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THE LIBRARI-N OF CONGRESS

Last July Herbert Putnam after forty yeers of eminent service as Li-
brarian of Congress retired with the title of Librarian Emeritus and Archibald
MacLeish was appointed bis successor, Immedistely there arose a storm of pro-
test from livrariszus througiout the country, especially from leeders in the Ame-
rican Librury Associstion, However, the appointment wes confirmed, the storm
subsided to low mutterings, &nd Mr. MacLeish sits in the office of the chief exe-

_cutive of the great library. At last report he wes hanging the Magna Charta oppo-

" site the Decleration of Indevendence, &nd promising to give it faithful guerd
unt*l the Furopeun calamlties sre over-past, and it mey be sefely returned to
its rightful home.

The cbjection to the appointment raises a question of vital importance.
Henry Seidel Canby puts it thus: "Should the executive head of & great library be
a librarien specializing in the technique of book-getting and book-keeping, or
should he be an executive, broadly trained, who has demonstrated his scholarship,
his sbility %9 organize, and hls caepacity for representing a great storehouss of
intellectuel energy?" We shall not attempt a categoricsl answer. There is no
doubt that sgpeciulized tralning is a neccessity for the most of us who would
work -in libreries, tut is there any absolute morm by which we mey determine
the method znd the content of that treining? Despite the unquestioned value
of the many schools of library service, we have to admit that the great librar-
+w28 of the world from Zenodotus at Alexandria to Putnaa at Washington were not
gradquates of library schools, Well, neither did the greatest teachers possess
normel school diplomas, The writer of The Roving Eye in the Wilson Library
Bullietin, after noting that ir. iiacLelsh had weighed his potential contribution
to the office before accepting the unsought sppointment, adds: "In implying
that Mr. Macleish wonld be a goat among sheep st the Library of Congress be-
canse of his luck of technical library trsining, the A. L. A. overlooked the
fact reported by . Llewellyn Ranye, Director of the University of Chicago Li-
braries, that of the thirty-six administrative officers, hoads of divisions and
chief assistants who constitute the present staff, only three went through
library school and nineteen are not even members of the American Library Asso~
ciation."” 411 this is doubtless true but let no one think the M. L. I. Bulle~
tin does not give its unqualified support to good library schoods... We believe
Archibald MacLeish would do the seme.
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CoAP LYTD.RIES FOR THE CaNADIAN MILITI.
~-by Bremwell Chendler, President, ii. L., I.-

The many thousands of Canadienyouths who have been drawn from the normal
contacts of civilisn life to the restricted and monotonous atmosphere of the n’fli-
Yoo o mandt b Zons vary much in the way of normal thought and training unless
some provision is made for supplying that deficiency. The Canadien Association for
Adult Education has secured from the Federal Govermment a grant enabling it to
carry on a sort of Khaki Ccllege smong the troops. It seems to me e very great
service could zlso be provided by the government through the orgenization of & sy-
stem of camp libraries in every training camp throughout Canada.

There is nothing radical in this proposal, When wer broke out last Ser—
tember such a system was in operation in England in every canp. The range of their
basic seloction of hooks is smacing, Every taste and political effiliation is pro-
vided for,

In the lest war Cenadian "Vooosiss savle no direct effort to obtein gov-
errment recognition of the need for such a service. The Toronto Public Library or-
ganized branches in some camps in Ontario, snd in some places in the West efforts
were made to provide some sort of service, No nationzl effort whatever was made.
Those camps within range of librery suthoritics with sufficient wealth to provide
books reccived some benefit, the others went without.

Apparently the sume procedure is about to he repeated during this war.

The Toromitc Public Library has opened a new Var Bromch at the meln militery camp
in Toronto., This is fine for Ontario boys. Scattered throughout the Maritimes,
however, and no doubt many other places throughout Cenada, are meny small military
unit: with absolutely no oppertunity of keeping in touch with books, a2t a time when
they have mch more Jeigwre then they would ordinarily have,

Can we n-t make representation to the proper euthorities, both individ-
ually aud as a group, that & proper organization be provided on &n equiteble scale
for all the Canadian troovs? The organization should be financed by the Department
of Netional Defence and srgaenized by specicl cppointment from that office, The cost
of such a service, as we know, would be trifling in comperison with the smount spent
on other btranches of the scrvice., 4 bombing plane is said to cost in the viecinity
of half a million dollars, & system of comp libraries which wculd be invelueble iu
the mere matter of sustaining morele would probably not ecst one~fifth es much,

1t would be & very gocd thing if the Federal Government could be brought
to feel that the provision of bocks and libraries is & national responsibility.

If the task is left to voluntary organizaticns such as the Y. M. C. A, it is bound
“to be completely amateurish and inefficient ¢s a library service.

