobile. 

Librarianship is a rewarding profess
ion, but too often one gets disheartened at 

not seeing results. But bookmobile work never causes a jaundiced outlook with 
every mile an adventure and every stop a renewal of acquaintances and a discovery 
of new treasures as the "right book is got to the right person at the right time. 1I 

~-------------------~---------

IlMAGNETIC TAPE MAY REVOLUTIONIZE OUR LIBRARIES" 

The following excerpt is from an article in the October 1959 issue 
of the READER'S DIGEST entitled Magnetic Tapeg The Mind's New Tool by 
Wolfgang Langewiesche. 

"Magnetic tape may revolutionize our libraries. It's not the books t hat 
will go on tape, but the catalogue. The aim is t o help locate all the infnrmation 
that is actually in the L'i.br-ary , Now, the loss of time is horrendous. American 
industrial mathematicians recently spent 15 man-years vainly trying to solve a 
certain problem. The solution had been printed in a Russian journal five years 
earlier and reprinted in an English one. A Steel executive says it is chep-per 
to spend up t o $100,000 on an experiment t han to search the libraries t o £1n out 
whether some one has already tried it. Now t her e I s promise :.r a b.1Jra.:.;: y- se ,- u 

machine, in .experimental operation atWest erIl Reser ve Unive b~ GY . 

The machine " US developed by Professors James Perry and All er.. l'.r::n l. . Eez a rS 

how it works. First, an engineer writes an abs t r a ct o£ a book or art i cl e. I t 
might say in part: "Titanium sheet can be given added tensile strength by rolling." 
This is translated semi-automatically into machine code which goes on the tape. 
A reader's inquiry is ~ imilarly coded and fed into the computer. The computer then 
runs down the tape. When it comes on a group o£ the proper symbols, it types out 
the catalogue number of the book or journal. 

A transistorized version of this search machine, now being constructed by 
the General Electric Company , will go into use early next year. It will scan 
100,000 abstracts per hour and can search them for 15 questions at a time." 
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S(J(JIlHI(8 flROhl -tilE COBLINC-

The little old lady sidled, up to the Reference desk. "Pardon me. II 

she said timidly, "but 1 'm looking for a book." 
The librarian looked up. "Can you: tell me the name of it?" she asked 

smiling and reminding herself not to sound too efficient: efficiency just terrifies 
this type of inquirer. 

"I - I don't know what it's ca~led." 

"Do you mow who wrote it?" 
"I can't say ••• Some man, I think ••• " 
"I wonder what it's about?" 
"I don't - don't mow," she stammered. Then she added helpfully : III t i s 

a big book a red onel" 

Reference libra+ians get some tough quest.Ions and t.hose ,1 t GJ ;:J l i r:g 
Library in St. Jol)n' s have recently had their share as part of a c.)n"j:" iillious 
trend showing a marked increase in the number of inquiries on all s ~Jrts :)f 

subjects from "which foot goes behind which when you curtsey to the Que(~ l:" i.o 
figures showing the value of Canada'a crude oil trade. More university and 
high school students have been using reference facilities than ever before, 
and more use from all quarters has been made of the Newfoundland source material 
~th current and historical. 

According to the Circulation Department, the reading of biography has 
increased in recent months but fiction of course still takes the lead in general 
book borrowing, with Pasternak's Doctor Zhivago in greateat demand, even out
doing You-Know-What by the fellow with the other Russian name. 

Critics of TV feel very concerned these days about the effect of 
television on the malleable ("capable of being shaped by hammeringll ) mind of 
the young child. But as far as the children's department of the Gosling is 
concerned, the Monster (TV, not the child) has if anything encouraged Juvenile 
reading which has increased quite noticeably, and not only in the consumption of 
IVANHOE. 

The opening of a brand new Regional Library at Bell Island met ~!ith an 
immediate and gratifying response from the public. The children kept the librarian 
so busy for a time that she could give very little attention to the adults who 
didn't seem to mind but gloried in the whole proceedings. 

