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TIlE k. L . I. TaIBD A. iW& CONFERENCE 

I The t h i r d  annual coiiference of t h e  lharitime L i b r a r y  I n s t i t u t e  met i n  
t h e  Library  of S t .  F ranc i s  Xavier UniversiSy at Antigonish, It. S., on t h e  a f t o r -  
noon of August 17 ,  1937. The day mas excess ive ly  ho t ,  bu t  t h e  room i n  which the  
conference ga thered  was spacious and aiq-, md t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  de lega te s  did 
no t  f l a g .  The at tendance was smaller  thax usua l ,  but  s eve ra l  v i s i t o r s   ere 
p r e s e n t ,  f o u r  of whom jo ined  the  I n s t i t u t e  before  t h e  conference closed. Pres i -  
dent Vaughan opened t h e  sess ion  a i t h  a b r i e f  address. She had r e c e n t l y  at tended 
t h e  g r e a t  A. L. A .  Convention i n  New York ;?here f i v e  shousand de lega te s  had 
assembled, and ene gave an i n s p i r i n g  account of  t h e  proceedings, emphasizing 
what she had heard of enduring va lues  i n  l i b r a r y  eervice.  

A f t e r  t h e  reading and adoption of t he  minutee and of t he  sscr3 tary-  
t r e a s u r e r 1  e r e p o r t ,  a l e t t e r  mas read  from 11iiss Agnes Coffey, s e c r e t a r y  t o  the  
Quebec L ib ra ry  Associat ion,  announcing a r e s o l u t i o n  adopted at the  annual meeting 
of t h a t  body, namely, t h a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t e s  of Eas tern  
Canada be i n v i t e d  t o  meet i n  Montreal i n  1939, t h e  continuing the  work of co- 
opera t ion  begun at t h e  Ottawa meeting i h y  Of t h i s  year ,  and extending the  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Maritime L ib ra ry  Ins t i t u t e . .  Idise Doreen Harper of t h e  N. B. 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Library e a r n e s t l y  advised t h e  conference t o  accept t h e  i n v i t a t i o n ,  
as a l l  such meetings tend t o  p repa re  t h e  way f o r  a Canadian Library  bseocia t ion ,  
a na t iona l  body w i t h  which a l l  smaller  l i b r a r y  o rgan iza t ions  would be a f f i l i a t e d .  
The s e c r e t a r y  mas i n s t r u c t e d  to  answer Miss Coffeg 's  l e t t e r ,  t e n t a t i v e l y  accept- 
ing  the  i n v i t a t i o n  on behalf  of t he  I n s t i t u t e ,  and promising a d e f i n i t e  r e p l y  
a f t e r  ou r  annual meeting i n  1938. I t  was a l s o  announced t h a t  a favorable  r e p l y  
had been received t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  of the Maritime Library  I n s t i t u t e  t h e t  i t  be 
a f f i l i a t e d  a s  a c h a p t e r  of t h e  American Library  Association, 



Reports  from L i b r a r i e s  

Af t e r  t h e  appointment of a nominating committee t o  b r ing  i n  a l i s t  o f  
o f f i c e r s  f o r  t h e  coming yea r ,  t h e  p res iden t  c a l l e d  upon the  l i b r a r i a n s  z t  t h e  
meeting t o  g ive  r e p o r t s  of t h e i r  work. A l i v e l y  hour followed.. The r e p o r t s  
were informal  f o r  tne  most p a r t ,  and the meeting reso lved  i t s e l f  i n t o  a round 
t a b l e  d iscuss ion  of t h e  problems and undertakings of indiv idual  l i b r a r i a n s  i n  
the  ka r i t ime  Provinces. There was much emphasis on extension rrork. S i s t e r  
*ancis de Sa les  of N~ount S t .  Vincent College, Halifax,  t o l d  t h e  de lega te s  about 
her  successfu l  e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a l i b r a r y  f o r  t h e  people of  t h e  neighborhood 
i n  a room n e a r  t h e  g a t e s  of t h e  col lege.  The d iscuss ion  was i n t e r r u p t e d  by tha  
r e t u r n  of t he  nominating committee w i t h  i t s  report ,mhich was unanimously adopted. 
Tlie names o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  e l e c t e d  f o r  t he  gea r  1937-38 a r e  on the  f i r s t  pzge of  
t h i s  i ssue .  

