
..,'. '~

LIBRARY

t
.~

I
~.

~ditor::

Uh

Dorothy Cullen,
Prince Edward Island Librar1es p

Charlotteto~, PoE.I.

JABl~lME LIBRARY ASSOCIAtION CONFEHENCE
. ~ ,. . ."

..
t ·, .~. ,,
"

The. 12th Conference of the Maritime L1brarv Assoelatiob
was held'. ~t Mt. Allls0t,l Universi tyon May 25 and 26, 1951 ..

T~e first session opened at 9030 a sm; The President, l\drso
J.G. Hart, welcomedforty-sev~ndelegates to the Conference
and expressed pleasure at the number of new members p~esento
Mr. Gray, repr-esentang Baker & TaylorV s Montr~al off1cewa;;
introduced to the members 0 ' , '

Mrs. ijart spoke bri~tly on the destruction of Mt. St. I

Vincent College by fire and reported that the Executive at
their meeting in Moncton in' February decided to present a copy
of the CoLumbsa Encyc.LopedLa. to the Library. A letter ~as re~d
from Sister Francis de. Sales, < the Librarian" thanking·the
Association.., for the gift and ~Jrpr,es~in~ r~8.ret' ~h,at she could

, not attend the conference. '. . " " ,

The Minutes of the last conference were read, and/with one
amendment approved. The Treasurer's report showed a balance
in the bank as of May 22, 1951 of $14l.7J~ Miss Barbara Smith'
was appointed to collect the registration feeS for the' Confer
ence, and the Secretary announced that librarians might p~y
th~ir membership dues for195i-52 during the Conference. '

Mr. Peter Grossman spo~e briefly on the new M.L.A. Con~

sti tution, which had been published in the Spring Bu~.letin.

He then moved that the old Constitution be rescinded and 'the
new one adopted.' Seconded by Miss r.iary CamerOI}; : the motion was
carried." '. ' .. _ .. _'" , ....

The President called for reports' of ~e various committees~
Mrs. M.J. Thompson, chairman of th~·N.oWinatingCommittee pre
sented the following slate of of.f1c~r~: .

. . - . ~ • 'l, ..
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1)resident: Ml'. Peter Grossman
Vice-President ~N.SQ) Miss Doro thy McKay
Vice-Pres.ident N.~.) Miss Elizabeth Condon
Vice-President PoE.Io) Miss Dorothy Cullen
Secretary-Treasurer :. MlssEvelyn Campbell.
Conference Chairman (1952) Miss Dorothy McKay

I t was moved by Mrs. Vernon and seconded by Mr. Boone that these
nominations be accepted.' Motion car-r'Led ,

Correspondence included a le~ter from Miss Morton bringing
greeting from the C.L.Ao and reporting on C.L.A. activities)/
and another accepting an invitation from the M.L.Ao to hold
the 1954 C.L.A. Conference in Haiifax. A letter from Sister"
Marie Michael)/ librarian of' the Extension Dept., st. Francis'~
University inviting the M.L.A. to meet in Antigonish in 1952
was deferred for consideration at a later ses sd on ,

,.

Miss Mary Cameron, chairman 9f the Bibliographic Centre
Commi ttee reported that circular'S had been sent to various
pl.l~lishers asking them to send a copy of all publications to
the Bibliographic Centre, Ottawa. It was noted that Maritime
entries appear in the catalogue of Canadiana coming from the
Bibliographic Centre. . .

Mr. Grossman reported for tqe Committee prepari.ng a brief
on Teacher Education. A brief·was presented to the Commission
which met'in Halifax late in 1950. The members of the
Commission welcomed the brief'and asked a number of questionso
Mrs. Vernon spoke also 'ontQe p~¢~eritation of the brief,
mentioning the interest shovm byth~ 'commissioners and the
recommendations they.' made 'r~g~r~ing .l!braries 0