Newfoundland librarians take library services for their Province pretty 
seriously. People still want books, they say - and in their minds they firmly add, 
"If they don't,they shouldl" And the librarians aim to provide ,two great classes 
of same - "the books of the hour, and the books of all time". (Source of 
quotation: John Ruskin in SESAME AND LILLIES). ' 

G. B.
 
St. John's
 
Newfoundland.
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by Al ice E. Kane, National ~hairm&n, Young Canada's Book Week 

Young Canada's Book Week, which is to be ce ebrated f or the eleventh time 
this November, is not really a chi ldren's fest i val at al l. Its target i s 
grown-ups. 

Of course children will take part i n the celebrations, and those adults who 
read book r eviews in periodicals and watch l iterary programmes on TV will, for a 
week, consider books for boys and girls, ·as wel l as wha t i s new i n adult reading. 
But the Canadian Library Association and its co-operating or gan i za t i ons (which 
represent many differen t .-~aspects of Canadian l i f e ) have a wider a.im than reaching 
the people who are already interested in reading. Its aim is ~o br ing home to 
every adult Canadian the importance of providing good books for beys and girls to 
read. 

Nowadays, almost everyone i n Canada can r ead . It i s v ry unusual to come 
across a man or woman who i s unabl e to decipher t he hockey . ~T~ S or f ol l ow the 
directions on a package of cake mix or f i gure out t he xempt i ons on an income tax 
f orm. Yet in spite of this national "literacy" there are many boys and girls who 
have no books to read and many more who find no pl easure i n reading. 

It is only when adults become awar e of the i mpor t anc e of books in a child's 
development that boys and girls wil l become r eaders. Reading i s not a passive 
thing. A child has to bring something of himself to t he r eading of a good book. 
In return for the effort he makes, the rewards are enormous . Hi s interests are 
broadened, his sympathies enlarged, his imagination qui cken d and he becomes 
joyously more himself, for a book is a personal, . ia ther t han a mas s experience. 
Some children take naturally to readi ng as some tAke nat ural ly to swimming or 
painting. Others need grown-ups to set an examp e or take an interest or give 
encouragement before they are abl e to claim t hi s j oy as thei r own. 

All reading i s not rewardi ng. Too man books are wri tten for children wh ich 
are dull in conception, poor i n s t yl e and a cki ng i n great and imaginative qlilllities. 
Books of this sort wi ll not encourage a l ove of readb .g. The r espons i bility f or 
providing books that aT"::) wor thy of a chi l d ' s t ime and Lnte.r"l s t Gst s upon adults. 
If t here is no informed adul t opi nj on about chil e:1. · ~ r e6.dl cg , yul1ne; Canada will 
be :mpover i shed . 



/ 
This year in Young Canada I a Book Week l e t us make sure tha t every Canadi.an 

from Newfoundland to British Columbia hears somet hi ng about children ' s books. Let 
us make sure that no flicker of interes t i s allowed t o die . Let us not be content 
with the grown-ups who know about books. We need all Canadians to ceLsbr a te Young 
Canada's Book Week with us. 

Let's have a record Young Canada's Book Week in the At antic Provi nces this 
year I 

We know that the scarcity of children's librarians limits activities in many 
libraries, and the shortage of time and funds prohibi t s too extens i ve celebrations, 
but most libraries are able to buy a t l ea s t one YCBW poster and it doe sn't, take 
long to put it up in some pr omi nent spo t , so l et' s start t hi nki ng about it ·'10 '..T! 

Be sure to save pictures, cl ippings and accounts 0 your YCBW act i v i t i e s 
and send them to your provincial representati ves as soon after YCBW as PC S S i~J. 3 . 

Provincial representatives for YCBW this year are as fo 110'....s ~ 

New Brunswick - Miss Beatrice Phi l lips, High School Li br ary , F~ed8r ~ ~ 1· Jn 

Newfoundland - Mrs. Catherine Tobin, Gosling Memor Ial Library , :.., j~ . J C:.... l l ~ : 

Nova Scotia - Miss Shirley Coulter, Halifax Memorial Library, Halifax 

Prince Edward Island -Miss Dorothy Cullen, P.E.I. Libraries, Charlottetown. 

