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Thursday, June 22 

9.30-12.30 Business meeting and repor ts  of the 
l i b r a r i e s .  

The Halifax Library Club w i l l  e n t e r t a i n  
the members of the  M.L.I. a t  luncheon 
a t  the Lord Nelson Hotel. 

2.30 Tour of the l i b r a r i e s  of Halifax, 

8.15 

Friday, June 23 

Public meeting a t  the Lord Nelson Hotel. 
Miss Nora Bateson w i l l  be the speaker, 

9.30-10.30 "Financing the Regional Library" - a 
discussion led  by Miss Bateson. 

10 . 30-11 30 President Chandler w i l l  speak about the  
ana lys i s  of reading i n t e r e s t s  which he 
has been making l a t e l y  . 

11.30-12.30 Address: " ~ d u l t  Education and the 
Librarytt ,  by M r .  John Fisher.  

A drive followed by afternoon t e a  a t  
Green Acres, Waverley. Miss Bateson 
w i l l  be the hostess a t  the  afternoon tea. 

Meetings, unless otherwise s ta ted ,  w i l l  be held a t  King's College. 
A l l  persons in te res ted  i n  l i b r a r y  progress i n  the Maritimes a r e  
cord ia l ly  inv i ted  t o  at tend.  

The Lord Nelson Hotel has offered a reduced r a t e  of $2.50 a day for  
e i t h e r  a s ingle  o r  double room with a bath t o  any member of the 
M.L.1. a t tending the meetings. Any person wishing accommodation 
i n  pr ivate  rooming houses o r  ho te l s  should get  i n  touch with 
Mrs. W. L. Maclean, 222 Robie S t r ee t ,  Halifax, Nova Scotia,  
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THE MONTREAL CONFERENCE 

(The f ollovring charming l e t t e r  gives  informally the  impressions 
of one of the  members of the M.L.1. who at tended the Conference of 
Library Associatfons and I n s t i t u t e s  t h a t  met i n  Montreal l a s t  Apr i l*  
A s  Miss Falconer reminds us ,  f u l l  r e p o r t s  w i l l  be found i n  the 
Ontario Library-  Review. ) 

You asked me t o  give you some of my impressions of the  j o i n t  
Library Conference which was held i n  Montreal a t  Eas te r  time. Let 
me begin by saying t h a t  I found it one of t h e  p l e a s a n t e s t  Conferences 
t h a t  I have ever  a t tended,  O f  course f o r  me it meant not only an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  and f u l l  two days,  but a l s o  an opportuni ty of meeting a 

- grea t  many old f r i e n d s ;  and t h i s  n a t u r a l l y  added a g rea t  d e a l  t o  my 
enjoyment, 

Before I begin my s t o r y  I f e e l  t h a t  apologies a re  i n  order ,  a s  
i t  w i l l  be so l a r g e l y  the s t o r y  of the Conference from the  Children's 
L i b r a r i a n ' s  poin t  of view. With the except ion of the f i r s t  general  
ses s ion  on Monday morning, the only meetings t h a t  I attended were i n  
connection w i t h  c h i l d r e n l s  work. That f i r s t  meeting was, I am sure, 
the  h i g h l i g h t  of the Conference., Mrs. E l l i o t ,  t he  President  of the  
Ontario Library Associat ion,  gave an address  of welcome; and then 
she introduced Miss Bateson who spoke on our own Nova Scot ian problem 
of Regional L i b r a r i e s .  Miss Bateson 's  address,  which by the  way i s  
given i n  the l a s t  number of the Ontario Library Review, seemed t o  me 
t o  s t r i k e  the  pe r fec t  note on which t o  open a Conference; s o  
d i f f e r e n t  from the  r a t h e r  d u l l  r e p o r t s  t o  which one i s  u s u a l l y  sub- 
jected a t  a f i r s t  meeting. Everyone was i n t e r e s t e d ,  and a f t e r  the 
meeting I h=ard people on a l l  s i d e s  d i scuss ing  what Miss Bateson 
had s a i d  and clamouring f o r  copies of " the  r epor t . "  

