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How orE.. 'f9 ld Fi:x.e..c/, 

for h f?E I/V S UA A N C E ? 

No, this i sn 1t an advert i sement on beba.li of Inaurance companies , but aft er 
the third serious libr ary f ire in Nova Scotia in the past t wo years , libr arians 
may feel impelled to doubl e- che ck this item in their expendi t ure s . 

On March 3, 1957, the headquart er s of the Pictou County Regi onal Library in 
New Glasgow was gutted by f ire . The book stock of the New Gl asgow Branch, and of 
the headquarters was complet ely l os t . The bookmobile was saved , as well as the 
catalogue. Although some of the equipment and furniture was saved a s well , it 
was found later to be so badly damaged tha.t most of it wa.s not wor t h r e- fini shi ng 
or re-cQnditioning. 

Miss Alberta Lett s , Provincial Lfbrar-Lan , in an articl e pr int ed in the CLA 
Bulletin, June 1957, de scri bed the library the day after t he f ire - "Most of the 
books were a wet, pulpy me ss , al though a sharp drop in temper a t ure had t ransf ormed 
some she.lve a a I books i nto sol i d bricks of ice . . • The f i r e des t r oyed more than 
a quarter of the book s t ock of t he Regional Library. I t hi nk I minded the loss 
of the children's books the mos t, as in 1956 the juvenile book st ock of 8400 books 
had had a circulation in t he t own and rural areas of over 170 , 000 . " 

The second fir e took place on October 30, 1959, at the Ken t ville Branch of 
the Annapolis Vall ey Regional Libr ary . Mise Ruth Coyne, of the A.V.R.L. ataf'f" , 
reports - liThe sad news from t he Annapolis Valley Regional Li br ary is that of the 
fire at our Kentville Branch, but when we heard soon after of the Sydney loss, 
our-s seemed a mere 'flash in the pan' . Approximately 800 books were lost, most of 
the registration f i l e , and a number of other records. Luckily ,some 1000 books 
which had been packed r or exchange the previous week were save d , and also t he 
shelf-list and a rew other records . 

Unexpected delays in r e pairs , which the town had thought would be 
finished within a rortnight, meant t ha t service could not be resumed unt i l Jan.5. 
With the generous help or the Halifax Memorial Li br ary who gave many books, with 
books still due to Kent vi lle on exchange, with books salvaged from the damaged 
library and a scraping of books from Headquarters, the Branch wi l l be abl e to 
operate on limited supply until we build. up to normal again. ll 

Just two weeks lat er , on November 12, 1959, th Cape Bre t on Regional Library 
Headquarters, the Sydney Libr ary and Bookmobile quarters were destroyed by f ire . 
A+I were located in t he basement of'the County Court House, which burned to t he 
ground. 

Miss Ruth McDormand, Branch Supervisor , sent t he fol lowing r e por t : 

" The f ire broke out on the Court House roof at 2 ~ 10 p.m. , and by 
2:30 the building was a mass of .f1.B.ma and the r-oof had collapsed . Be t ween 2 g20 
and 2 :25 a half-dozen young men formed a B8~vage party under pol i ce direction to 
enter the corner or the basement occupied by Headquarters , Sydney Libr ary bei ng 
already cut off. Under Miss Ruby Wallace's supervision , the se men saved the 
Regional catalogues or about 250, 000 cards (containing the shelf-lis t and r ecords 
locating copies of books i n t he various libraries of the Region ) , and t wo s t eel 
correspondence f ili ng cabinets ; these were brought through t he wi ndows wi t hout 
spilling a card. 



The Leas to the RegiOIUil Library, though v~ry Berious, W!l far !'ram 
total. Gla08 Bay Library, in addition to their own book co11eotion, bas a dup
licate otthe Regional catalogue lost in Sydney LibraryJ other book stocks are 
in tM Branch 1ibrarie!l in seven 01" the smallsr tawn~ afthe County and in Vie
toria Oounty. In all these libraries, serviO!J was maintained wi thOllt interrup
tionJ this liS.S particularly d1fi"icult for the BoolonobUeas a.ll their records. 
were lost. Fortu:n:ate1y, only a fft patrons were in the Sydney Libr8rY when th& 
t1rebroke out, and the a-taf'fonduty got the patrons and thelMe1v8s out ot the 
building ,wi thoutdslay after the initial 'exp1os i on blew in the pJ.a1ster at ana 
sndof 't bs .library. 

All furniture and equipment and over 20,000 books were lost ,by the 
three d;t,partments, either burned or $lna~ .bJ' BmPke and water. The. aerioua.
~.8" 'Qf the lOS8 j,a more deeply: .t"e1t because or th$. nature -of tha S1J1nel' Library 
..in it. 'function as t:n-e main collection for the whole Region.. 'The circulation
 
.and re!"erance coJ.+eetic;ms had been built up over the }:WIt nine ~s.rB to .sern
 
the. induetrial city o£ Sy~y and to 8upplelD8nt the Bookmobil-e and Branch lib

rar-ia,. vhi.ch sam coal mining and. rural cOlllDUlllities. BecatUJ-.eSydne;r Librar'y
 
vaa l oea.tBd in the .B8JII$ bu1J131ng as the Headquarters, several of the pr:ofe8-S

iona.l aids :were. kept there ..
 

The lIlOJlt S$rio~ Losa h:s:re" howeTer, was the.tot the O'Va SCotia.I 

Collectiont. .which ino1uded. smne rare and ont-of....print yo1umes d$aJ.jng With the 
hj.~tor;y of Ca.pe Breton Island and of Nova Scotia.. A complete at ot this. Cham:
plain Soc:ietr Papers. had not long since. been presented by Miss Katharine 
McLennan .with the co-operatd.on of Dalhollt'ie UnIversity. This was lost, to
gether vith .an ~uable colleotion used by Miu McLemum' s. .rather, the late 
Bena.tor .J.-S,. McLennan, as priJJlary: source -mater1al f'or his hi!ltory of Louiebourg. 

No lives. were Loat , and the w.ork of re-organi5$8.tion be.gan at once...
 
On the evening o.r the 12th, arrangement,s were made tor temporary quarters} and
 
next day' , with Miss Mary Fra.ser:t:." organizing powers: in f"t1l1swing, the a~f
 
vent to vork.. '!'he Adminiatr.ative, Branch Librar-ias and Bookmobi1$ "8J."JI18- lIS"
 
eat.abUahed £n. the apa:rt.mentl! of the Chief' Librarian and the llbrar:1.8:.nB· reI

pb~lbl-e £or thess departmentl!.
 

On .November 20, Headquarters and Bookmobile were transferred to 
. ~ permanent qnarters in Bu.ildi.ng #3 .a t Victoria Park (the Re8erve ~'s 
Detention Barraoks1), and .. acquired pr1:vate ofi'1ces (ex....cells). This ace 
moaation ia really better than we had b$fore. The start' was -very ~d that 
the Board, I!.t their Deoember meeting, pl'sBed a r&soluti·ono£ appreciation f'cr 
the ti'na8J>1rlt th,at pre-milad. 

Srdllsy Library has a new bu1Jd1ng almost ready :tor occupenc7,
 
a1though the ~ or the bequest which pJ:"OVidad for- ~ c.onstruotion 01" The
 
James. MoConnell Memorial Library did not perm!t the housing o:f R;egional He8d

quarter.s or Bookmobile. There was no sal:v:B.ge o.f equipment, recorda or- books
 

..frQm their former location, bntabout 4000 books wre incircu.l.a.tion. On 
Jloftlll1ar .23,- Sy:dney LibrsJ.7 began to n;t-OrganiZ& in au of'f'ice at 224 Charlotte 
Street,. and. on December- 19 they opened :for-1iJnitedcircu.l.a.ti:on. 

Radio} teleTi~j;on and pre13-B. vera extramsly he1p.!"u.l with publieit)" ,
 
and the. .librarians: were bu~ with this .a ct i v i t y throughout ~ lleak after-

the .fire.
 