Miss Elizabeth Morton, executive secr e t ar y of the Canadi an Li brary Assoc
iation, has been touring the Maritime Provinces these past fe wee ks . Her trip 
began in New Brunswick where she has been working on the micr o-f i lming of N.B. 
newspapers. During her visit to Halifax last month, she continued this project 
with Miss Shirley Elliott at the LegislatiVE Library. Whi l e i n Newf oundland 
she will meet with the custodians of the various branch l i br ari es . 

(continued from page e ) 

almost 50 other libraries of varying size in t he district , co-oper a tes with 
one of these central libraries. The Central Libr ary for Nor t h Zealand has its 
headquarters in Helsing~r and in addition to servi ng the City of Hels ing~r 
(pop. 42,000) this library assists al l libraries in the area, including 
Birker~d~ by providing professional assistance, cent r al i zed ca taloguing, etc. 
A reader in Birker~d r equiring a certain book t ha t is not i n his t own l i b ary 
will be able t o apply t o the Cen tra Li br ary i n He sing~r f or it. If it i s 
not there he may apply to the State Libr ary in Aarhus or el sewhere . Thus no 
person i n Denmark need be stopped in hi s eff or t s to l oca t e t he book of ni s 
choice. To a l l int en t s and purposes , Denmark is one big co- oper a t i ng ~_ .Lbrary . 
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NEWS N. B. 
Bookmobile service began in two New B~unsW±~~ :counties this past year. 

In 1957, the Albert-Westmorlandl.-Kent Regional Library was formed, involving an 
agreement between the City of Moncton and the Minister of Education. There was 
provision in the same agreement to allow any of the other municipalities within 
the region to join Moncton and Provide library service on a joint basis. 

Albert County was the first of these municipalities and Miss Gardiner, 
the Regional Librarian, commenced bookmobile service there on Aptil 1. The 
Yo~ Regional Library, made possible by a grant from the Canada Council, was 
formally established on January 1, 1959 by Fredericton City and York County. 
The Fredericton Public Library has been operating as part of the region since 
that date and the bookmobile began operating in the county on May 19. 

Mr. Stanley MacDougall , formerly Librarian of the Pictou County 
Regional Library, is now Librarian at the Saint John Free Public Library. 

Miss Julie~Anne L~vesque has joined Miss Eileen Wallace on the staff 
of the Teachers' College Library. 

A grant of $10,000 fr om the Canada Council has been given to the 
Canadian Library Association to administer f or the ~urpose of microfilming 
New Brunswick newspapers. For the past months 9 Miss Elizabeth H. Morton and 
Miss Sheila Egoff, secretary of C.L.A. 's Microfilming Committee have been Ln 
the Province in connection with this project. 

Mrs. Marjorie J. Thompson , who has een actdng-Li.brur l.an of t he Uni'.'or··· 
5ity of New Brunswick Library for severa.l years, has resigned because of Ll I 
health. 

Dr. Gertrude Gunn, a graduate of the University of London and who has 
studied library science at Simmons College, Boston, has been appointed chief 
librarian of the University pf New Brunswick Library. 
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FRO M-NOTES • 

Mr. Henry J. Arsenault , l i br ar i an at the Kentville Research Station for 
the past seven years, has been appointed t o a position in tne main library of the 
Department of Agriculture, Ot t awa. Taking his ace at t he Research Station is 
Mrs. Lewis Aalders (Catherine Hebb) f ormer a s s i s t ant t o Miss Gladys Black, 
Provincial Library. 

Miss Alice Mairs, who ha s b en with t he Annapolis Valley Regi ona l Library 
f or a year, has returned t o St. Paul, Mi nnesot a . 

After a year as Circulation Libr ar i an at the Bonar Lav-Benne t t Li brary , 
University of New Brunswick, Miss Barbara Murray ha s returned to Hal i f ax az 
librarian at the N. S. Technical College while Mr . Don RedID.;: oJ i :; Lea ve c f -. 1 

absence. 

Miss Zaidee Harris, Ki ng: s College Library and N.S . Archives, has returned 
from a trip arranged by t he Over sea s Education League. She spent mos t of t he summer 
in England and Scotland, with a sh ort jaunt t o t he continent . 