I was awfully sor ry  t h a t  more people from the  Maritime Provinces 
were not ab le  t o  a t t end  t h e  Conference. On t h e  f i r s t  morning when I 
came t o  r e g i s t e r  I looked hopeful ly  around f o r  some f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  
o the r  than those of my Ontario f r i e n d s ,  but a l a s \  the re  were very few, 

x I saw M r .  Chandler and had a few words w i t h  him; but  a p a r t  from 
Miss Bateson and one o r  two McGill Library s tudents  I d i d  not  meet a 
s ing le  Maritimer, 

The Conference was held i n  the  Windsor Hotel  where we had good 
accommodation, a l a rge  r e g i s t r a t i o n  desk, and adequate rooms f o r  
meetings. There were men hard a t  worlr re-decorat ing some of the  h a l l s  
near  u s  and we were t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  was i n  p repara t ion  f o r  t h e  Royal 
v i s i t ,  and t h a t  the  King and Queen were t o  be en te r t a ined  the re ,  On 
Monday af ternoon t h e  main meeting of the c h i l d r e n ' s  s e c t i o n  was held,  
when the problem of l i b r a r y  work wi th  ch i ld ren  i n  the  Maritimes, Quebeo 
and Ontario was d iscussed ,  The speakers were Miss Jean Thompson, who 
t o l d  of new developments i n  some of the  smaller  Ontario l i b r a r i e s ;  
Miss Donalda Putnam, who gave an e x c e l l e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  sketch of t h e  
development of Children'  s  l i b r a r i e s  i n  Quebec; and I d i d  the  bes t  I 
could w i t h  the r e g r e t t a b l y  small  amount of m a t e r i a l  a t  hand, 

We had most unfortunate  weather i n  Montreal. It was b i t t e r l y  cold 



and slushy; and there  was l i t t l e  t o  tempt one to  venture out of the  
ho te l .  However, I d id  go t o  the re-union dinner,  given by the 
University of Toronto Library School, i n  one of the t yp i ca l ly  French 
res tauran ts  of the c i t y .  We were l a t e  i n  ge t t ing  back from dinner 
and so missed the evening meeting and the reception which followed. 

It was hard to  s t ruggle  up on Tuesday morning f o r  a breakfast  
meeting a t  8.30, followed by what the programme ca l led  "A Story- 
Tel l ing Symposium." It sounds rather  deadly, but ac tua l ly  was a very 
pleasant occasion. After  a hearty breakfast  we pushed back our cha i r s ,  
and the waiters  had the t ab l e s  cleared i n  l e s s  time than it takes t o  
wri te  it. We then heard s i x  s t o r i e s ,  from s i x  d i f f e r en t  s to ry - t e l l e r s .  
There was a great  va r i e ty  i n  these s t o r i e s ;  we began with an ''Uncle 
Remus"; then there  was an Indian Legend, followed by a Japanese 
f a i r y  t a l e ,  The Pied Piper of Hamelin, the s to ry  of the Monkey and the  
Crocodile, a d  another Uncle Remus t o  top off w i t h .  To me the  
g rea tes t  proof of the success of t h i s  meeting was the f a c t  t h a t  gome- 
one who wag not on the planned programme ac tua l ly  volunteered t o  t e l l  
a s t o r y  a t  the end. When we f i n a l l y  broke up, the general sess ion 
was near ly  over, so we missed Mr. Kytels address, 

What I r e a l l y  enjoyed most of a l l  was seeing the Montreal 
chi ldren,  s l i b r a r i e s  themselves , and on Tuesday afternoon we were 
taken t o  three of these. Unfortunately, the only one which had 
chi ldren i n  it a t  the time of our v i s i t  was the  French branch. It i r r  
a t i n y  room i n  a poor d i s t r i c t ,  but i t  was simply crowded w i t h  
children. Some were returning t h e i r  books and choosing others  quickly; 
some were s i t t i n g  down a t  the t ab les  and poring over French picture-  
books and magazines. We were the guests of the Montreal Childrents 
Library a t  t e a  i n  one of t h e i r  branches: a most charming room on 
MacKay S t r e e t .  A cheerful  f i r e  was burning when we arr ived and every- 
thing looked most inv i t ing ,  with the a t t r a c t i v e  books, and br ight  
p ic tu res  and posters .  I s t rongly  advise anyone who v i s i t s  Montreal 
t o  make a point of going t o  c a l l  there ,  

, As I was returning t o  Toronto f o r  a v i s i t ,  and as  my frfellds were 
anxious t o  ge t  back t o  t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s ,  we decided t h a t  our bes t  p lan  - was t o  ge t  pa r t  way on our journey t h a t  evening. We l e f t  Montreal a t  
about 5.30, and so  missed the  f i n a l  dinner and the  closing f e s t i v i t i e s .  