"From the moment that news of the fire was f irst reported, messages 
were rece~ved from librsriBns , trustees and other friends, off er ing sympat hy 
and help In tangible f orms. Dupl i te copi e B of l i brary hol dings wer e made avail
able, financial a id was received and more 1Ia.! pl edged , and many priva t.e collec
tions were reduce t o hel p replace both current and rare books . To these people, 
our gratitudl3 can never be adequately expressed. 11 

The superst i t i on is that Il everything happens in threes" . Let us hope that 
this will be the case with library fires in Nova Scot ia, and that we have seen 
the last of them. 

NEW AWARDS I I I 

The American Libr ary Association has announced t he est abl i shment of two 
new awards, the Li brary Li ter a t ure Award and t he Clar ence Day Award. 

The Library Li ter at ure Award, given by the Scarecrow Press , Inc. of New 
York, will be made f or t he next five years in recognition of an outstanding 
contribution to library lit erature , The Award amounts to $500 and will be 
given only in those years when a t i t l e meri ts such recogni tion . A jury, 
serving as a subcommit t ee of the ALA Awards Committ ee wi l l admini s t er the 
Award. 

The Clarence Da Award, given by t he American Textbook Publisher s I n
stitute of New Yor k, wi l l be made for the next three years t o a librarian for 
outstanding work promot ing the l ove of books and readi ng. The Award, to be 
given only in those years when a suitable r ecipi ent is f ound , will consisLof 
a citation, a cont empor ary print, and $1, 000. A jury, serving as a subcominit
tee of the .Af.A Awards Committee will arlmin:i..Bter·the "lr1mi'd . 

It is hoped t ha t ea ch of these Awards can be gi ven f or the first time 
at the Joint Conference of t he American Library Associat i on and the Canadian 
Library ~s~pciation to be hel d in Montreal, June 19- 25, 1960 0 ~ominations 
for the Awards will be welcomed by the Juri es . 

SUGGESTION - A l i ttl e periodical, NORTHEAST FOLKLORE , might be of interest 
to l ibr ari e s in the Maritimes. It is published quarterl y by 

the Northeast Folklor e Soci e t y at t he University of Maine and contains material 
on folklore of New England and the Maritime provinces. The subscr i pt i on rate 
is $2.00 yearly. For i nformat i on , write 

The Northeast Folklore Society 
220 Stevens Hall 
University of Maine 
Orono , Maine, U. S. A. 
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A REPORT OF YOUNG CANADA 'S BOQ!. WEEK IN THE ATLANTIC PROVINCES 

NOVA	 SCOTIA - Gape Bra-ton Regional Libr~ - In spite of the FIRE, Book Week 
activities included a radio talk by Sydney Children's Librarian, Miss 
Catherine Nichols; a Book Contest at the Glace Bay Libra:ry; Miss Barbara 
Kincaid, Bookmobile Librarian, Mr. Gordon Hiseott, Bookmobile Driver and 
Assistant, and Bouncing Bet sy. the Bookmobile, appeared on a 15 minute 
television show, while Mi.ss Ruth McDormand, Branch Supervisor gave a book 
talk to several school classes a.t Fl oren ce . Victoria County Regional 
Library - Besides the usual displays, talks were given by the Librarian, 
Miss Pauline Williama, to the Baddeck Home & School Association and the 
Alexander Graham Bell Club. Anna ol i s ValleY Regional Library - A 
special display at the Middle t on Branch was visited by two teachers 
from rural schools and t heir classe s. Pictou County Regional Library 
A Window display at the New Glas gow Library, plus a radio talk. Col
ches-ter-East Rants Re gi onal Lib;r.gry - Mrs. Margaret Snyder and her staff 
took part in a very interesting panel - type interview on the Truro radio 
station. Halifax - Book displays, radio shows and interviews, plus a 
good amount of newspaper publicity with several front page articles and 
photographs. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - A book Fair was held at the Queen Charlotte Junior 
High School, Charlotteto\ffi; at Georgetolm, a puppet-show was organized 
by librarian, Miss Genevieve Soloman; in Souris, librarian Mildred 
Fraser spoke to the Home & School Association and displayed new children's 
books; book displays, visits from school classes, book quizzes, story
telling; book reviews, poster competitions and newspaper publicity, 

NEWFOUNDLAND - At Bar Haven and St. ~a s the school children wrote essays 
on topics such as "What our Library means to us" and "The value of good 
books"; the ~ll I s land library had a practically continuous streron of 
school classes visit it during the Week; a school in ~ch Cove held a 
poster contest; the ~J2hn~ Kiwanis Club donated $100 Yorth of books 
to the libra.ry; other schools. and branch libraries had special speakers, 
book quizzes, and film showings. 

NEW BRUNSWICK - No report from this area; hope to have it for the Spring 
issue. 

Mr. William A. Roedde, whose comments on Russian librarie s appear else
where in this "issue, tells of one ques t i on he was asked while in that country. 
A big woman with a big grin asked him, "Hov is it that in America women are 
so slim?1I Mr. Roedde says, "As I f mnbled for a reply, I saw that the magaa.ine 
Soviet Woman on the rack was not all like Vogue, so I guessed that the answer 
might even have something to do wi t h libr ari e s . II 
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LIBRflR( E XPAN SION /I T NT. Il , N.B. 
The n w wing of the univer s i ty library is expected t.o be in operation
 

this month. Cons truct i on was begun in th autumn of 1958 and the building
 
was completed in December 1959. This, of cours , over-simplifies a compl i 

cated story• Fortuna.tely, time ha s helped make the dust , and di r t f ade away ,
 
and we are j us t beginning to forget the upheavaJ. of adding a ew wing t o an
 
old building whi l e s till provi ding library servi e .
 

'rhe original l i brary, of native r ed aandstone, was builtin 1927 . I t 
was built wi th a tack ca pacity of 45, 000 volumes . Since he- collection t oday 
stands at just over 90,000 vol um s, not including documen t s , i t i s obvious 
that every co er of the building has been used f or book stora ge in t he inter 
vening Yefl:r . The aomplat on of the new wing has relieved most of this des
perat e .pre s s ure . 'I'he main reading r oom r emains unchanged; there is now a 

·re-ee e book room adj acent to i t and on t he same l evel ; t he Mary Mellish 
Archt bald Li brary ref'e nee room on t he main n oor has been enlarged ; the old 
board room n t he main floor is nov the home of the cataloguing department; 
the order of f i ce has been doubled in s i ze and is next to cataloguing. In 
t he mids t of' all t his t he librarian's office , f or t unat e l y , has r mained 
unsullied. However, i ts day is soon to come. The old government do cument s 
room in the basemen t will be used a s a shippi n g and r e ceiving room complet e 
with elevator t o the catalogue department above . 