Miss Marilyn Hil t on has been appointed Bookmobile Librarian for the 
Colchester-East Hants Regional Libr ary. 

Mr. and Mrs. Luc Sinnema, whose marriage took place in l'iiay, spent the 
summer in Holland and are now making their home in Winnipeg. Mrs . Sinnema (Ruth 
Cummings) was cataloguer with the Provincial Library before her marriage o 

Miss Barbara Smith ~ f ormerly with the Ref erence Department of the Halifax 
Memorial Library, and whose cart oons adorn this issue of tbr: D" r; tin , spent an 
interesting summer visiting t he British Isles and I t al y " While in Ireland, Miss 
Smith t ook a course in water-colour pain ting at the Glens of Antrim Summer School, 
Cushendun, County Antrim. 

Mr. Alexander MacLeod has been appointed a cting-libr arian of t he Pi ct ou 
County Regional Library, New Glasgow. 

•	 Miss Marj orie Wickwir e, f ormer l y with the Polymer Laboratory, Sarnia, 
Ontario, has been appointed l i br arian at the ~ a tional Research Counci l. 

Miss Mary Fal coner , f orm r head of ci r cul a t i on , H.M .L. , has been appoi n
ted r ef erence librarian a t t he Macdonal d Memor i al Li brary , Dalhous i e Uni ver s i t y . 



The Rev. Arthur Co t t er , S.J., f ormerly librar i an at Saint Paul's Oollege 
Students' Free Library, Winnipeg, has been appointed librarian ,~ Saint Mary's 

"Wniversity Library, Halifax, in place of the Rev. William Stewart, S. J ., who has 
been appointed Dean of Men at that University. Libr.arians in the Maritimes and 
across Canada will be sorry t o l ose Father Stewart from the llranks ll but members of 
the APLA will welcome Father Cotter to the Mari t imes. 

An extremely interesting and excit ing even n g was spent by the Halifax 
Library Association at its October meeting when Miss Al ber ta Letts, attired ~l a 
beautiful blue and gold sari, took the member s on a bri ef but comprehensi ve t uur 
of India illustrating her remarks wi t h many of' t he photographs which she took 
durtng her stay there. Miss Letts was sent to India for 9 months by the Dep-'U't 
ment of Trade and Commerce under t he Colombo Plan in answer t o a request for some
one who could give advice on organizing provincial libraries, who was experi enced 
in regional library work, and who was familiar with library school curricule. and 
federal and state l ibrary legislation. In a future Bul.Leti r;, ...... 0 hop t o have n 
article by Miss Letts on her work there. 

Copy of a letter received recently by a Nova Scotia library from a New Brunswick 
library: 

"We wish to report t o you regarding the book IIPRACTICAL COURSE IN MODERN 
lOCKSMITHINGII by Whitcomb Crichton, which we borrowed from you, through inter

• library . loan, and which should have been returned to you on July 4th last. 

We regret to advise you that the book has not been returned to us, and
 
after extensive inquiries we find that thi s man has very recently been sentenced
 
to a term in Dorchester Penitentiary.
 

Trusting you will understand our predicament in this connection,
 
we remain _II
 

NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED LI BRARIESz 

A 14-page, mimeographed index to Volumes 'j - 31 of t he collections of
 
the Nova Scotia Historical 0 i t has just been compl e t ed.
 

Anyone wishing a f r ee copy P.ay wr i~e to Miss Shirley Elliott, Legis

lative Library, Halifax.
 

