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New Year Greetings from the President

That a new year is a new opportunity we all know as a much
told tale. That it is disconcerting to be pushed so rapidly
ahead in the realm of time we also realize. ~944! The calendar,
with grir:n and impartial reality, shows it is with "no possible,
probable: shadow of doubt whatever". Calling "Er':.okward, turn
backward" is both pathetic and ludicrous. There is only one
thing to do. Let us rise above the post-holiday inertia and
buckle on the armor of action. Our wish is for e. victorious
New Year, and our slogan New, bigger and better libraries.

We are not alone. H3.yd headed poli.t Iciens are becoming
aware of libraries as vital institutions and not lavender 2nd
lace establishments. It is interesting that Wendell Willkie,
when asked what he would like to see in Yakutsk, one 01 the
Siberian Republics he visited on his famous world flight, que~

tioned "Rave yOll a library?" "Certainly we have a library" was
_~he reply:---Tha-descript ion -of-who t they-'srlw-ts given ion- "One

World" :
"In an old' but well-lightod bu i Ldi.ng , clean and well
staffed, Yukutsk, a town of 50, 000 people" has D.C
cumu.l.a t cd 550,000 v ol ume s , The e t a cks wore· wooden;
the machine for deliverirg books to the reading room
worked like a primitive country wOlle Bllt the reading
room was well occupied~ The card catalogues were
modern and comp Le t e •. The records showed that over'
100,000 people - many had come from the c oun t ryafd e
around - had used books during the past nine months. ,
Special exhibits hung on the walls. Soviet periodicsJLs
and reference works were on open she Lves , There was an
air of great efficiency about the' place, This was a
library any town of its size might well be proud of."
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There iagood news from Halifax. Mias Bateson bas been asked by the
Halifax Reha b t Lt t at Lo'ri Committee to make a survey of library 'needs Ln the
city "with a view to cc ns Id e r t rg the adoption of a regional library
sys t emv , to ,quote the local. pape r a , The Mayor and the Committee me mber s,
as ~ell as a lP-rge nllmber of HnligQ;ninns. are very much interested in the
establishment 01 adequute libraIY service for the ciW, with the possil
ity of its being pert. of 8. larger un i t ..

There is probably no Ii brara an in the Meri time s who is not intereste d.
in the C.B. C. -Cam::: dian ASSoci8.ti(:Jln fo r AdIII t Ed uc.ation series 01 broed-
cn s t a "Of Things to Coma - A Citizens r Foru.m - canada in the' Post-wer
World." Every Tuesday evening at 9.30 "politicions arid professors, in-
du s t r t e Li.a ts and Lab o r leaders, bankers ,merchnnts and plain people from
c.11 parts of Canada, wi, th all. sorts of ldeas, will df.a cuas the' weekly

~to-prdS 'on-·the i: ir ... -Theywil1stf. t-e-therr6pini:ons fra~nklY. suggest so'--
lutiohs and try to find some Grons of 'agreement ObOllt what noedsto be
c.ono 4 The, broadcasts wi 11 highlight the ma i n iss 00 s,. and st LmuLa te dis
o uaai on Lrt the g r o ups , Tho cono Lus i on s y ou arr t v e a t in: yo ur Citizens'

. Forllms in 0.11 pc r t s of (jamdn will e Lao vbo reported in these broe dce s t s , "
Libraries are natural, c errt r es for me.ny 01 the' ndlillt e duca t io n activities
in tho communi ty, arid und oub t ed.l y some have listening g'rollpS und er inform
ed Leride r a and e: re s ending in reports to the, pro v inc LaL hea d-qllc.rters.
We s hcu Ld do everything we can to. draw at teIition to the b road ce s t s and to
supply groups and indi vi.d ua'l, s with books and pamphlets reco mmonded in the
s t udy out lines which supplomen t t:l!n.e broadcast s.' The de at r-o fot a bet ter
·:.o!'ld is a Lrno s t unt ve r seL, Here is e. great opportunity "to get the f ccts .
wo i gh the evidenc e, make IIp 0 ur minds ab o ut the big issues, help LnfLucnc e
p:',blic policie s , do something abo ut the pos t.-wa r world now'! .

Merion Gilroy~

Libraries in Cannd~

-- -< ~h'noe 1931 -a'bieriniais'llrvey"of~C8nndaIs'librri~rfes !ills been -is·sued-
by the Education Branch of the Dominion Bur-eau of Statistics. Late in
1943, the fifth in ~ the series was pubLi shed und ez- t he title, Librnries
in Cnnada, 1940-1942, - being Part III of the BienninlSllrvey of Edllca
tion. From the preface by Dominion Statistician S. A. Cudmore we qllote
the follOWing:

"Except in a few localities the work 01 pub Li o libraries in
Canada has shown little increase during the ten years this bien
nial sllrvey has been made. Well over half of the CalEdian popllla
tion is s,till wi th ou t publ t c library service, as compared ~ith one 
fOllrth in the United States and less than 1 p.c. in Britain. Ex
pendf t.ur e Jor libraries here continues to be less than 20 cents
per capita. while it approaches 30 cents in Britain and is more
than 40 cent s in the Uni ted Sta te s .