Mr. Donald Redmond saiq h~ ~ad a ~omewhat negative report
fo~ the Re£ruitment Committee as ,the situation at present
makes it inadvisable to do much.iac t.i.ve r~cruitment on the
college level. Both Canadian"librarY schools are now full to
capaci ty and have a waiting list. He made the point that: .
there is perhaps need for sub-professional personnel and that
recruitment actiVities might start on the high school level •
There was some discussion on the accrediting of library schoolso
Mr. Redmond said that the Mt. st. Vincerit school would be
accredited if the A.LoAo were still giVing their usual'
certificate. The A.LoA. discontinued accrediting in 1947; it
will probably resume in 1952 or 1953. Mr. ijedmond reported that
the Mto St. Vincent Library school will open in the fall of
1951 and will have excellent quarters. . '.

vario~s projects designed to acquaint young people with
library work were mentioned.' Mrs. Hart. told of a conducted
tour of the library for students which was IIlo~lt ...succesat'ul. 0

The Halifax Library Association pr6v~ded into~mation and judged
. . ~ ,,~ f' '. -
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booklets onlibrariansh1p prepared by students in Halifax high
schools. Mr. Redmond reported that the liova Scotia Techlhioal
College will require of all engineers a course in the use ot
technical 1iterature and the \"11'1 ting of technical report(3..Mr ..
Redmond will, give this course'at the ne~tterm.

Next, repo'rts on library ma.tters in the three provinces
were heard. Mr. Grossman reported for Nova Scotia) as .follows:
Dalhousie University reports delay in the- oonstruction. of new
stackjl, but that the present administration offices will 'be
.available in December. Mr,. Bell, who bas been working in ten
library, has gone to 111brary School and will return to the
staff next year.. Acadia 'lost its former. Librarll1" Mr. Boone,
but Mr. 1I. W.• Ganong has been appointed to that post. ·St.
Francis Xavier reports a recru1t to the library prof'es.sion. in
a Mr,. Arsenault, who has been working in the library. The Mt.
St,. Vincent Library, which Vias totally destroyed by fIre, is
being partially rebu.il t by gittstrom other libraries. 'The
response to the appeal sent out by the Emergency Committee of
the C",L.A. has been magnif'icent a.nd the total is nowapproa.ch
j.ng 20J 000 ..

The Nova Scotia Research Foundation has acquired the Library
of~Congress printed catalogue; and is recel'Vlng the recent
volumes of the subject catalog. The library also reports in
creased use of its photostatequj.pment.

The Halifax M.emorial Libra.ry hopes to be open by September...
1.3,687 volumes have been catalogued to date.. Miss MacDonald,
formerly with the Yarmouth PubllcLibrary, 1s now in St,. John
and her successor has hot been ,appointed. Mrs. Baker has ieft '
the Dartmouth Public Library and has been Succeeded by Mrs.
Hutchinson.. ' . .

With regard to the Regional Libraries., four-regions are
now in operation.,. Cape Breton opened in September, Oolchester-
East Rants in November, ,and P1etouin .April,. The town of Bel''''
wick in Kings Oounty has ,joined the Annapolis Val4.-ey, but
there are nO\"1other immediate prospects or new developments •
Results are excellent1n all four regions .•

The Halifax Library Club has adopted and Consitution, and
is now the Halifax Library Associat1on..One major.- acGom.p11sh ...
ment of the year has been the publication of ftThe Dl.rectory
of Librarie:} Ln the Halifax Areau under the editorship of M'r.
Redmond, Who contributed most of the work to this project...

Ml"., Grossman also reported with plea.sure thata. n~r of
new librarians' had ~€~ to the province and were in positions
in va.rious libraries of' the provinc(~.

, ". ,
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. Miss Cullen reported for Prin.ce Edward Island, saying that
the libraries there had. had a bUsy yearo There was a steady
in~rease 'in the use of the l-1prary books by schools. Two new
branch libraries were built, these being COIDmlln.ity eff9rts\with
slight government assistance.f?;.' two-day workshop was held for
tpe custodians of the branch liprarles, 'and a' correspondence
course on library work continuea dur~ng the winter. .