• 
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At t he 20th Annual Conf er ence of t he P1A i n May , 19591 Mr. Douglas Loch

head, president at t ha t t ime ] was direct ed t o wrl t e t o the Pr ime Min i s t f:l r t o express 
the feeling of the membership over t he delay i n t h erect i on of t he Nat ~ o nal 

Library and concer n over t he f a c hat no provision f or t hi s bui l ding had been made 
in the 1959 es t i mat e s of t he Publ i c Wor ks Department. ~~ . L chhead did so and re
ceived a repl y f r om t he Prime Minister 's secr e tary whi ch said tha t t he ~ep esent a
tions had been br ought t o t he a t t en t ion of t he Mini ster of Citizenshi p and I mmigra
tion who was mor e di r ect l y concer ned wi t h the ma t ter . The e pl y al so drew attention 
to the stat ement made by t he Minister of Publ i c Works (see Hansard , July 2, 1959) 
in which he sa id, "I am af r a i d t hat cons t r uct i on (of the Nat i onal Libr ar y ) cannot 
begin this year . • • . WA have been busy bui l di ng pos t of f i ces a cr oss Canada . " 
\Ve cannot construct al l t hese bui ldi ngs a t one . " 

It was decLded at t he Oct ober meeting of t he Hal ifax Libr ary Associ a. ,.i aD. 
that a letter similar to t he one sent by the At an -i c h 'ovl Lces Li br ary Association 
should be sent to the Pr i me Mi ni st er . 

.INTERNATIONAL YOUTH LIBRARY: • 
• A very inter esting exhibi t i s on its way to Canada and will be seen for 

the ~irst t ime i n t hi s count ry at the Hali f ax Memor ial Li brary during Young Can ~.

dai~ Book Week. Thi s exh i bit cons i s t s of 350 pr i ze-winn i ng chi l dren l s books fr om 
14 countries collect ed by t he Inter na t i onal Yout h Libr ary i n Munich. ~h i1 8 the 
display i s not compl et e , owing t o t he difficult y of obt aining exact inf o .nat.Lon 
from all countri-es , it will be added t o cont i nual ly and will pr ovi de an i nt er 
national document ati on servi ng al l those int er es t ed in j uvenil e l i t er a t u e . 

I n the pref a ce to t he ca t al ogue of t hese books we read, "The s tandz T'!1 ~ (,1' 
judgment of the books are as varied a s i s t he over al l pictl ~ " o o." - i' o Lnd.i.vi.d 
prizes and a compari son i s fascina Lng, I f .in ne place a . ~' :r lS c.e s i .i ed " ' l _" " ,~h 

should possibly i nc l ude all groups of persona conn ct.ed with t he ~/ ;: .... ·1 .'(, ...,1· , 
efforts are be i ng made .l.n another place r-a l et the c lLdr en t.hemaeLve a - ' , .·le 
critical j udgment of t he manuscr i pt s . And how appar ent 1..£1 t he some t i me:' qu.it e 
lengthy l i s t s of sel ect ed books i s the domi nati on of a cer t a i n iewpoint: t hat of 
publishers, lit er a ture cr i t ics ; l ibrar ians and pedagogues . For ~ e al ] too 
cautious pedagogue r es t ricts the wor l d , whi l e t he l i brari an, guide by his pro
fession seldom di sr egards t he aspect of a widespread use of books . The l i s t s of 
the best books , finally , leave t he evaluati on of t he cont ent t o ot her cr i t er i a amd 

•	 approach the book f r om t he vi ewpoint of harmony be tween ar t istic concept i on and 
perfect f orm. Almost ali pri ze regulat i ons ] however , incl ude t he expr s s i on "an 
outstanding book" - a const ant chal l enge t o ch ck one ' s own critical measurements.!! 

• 
The ma j or i t y of t hese books will be on dispLay a t the H.M. L. wi t h possibly 

a small sel ect i on a t some of t he N. S. Regional Librari es. It i s expe c ~ed t ha t t he 
exhibit wi l l go on t o the ot her Mari time Provinces f r om t here . But even if your 
l i brary is not able t o handl e thi s large exhibit it IDl ght be a good t ime to di s
pl ay your own copi e s a Canadian Book of the ·Year n~da l books , Gover nor- General I s 
awards, Carnegi e Medal books , Newbery and Ca de c tt vards , and Hans- Chrl s t i an-
Ande sen Awar d books . You could use this a s your t he-m'S f r lCB~ . ~ nY0:1e who 
would l i ke a l i s t of these d."lards mav WTlt e t o t he Edi t.or .f till s Dull e t i n . 

~	 , 
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