The total volume of pUblia library reading is less than it was ten
years ago, and has declined particular1y in ad ul.t fiction d urd ng
the war years. One obv t ous reason for the wartime decline lies. in
the humber of readers who by joining the armed services have gore

o ut of roach of tm libraries, -to training centres, defence. area,
'~'VGT''''':~1E etc .... There !'.r8..!;'L, moreover. been no 6?:encral plan bY··-ID"B~F···

.' '. . . ..

I~~.__ ~
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of which libr~rians coald provide a compensating servicQ to
enlisted readers. Somo library boa rds out 01, local resouroes
have made special a.ttempts to meet tho library p rob Lem of training
centres in or n~ar their cities, bat in the main the provision of
reading ma te r i a'l for service personnel has be en left to v o.Lunt.c ry
agencies.

Childrents reading shows an i~rease. The newer school programs
01 stady, placing less reliance on a lew text books and recommend
ing access to a wide selection of books, d cub t Less have much to, do
with this". .

. Hnllfax, 'N.S. plans sarvey·of'City Librr.ry needs

The Hnlif2x Chronicle Deo.22,1943.

i....... ,

A decision to 'make a aurv ey of the library noeds in the city with 0.
viow to considering tho adoption of tho regional library systom was made
y ea t or dny by the Ralifnx RohnbilitntionCommittee whon, on the approval
of Dr. H.F. Munro, Sllperintendent of Edacation, the committee agreed to
engage the services of Miss Noro. Bateson, director of regioncl libraries
in Novn Scotia. Miss Beteson will study the sitUDtion in this city 2nd
rpport her findings to the committee. The meeting yesterday wes presided
ovor by Ira P. Macnab. Mayor J.E. Lloyd prosent. The committee decided
to Gccept as a basis for its work the terms of reference as decided apon
by tho finnnoe nnd executive committee of the City COllncil on Monday.
Finc.l pr-opar at.t ona wor o made 'with a view to the committee s tcrt i ng its
ac td v e work after the first of the yenr. It wc.s decided to meet on the
second and fourth Taesdey of ec ch month a t 5 ps m, a t the Public utilities
Boc.rdJs,offioe.'·'

The Hal i.f ax Chroniol~ Dec. 23.1943.

Librcry is received by Queen Eliz~beth High school,
. Hc.lifnx, N. S.

A deeply moving ceremony tookph:.ce .in QU' en Elizc.beth High Schoo 1
yos terdy nfternoon when Dr. [,-nd Mrs. G.A .. MacIntosh' formE.lly unveiled a '
photograph. Li.b ru ry and pl a que in memory of their son , 'Co.pt. Inn Hc.rris
MacIntosh, of the West Nova Scotia Regimont; who was killed in t re Ba t tl,e
of Sic:!. ly. A, former ond populrrr s tu de nt of LeMc.rchf'.nt Stroe t School end
HaLt f ax Acndemy. he wes most interested in oa de t work, c nd enlisted in
the HaLi f ax Rifles s.hortly a f tcr WC-I" began; After t ra i ning in CC!lede, he
was posted to ovcr see s du ty i,'.nd thro ugh his [,bili ty 2.S 0. soldier was
selected 10 r service in the Middle East. Jnmes Myrdon, School Bonrd
Chairman, who prc~ided emphcsized that grant benefit could be derived
from the books by the present and fu ture a tud errt s •. While the unv e I Lin g
W!J.s taking plnce, George Little, shcooldirector of music, pl£!..yed "The
Song of Nove. Scotia, " 8. gront favorite of InnJs, 8nd which has been ased
f re qua ntIy overseas by his regiment. It lives Ie-nls copy of the song whioh
was ua e d , au t og raphe d by t he nut hor-composer, his mother.' Dr , F .. G.
Morehouse. Supervisor of Schools, accepted the library, to be known QS

the IGn Harris MacIntosh Memorial Librer,y, plaqao and pictare on bahelf
of the Board of School Commissioners, and expressed their grc:titude for
the) gift. "It will be j uat t he beginning of the expan sion of the

. Iib ra ry , 'I Dr .. Mo·rehouse said.
o ,
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Saint John B~ariuh of the
Ma~itim~ Lib.rti~y Associ~tibrt

Aritl~~i Rl9portjl~.42':'1943..~ ..,. "'.

·.~ieBid.~ht'-krta tad:t~~ 61 ",lhe tj·~fHb:.;bhh· Btarid'~" ~1 ~.~.~~. M~t~A~

• ... I ..
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Mada~ P~esid~nt:-
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Dllting the aea so n 1942-1943 the Saint John Branch of the Mari
time "J"J,ibrary Association held fOllr meet Lngsvand sponsored a. talk
by LOllis .i\.rth,llr Cunni ngham, t oge t her with the Friends OJ[ the Li brar y.