Unlike other new buildings on this unive ra ty campus , we have b en faced 
with the probl em of adding an extension that i s totally di.ff erent in archi 
tectural styl e f r om t he original or !"rom i t s immecliat e neighbours . To have 
built in t he or i ginal hand-cut stone would have been prohibi tive i n t erms of 
cost and we would certainly no t have what we have today. The ol d buil ding is 
"Neo-Tudor - Got hi c ll style, and in s pit e of' that de s cri ptive phrase , i s a beauti 
ful buil d g t o behold; it is simple in i t s line and r elatively uncl ut t ered 
by exterior ging rbread work . The new ....ing i s comple tely functional in i t s 
design, of t br e stori es and a flat roof . Like the other ne universi ty 
buildings it i s built of grey. concrete bl ock const ruction , i th large expanse s 
of glass in t h lobbies and stairwe l ls and on the western exposures . As I now 
know only too well, there i s seldom Ilnani mity on the sub jec t of' architectura l 
styles, espe cially when a. modern extension i s t o be added to an older budLdf.ng, 
However I, f or one, was paxt icularly pl eased a t t his marriage of the ne with 
the old. The ssential p1.aD of each s ect ion i s simple, ne a t and f l owing and 
the sections merge with an ease that is certainly pl ea s ing t o the ye o 

There are three new r eading r-ooms in t he libr ary exten s ion , t wo f or 
general undergraduat e study and t he third for the use of f a cult y member s and 
graduate student s . One reading r oom ....ill be adjacent t o the serials depart
ment and will connect, t hrough a lobby, with t he main reading room of the ol d 
building. The s e three reading rooms are s i tua t ed at t he !"rant of t he buil di ng . 
The stacks cover the entire section , on five floors , and have a ca paci t y of 
90,000 vo l umes . They connect with the old stacks by m ans of f ire-door s on 
each f l oor . An el ectric boo el evat or haa also been provided.. Now, at l ong 
last, both tack area s wi l l contain the entire book collec t ion , except f'or 
material in the Mary Mellish Ar chibald Library r ef erence r oom, and t he books 
in the two de par-tmerrt a.L libraries . Order and cataloguing depart men t s are well 

I 
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organized and c .Loa to on anotha; d circulat i on facilities have 
-oeen expanded; t he l ong needed r ial d par nt has be n provided y d a 
whole floor of t he new stacks is t o be giv n ov r t o government doc ants . 

This phys i cal expansion of th university l i br ary has come t o Mount 
Allison not a moment t oo oon . Univer ity e olment stand at 11 9 now, com
pared wi th 730 (full -time ) in 1953 J circulation to univ sit y s t ud nt in 
residence has increa ed a t a steady r a t e , and our circulation to ext nsi on 
students has climbed a t an amazing rate . This has meant dit i onal course 
ofTered :b:J. all f aculties , more money allocated f or books and j ournals , in 
fact twice as y books added to this oollection in 195$-59 a in t he ye ar 
1953-54 . W cer tsJ.nly hope nov that all our services can expand and be im
proved by the general xcellence of our new f a ciliti s, 

How has thi s expans i on b en f inanc d'? The estat of the late Dr . William 
Morley Tweedi e , Prof ssor of English at Motmt Allison f o 50 ye s , va lef t , 
no B·~ringB" a t tach d, f or t he fut ure u of the Univer i ty. I n 1958 d 1959 , 
through the generos i t y of the Ca.na.da. Council , grants yere mad by the Counci l 
to match the amount l ef't by Dr. Tweedie . What had seemed a f ar o:rf eam a 
few years ago i s no l onger a dream, The new library is very mu ' th us 
and although t her e i still much moving and adjusting to done bef r the 
formal opening this coming summer, I am s that be.! e that t ime the w 
building will hay made i t s f irs t , favourable and la t ing pression not 
a few students and faculty of" this university. 

L •M. All i s on 
Librarian 

APLA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

At the APLA Executive Meeting, hel d on January 24 t t he Hal ifax Memor ial 
Library, the Treasurer repor t ed that t he Fund was a ccumulating ve r apidly 
and well. There have e n severaJ. l arge donati ons (one an individual donation 
of $100) and many small r one s £rom int er ested members . Ther efore , i t was 
decided that a schol arship f'or $1 , 000 be of f e d for the 1960-61 t rm. Dona
tions are still needed to br ing the Fund to t hat amount , but it WB.B f el t t hat 
there were members who had not contributed as yet and who would b doing so. 
Non-member-s should alao be reminded that $1.00 of the APLA me bership e goes 
to the Scholarship Fund, in case they would car to contri bute by joining the 
Association. 

An Award Commit t ee bas been set up and publici t y , t rms of' the award, and 
application forms will be availabl e soon . Anyone wishing information about 
the acholarship befor e that time may write to Miss Mary Cameron, Pre ident 
APLA, Halifax: Memor ial Library, Halifax, Nova S otda, 
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L/BR AR /A/VS ABR OA D
 
Travel abroad _is .fast. aming an. avera.g& -sort of' w y t o s pend a vaca

tion - even for pov rty- tricken librar1m:ls ! .Many oi"our memb r s wi ll have 
had. a. trip, or lIIIU1Y trips , t other continental In more cent years 
llbrar1ans, along with teachers, r ts , pl-e invol ved in t he 
Arts, etc., ha n traveJ.l.1D.g abroad at the behest of such organizat ions 
as the Colombo Plan , and UNESCO or with the a ssistanc of' such foundat ions 
as the Canada Counci l. 

Miss Alber ta Letts, Provincial Libr.arian f or Nova Scotia, s pent 9 
monthfJ hst year in I ndia wher she had sent by the Department of Trade 
and Commerce under the Colombo Plan t o _ad:rl . I ndian governmanton 
organizing librari s, l ibrary schools , etc. Since her ret urn , Miss Le t t s 
has given I!lliDY talks on her wor k there , and artic a have a1.ready been pub
lished about it . (See C.L.A. Fel l i , D cembe 1959) In order to avoid 
too much duplicat i on of informat ion,aMi Letts to comment on some 
of the things which impre sed hs.r most about Ii i ea in India. 

"Onb of t he things which mad a big impres i on on me while I ws visiting 
libraries was t he way they re u d . Everywh I saw pe opl e lin-ed up out
side the buildings , waiting to get in to us the librari e s . As one or two 
people C8Jll1'J out, th guard on t door would t one or two in. In Tokyo, 
~ of' these people outBide t he public library wer e students who had no place 
at home to study. At the parl iamentary library, there were two long lines 
stretching out of' the building into the rain, each pers on ~tiently waiting 
a turn at the newspaper and magaz B. In New D lhi , t here were silllilar 
lineJS, with peop holding carefully the books they were returning, and waiting 
for anopportunity to see the shelve or t he ea ague • 

One of the questions I was aaked everyllfhere I went wa.a whether Canada 
found open ace sh l ves .reasi bl , and wh t her we l os t many books. I n a 
country where the YB.1ue of a book would keep a f a:mil y in f ood for a week, the 
temptation to take on unof'.f'i cially· mus t be very strong. Libraries which 
were trying t he xperiJneut had t urnstile exits with guards stand.ing by, who 
lIould have no he itaney a bout "friakingn anyone they considered suspi,ious. 

Another dif'f'eren ce f'r-om C8J1B.dian libraries 'W8.B, 'of oourse , Language - or 
rather, Langua In :the New D 1hi library there were four main languages 
rapresentedz Hindi, Engl ish, Urdu , Pun j a bi, wi t h about t wo percent in other 
Languagsa. Usua.lly a book catalogued in t he language in whi ch it was 
written. This po ad the probl em of whether or not t o inteTfile or have aepa
rate language catalogu.e And of cour ,there would not be t ype-wri t r s in 
all languages, so would t he cataloguer t ranscri be , and i f so, u.sing what 
characters. 

Children J 8 rooms were usually a heartache . I n India I saw two or t hree 
really good children ' libraries , but I saw IllBIlY which were rooms only , wi t h 
few booka, One beautiful new children ' s l i brary ws stocked milY With the 
!'ree pamphlet t er ial n t out by publishers of re.f nee book s . And s ome
t imes where they had a few books , t he children could not take t hem home, but 
had to .read them t hBTe. 