WAR 4ND THE LIBRARY

It is only human that ome of our first considerations is: How will the
war affect libraries and their work? For we know that we cannot shut ourselves up
in ocur ivory tower and isolate ourselves from something which, sooner or later, is
bound to affect everyone and every activity in some way. It has slready mode itself
felt by those libraries meking hook purchases abroad, especially in whet is now an
enemy country. It is now impo:sible to impoert any books or periodicsls from Germany.
A patron of tihe University Librery (the University of British Columbia) reported
that a German work on Anthropology, destined ultimetely for the Librory, wes turned
by the customs on orders from Ottawa. Inter-library loans are elso zffected, as it
is no longer possible to import a German work even for thot purpese. It has alsc
been noted that some erticles huve been omitted from British technical periodicals
to avoid giving inform«tion to the enemy. Also meny free documents from Grest
Britain have been stcpped owing to war econcmies. (The cbhove is ecopied from the
November issue of The British Columbia Librery hssocietion Bulletin.)
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CHILDREN'S READING: Exerpts from &n Address
before the Kensington Home ©nd School Associaticn., November 9, 1939.
-by Dorothy Cullen

ess 485 a librarism, one of a cless interested in hooks and rending, speck-
ing to a group whose common interest is children, I felt theot the subjeet "Children's
Reading" would be an appropricte sne for my tulk., It is nlsc epeeciclly suitoble at
this seuson, since Nationel Children's Book Week is to be observed in North Amerien
next week, November 12 to 18, Book Week, which this yescr celebrate its 21st birth- -
day was organized to dramatize and intensify nationzl interest in Children's reading;
it serves ito remind parents, teochers, and librarisns »f the power of geod books to
stir the minds 2nd delight the heurts of bcys ond girls. Love of reading is ¢ price-
less possecsion, ond the tinme to cultivate it is in childho:d. From e~rliest years,
children cen be sold the ddes thut reading is & pleusure rether thrn o tesk., If be-
fore they go to schonl, they hove bocks in their home, :nd consider reasding them as
part of their plsy, they ure taking the first step te reslizing the joys of rending.

Directing young children's rexding is fairly simple. Psrents ond teechers
can resd to them or see thut they have a chsnce teo reud the finest in the litercture
sulted tc their age; &nd the children, from associating with the best, will form
high standurds for their future rezding. Each child is = sepsrate problem with in-
dividual tustes »nd abiildties, but mest children at sny given #ge have certoin com-
mon interests in reading.

L suppose ywu have #1l noticed how rhymes =nd jingles zppesl to very
little children--they respond with pleasure to little netion rhymes such rs '"Pet-
a—cake': und before they lesrn to tolk, they like to lock st pietures snd point cut
objects they reccyize--n dog, o cur, 2 bzby. The delight children t:ke in these
things leuds up %~ their rirst bocks--iother Goose hooks snd picture bocksg of fom-
ilijar things. Besides the Mother Goose rhymes, smull children enjsy having reesd te
them any poetry with some rhythm and swing such as Stevenson's "Child's grrden of
verse" and the amrsing fanciful poems in A. 4. Milne's "When we were very young."
For children of three and four who will sit still to listen to 2 story, there cre
meny attractive picture story books for an older person to resd while the child
follows the pietures. Some of the books mest popular with children ¢f this age ~re:
"Johnny Crow's garden", with its comicsl pictures ond verses ebout enimsls, KMarjorie
Flack's lively bocks about ingus the Scetty, the old clnssic "Tule ~f Peter Robbit"
and "The stery of littie block Scmbe'", Helen Bammerman's sceount of o little derkiels
adventures with three tigers. Your litile bcy or girl will demond thet these ste-
ries be read ogzin and sgain, until he knows them word for werd, :nd con deseribe

“Just by locking ~t the picture whuat is huppening 2t sny point in the story. One
spring a little boy three snd half wes visiting 2t the house vhere I bosrded; I
used to read "Little bluck Sambo" t¢ him--sometimes two or three times = day. Ench
time he would ssk the ssme guestions about the pictures, and pick me up if I didn't
elways give the seme explanation. For reecl satisfaction, the child should have ¢
few story bocks of his own, beciuse exch one will 1:st him a l-ng time.

During their first school yeurs, foiry toles ¢re 2 necessity for children.
Smaller children love the steries with ¢ bit of humor or repetition of phrnses such
a8 in "The Gingerbread boy." Grimm's "Household stories" sre universz1l frvorites,
and the same type of story will be fcund im L.ng's "Blue f=iry beok," VWiggin's
"Tales of lenghter” and Juccbs? "Epnglish falry tnles." The tules of wonder end
romance by Hans Christi:n Andersen snd in the Arubi:n Nights ugpesl to children
when they ~re a little clder.