.Miss Bishop said that the outs tandf.ng event in the library
world in !'lew Brunswick was a Bri~f presented' to the Minister
of Education, in',which a r-ecommenda t.Lon. for the establishment
ofa regional system of librari~s was madeo The Teachers 9

Association had discussed the Library Brief at their meetings
and had brought it to the attention of· the Ministerof .. Educationo
The Home and School Associatlon·backed up this Brief and 'made
a request for Regional LibrarieS. Miss.Bishop mentioned tnat
a loan collection was sent to Pqintde Butte from MouritAllison.
Mrs 0 'rhompson gave a brief "repor.t on the new Beaver-brook wing·
added to the University of New atunswic~ library. She said
'that there was a very finere~reational reading room, w~th

comfortable chairs, and a special collection of books, many
first editions. Miss Moira,ThQmpson is the librarian'of this
particular collectiori.· Miss Bishop went on to speak of th~
new library personriei that had come to the Provinceo Mr.Boone
is the new librarian of the L~slatlve Library~ and Miss Webb
to the University of New Brurisw~~k Library. Miss Eliz~beth

Condon is now the librarian of the Moncton Public Library and
Miss Helen Wilson is librariandf the st. John Vocational
School. - . .

A brief report on the M.L.A. Bulletin was given by the,
editor. The matter of local assistance in gathering news 'was
br-oiigh t up. Miss Mary Cameron [moved and Miss Helen WilSon ,y,-.
seconded that members be appodnced in various centres- to 'be·~·,
responsbile for sending news ariq"'other'material to Miss 'Cullen.
Motion carried. Tn,e following imember-s were appointed:' 1 " •

. ' • ~\ ., r .' \

,l-.'. Cape Breton
Halifax .
Annapolis
Colchester~
Ea~.ft Hants

Miss Helen Cummings
Miss Kathleen Currie
Miss Diana Lockhart:

~ i ~'I

Pictou Misslloreen'l?ailey
MODct0It- . Miss Elizaoeth

- Cundon
Fredericton MissAL"'Webb'
s e, John:'Mtso J.G.'Hart

"

The meeting concluded Vi1 ttl, .the appoantmen't of the
Resolutions Co~ittee, as follqw~:

. Mr. Ho B. Chandf.er , Chairman
Miss Gladys Black .
Miss-Elizabeth' Condon

, ; j "
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The delegates were entertained at luncheon by the Univ~rsityo

Greetings to the Association were extended by Dr. Tucker" dean
of t.he Faculty rof A~ts 0 ~ . . ,

The afternoon session opened in Beethoven Hall at 20300
Before the beginning of the afternoon~s program Mr. Grossma~

took the opportunity of telling the members about·a Book Fair
that might beheld in the NoSo Hotel; Halifax in the fall of
1951; The publishers are much interested, and'definite"plans

. are to be made by the end of Juneo . Miss Letts suggested that
the Young Canada's Book Week Committee might have. a dispJ:ay at
the fair, even if it were held fairly aarly. She menti~ned
also that she had been asked'to·arrange for Book Wee~ publicity
in the Maritimes, and asked for members from othe~provinces .
to work with her. Miss Frances MacMillan was appointed from
Prince Edward Island ·and Miss Bel~ from New Brunswicko .

Miss Mary Cameron, Chairman of the Committee, opened ,the
discussion on Salaries and Job Classificatlonso She outlined
the salary scale tnat she had worked out foi' the Halifax .
Memorial Library - the only complete scale of its kind in the
Mari times 0 She mentioned the various jobs included in the
schedule and ~ome of the difficulties in drawing up an
equitable scale ofsalarlesoOttierseon~ributedto the dis=
cussion, telling of the systems 'followed in their librarieso

,"! . • . . .' .' ."

Mro. G~ossman gave ·~br1ef survey of t.t'lv"~ history of
Mari time Library Association, br-LngLng ou. interesting side
lights on its early'vicissitudes and its subsequent·activlt1eso

The members adjourned to Hart Hall reception room where
teawas.~ervedanda pieasant,.hour spent with members of the
facul tyot lilt" Allison. . .. .

The evening session was· devoted to a discussion on
Certification for Librarianso Miss Wallace was-Chairman of the
Committee; whose other members were Miss Cameron and Miss McKay o •

Miss Wallace spoke for the Committee, and pointed out that
as educationalists, we should be interested in standards~ and
just as there is certificatic)n for teacb,ers, there should also
be certification for librarians. In the'library field; it will
be necessary to have certif~cation on the non-professional as.
wellas'the professional level. Miss Wallace said thatcert
ificationis a plan tor the ruture , 'There are different methods
ofCertification: . . .