This i s  a very inadequate report  of the Conference a s  a whole; 
but for tunate ly  a de t a i l ed  account of the  proceedings can be read i n  
the l a s t  i s sue  of t he  Ontario Library Review. 

Yours s incere ly ,  

Mary W .  Falconer 



HOME ECONOMICS LITERATURE 

By Clarabel  OIBlenes, Ass is tan t  Professor  of 
Household Economics, Acadia Universi ty  

The Library  Committee of the  Nova Sco t i a  Home Economics 
Associat ion i s  g r a t e f u l  t o  the E d i t o r  of t h i s  B u l l e t i n  f o r  the 
opportuni ty of present ing  t o  i t s  readers  an a r t i c l e  regarding Home 
Economics l i t e r a t u r e .  

For a number of yea r s  our Committee has  maintained a small  c i r -  
c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r y  and almost from t h e  beginning of our organiza t ion  i n  
1926, we have c i r c u l a t e d  a few magazines among our members. For some 
time we have f e l t  t h a t  much of our  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  of such a na ture  t h a t  
i t  would be enjoyed by those o the r  than Home Economists. We would 
be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  knowing how many Home Economics books a r e  on t h e  
shelves of t h e  Maritime l i b r a r i e s .  

A shor t  time ago a prominent e d u c a t i o n a l i s t ,  i n  addressing a 
group of Home Economists, s a i d  t h a t  when he was asked t o  speak he 
decided he should f i n d  out what Home Economics was concerned with. 
He v i s i t e d  severa l  l i b r a r i e s  f o r  information on the. sub jec t  and a l l  
he could g e t  was a cook book. This  statement probably shows the i d e a  / 

held  by many a s  t o  t h e ~ c o n t e n t  of Home Economics l i t e r a t u r e .  

Home Economics a p p l i e s  m a t e r i a l  from f i e l d s  t o  mat ters  t h a t  con- 
ce rn  t h e  home. Some of the  l i t e r a t u r e  comes from authors  i n  such 
f i e l d s  a s  sociology, psychology and education, not t o  mention the pure 
sciences.  Home Economics s tands f o r  an enrichment of l i f e  through the  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of any knowledge t h a t  might he lp  members of households t o  
become b e t t e r  ind iv idua l s ,  phys ica l ly ,  mentally,  emotionally,  and 
s p i r i t u a l l y .  

There a re  a number of books and magazines of a pure s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n i c a l  nature t h a t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  c h i e f l y  t o  those 
s p e c i a l i z i n g ,  but the re  a r e  a number of o t h e r s  t h a t  would be of 
i n t e r e s t  t o  a l l  members of homes. These books a r e  found i n  var ious  
branches of Home Economics. A r u l e  t h a t  Home Economists apply t o  
t h e i r  choice of books i s :  Choose authors  of known repute.. Space w i l l  
permit simply a l i s t .  

Rose: Feeding t h e  Family 
Sherman: Food and Heal th 
McCollum: Food, Nut r i t ion  and Health 
J u s t i n ,  Va i l  and Rust: Foods -- 
S e t t l e :  Clothes Line 
Hopkins: D c n  
Bigelow : Family Finance 
Coles: The Consumer-Buver and the  " 

Market 
Edi ted by Weiss: The Shopp+ng Guide 

Nimkoff: The Familv 
Nimkoff: The c h i l d Y  
Bla tz  and Bott:  Parents  and the  

Pre-School Child 
Rutt :  House Furnishinas -. - -- 

B l a i r :  The c r e a t i o n  OF a Home 
Cocks: E t i q u e t t e  of Beauts 

The above books would be of value f o r  Reading Clubs o r  Study 
Group s . 