But I :v f w di couraged librarians . Things were so much be t t er than 
they had bee I that surely as tilIIe went on , t he problems they faced now would 
also disappear. I t made me long t o be a .fairy godmother , and shover books & 
buildings & s cholarships upon th m, or course, l Ive felt t hat way in Canada , t oo. " 



As you m ow, Don ~dmond , l ibrarian at the Nova Scot ia Technical College 
and former editor of this Bulletin , is now in Ankara , Turkey , whe 
by UNESCO as advisor to university libraries in that country , an 
now Direct.or of the Library at Middle East Technical University. 
teaches ,archi tecture , education, engineering and adm1n1strative s
in English. 

he 
whe 
This 

aieno 

was sent 
he i a 

Universi t y 
s - all 

In a letter dated December 16, Mr. Redmond report : 

"Today is the last day of c'laaees j e:xams begin to-morrow, and the 
atudent.s are under s tandably restless . But th thing that gra. ili s us i s that 
they are using t he library, even though w ire bothered by their nof.se , demand 
for books we haven "t got or can't lend, and their probable hab t of a bscon g 
with books without the formali ty of s igning a boo card. Through the codncd.derrt 

..fact that there is no l ounge area or s tudy hall available this year , th library 
is the genera l mee t ing place ; but it gets stud.ent into the 11 babi t , whi ch 
will probably s tay with them. For a s t urlen t body of approximat e l y 500, mos t of 
whom seem to be in the ading room at 10 s..m. every day, (a ct ually, have 
over 80 at a t ime i t he library) we lend perhaps 50 book a day in addit i on to 

.reading-room and ov might circula i on of serve books . W t r e growing 0 f a s t 
and working so bard we've no time to count, but I think the METU Li b a:ry has 
about 10,000 vol ume, mos t of 'Which are out when wanted . We 're badly unde 
staffed having los t a cataloguer back to Illinois (on h r cond trl p re) . 
In addition to ~sel.f, we have a Turkish graduate of Rutgers, and on with 
the diploma of the Ankara U. library institute, and several s tudents. 

T library i ns ti t ute at A.nlmrs. Univer i ty , nov .fi v years old , is 
fortunate thl year in getting Dr . Carl White , o.f Columbia , and Mi 1J Eth lyn 
Ma,rkley of UCLA. I t s four-year undergraduat cours given in Turki h , but 
we're. looking fo to some bilingual graduates . METU, you see , is an odd 
phenomenon be cause it operates in English, and has s turlenta from all point s 
between Cyprus and PUis tan. Ankara has a bustling National Libr , to whose 
union catalogue we contribute, and Ameri can, British, French and German in.for 
mation center l i brari e s . The Turkish Library A.s oclation is ues a s cho ly 
bulletin, and there i s a good natio bibliography, though many Tur sh pub
lications are in small editions at widely available. But th high wag 
o.fi"ered by oil companie s and .Alnerican military missions make i t hard to attract 
staff to librari e s. 

The ani ersit y staf.f at METU includes British, Ameri can , Dut ch and 
Scand.i.nB.vian exper t s , but lII8l1Y of our Turkish professors are U.S. -trained, and 
preferA!nerican texts and fa nc s . This make the library much like a:D:l" 
North American colle ge l i brary, though th rubber stamp at the circulation d 
has the Turkish names of the months. We use the L. C. class cat i on and dic
tionary catalogue , and are strong s t in art and architecture nov, but buildjng 
fast in aocial sci nce s . I n addition to substantial Turkish fund , va 'va had 
assistance f'r-om t he U. S. through USBE, and UNESCO help with more budge ted. The 
.p.lans envision 10, 000 students by 1980, and by that t th r should be a. 
100, 000 volume library. A.t pre sent the growing pa.in are e va 

Under suppl y of books and over-d mand .from stud nts is our major 
probl-em (aside from prof e s s i onal whims, as everywhere ) , and may rel uctant l y 
have to close t he stacks f or better control , d spite added demands on staff 
and the barrier be t ween st nts and books. Until our card-typing and fUing 
arrears are caught up , we ca:ano t guess our losses . 
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The high cos t of textbooks -- 80 l i ras or more - is harsh in a 
country where a clerical worker may get 600 l ir.as a mont h , and some student 
exist on bursari e s of 175 liras a month . (The l ira is 9 t o the dollar . ) 
We're hoping a t extbook r en t al scheme may take s ome l oad orf the l ibrary. 

I can ' t give personal impressiona of 0 ther libr ari e s in Turkey , 
largely becaus e I haven 't Awi ~~ to riSit. "Gpem yet . The American Library 
(one of the excellent wrlts of the U.S . Informatio Service ar-ound t he world ) 
i s well patronized . But \16 Ire pl.eas d by occasd.cna.L comments £rom s taf f mem
bers and outs i der s who rind service and sat i s r a c t i on (s ounds l ike an a irline 
slogan) in our library. W do find df.asatiafied a cult y members who haven vt 
got the r-esear-ch materials t hey want, but the. library is d veloping as f a s t as 
we can make it. II 

Mrs . Redmond gi ve s us s gl iJnpa of the domsstic Bide of life in her 
n~w homes 

"Our apartmen t i s orth the f ourth··,floor climb ; we look out i n all 
directions acros s the basin or hill in which Ankara i s set, t o th ever-chang
ing shadows on the bare s lopes. But Ankara. " s bust l ing grmrth thruats new 
apartments and of f i ce s again t the slo.yline constant ly, and as winter cl os e s i n , 
thousands of chimney s obscure t he lights and s igh t s in lignit e smog . 

Porri dge for breakfast sound proaa.ic, but bulgur , a chaJ:oacteri t i c 
dd.s h in whea t-growing Turkey, ma.kes a sound start on a chi ll morning. The most 
spectacular di sh i s shish kebap , cube s of maa t broiled on a sword or a two fo ot 
restaurant skewer. For dessert, try baklava made of dozens or paper-thin layer s 
of pastry drenched in syrup. 

As ye t we haven 't seen Turkey outside Ankara. Most of this city 
we see daily could be an., city i n Europe. Ye t t he Turk i s never f'ar £rom t he 
village, in a country 9/1 0 of whose pe ople are rural. And the village i s j us t 
beyond our back balcony . One one side we f'ace the l i gh t s of ci t y traffi c ; on 
the other we look out over whitewashed , t i l e-roof ed cottages cluster ed abou t 
with chickens and tame pigeons, R turkey or tw o and a goat, while squads of geese 
march about the f ield beyond . OCCRS onal1y we v i s i t t e Old Ci t y , c lin~g 

precariously to i t s r ocky hills , where t he women i s costumes are sti ll bri lliant , 
baggy Turkish t r ouser s and voluminous head s carves pulled a cr os s the ace . But 
the businessmen are a univer sal type , and the uni versi t y students as irre
pressible as studen t s anywhere . 

In the marke t , in tiny shops, wi th pedlars a t the door , the be t 
part of the sale La to haggle about pri ce . The "crazy f orei gner s " of course 
pay what is asked. But iti s part of the game to 0 f er t of what i s f irs t asked , 
then after volubl e prot e s tat i on s - in mutually unintelligible languages - to 
settle a price and fee l that y ou ' ve bo th had the best 0 the bargain. The one 
household help, who cleans house and irons two days a week , is Fatima, j olly and 
equaz-e., who talks volubly in Turkish and laughs immans 1y at our a tempts 'to 
produce a few words. As the Univereity Ve language is English, we 've en r emi s s 
in learning Turki sh , beyond words needed for el mentary shopping . " 

This very int eres t ing lett er ends wi th the Turkish 'Words of Lea vetaktng s 
"Allaha ismarladik ll - We have given unto God. 



Early in Oct ober, Halifax 1ibrar:iana \le.l"&. .fortunat e to be . a.h1.e to m,eet 
and talk with Mr. William A. Roedd , As s i s tant Direc t or , ProrlIi Library 
Services of Ontario , who visited some of the"RBl i f ax .librarie.s. his vay to 
Toronto. He had just returned from Russ ia and t he. Scan d i na"ll±lm_cotmt r i e s 
where he had been on a Canada Council Bchol.a.rBhip to surveY .ll.brary .servi ce s . 

Mr. Roedde very kindly sent a par.t an his Rus s i an visit t o t.he Bulle tin, 
but as much t he B8JI1B material has already ' .published ( ee CLA Fellci ter 
December, 1959) we will print just a few excer-pta-here . 