1 •. Controlled by the Library A~sociatlon
:2 0 By Legisla tioD. ...



•

"

Ontario and British Columbia are the only two provinces
with certification in Canada. _This is controlled by legis·
la~ion and grants are given to librari~s based on the qual~
ification of the librarians employed. A library assoc~ation

would have to be very strong n~erically and financially to be
able to set up library standards; it was pointed out.. . " .

: Miss Wallace expressed app:h~~iation for the questionnaires
that were -filled out and returned -so promptly. Sh~ spoke, of
themany,librarians who have cOIl~ributed-to the library pro~
ression but have not had opport~ities for advanced study.
These librarians would have to bij taken into consideration in
any certification plans. There'~\~as some discussion' and Mr.
Chandler suggested that there be !'no legal standards but that
professional standards be adopteq,that would be acceptable to
Ij. brary bodies. I t was decided" to have the same Certification

- ~ , - -

Committee continue to work on stich a scheme as outlined and -
pr~sent it at the next conference. Following' themeetin~;
the delegates were entertained at the Mary Mellish Archibal
Memorial with a program of records; then Dr. and Mrs~Cuth
bertson served coffee at their home after the hour of,music
a~d,poetry. ~, ,-

i The topic for the'last session! 5 discp.ssions was BOOK
STOCKS, se-;J..ection;repair and discardirig of books. Miss Letts
"and Miss Cullen led the df scus s i on which touched, on the
chedce of books for commund ty ineeds , the duplication of titles,
the necessity for changing book$ ~n ~he branches of a "
regional system, etc. It seemed to be the unanimous opl,nJ,.on
that out-of-date technical books should be withdrawn, because
they give the library a poor reputation and cause dissatis
faction when a borrower is given an old text instead of the 
latest information ih fields 'where there is rapid change.
Some books, such as books on art, could not be judged accord=
ing to date. ,Mr. Chandler said thefe should be-a centra'L
depot where books could be kept .ratner- than discarded. Miss
McKay pointed out that with new facilities such as microfilm,
photostataI].d microcard there was less necessity for keeping
material at 'the local ,level. With regard to the exchange of
books, it was pointed out that often a book which does not
move in one commund by may' prove popular in another. Miss:
Letts felt that non-fiction that -is not circulating shouLd
not stay on public shelves 'more than six months. In response
to a ~uestion about reference books it appeared that some '
libraries have a definite amount apportioned for reference
books each year; others buy what seems, necessary without having
a regular pqrtion of·th~ bqdg~t for tn~l;[I.~ -. . . "'.,; ~ .' .

. , ...J
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Mr. Grossman extended an invitation for the Association to
meet in Halifax next year, saying that members would probably
be interested in a chance to see the new Halifax library in
operation as well ,as ttie new buf.LdIng at Mt. St. Vincent. 'l'he
members were in favor of accepting this invitation. The
Secretary was asked to writ~ to Sister Marie' Miqhael express
ing thanks for the invitation'to Antigonish and the hope that
we could meet thEfre ario ther year ~ , , ,

Following the report of the Resolutions Committee the Con
ference adjourned •

Bonar Law-Benne t t -~ibra:rY ?- t U.N. 130
i ' ~ .

On May 15 the Bonar Law-Bennett Library was formally ope~
ed at the University of New B~uhswick~ "The ceremony was held
in the Lady Beavezbrock gYfimapi~ wftp Lord Beaverbrook,
chancellor of the 'University in ~ttendance. Joining in making
the presentation ,of Lord Be~v~rprook!s. gift w~re fit.Hon.
Richard Law, son of Bonar L'aw~ and Capt ; R,V 0 Bennett, brother
of the late Lord Bennett. '

The new library incorporates, the old boNoBo library, a
new wing containing the Beaverbrook colle.ctions, and new
stackso The main floor of the new wing is the Recreational
R~adiqfLR~om which contadnscsome ,12,000 volumes procured ... -
especi,ally for t~e Yniversity.'oy th~ cnancel Lonj.iaj.cng wltn many
rare books and p~pers coll¢ct~d:,by Lord: Beaverbrook during his
years of public and. ~siness ~ife. The reading room is
panelled inbirdsey~ maple-with wine carpeting and leather
furniture. Rooms on the second floor, house private 'papers and
documents of three famous ,Empire prime mipisters~ ,Andrew
Bonar Law, Earl Davi.d Lloyd George and Richard Badf'or-dYds-.
count Bennett , ' " ' ' ",..,' . , . .