For a  long time the s tudy of some phases of family l i f e  have been 
somewhat resented;  but  today we a r e  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t ,  i f  t h e  home i s  t o  
e x e r t  i t s  b e s t  inf luence ,  t h e  more we can delve i n t o  the  s e c r e t s . o f  
those homes t h a t  produce worthwhile products (wel l-adjusted 
i n d i v i d u a l s ) ,  the b e t t e r  f o r  the  coming genera t ions .  We must put a s ide  
pre judices  and do a l l  we can t o  he lp  homemakers i n  a  d i f f i c u l t  t a sk .  
Todayt s  homemaker has the a t t i t u d e  of the s tudent  .: Knowledge regard- 
ing  her  t a s k  i s  never f i n a l  and complete. Learning i s  co-exis tent  
with l i f e .  

NOTES AND PERSONALS 

Miss Nora Bateson, Secre tary  t o  the  Nova Sco t i a  Regional L i b r a r i e s  
Commission and D i r e c t o r  of L i b r a r i e s ,  has  been speaking r e c e n t l y  t o  
i n t e r e s t e d  audiences i n  King's and Annapolis Counties. She be l i eves ,  
and we be l ieve  a l s o ,  t h a t  these  two count ies  might w e l l  combine as  a  
reg ional  u n i t  and e s t a b l i s h  a  c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  i n  one of t h e  important 
towns, w i t h  the understanding t h a t  it would serve whatever branches 
might be formed l a t e r  i n  a l l  possiSle  p laces  throughout the  two 
counties .  The M.L.I., r ep resen t ing  a s  it does the  l i b r a r y  i n t e r e s t s  of 
the  Maritimes, publ ic ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a r c h i v a l ,  co l lege  and u n i v e r s i t y ,  
should s tand un i t ed  i n  support  of Miss Bateson and the Commission. 
Write t h e  Regional L i b r a r i e s  Commission, Provinc ia l  Building, Hal ifax,  
N .  S., f o r  copies of a  pamphlet prepared by Miss Bateson and published - - 
a few weeks ago: L ib ra r i e s  f o r  b ova ~ c o t i a .  ~t contains  a s  appendix 
An Act t o  Provide f o r  the  Support of Regional L i b r a r i e s  (Chapter I1 
of tho Acts of 1937, a s  amended i n  1938 and 1939).  

How f a r  should a  l i b r a r i a n  assume t h e  o f f i c e  of a  pedagogue and 
cor rec t  the  Engl ish  of borrowers a t  the  desk? A member of the  M.L.I. 
w r i t e s  t h a t  a  reader  asked f o r  the book, - I Seen It Myself. She handed 
him a copy of Barbussets I Saw It Myself, and he went away, pleased w i t h  
his progress  i n  p u r s u i t  of knowledge and cul ture .  

J u s t  o f f  the  p ress  i s  the  Catalogue of the John Clarence Webster 
Canadiana Col lec t ion  ( P i c t o r i a l  Sec t ion)  i n  t h e  New Brunswick Museum. 
I n  appearance it i s  a 'marvel of good bookmaking. D r .  Webster says i n  
h i s  In t roduct ion:  "As a  r u l e  I have not  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  merely charming Canadian views, r a t h e r  seeking always those wi th  
some h i s t o r i c a l  s ign i f i cance , "  The p o r t r a i t s ,  sketches,  engravings, 
pa in t ings ,  maps, l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  Catalogue a r e  by no means of exc lus ive  
s ign i f i cance  f o r  t h e  people of New Brunswick; t h e i r  range i s  Dominion 
wide* I n  Wolfiana there  a r e  two hundred items l i s t e d ;  i n  f a c t ,  D r .  
Webster's i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  eve r  made i n  t h i s  f i e l d *  

Mrs. Berdia M. Moore, L ib ra r i an  of Moncton Public  Library,  made 
l a s t  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Day the occasion of a n  e x h i b i t  of the  l i b r a r y ' s  
holdings i n  I r i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  An e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e p o r t e r  i n  "The Moncton 
Timestt l i s t s  w i t h  d e l i g h t  the  f a v o r i t e s  he discovered on d isp lay .  
"You' 11 f i n d  Kate OtBrien t h e r e  . . . honest Padraic Colum . . . y o u ' l l  
f i n d  Sean O'Casey . . . Bernard Shaw . . . lovable  Donn Byrne . . poor 
George Moore, t h e  g rea t  Moore, the  confused, the  b r i l l i a n t  Moore . . . 
t he  g r e a t e r  b r i l l i a n c e  of W e  B. Yeats, who d ied  only a  few weeks ago." 