Reports from L ib ra ry  Clubs 

Next were heard r e p o r t s  from the  two l i b r a r y  c lubs ,  o r  branches of the 
Id. L. I . ,  one i n  Halifax and oile i n  S a i n t  John. Miss Barnaby repor ted  f o r  
Halifax,  and Iviiss Vau&an read Miss ShavrLs r epor t  of t he  work of t he  Sa in t  Joh3 
branch, Both c l u b s  had been a c t i v e  during the year  and had proved a v a i l i n g  
means o f  s t imu la t ing  and holding i n t e r e s t  i n  l i b r a r y  work, 

The morning sess ion  then adjourned. 

Evening Session 

Af te r  P res iden t  Vaughan had opened t h e  evening session,  M i  s s  Doreen 
Ha,rper of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L ib ra ry  of New Brunswick gave a v iv id  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
repor t .  A r a r e  e d i t i o n  of Audubont s B i r d s  of America i n  t h e  possess ion  of tb.e 
L ib ra ry  i s  a va luable  t r e a s u r e  indeed.. 

D i rec to r  Challdler on Adult Education i n  P. E. I. 

The ch ie f  speaker of the  evening, Mr. B r m e l l  Chandler, M.A., Direc to r  
of t h e  P. E. I s l a n d  L i b r a r i e s ,  ou t l ined  the  e f f o r t  t o  i n t e r e s t  t h e  people of the 
I s l a n d  i n  a d u l t  education by means of a r eg iona l  l i b r a r y .  P r ince  Edward I s l end  
had been chosen by t h e  Carnegie Corporat ion as the  a r e a  i n  which a r eg iona l  
l i b r a r y  should be demonstrated, Thus a l a r g e  l i b r a r y  opera ted  on thoroughly 
urban ideas  had been suddenly s e t  up amng  a r u r a l  people, tenacioue of  t h e i r  
own t r a d i t i o n s  and suspicious of change. IvIies Bateson, t h e  d i r e c t o r  during t h e  
t h r e e  yea r s  of experiment, had made hard e f f o r t e  t o  break these  t r a d i t i o n s  and to 
teach the  people t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of books. IX;ring t h e  win te r  of 1936 t o  1937 an  
M u l t  Education League had been formed under M r .  Chandler 's  d i r e c t i o n ,  and i n  
Apr i l  of t h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  were 293 study groups i n  opera t ion ,  a i t h  3600 mem3ers, 
l a r g e l y  sons of farmers. The people of P r ince  Edward I s l a n d  a r e  making t o  tne  
va lue  of  t h e i r  f i n e  l i b r a r y  system.. 

A prolonged d iscuss ion  followed t h i s  va luable  paper,  The se s s ion  d i d  
not  break up u n t i l  10 p.m., a f t e r  which l i i s s  Kary C. Macdonald e n t e r t a i n e c  the  
de lega te s  at a d e l i g h t f u l  recept ion  i n  h e r  o m  home. 



The Wednesday Uorning Session 

On Wednesday morning the  de lega te s  met l a t e r  than  the  scheduled hour, 
coming i n t o  the  Library  n h i l e  t h e  l a s t  echoes of t he  heavies t  thunderstorm of 
the  season were dying away. Miss Jean C. G i l l  submitted a r q o r t  of the  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Library  of Pr ince  Edqrard I s l and ,  and of t h e  Charlottetown Fubl ic  
Library ,  both  of which a r e  i n  one bu i ld ing  under he r  super-vision. She spoke 
g r a t e f u l l y  of t h e  help given he r  by the  Carnegie L i b r a r i e s  Demonstration. 
Following Miss G i l l ,  lhiss Doreen Harper, who had a t tended the  0. L. A. Conference 
at Ottawa i n  Lay a s  a de legate  from the  lh. L. I., gave an i n t e r e s t i n g  account of 
t h a t  meeting. Over f i v e  hundred were i n  at tendance;  only two represented  our  
I n s t i t u t e .  There seemed t o  be a forward out look towards a Canadian L i b r a ~ y  
Aesociat ion,  Miss Harper reported. 