Wri ting in th~ -¥ari t ime Advocate, Robert S. McGowan' says
f1As a centre for-po:Liticaland historicalstudYJl the library
wj,ll be unique in its: coverage of the Lloyd George''';' Bonar
Law- Bennett per~o<l', and will attract t.o UoN.B. great .--
scholars and biographers as well as post-graduate stu~ents who
wish to specialize a.n,this field".

, : t ~.

NEWS OF MARITIME LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS

Miss J essie Mifflin, Regional Librarian for Newfoundland
spent a week visiting regional libraries iIi Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island on her way home from the C.L.Ao Confer-
ence in Torontoo ' .:

". ~
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~iss Gleaver,. one of the library staff of tHe University of
Alberta, made a visit to tIle headquarters and Sydney Branch of
the Cape ~reton Regional Libraries on June 27th.

. .. . .. \

New"staff-m~mbets for the Cape Breton Regional Libraries
will be Miss Marjorie Bailie of the university of Alberta
staff; and Mrs. Roberta:Gilbank from the Owen Sound Public
Library. They witii assUme their new dut~es early in the fall.

• . . '~ .. .• ',. t • . . _ _ .

Miss Ruby Wallace, Chf.e'f Librarian of the Cape .dreton
Regional lib~?lries, and Mr~.M~rgaretMa~eill, of the library
staff have been enjoying th~irv~cation in Ontario.

Mr. James MacEa9her9n, th~ bookmobile librarian for the
Cape ~reton regional ligrari~s, is on vacation. Mr. Mac
Eacheron has followep. tllose fa~ous words, uGo west, young man,
go westl" . .'

Rumor has it th~re are. plans afoot for the formation of a
new society for librarians. lr~is group .to be known as SDFL is
explained as the Soc~ety for the Defrustinp of .F'rustrated
Librarians. Those librarians who would be interested in such
a society are cordiai~y invite~.to join the SlJF'L. Dues of
$1.00 per annum. All money collected to be used for the pur
chase of defrusting materials. Charter members will form a
WaYs and Means Committee, acting on the sLggestions of those
members who are truly interested in this noble work.

prince· Edward Island
The Alberton Branch of the Prince Edward Island Libraries

is doing a thriving business in :t.ts new building, which was
officially opened on June 7. Miss Eva Dyer, the librarian,
says the people are very pleased to have the library open
again. Last June the library had to vacate its rented premises,
and no otherisuitable quarters were available. The Library
Committee decided to erect a permanent building, and with the
donation of a very well-situated lot by Mr. J.A. Waugh the pro
ject was off to a good start. Now through community co-oper
ation and hard work on the part of the building committee,
advised by Mr• .ti. B. Chandler,.d--'Alberton has a neat cottage
style library, twenty-two by thirty-six feet, finishc'd on the
outside with oiled cedar shingles, green roof and whlte trim.
The interior walls are in a soft shade of green, with the
children's corner in light yellow. Silk screen prints of works
by Emily ~arr, A.Y. Jackson and others adorn the walls. Shelves
provide space for about two thousand books. The library is so
designed that it may be used for film programs, small meetings,
etc.; it is equipped with electric lights and outlets, and is
heated by an oil furnace.
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The program for the opening of the Library was held in
the Women's Institute Hall with Rev. J.R.MacMahon as chairman.
Dr. L.W.Shaw, Director of Education for 'Prince Edward Island,
and Mr. H. B. Chandler, Librarian, were among the speakers.
Following the program the assembly proceeded to the library
where Mr. J.W. Waugh opened the door and declared the library
officially opened. Tea was served· by la9.1cs of the community.