We have received a copy of the  Report of t h e  P.E.I. L i b r a r i e s  f o r  
t h e  year  1938, and suggest ive l i s t s  of new books purchased. \Ye quote t h e  
fol lowing from the  Report: "The L ib ra r i e s  have i n  the p a s t  t h r e e  years  
worked continuously with the  Adult Education League i n  the supply of 
ma te r i a l  t o  study clubs and i n  the genera l  promotion of t h e  aims f o r  which 
the League stands.  The rap id  growth of t h e  movement i s  convincing 
evidence of the  need f o r  the  work and of i t s  appeal t o  the  people of 
Prince Edward I s l and  . . . There has been a continuous reaching o u t  of 
l i b r a r y  se rv ice  t o  communities d i s t a n t  from the  branch l i b r a r i e s ,  The 

e e m a n d  f o r  m a t e r i a l  i s  always i n  excess of what the  l i b r a r y  can supply." 
A general  summary of the conclusions drawn from the  s t a t i s t i c s  a t  

,-the end of the Report ind ica tes :  1. A c i r c u l a t i o n  of over a quar t e r  of 
/r- a m i l l i o n  volumes; 2.  Over f i v e  thousand new books catalogued dur ing  
/ - t h e  year;  3. An increase  of seventy-five per cent  i n  books c i r c u l a t e d  i n  
: r u r a l  schools;  4. A d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  number of new books and 
* the  c i r c u l a t i o n ,  

The fol lowing i s  an excerpt  from a l e t t e r  of the Superintendent of 
the  P.E.I. L i b r a r i e s  t o  t h e  Ed i to r  of the  B u l l e t i n :  "You w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  
t o  know t h a t  our l i b r a r i e s  have jus t  been presented by the Carnegie Corpor- 
a t i o n  w i t h  a  complete s e t  of f i n e  a r t s  equipment cons i s t ing  of about 100 
volumes and 900 p i c t u r e s .  We plan  t o  put t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i n t o  use f o r  
the r u r a l  people of the province,  so  t h a t  they  may have some share of a 
c u l t u r a l  amenity which urban cent res  en joy through a r t  museums.. . I n  
add i t ion  t o  the branch l i b r a r i e s  we can make use of the Women's I n s t i t u t e s ,  
the  r u r a l  school, the v i l l a g e  h a l l  and the study c lub  t o  give our people 
the opportuni ty t o  see and know t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n .  iVe a l s o  plan t o  cooperate 
w i t h  the  formal cen t res  of education, Prince of Wales College and 
S t .  Dunstants  College, i n  t h i s  regard." 

Two members of the  M.L.I., Miss Marion Gilroy of the  Publ ic  Archives 
of Nova Scot ia ,  ard Miss Doreen Harper of the  New Bmnswick Leg i s l a t ive  
Library,  have completed a year  of graduate study i n  t h e  School of 
Library  Service,  Columbia Universi ty ,  

A few years  ago it was almost impossible t o  ob ta in  a comprehensive 
idea  of l i b r a r i e s  i n  Canada. De ta i l s  of t h e  holdings and working fo rce  
of a few l i b r a r i e s  were published, but  no person was s o  sanguine as t o  
dream t h a t  these  could be coordinated i n t o  a n a t i o n a l  survey. I n  1931 
the  Education Branch of t h e  Dominion Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s  d i d  undertake 
such a survey, and published i t s  r e s u l t s  i n  a pamphlet of 55 pages, I n  
1933 another  such pamphlet was issued and now a Biennial  Survey of 
L i b r a r i e s  i n  Canada i s  published r e g u l a r l y  by the  Government. The f o u r t h  
i ssue  of t h e  s e r i e s  appears i n  a changed format and gives f o r  the  f i r s t  
time d e t a i l e d  information on the h o s p i t a l  l i b r a r i e s  of Canada. To t h e  
s tudent  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  f i e l d ,  whether ho l i v e s  i n  Canada o r  elsewhere, 
the  whole s e r i e s  i s  invaluable .  

Recent f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  has given g r e a t l y  reduced postage r a t e s  
on books c i r c u l a t e d  by l i b r a r i e s  and o t h e r  agencies f o r  the  b e n e f i t  of 
readers  throughout the  country,  A good and abundant book serv ice  f o r  
a l l  c i t i z e n s  i s  our ob jec t ive .  