Address by Rev. Dr. Tomkins 

Rev. J. J. Tomkins, D.D., of Reserve Ihines, C.B. ,  then most a c c q t -  
ab ly  addressed the  Conference. He was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  
t h e  common man, he sa id ,  and he wished t o  see  a reg ional  l i b r a r y  system 
es t ab l i shed  i n  Nova Scotia .  Dr .  Tomkins t o l d  i n  graphic language of h i s  own 
e f f o r t s  t o  make h i s  people " l i b r a r i o u s n ,  and of h i s  experiences i n  nbootleggingn 
books t o  the  fishermen on t h e  Cape Breton shore. The people m a t  be helped t o  
acqui re  t h e  technique of readiilg, t he  speak-6r s a i d ,  and when t h i s  i s  a c c o q l i s h e d  
a ragionel  l i b r a r y  i s  the only means of furn iehing  adequate ma te r i a l  f o r  the  
p u r s u i t  of any subjec t .  D r .  Tomkins went on t o  s a y  t h a t  a r eg iona l  l i b r e r y  
means t he  adoption o f  a coherent ,  aggress ive  educat ional  program. I t  mean8 
t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of books, arrangements f o r  d i scuss ing  them, guidance of readers ,  
and most of a l l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and education of l i b r a r i a n s .  The speaker pleaded 
f o r  r i g h t  reason a s  the  cement t h a t  w i l l  b ind  the  va r ious  movements f o r  t he  
bet terment  of soc ie ty  i n t o  one of coherent worth. Take people,  country,  
howledge ;  m l t i p l y  these  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  and t h e  r e s u l t  i s  progress .  The 
e f f o r t  of  t h e  Cooperative Movement i n  which D r .  Tomkins has f i a w e d  so 
eminently i s  t o  make t h e  people anxious t o  read ,  and t o  g i v e  them books of 
r e a l  worth. 

Mr. Chandler, speaking at the  conclusion of D r .  Tomkinsl s address ,  
commended e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  s_oea.kerls idea of r i g h t  season a s  the b a s i a  of 
e f f e c t i v e  work. He moved a vo te  of thanks t o  D r .  Tomkins, which was seconded 
by Miss G i l l  and unanimously car r ied .  Mr, Chandler a l s o  moved a vote  of 
thanks to Miss Macdonald and t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  St.  Francie Xavier Unltrer- 
s i t y  f o r  t h e i r  abounding h o e p i t a l i t y ,  This  was seconded and c a r r i e d ,  a s  was 
a l s o  Miss Harper ' s  motion f o r  a vote  of thanks t o  t h e  p res s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  
given our meeting. 

The t h i r d  annual  conference O f  t h e  M. L. I. tlien adjourned, t o  
meet next  summer at Charlottetown, P. E. I. 

LIST OF . ~ ~ D E r i s  OF THE iviALiITIiJIE LIBRARY IBSTIT~~TE 

The fo l lowing l i s t  inc ludes  a l l  who jo ined  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  at o u r  
re-organizat ion meeting at Montreal i n  1 9 9  and s i n c e  t h a t  event.  One of t h e  
members, Mrs. Kirkpat r ick  o f  Sa in t  John, N. B., i s  no longe r  l i v i n g .  Several 
of t h e  l a d i e s  have married, but they  a r e  en tered  i n  t h i s  l i s t  under t h e i r  



maiden names. 'Ye e a r n e s t l y  hope they  w i l l  con t i nue  With u s  a s  a s s o c i a t e  
members, i f  they a r e  no l o n g e r  a c t i v e l j  engaged i n  l i b r a r y  nork.  The f e e  i s  
one d o l l a r  a year .  : T i l l  members i n  a r r e a r s  p l e a s e  forward t h e i r  dues  
immediate ly;  w i l l  any who wish  t h e i r  membership d i s con t i nued  p l e a s e  n o t i f y  
t h e  Secre  tary-Treasurer .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Xembers 

Acadia U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a ry ,  ' J o l f v i l l e ,  Nova Sco t i a  
L. P. F i s h e r  L i b r a r y ,  'ifoodstock, New Brunsvick 
Lay L i b r a r y ,  Amherst, IJova S c o t i a  
Mount A l l i s o n  U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a ry ,  ~ a c h ' i l l e ,  N. B. 
P u b l i c  Archives  of Nova S c o t i a ,  Ha l i f ax ,  N. S. 
Sa in t  F r a n c i s  Xavier U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a ry ,  Ant igonish ,  W. S. 
Y a r w u t h  F u b l i c  L ib r a ry ,  Yarmouth, N. S. 