IlIn t he USSR there is organiz.ad a defillite library yatem which embod1a. 
the teachings of V.I. Lenin on t quastion or thacultural r ev olution and the 
education of t he maseea; " I was in .an.aITi.ce .cf'. the_Mini try of Cult ure of 
the Soviet Union, and my interpreter luuLj.uat translated the words of a library 
official. I was about 1fu find the meaning behind this ' s r a th formal 
statement during a t wo-week tour of libr ies in the Rus s ian Republ i c . 

There i no country i n the- lIKll"J.d.lih i"&-' the wor d lI sys temJ' can be used 
so accurately in d scribing. library or.gan.iza.tion. Sotiet librariana readily 
describe their work in terms of a nplan", and than. descr ibe difficultie in 
fulfilling the plan. Also, t hey e .dirf t le: e La of. gover.nment and differ
ing types of libraries in terms or aarined ~re B.pansibility. Canadian permisaive 
legislation, scatter d library authori.tie of .var i o ' sizes, .area s with no 
Li.brar-Lea , and a cent ral government with no library department - all this is 
strange to them. 

Publ i c l i braries in the So:rla-t..,11n;lon. c .under the Minist ry of CultUN 
of the USSR, a Ministry ith a vide acop&_.i.ncJ n d 1ng. c inema and book storea. 
Within it, the de partmen t of cultur.al educa.:tional s ta.blishmenta looks 
after librari I ts r ole is l' rhaps 1 s .. sive to-da.y, following'deci
sions for a grea t er agree of ece t i on • .Libraries~, more under the 
mmi.stries of cult ure of each r epublic , rather .than the all-union Ministry, and 
further, und r l ow r lev.ls of government such a dis tri ct and ci t y s ovi ets. 
Co-ordination and , planning i s the r. le oro,the.h i ghest . mini try. During my dis
cussion s with off i cial s , I thought of BIl-illustration which per haps indica t e s 
the evolution of i t s role during. 40 ti.et hi s t ory. I pi.ctured an 
engineer who. r builds a broken . , .. ahea over it o~, 

fixing it when it bneaka down and repl aoi n g , -shift parts with new ones." 
Finally, he can Leave i t with.. ..others in charge" but gives them a detailed 
manual and is always ready f or cansultati.on . SiJnple, but not inaccurate. 

Other min i s t r i e s with lar.ge l i brary. aye: ..i n clude the, Ministry of 
Education and t he Ministry of_.Hi Educa.t i on . _Smaller ..library networks are 
operated by, such minietri a .as .transpor t and the The Academy of Sciences 
has a considerable number o.f_libraries, as do .the .trad unions and other public 
organizations. I bad expected to...find librariea. in. Moscow., where government, 
industry and. organi za t i on must be- served. But I . surpri s ed a t the s ize of 
the Lenin State Li brary which contains 20 .m.illiou· i tems , ce i Vi s 3 copies of 
.every book. publiahe d in the .country, and .purchases a . wide ' ael.e.ctian o.r foreign 
books - even, I was told, Dr . Za.W-vago. Also..in Mo cow. i s the Central Pol y tech
nica1 Library whi ch i s under the direc.tion of the lI Society f or preading Poli
tical, Technical and Scientific Knovledge ll . Th i s important Soc i e t y als o direct~ 

28 planetariums , i n cl uding one in Mos cow where I heard a wonder fully- i llustrated 
lecture on astronomy and sputniks. 
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Les s specialized publ i c l i br ari es are the dist r ict libr aries l oca t ed 
in a ch of several t housand r ural and urban di s t r i ct s . However , an efficient 
syst em of supervi s ion and int er - libr ary loan makes i t pos s i bl e for any worker 
to pursue any serious int erest. I t i s cer tai n , however , t ha t i f a r eader 
want ed Trotsky 's The Russi an Reyolut ion ' " j us t to see what he says" the r equest 
would be denied . Such books are available i n the state l i br ary 9n1y for 
scholars. 

By car I t ravelled s ixty mil es nor th of Moscow. I t was raining, and we 
passed t hrough dreary collective farms until we came to t he industr ial t own of 
Klin. I was a ccompanied by a l i brari an f rom t h Moscow Regi ona l Li br ary and 
my int erpre t er , a graduate of t he Moscow Pedagogi ca l Institute . We stopped in 
£ront of a large government building where t he Klinski Regional Li br ary was 
locat ed and were me t by t he local librari ans . Russian librarians are friendly 
peopl e (just l ike those in the Atlantic Pr ovinces l ) (Comment by Mr . Roedde - Ed. ) 
I n t he course of our tour they soon had books , l ist s, cards and posters spread 
out .for me. I .found 'no mechani zati on i n the ama.l.Ler- Russi an librari es, and t he 
circulat i on sys tem i s t ime-oonsuming. Book select ion i s ea sier , ho".rever , and 
ca tal ogui ng no problem f or t hey r ece i ve the i r cards f rom a central agency. 

I van ovna Sol odova E genya , t he chi ef libr ar i an , handed me the "reader 's 
card" belonging t o a young machine oper a t or i n t he ne by thermometer factor y. 
Thi s card will l ist all books r ecent ly bor r owed and i s kept in a library file . 
t he r eader , a woman, had indicated an interest in a s t r onomy . and the librarian 
had prepared a r eading l ist of 12 t i tles. The list i s cli pped t o t he card and 
t he card i t self shows that she has already bor rowed three .- Wha t ...is the Uni
ver se? , Is there life in~ce? , and Astrobiolqg;y. The l i br ari an i s proud 
o.f t hi s young r eader and poi nt s out that she has also r ead Sholohov ' s Vir~in 

Soi l U turned , Gogol ' s Dead S oul~, and t he collect ed stories o.f Ja ck London. 

In Klin, and in t he village libr ary I had visited the previ ous day , I 
was interested i n t he "books f r om t he West" that are availabl e. Authors trans
lated int o Russian include Shakespear e , Di ckens Dr eiser, Jack London, Howard 
Fast , Mitchell Wil son, Mark Twain -- t hese are l ikely t o be in amall libraries . 
They may also have , or obtain .fr om r egional centres , Pr i es t l ey , Balzac , 
Stei nbeck , Hemingway, Faulkner , and ot her s . An occasional Canadi an s t ory, such 
as Leacock ' s How we kep t Mot her ' s Day , i s publ i shed and the best- known Canadi an 
aut hor is Ernes t Thompson Seton. But pol i t i cal books f r om the West, and mos t 
modern f oreign novel s , will be availabl e onl y in t he stat e l i br ari e s i n Moscow 
and L en dn grad, 

Tradi ng ques t i ons wit h foreign libr ari ans helps one take s t ock of one 's 
count ry. I could be pr oud of our larger ci t y libr aries with their modern f urni 
tur e .. bright books wi t h pl a s t i c j a ckets , comfortabl e chairs and mechanical 
chargi ng machines. But t he Sovie t Uni on has 400,000 l Obrarie s of all s i zes f rom 
the bi g s t ate l i brary t o t he shel£ on t he col l ect i ve £arm , and publishes mor e 
t han 50 , 000 tit l es per year . I t hought of our meagre Canadi an publishing , and 
o.f munici pali t i es wi t hout l i brary servi ce s . But I also knew that a librarian 
and board wi t h courage could obtain any cont r oversi a l book . whi l e i n Russ i a , 
cont r over sy i s "controlled". While I could SBe t he effic i ency of central 
planning and could admir e the stat us of t he l ibr arian j n t he USSR, I l onged f or 
some 0 t he "uncertain ty" of l i f e i n t he Wes t . 
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.-A.-l!EW YEAR LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE APLA BULLETIN 

The begi nni ng of t he New Year is traditionally the bes t time to look over 
the year ahead but hardly t he most diplomatic moment to f ocus a t t ent i on on one 
special week in the f i f t y- t wo --- especi a l l y if t her e are some of us who sym
pathize wi t h the cynic who remarked that since there is now a Week for the 
promotion of practi cally everythi ng f r om cranberries to citizenship -- thank 
Heaven there are J£s t f ift y- t wo ! 