When children attcin some fucility in reading for themselves, they enjoy
stories of boys wnd girls of their uwm uge, If the events in the story sre such as
might happen to the child himself, it m.kes the recding ecsier; but interest in the
doing of the story people will often carry him om in spite »f strenge nomes and cus-
toms. Lucy Perkins! bocks about the "Scotch twins”, "Eskime twins" end others



€l chopen vorsbulary and shsoldubely notur:l incidents,
of muple counes the rge of L'Cb, *en children wont in-
tagy Love te pore ever o n eneycleopedis, =nd store up
often quite unreivted o cne raosther or to cuy
LV 1, r heppenings ere wonders to these youngsters;
books abhout o b "L\ﬁtHU withoud ny dilution of fictiom or frntrsy. If
e hook ha:r boight p n*U'Ja o1 clenr photoprrphs ond tells nbout mechinery, cnimels,
faz off count: 1u,5  will be received with Juy by cnildren ¢f ten cr theresbcuts.
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goud exigples 15 kind of pbook., The "Wonder beok of why ¢nd how," "Wender bock
of the wi.d.? sre stee rather poouler,
The ' ¥ this yerr is "Bockg sroupd the world" celling
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S o234 counbries, Story rnd treovel books stout fer-
in themselves, wnd give -nildren & velusble back-
govld, They cuppiy the "feﬁlng" ~f the country
rhich cblid“bh dowod chey Ze.m in tb i1 geoprephy lessone cbout the
ciimate recuurce.s fud Yrode, 1 ohzu;d like t~ cuil < ttention to the nony plessing
beoks i the R usinyton Libroorv that will conduct chiidren rn » tour of the world.
They can spen ¢ bl 1 Horwy with YSelve Sunvrap", visit Switzerlerd in the
bonk "Hig“ in the Fount:ing", -huve scue reel Irdish fun with "Rrrney the Donkey", and
toke o 4 0d1]d ,‘:’i 2 threagh Jfrie. in the Losk "Jerry on SafrriV.,

lk Lo deciing wdth only o feo of the kinds of bhosks boys ond
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w1l¢ be ~tle Lo noenaitened interest in whet your noy or girl is resding.
It is pr:ctL¢LL13 impospille to divect =11 ¢ child's reading =fter he begins to
repge widely for nimsel?, Put if you ~re fcguainuved with lhe Looks yourself you

can discuse then wita hin .ownd o ke saggustixn« sbout interesting books, thrt ot
the stme time keep hin oa the trichk of good liter<ture, The boy or girl who recds
exsily »nd hoppily hea within his resc ch rerlms of recrestion -nd infrrustion thot
weuld never gtherwise pe his, g Horsce Menn hes +0id: "Good bosks =re to the
young what the worping stn uad ¥ cening rein of spring are to the seeds which
have luin dormemt in the frogts of wdnter.”

i THE WIBR4RY's BIon OF RIGATs

Todry indicastions in wony parts of the world point ic grewing intclerznce,
ppression «f frse sveech, :nd censorship, :ffecting the rights of minorities =nd
dividuals, Rindfal »f this, the Couincil of the rinericun Librory dsscceiition pub-
c : in the following bisic policies which should govern the
services oI Iroe putlic librrries

1. Books cnd ether recding nrtter selected for purchase from the pub-
iic funde shoull be chosen becrusc of value snd interest teo people of the community,
and in no cage should the selection be irfluenced by the race or noaticnelity or the
politicsl or religious views of the writers.

R. a8 far s oveilsble materiel permits, @1l gides nf questicns on
which differsnces of opinin exist should be represented frirly ond sndequotely in
the bocks and othar resding matter purchszsed for public use.

3. The librory as cm institution to educste for democratic living -
should espectzlly welcome the use of its meeting rooms for socislly useful and cul-
tursl cetivities und the discussion of current public questinns., Librsry meeting
roons should be s#v+~ilsble on ernal f2rms to 11 groups in the eommunity regerdless
of their beliefs cr #ffilictiosns. (The Council of the :mericsn Librery fssociation
adopted " :is statement in June 1939, &nd reccmmended its rdoption by governing
borrds of individusl libra wries, )
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sMERICaN LIBRARI&NSHIP
The 01d World l.ocks at the New in Respect to Libraries

American Librarisuship from a Europesn Angle: an attempt 2t an evaluetion
of policies und activities; by Wilhelm Munthe,Director of the University Library at
Oslo. Chicago, a. L, 4., 1932, 188 p.