. .
Phe following books were reviewed:

\ ,". \ .. ',

Pangoan Diary~ Head-hunting on the Solomon Islands:
The Aleutian islands.

Special talks wete given by the following speakers~

"The Museum - its ideals and aims. 'I Miss Ed1 th Hlldson
"Who dare to live." rel:1d "by Miss Mary- Fleet
"Virginia Woolf." Miss Bessie l\Tilson
"Jane Allsten~ II Miss Margaret Evans.

The club now has a membership of nine and one Honorary member.

Nov. 25 f 1943
M. Hope Jarvis

Secretary

I~-

(A f ur t.h er note from Miss Jarvis is appe nde d : ]
We had ouz Annual Meeting on the 25th of. November and Miss

Vaughan was re-elected President and the other members of the
execlltive r~ained llnchanged. Miss Kay Smith gave llS a very
interesting talk on the "Recent developments in Canadian Poetry".
I reviewed "A surgeon "s fight to rebuild nnnv , by Dr. Fred H. Albee.
At "our Oct obe r meeting this year Miss Paulino PUlwoll talked to us on
"Southern ItalyT! with spe c i at reference to Sicily and illustrated
her talk with material she had collected from both recent magazines
and h.r last· trip to Italy.

Library Interests in Moncton, N.B.

The Librarian of Moncton Public Library, Mrs. B.F. Moore, writes
good riews of the library activities in that city. From Nove~ber 29
to December 4 the Friends of the Library Association c cle bra ted
Library Week, chiefly by a drive for new members. At the beginning
of the week the rrambership was 250;·. the aim was to raise this to 500.
We have not the latest· report, but we believe this objective was in
a fair way of being attained. 'Tho Moncton Transcript, The Moncton
Daily Times and the Moncton BroadcD.sting. Compa'ny allcooporated to

mak o tho driv e a sue cess. One of the newspapers pubLi sh ed a his tory
of tho Whole library movement in Monoton f rcrn it s beginnings in 1911
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unt i L the present. The first homo of the Library wae in t wc rooms of
the Ci ty Bul Ld f.ng , s Don destroyed by fire. The und aunted citizens
ac qm r od from the C.N.R. an n t t r ac t Lve home for the Library known as
tho Archibald 'property, and oponed it to the pub i Lc in Janu£:,ry, 1927.
Since that time progress has been ste~~ 2nd rapid. Under tho gQllcnt
end efficient management of tho Libr~riQh, Mrs. B.~. Moore, the Libr~ry

servos not only 7000 of the citizens bllt J25 members of the Air Force.

--------------------------
,\

Notes and Personals

\iJe have received a copy of the t'irst Ls su e of The Library of Con-
.._gres_s", QUarterly JOllrnal of_Current_Acqllisitions. This is a s t r ong- -'

verit ure in the cause of co-operative scholarship. The d re t Lng ui she d
American poet and critic, Allen Tate, who has been appointed to the
Library's chair of poe~y in EngJLish, has agreed, at the re que at of the
Librarian of Congress,'to unde r take the editorship of the jOllrnal. .

Those members of the M.L.A. who attended the A.L.A. Conference
at Montreal in 1934, will remember Miss Marion V. Higgins, then on the
staff of the McGill Library School. At the.t time Miss Higgins was
compiling a gllide to the official pUblicaticns of Canada. A few months
La t e r this book was pub.Li ahe d by the A.L.A., unde r tho title,
cane df.an Government PUblications and is still an LnvaLua bLe tool in
tEe hands 01 competent librarians. In 1937 Miss Higgins joined the
fnclllty of the Library Sc]]ool of Emory University, from which position
,.shu retired september 1, 1943. '

Miss Marjorie Wickwire, Assista~t Libr.arian at Acadia University
from 1922 to 1943, end now a member of the library staff of till Depe r t »

ment of Minos and Resollrces at ottawa, .i s taking evening classes in
e dvanco d Library Science a t the Un'iver at ty of ottaw[~.

From the P.E.t~ Libruries we have received lists of t he vbobks
a ddcd- d ur-Lng 1943. Certainly the young Ls Lande r s ha v e (; r'Le h -hdr,itc.ge
in their regioa\l 1ibr~ry system. Tho book lists are mimoogtcphed
and bound in strong pa pe r' covers of va r-i ou s colors, decorated by an
originnl artist. When we look within we CQ;nc111do tho Selection'
Committee has not omitted one row book of e.ny distinction. These ar e
books for everybody, young and old, and in choico abllnd~nce.

On the night of 16th-17th April,1941, ab ou t two thirds of the
Mn1et Place premises of the No.tional Central Librar y in London was
destroyed by fire C811sed by enemy action. As D. reslllt cf the dcmoge
cD.llsed the nllmber of books in the Library wes redllced from 176,961
to 72~612. The latter .figllre had been increased to 81,740 by the end
of Febrllsry, 1943. ~

Library Journal? Dcc.15, 1943.