Well, this is not an ef f or t to discuss the r elative merits of cr anberries 
or citizenship -- nor even to champion the cause of t he Week. On t he other 
hand, ther e may be a questi on of whet her the cause of the Week is wor thy of 
being championed . But t his is the Heart of the Matter! 

From April 3rd to April 9t h, 1960, hundreds of cormnunities throughout 
Canada wi ll be celebr a t i ng Canadian Libr ary Week f or the second consecutive 
year. Sponsor d by the Canadian Library Assoc i a t i on , the Book Publ ishers 
Association , and La Societ' des Editeurs Canadiens dee Lirree Fran~ ai B, and 
supported part~lly by f unds of the Canada Cmmcil, the campai gn as we already 
kno~ is devoted to str e s sing the importance of all kinds of l i br ari es -
public, school , uni ver s i t y , corporate, special librari es, and those maintained 
by individuals in t he i r homes. 

Like Young Canada's Book Week's objective for the young people of the 
nation, the central moti va t ing force for Canadian Libr ry Week is to spread 
the gos pel of Good Readi ng as a means to a richer intel lectual, cultural 
and recreational life -- f or the cormnunity as a whole. Admitt edly, Y. C. B.W. 
has t he advan ge of be ing schedul ed i n the Fall when st ored-up summer energy 
and ingenui ty (0 libr ar i ans ! ! ) are naturally seeking outlets into which to 
overflow. Canadian Library Week comes alas in the Spring when staff reser
voirs are often perilously low on energy and inspiration. 

All things to the contrary notwithstanding, those who face this 
"occupational hazard" as wel l as those who are irked by t he observance of 
nWeeks" in general must recognize in Canadian Library Week a strategic 
opportunity to strengthen support for libraries and to encourage their use; 
to awaken people t o a more a ct i ve r eali zation of the rewards of reading; and 
to point up the impor t ance of good reading to our national life. In a word, 
it is not j us t anot her Week to be obser ved but an integral part or pr oj ect i on 
of the total effort that i s the goal of our l ibrarianship. 

Perhaps no other observan ce of f ers just the same opportuni ty of reaching 
out to interested adults in t he cormnunity and of linki ng t he services and 
resources of our libraries wit h that of oUler groups and pr ograrmne~ seeking 
the same ends . Fr om our podnt of View, emphas is should be on what U br ari es 
can do f or the community rather than on what the public can do f or the 
libraries. 



I f t he synth sis of the Ge.nadian Library Week programme is properly 
worked out be t ween libr arians and laymen , the latter wi l l be come a cor ollary 
of the f irs t . Moreover , t his i s one occa s ion when librarians can of f er a 
valuabl e contrs bution in the r ol e of part icipants and co- wor era rather than 
as isolated ini tiat or s , since the Week 's plan wi ll evolve in collaboration 
with other connnunit y l eaders. 

As a f inal compensation f or the effor t involved, Canadian Li br ary Week 
could of f er an incomparabl e opportunity to dramat i z l i br arianshi p a an 
attract i ve and warding choice of career -- for ardent r ecr ui t ers , t his s 
too good to be mis sed ! 

Th a are my sent iment s sincerely submi t t ed , 

Si s ter Francis Dol ores , Li brarian 
Moun t Saint Vincent College 

P.S.	 Las t year, as yo u will remember , th Canad ian Li br ary Week Coun cil 
decid t o adopt the U.S. Library Week theme -- "Wake Up and Read" ; 
This year after thoughtful consideration on t he part of Exe cuti ve 
Co t t e and Coun cil , a new di s t i nc t l ogan has been cr ated . 
Canadians will be asked to z 

READ	 FOR PLEASURE 

READ	 FOR PROFIT 

READ	 FOR PROGRESS 

N.B.	 Canadi an Library Week publ i city material will be sen t to
 
in i viduBJ. librari es which send requests to :
 

CANADIAN LI BRARY WEEK COUNCI L I NC. 
25 Ri chmond St . We s t 

. oront o , Ontario . 

DON ' T FORGET 1 1 

A P L A CONFERENCE 

MAY 20 - 21 , 1960 HALIFAX , NOVA SCOTIA. 
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THE NO\/A SCOTI A, 
CA T)\ LO GI E 1 ~ 5L 

Wl' I t , I If.:' of t..c wr r l( ,.H \ i l:' 

acc oun t of t.,t l f:. " l. _ ' 

f'r om ~ r "Ie .:' ...1" ., _ ..;_ .• ca c __ .:13 r ~ 1 V"l n c 1e. l 

Building , tue ";c..l."":'_ ~ c ' · ceo l ' w ~l 5 ~ .s :"'r ", h t he move , ' Ie r ecor ded 
a slight i ncr ea s e i n bo t h "L el~pn0 ~ 9 ~ . - '.... - I ; • .LL re ~lue s "L s 

received by mai l . 

Te l e phone calls recorded t otalled ;. , .v"ld i n. J ided , be adde s enquirie s 
for l oca tion s of neede d volumes , r-eqn s ',s or .i.n f'o a t.i.on Lo be f ound in our 
growing ref er ence co llect i on . For t.h ::Ctva Scot in Jt'.e gi ona l Lf lrrar-Le s ou t s i de 
of Hal ifax, 866 specific books were so.url .L , and 1': /+ s ub j e c t r e .ne s t s f i l l ed . 
From other l i br ari e s, and i n CO-Opel i~>I 1 wi th t he Ila t.Lone.L LH r ary , 202 
reque-sts f or l oan wer e received. T t l': 8 '3 r eque s t s cime f r om ni ne of t he ten 
Canad.ian prov ince s , British Co.Iumbf.a "l I "18 send i N ' ' lone . The one Unit ed 
State s reque s t came !'rom Sea t t l e . Dur qg t.he year , 4 bi bl i o r 'phie s were 
checked wi t h the catalogue . 

The editing of the Uni on Oa'ta.Logue W3 S s uape nded f or a bou t t wo mont h s due 
to the move , with t he result that U .e umber of r: ds r-e ce i ved outnumbers too 
much t he number edi ted . 13,448 cards 'e re r e ce i f8d, but onl 7 ,805 were 
edited , 5, 716 representing t i tles no ' r B'rious l y r e cor ded. l'j '3 main f ile of' 
the Catalogue con ined at t he end u1. tJ16 year a t-ou t 82 , 000 ed i t d cards , 
representing approximately 122 , 000 V O IJJll . 9 . In Jddi t i on , 12')) Seco clary 
Entry and Refer en ce oards were made 9r. iled , 8 :,'1 a total of 683 cards were 
withdrawn. 

Wi t h the xception of t he maj or :;. i \ ~ 1 ~ t he e j ~ :'r ie s und r CANADA, all of 
the enlargements of Dalhous i e and Acad l ~ Univers l ~ cards ~ .ve now been f iled , 
and those of all ot her libraries t o t he end of be le t ter L 5, 774 of the se 
were edi t ed and incor por a ted int o t he C'1tal ogue . 

Once mor e we t hank you a l l f or your con t .tnuen co- oper . n , f or your :for
bearance while we were upset by t ' e rno ; n.g , and v o 11" patd n co , a s sistance and 
advice, and especi a l l y f or the growl I-'. ,s e you. 'i7' <:; making o; our s rvices. 

Baker, E.A. Bibliogra phy of f ood . I. ,ondon , l C?i8 . 

Beers, H.P. The Fr en ch i n Nor th Ame r i ca . Be ' ou Houge [.'1957 3 

Bonser, Wilfred . An Angl o- Saxon ~.' ''':' Ce l t L 1 1 ~ Liograp' Berkeley, 
1957. 2v. 

Cambr i dge . University. Li brary . A It alogu oj t.he fir -,oen t h- cen t ury 
print ed books in t he Uni rsi 1~y L.. .irBry . Cambr i dge , I ()54 . 