E~rlier in the day school children of the lower grades
assembled in the library where they heard a talk on the use
of the library by Miss Frances MacMillan from Library head
quarters, and enjoyed a number of recor4ings of children's
stories. ' ,

Rey. Allan MacDonald, who recently graduated from the
Library School, University of Toronto, has been appointed to
the staff of St~ Dunstan's University, Charlottetown. '

While checking books in a branch a staft member of the
P.E.I.Libraries had a question neatly asked and answered.
The title ora book in the children's sect1oI,lasked, "Vlhat
shall I read?". Standing next to it oQtpe shelt' was the
answer, "Everything and anything"l '

Saint~

Art classes for children will be held during the summer
in the Boys and Girls Room of the Saint John Free Public
Library!. Arranged!?y tp.e S;aint JohhArt Association they
will be conducted' by Miss V~ra Dav~s of Montreal, and will
run for six weeks - four mornings ror children'lto 8, and
two "aftexnoGlls a week for the' 8 ' to :" +6 group., '

::Mj;'ss Doreen Gillen, "a student at Mount Allison, is
member of th~ Saint Johq Free publip ~ibrary staff for
summer months.' . "',, .

,""",',.,,'". "

. Mrso Hart asks: II Do you:neeci, letters for bulletin boards?
lY'{a,~e~masters'ets of letters 'from alp,habet stencils, and make
~lItf:f'erent colored letters outor 'construction paper ,to 'fit your
rieeds 0 They can be pinned with' tiriyp:t.ns to the boar-ds ins tead
of thumb-tacked 0 ,The .,sm'all~:r'lett~i;s can be traced on 'yo~r ' , .
posters too. ,Traces of' gunmen ox: bucking proncoscut inqlack
q:i:!', ,brown construction yapermay caii a t t.errt.Lon to jackets 'D.§.
westerns and my~t-,erl~s.' . ,
,",Piisting the .. jacJlet blurbs inside each .book. will do wonder-s
.~p{~j¢P circulat.a.on an~also,~~Jp:::\the staff~' When peop:J,.e .ask
f-~C?~~" cooks you can tu:t;n to tb'fJ pl4Pb and Let tn em make rup
~~~i.r own minds. For ch~ldr~rit~.~~e~~;;,the, ja~ket pictur~", ,
p.~,st~g on the cover and coat~d'w~tn",,~h~llac WillI add,tq(~l?efr
J~\;;:tt:<l'ft;Lyen~~s 0 ,II " .. , , ';' " t

,
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On June 20th, the Halifax Children's Library was offic~ally

closed and its books and effects handed over to the Children's
Department of the Halifax Memorial Library~ . For fourteen
years the Junior League of Halifax has been operating ·the
only public children's library in the area, hopefully waiting
each year for the City to take over the task. The Halifax, ..
Memorial Library is grateful, not only for the hundreds of .
books they are receiving, but even more for the work that
has been done to help make the children of the neighborhood
library conscious.· .

.. ~
Two new members have been added to the Halifax Memorial .~~

Library staff: Miss Mary Falconer, Chief Circulation Libra
rian, Mrs •.Mildred MacLaren, Circulation Librarian •.

NO~ICE TO LIBRARIANS

Bindings in cloth'or leather and repair can now be carried
out·by highly skilled craftsmen at University Press of New
BrunSWick, Fredericton. Newspapers~ magaZines and m~u

scripts bound at competitive prices. Pnobo-engravtng and
printing in single or multi-color and lithography. Expert
can Visit to advise. M•.~ardell,·ManagingDirector.

Miss Patricia O'Neill is being transferred from Regional
Headquarters in Halifax to the Pictou County Regional Library.
Pat will .take u~ her duties as bookmobile librarian there
in August. .

Juniper, y.

The annual report of the Juniper school l:i,.brary,presented.
by the librarian, Miss L. Blanche Peterson, to the library.
board, showed that 2500 book loans were made to school
children during the·· year~ Adul~~i. ~so showed increased, .'"
interest, and borrowed four tim~~; as many books as the..y:.~t
before. The library now contai~~·l. ~154 books, many new.;,po9.ks
bedng added during the winter tl;itoP-gh Fhe generosi ty o~. Mr.;~ .
and Mrs. Hugh. John Flemming, who ' $.lso prOVide several . . ...
magaZine subscriptions for the ttPpary.
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