Pe r sona l  Idernbere 

Al lan ,  Miss C h a r l o t t e  S., U n i v e r s i t y  of K ing ' s  Col lege  L ib r a ry ,  Ha l i f ax ,  IJ. S. 
Arch iba ld ,  Miss Eugenie,  Dalhousie  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y ,  Ha l i f ax ,  N. S. 
Barnaby, Miss L. F. , C i t i z e n s '  F r e e  L i b r a r y ,  Ha l i fax ,  I?. S. 
Bateson ,  Miss Xora, Carnegie  L i b r a r i e s  Demonstration,  Char lo t te town,  P.E.I. 

(3'0 rmer ~ d d r k  s s  ) 
B e d s ,  Miss Helen D., Acadi a U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a ry ,  W o l f v i l l e ,  IT. S. 
Ber ton ,  Miss iuiarguerite, S a i n t  John F r e e  F u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  S a i n t  John,  N. B. 
Campbell, Miss Tvelgn C., P r o v i n c i a l  Science L ib r a ry ,  Ha l i f ax ,  N. S. 
Chandler,  Mr. Bramwell, D i r e c t o r ,  P. E.I .  L i b r a r i e s ,  Char lot te tomn,  P. E. I. 
Clark, Miss Mary S., 341 C h a r l o t t e  S t r e e t ,  S a i n t  John West, N. B. 
Daye, X i s s  Vera,  110 Mecklenberg S t r e e t ,  Sa in t  John, N. B. 

(Formerly i n  New Brunswick luseum) 
Dole,  l i ~ i s s  Annabelle,  S a i n t  John F ree  h b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Sa in t  John,  N. B. 
Donohue, l i ~ i s s  Annie k., N. S. L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b r a r y ,  Ha l i f ax ,  N. S. 
Drumond, Ulr. John A l l en ,  Hopev~ell  Cape, N. B. 
E l l i o t t ,  Mrs. IL. R., \ 7 o l f v i l l e ,  i?ova S c o t i a  
Evans, k i s s  b ~ a r g a r e t ,  ( ~ o r r n e r l y  of N. B. L e g i s l a t i v e  L ib r a ry ;  p r e s e n t  

addr  e  s s unknown) 
F i s h e r ,  Iiiiss C h a r l o t t e ,  92 Orange S t r e e t ,  S a i n t  John, N. B. 
F i t c h ,  N i s s  Adelaide P., 190 Xing S t r e e t  Eas t ,  S a i n t  John, N. B. 
G i l l ,  Miss J ean  C.,  P. E. I .  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b r a r y ,  Char lot te town,  P. E. I. 
Gi l rox ,  Miss Marion, P u b l i c  Archives  of Nova S c o t i a ,  Halifax, N. S. 
Glendinning,  Miss Helen, ( ~ o r m e r l ~  of S a i n t  John F ree  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  

S a i n t  John,  N. B.) 
Golding, Niss Maude, S a i n t  John Free  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  S a i n t  John, N. B. 
Harper,  Niss Doreen, New Brunswick Legi  d a t i v e  L i b r a r y ,  F r e d e r i c t o n ,  N. B. 
Harris, kiss Zaidee A , ,  P e t e r  Pan L i b r a r y ,  37 Larch  S t r e e t ,  Ha l i fax ,  N. S. 
Hibbard,  Miss Muriel  E., U n i v e r s i t y  o f  King1 s Col lege  L ib r a ry ,  Ha l i fax ,  N. S. 
Ingrzham, Mrs. M. K., Acadia U n i v a r e i t y  L i b r a r y ,  W o l f v i l l e ,  N. S. 
I s a a c s ,  U i s s  Ruth,  Sa in t  John Free P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Sa in t  John, N. B. 
J a r v i s ,  Miss !d. Hope, U. N. B. L i b r a r y ,  F r e d e r i c t o n ,  N. B. 
K i r k p a t r i c k ,  us., S a i n t  John,  N. B. ( ~ e c e a s e d )  
Lindsay,  Iliss J e a n ,  Parkman Regional  L i b r a r y ,  D e t r o i t ,  Michigan 