Fox crof t , A. B. The Aus t r alian C!lt ~ ] -gue , MeLbourne , ~ '11. 
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• Fraser, I.F. Bibliography of French-Canadian poetry. v.1. New York 
cc1 935.'J 

Henderson, G.P., compo Reference manual of directories. Pt.7. 
London, 1959. 

Kraus, H.P., booksellers, New York. The	 eightieth catalogue. New York 
t: 1956.J 

Library Association. Catalogue of the library. London, 1958. 

Logasa, Hannah. An index to one-act plays, 1900-1 924. Boston, 1924. - 
---- Supplement, 1924-31. Boston, 1932. -- ---- Second supplement, 
1932-40. Boston, 1941. -- ---- Third supplement, 1941-48. Boston, 
1950. -- ---- Fourth supplement, 1948-57. Boston, 1958. 

Lowndes, W.T. The bibliographer 's manual of English literature. London, 
1834. 4v. 

Maclean, Donald. Typographia gadelica.	 Edinburgh, 1915. 

Malcles, L.N. La bibliographie. Paris,	 1956. 

....
Malcl~s, L.N. Cours de bthLi.ogr-a .phf,e, Geneve, 1954.
 

Malcles, L.N. Les sources de travail bibliogra.phique. Geneve, 1950.
 "
3v. in 4. 

Mendelssohn, Sidney. South African bibliography. London, 1957 . 2v. 

Miller, E.M. Australian literature, a bibliography to 1950. Sydney. 
c:1 956:J 

Mitchell, P.M. A bibliographical guide to Danish literature. Copenhagen, 
1951. 

Morgan, H.J. Bi bl i ot he ca canadensis. Ottawa, 1867. 

Peel, B.B. A bibliography of the Prairie Provinces to 1953. ~Toronto, 

1956.3 

Pollard, A.W. Short-title catalogue of books printed in England, Scot
land, & Ireland, 1475-1640. London, 1946. 

Reference catalogue of current literature, 1924. London, 1924. 3v. 

Shaw, Ralph. American bibliography, 1801-1805. New York, 1958. 

Watters, R.E. Check list of Canadian literature and background materials 
1628-1950.	 ~oronto, c1959J 

Gladys F. Black 
Reference Librarian 
Provincial Library 



I I I\ 1l OPPORTUNI T\l5 . . . 

MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF HALIFAX - WANTED 

Chief Librarian for the newly established Regional Libra.:ry° for the 
Municipality of the County of Halifax. The Headquarters and a Branch Library 
will be located in the new Municipal Administration Building, which is on the 
Dutch Village ,Road within 100 yards of the boundary of the City of Halifax. 

Excellent working conditions and usual Medical and Hospital Plans avail 
able. 

Salary to be paid will be negotiated with the successful applicant and 
will be commensurate with qualifications and experience. 

Letters of application should state age, qualifications and experience 
in Library work and should be addressed to the undersigned at P.O. Box 300, 
Armdale, Halifax County, Nova Scotia. 

Applications for this position will o.lose March 15, 1960. Duties will 
commence as soon as the successful applicant can be available. 

R. G. Hattie
 
Municipal Clerk and Treasurer.
 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA LIBRARIES 

The University of Florida Libraries is offering three graduate assis~ 

tantships in the academic year 1960-61 for study leading to a master's or 
doctoral degree in a subject field other than library science. Graduate 
assistants work approximately 15 hours per week, aaai.stdng in bibliographi
cal research or library administration. 

Stipend is $1,700 for a nine-~onth period and holders of assistant
ships are exempt from out-of-state tuition fees. The deadline for filing 
formal application is March 31, 1960. 

Applications should be made to: Director of Libraries, University 
of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, U. S. A. 

MELCHER SCHOLARSHIP 1960 

Applications for the Melcher Scholarship are now being received. The 
Scholarship of $750.00 is open to candidates from the United States and 
Canada, and its purpose is to provide financial assistance for the training 
of librarians to work with children in public, school, or other libraries. 

For information write to Mrs. Ruth Hill Viguers, 110 Cliff Road, 
Wellesley Hills, 81, Massachusetts, U. S. A. 

Deadline for completed applications is April 1, 1960. 
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:BRIE F .sB ULLETIIV 
• - HALIFAX - Mrs. Phylli Br-osm has been a ppointed part-time cataloguer on the 

Nova Scot ia Provincial LibraI7 sta...t:f . Mrs . Brown will be remembered by New 
Brunswick librarians as aha .formerly on the St . J ohn Publ ic Libr ary staff . 

- NEW GLASGOW - Miss Dian ie, far.mer bookmobi l e Assis~t , spen t the 
Cbri s tma vacation period w.orking at the New Glasgow Library. Miss MacQuarrie 
is a t t ending the University of: Toronto Library School on the Louise Ril ey 
Sch olarship . 

- HALIFAX - The annual Nova. Scot.ia..:.B.egiODB.:1. Librarians staff conf rence was he l d 
a t t he Provincial Li br aI7 November ,. 19 59 . Mi s Alberta Letts , Provinci a l 
Librarian , s poke about her :wor k in India and show d slides of I libraries . 
Mis s Pa uline Home, head. icf; c.ir.e.u1ation services , Hs.l.i1'ax Memorial Library , 
d Lacus aed s tandards of book.a l.ec.tion.at the morning meeting and the visiting 
l i br arians wel'e given a display or Bookama.tic opera tion at the H. M. L. in the 
aft ernoon. The r egional ..Librari ans w re guests at the meeting of the Ra.li1'ax 
Library Association in the even i ng. 

- ANNAPOLI S VALLEY - Miss Doroi;hy MacKay , Di r e c t or or the AVRL , r e por t s that 
alt h ough the Ken tville fire delayed exchange wor k in the Re gion , circulation 
fi gures are a ll healthily increasing and the book stock s l owly expanding. 

- CHARLOTTETOWN - Mrs . T .M. Lothian was appointed Librarian of the Queen Char
l ot t e Junior High School hare in September . Many Maritime librarians will 
r emembe r her as Frances (Peg ) Tilley, who worked in the Sackvi lle Chi l dren ' s 
Li br a ry s ome years ago, 

- SOURI S - Th Souris branc of the P .E . I . Li br ari e s , which was burned out last 
sprin g , bas been r e-es ta.blished in a r oom on Main Stree t . Readers, who had 
b en 'Witho ut library sel"Vic _since .Ma.ro , are n ocking t o the library and 
c i rculat i on i s eLo e t o 200 books per week . 

- NEWFOUNDLAND - The big event in Regional l i brari e s this past :year was the 
trai n i ng-s chool and conference £ or regi onal librarians hel d at St . John 's and 
cap d of f' wit h a dinn r gi ven by the Public Libraries Board at the Newfound
land Hotel. Newf Olln d l an d librarians were especially happy t o mee t Mis s Eliza
beth Mort on, e e cut i ve-:ae.cr.e tary of the CU , and later t o hear her opinions 
a bout librari e s given on TV in her inimitably pl eaaa.nt but .firm way. 

- NEWFOUNDLAND - Radio programmes sponsored by the Newfoundland Public Libraries 
Board are nov well underway 'With a va.riety o.f r e gular presentat ions including 
straigh t talks, in.terv· wB.y _pa.ne1. . diac.uasiona and selected BEG r ordings. 
Topic cov red include aN ¥fol1ndJa-nd .a.u.t.hor 's impr ssions, ~gliah poetry, 
I r ish s , the impor tance of good speech - and each time, of course, a plug 
f or publ i c libraries . 

- NEWFOUNDLAND - In early November, Mr . Eric Moon lef t the l i brary services of 
Ne ound.land , after a sixteen-month stay, 0 take up his new duties in New 
York as edi t or of the Li brary J ournal. Mr. Harold Newell, who retir d las t 
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March has temporarily stepped back i nt o his old pos t as dir ctor without 
causing the meres t percept ible j olt while arrangements are being made for 
the appoi ntment of a new Li brari es Servi ce head . 