The book listed zbove is easily the outstanding publication of the year
in the library field, It was in March, 1936, that the president of the Czrnegie
Corporation invited Dr, iunthe, the Director of the University at 0slo, Nerway, to
make an unhurried visit to the United States and Canada as & basis for prepsring a
report on the library policies und practices of these countries, especially these
of the United States. This volume is the report. It is nothing if not ccndid.

The outhor admits thut his":ihiillological-histcrical university educsticn," his per-
sonal and professionzl experience in the university librury et Oslo, and further
studies in several continental universities, have tended to identify him with the
continental traditicn: but on the other hand he claims that he has a vital interest
in Americsn library methods snd had studied them with zeul. Then he takes up his
subject nad turps the searchlight of hiis vigerous and well trained personality upon
the library situation irn 2ll its phases. Dr. Keppel, who asked Dr. Munthe to meke
this survey and write the report, writes cf him in the Introduction as follows:
"There is a ring of sincerity in his praise, and, when he thinks we need it, he
hits straight and hits hard." The Bulletin hopes that every Maritime librarisn
will read this inspiring and enlightening book,.

NOTES al') PERSONALS

It is not too early to mcke plans for the Sixth Anmuel Conference of the
M. L, I. to be held at Moncton next June. By 211 mezms let us have a full attend-
ance, We expect to publish some notes on the Momcton Public Library in the March
Bulletin.

Dr. W, C. Milner, former President of the Muritime Library Asscciaticn,
. Gied recently at Edmonton, aged ninety-three years.

Miss E, M. A, Vaughan writes from Ssipt Tohn, N. B,--

The following news items may be of interest for the December Bulletin:

Miss Ethel Sheaw has been confined to her home by illness for five weeks
but is now convelescing.

Miss Doreen Harper is at present in Fredericton where she is cetaloguing
and classifying the Normal School Library,

The Saint John Branch of the Institute hzs held two meetings this season.
At the October meeting officers were elected as follows: President, Miss E. M. 4.
Vaughan; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss D. L. Dobson; Executive and Programme Committee:
Miss M. Berton, Miss M. Golding. Miss Golding gave & very interesting telk on her
recent trip to Labrador and Newfoundland.

At the November meeting we had & book review of Keverne's Teleg »of 01ld
Inns by Miss M, Berton; and then & tulk on the aims and work nf the Fomily Welfzre
Association by the Executive Secretary of the Association, Mrs. Arthur Warneford.

Our Library 1s cooperating with the military mathorities, and we heove
made arrangements that any member of the Army, Navy, or air Force stationed in the-
City may be acdsitted as a regular borrower om having bis reglistration card signed
by his commsanding officer, who thus tzkes the responsibility of checking up ¢n any
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bocks in the event of . sudden movement »f troops.
Children's Book Week was observed im Scint John,

Miss Emilie Rsymond, Librarian of Yermcuth Public Librery, wrote »n the
first of November: e sh:ll cbserve Basck Vieek ond hove the usuzl tec, We have
just purchased the second Ldition of Webster's New Internntionnl Dictinnary.

Miss Mary S. Clurk, foraerly of Saint Johm, K. B., 5 graduate of Acsdiz
University and of the Library Sehool of the University «f Toromto, hns » respensible
peeition eon the lihrary staff of Leland Stanfoerd University, Pele ilteo, Celifornia.

The report of Mount St. Vincent Library was inedvertently omitted from
the Septembexr issue of the Bulletin., Mount St. Vincent C.llege is locsted 2t
Rockingham, N, S., not far from the City of H:d1ifuax., The Librarian is Sister
- ~ncis de Sules. Tihe following excerpis are from the repert presented =t the
Halifax Conference: The library now contains 19,000 bocks. The increrse during
the past yeur hos been 3,8000. The library serves not only Mount St. Vincent
College snd Mount St. Vincent iscudemy, but #lso the Motherhouse of the Sisters of
Charity, including the Fovitate, the Postuleste, and the Normal School ,.. Activ-
ities during the past yesr include « Book Veek displsy held in the mein library in
October arnd « Catholic Press display during the month of Ferbrusry. This latter
was held in the Librery Science room, in conjunction with a students! projeect on
the History of Books und Printing ... A lending library, situated in the lndge
at the North Gate, caters to about 125 borrowers, men and women, boys =nd girls,
and even tiny tots ... 4 Boys! Club met weekly during the winter &t the Library
and in addition te reading enjoyed = serics of lessoans in moanusl troining.

Miss Norz Bateson, the Director of Libriries for Nova Scotis, has been
iecturing and surveying the Udok situation in Lunenburg County.

Miss Mary Fulcorer of "Halifax woas henrd over C R 4 on Children's Libraries,
5 December,

Best Christmas wishes of the M. L, I. Bulletin to its kind resders!