- LEWISPORTE, NFLD. - In November , a new building f or the publ i c library was 
off icial l y opened, ith Chief Regional Li brari an Je ssie Mifflen attendi g 
between vis i ts t o ot her parts or the I sl and by car , plane and boa t . • 

ST. JOHN' S - Thanks t o the initiative of Chief Librarian Marjorie Mews, the 
Gosli ng Li rary walls , in December, sported a ser i e s of outsize drav in ~de p i c t 

ing Di ckensi an scenes f r om English domesti c life. They were t he work of di spl ay
artis t Webber of Bowri ng 's d partment store . This all , whi le plowing t hrough 
the usual mourrt ing pile of incoming books , the Cataloguing Department gave a 
great burst of speed in the direct i on of Newf oundlandi ana and provi ded a grand 
mixture of Newfoundland wor k about rocks, songs , l obs t er s , stamps , Beothuck 
Indi ans , b1il.ck spruce and Sir Humphrey Gi lbert . A Ilyaffle ll as th y say i n New
f'ound 'Iand , (mean i ng as much as you can carry) - a yafne and more of books of 
new f i ct ' on we t i nt o general circulation ten days before Chri tmas as a specia l 
offering to those who, after their exhausting seasonal chores are over, like to 
put up their feet and read a light book. 

- MOUNT ALLI SON UNI VERSI TY, N.B. - Mount Alli son ' s three neW' residences for men , 
which accomodate 312 students , were occupied for t he firs t time i n the fall of 
1959. Grants from t he Canada Counc i l made pos s i bl e the completion of these 
houses whi ch are named after Captain R.V. Benne t t , chief benef actor , and the 
late Dr o S. W. Hunt on , professor of mathematics , and t he late Dr. H.E . Bigelow , 
prof essor o:f chemistry. Each of the houses i s t o have a small l i brary. I t is 
plarilled to build up t hese a.mall col lections to include basic r ef erence wor ks , 
books whi ch are always i n constant demand in the main library, and books of 
general interest. Thi s w. 11 be a new l ibrary experimen t f or Mount Allison; 
each libr ary will be run by student commit t ee s of t he resi dence concerned ; 
they in t urn will be r e sponsible to their r esidence deans and the librarian. 
Ini t i a l interes t in t his scheme i s r unning hfi-gh,especi ally f r om s tudents i n 
older r e s i dences whi ch do not boast such f ac i l i t i es . 

~ - ALBERTON; P.E.1. _. Miss Eva 1. Dyer , f ormer ly cus t odi an of the Alberton Branch 
of the P. E. I. Libraries , died Jan . 9 , 1960. Miss Dyer gave outstanding ser
vice to her community a s cus t odian of t his branch f or over t went y years unti l 
her re t irement fo years ago . Her interest i n books and i n t he users o:f t he 
library, bot h young and ol d , enabled her t o br i ng books and r eader s t oge t her 
in a very happy way . She was always an enthusiast ic pr omot er of" a:ny library 
proj ect i ni t iat ed by Li br ary Headquarter s . In addition t o her work at the 
library, Miss Dyer served a s Secretary of t he School Boar d :for a number of" 
years. During her t erm as custodian , a new l i brary buil ding was buil t by 
the ci t i zens 0 Alberton and vi cinity . Mis s Dyer i s suc ceeded a t t he Alber
ton Libr ary by her niece , Mrs. Kenne th Quigl ey. 

- ST. JOHN, N.B. - The St. J ohn Free Publ i Li brary bas appointed Miss Dare n 
Harper to be Chief Librarian as of January 1, 1960. Miss Harper i s a native 
of New Br unswi ck and at one time was t he Legislat i v Li brarian. Mr . Stanley 
MacDougall, formerly Chi ef Li brarian , has acce pte a position in On tari o. 



HALIFAX - A conference of regional library board member-s and tru tees vas he ld 
here in January t o r vi w the regional library s t-up in the pr-ovince; Repre
s entat i ve s .from th gi.ona or Hali.f!L1C. City, Halif'ax County, Col chest er···East 
Harrt , Pi ct ou , Cape Breton and Annapoll attended the tings hich were hel d 
in t e board room of the Provincial Building. Premier Stanfi l d , Mini ater of 
Educa t i on , was guest speaker at a l uncheon given f or t h co erance de l gates . 

DAIJIOUSI E UNI VERSI TY, N.S. - I n October , 1959 , Mr. D. G. Lochhead had the 
f ol l owing comments to make (see Hallf'ax Mall-Star, October 20): "Over the last 
f"i ve years the number of" students using the library f acilitie s a t Da.Ihous i.e 
Univer i t y has doubl d. Five years ago th number of s t udents ho u ed t he 
l ibrary r eading room during th aoademic ye~ s ood at .48 , 655 las t y ar the 
attendance in the same r oom s 97 ,166, and there i s eve ry indi cat.ion that t he 
top figure of last ar ill oon be surpassed. 'There i s a more earnes t e sire 
among stud n ts to do 11 in the ir courses . The emphasis on learning i n Russia 
today might be worrying some people, but Canadaan students are ansv r ing t his 
challenge i n their own way by working harder . Not only has the number of 
student working in the library increa sed, but the circulation of books has 
gon up f rom 24 ,000 in 1955 t o 0 ,000 in 1958 . The library i s also l ending 
mor and more books to other libraries throughout Canada . Con tained in the 
library i s one of' the most compl e t e collections of Kipling~ s works , 0" hich 
a bibliography is soon to be published . Eff or ts are bei ng made to cope with 
t he increased activit y in t he l ibrary by increasing the staff and providing 
mor e sea t ing in t he existing building . The shortage of space wi ll be ea sed 
s l i gh t l y with the opening of" t he ew science building and the men: a r e s i dence, 
but it is evident t hat if the Univer i ty continues to expand , extensions to 
t he library will have to be give n ser ious cons i deration . " 

N. S. TECHNI CAL COLLEGE LIBRARY - Miss Bar-bara Murra.y s nds t hie mors I 0 

informat i on : "YOU CAN PROTECT YOURSELF FROM FALLOUT RADIATION - Any mas s of 
mat er i al between you and the fallout will cut down the amount, 0 ~ ra.diat i on 
that reaches you. Suffi c i nt mass will make you safe . The is about the 
same amount, of shielding in 8 inches of concrete, for instance 1 a s in 12 inches 
of' earth or 16 inches of boo B. " This cheering news COmB S from t h Of ice of 
Civil and Defense Mobiliza t ion in Washington which decrees na t en square f ee t 
per pers on i s adequate in a Family F~out She l t er . (We may be gratef ul f or 
those crowe s tacks yet .-Ed. ) 

HALIFAX MEMORIAL LI BRARY, CHILDREN I S DEPARTMENT - A Ora vn borrower showed 
the libr ari an a pi cture of a bottle t ree and want ed to know more about i t . 
The encyclopedia revealed that suc tree s contained a r e s inous subs tance used 
for f ood by the Aus t ralian natives . 1I 0h, milk , eh? 1I commented the lad, with 
a. t winkle • . . • . . . . • • . . . . • •. . . . . . . . . • A f ormer staff member told of" sending a 
copy of Da ugher t y 1 s Andy~ the ..Lion to her pre-school nephe in The Pa s, 
Man! toba. After insisting on having i t read to him umpteen 'timE> , he soon 
knew t he story by heart , and every visitor to his home had J:.]}4..::l. E.!.'cvLtl].e .ill.n 
IIread11 t~ him by the wee lad . One day hie mother heard his voice fr om t he 
back por ch , going on ani on and on. Looking out , she saw her small son sur
rounded by a fascinated and admiring audience of several BIDB.I l I ndians and 
one very large one , listening breathlessly to .4nd.:z_~_the L~q.nl 
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