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Kikuyus and Kazakhs
 

As this issue will quickly attest , the 26th Confer­
ence of the APLA has passed and librarians are once again 
heavily engaged" manning the barricades". In the circum­
stances, they are unable to give much thought to the Confer­
ence, either in personal or corporate terms. Executives of 
this association must, however, concern themselves with this 
question as it relates to our professional ideals and to future 
challenges. 

Letters cont inue to arrive at this desk congratulat­
ing the executive for what is termed "an inspiring and worth­
while conference" - whatever that may mean. We have 
once again been feted by governmental agencies, hosted by 
a university, complimented by the opinion makers, and en­
couraged by taxpayers, many of whom sense only vaguely 
that books are a good thing and that the persons who dis­
pense them should be tolerated, even supported. 

It is very tempting , in this creme de menthe afte r­
glow, to assume ihat all is well and that we do , indeed, still 
have our hand to the ark of culture. But it should be no se­
cret that some members of your executive share the chagrin 
of a chess player who finds that he has been pitted against a 
computer which has been programmed for draughts. The 
agenda, the technical papers, the resolutions and reports ­
all these smack of the kind of librarianship which we have 
come to know. We must however ask ourselves what rela­
tionship this all bears to the world of "Library 21"; to a dia ­
logue in Detroit concerning whether or not to kill a mocking­
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bird on the chance that it may not be a classic; or to the anal­

ogy between librarians and dandelions which Neal Harlow 

evoked in Toronto on the subject of library education, now 

so critically pressing? 

Perhaps some persons on your executive suffer 

from conventionitis but they , apparently, are forced to de­

duce that a majority of our members are about as disengaged 

from the true battle, as disenchanted of the magic or the ex­

plosive quality of a book, as one might well become and 

still be paid the salary of a librarian . No, we are not talk ing 

about the problem of converting late Edwardians into random 

access prodigies, or of the ALA 's current appeal for what it 

calls "barracuda bites instead of mere nibbles" at large, and 

even more ambitious education and construction acts. What 

we do appeal for is a librarian whose stance and comment on 

a conference floor reveals an inner compulsion about the 

power of a book. 

Some of us entered th is profession because, among 

other things, President Lincoln was able to greet Harriet 

Beecher Stowe as the little lady who started a civil war , a civil 

war incidentally which is still with us and which has , ironically 

if not understandably , once again brought books to a focal 

point of interest. 

We learned some weeks ago that a book about the 

problems of the African Kikuyus and Kazakhs by Barbara 

Ward has had President Johnson so by the ear during recent 

months that , as he says , "I read it like I do the Bible." The 

book is available to the masses , incidentally , for one dollar . 

Does this simple news not stir, alarm , or otherwise excite li­

brarians? Do librarians in this region no longer suspect that 

the next book which they write, read , or charge out at a cir­

culation desk could make or break the president of a nation , 

of a company, or of a bridge club? Do we still possess some 

of the vision which first prompted us to speak to a guidance 

counsellor about Iibrarianship? 

If so , let us in all conscience get our feet upon the 

convention floor. Let us, as professional librarians, beg in 

to look infectious; let us give this APLA executive some 

guidance and direction-or the back of our hand . 

F. E. G. 
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Dr. Hunter was chairman 01 the library Com­
millee of the Memorial University College and has 
been a member of the Newfoundland Public Libraries 
Board from its inception in 1935, being Chairman of 
the Board from 1935·1950. The following is the 
theme paper delivered recently before the 26th APLA 
Conference in 51. John's, Nfld. 

Dr. A. C. Hunter 

Public Library Service 
In Newfoundland 

Part I 

No account of the library services 
of Newfoundland would be very useful without 

pre a ratory descript ion or the conditions 
whch determined or influenced their establish­
ment and growth. I shall try to be brief, on 
the assumption that the conditions of life in 
the Maritime Provinces are in many respects 
similar to those in Newfoundland. 

Geography is especially important in 
the case of Newfoundland, and the reader 
should have before him a good map of the 
Province. The Avalon Peninsula, in which 
is St. John's and which contains about one­
fifth of the population, is almost an island, 
joined by an isthmus so narrow that you can 
see across it. Thanks to its southerly la ti­
tude--St. John's is on a level with central 
France--and the not too distant Gulf Stream, 
the Avalon Peninsula has relatively mild 
winters, zero temperatures being rare, and 
there are only occasional and not prolonged 
interruptions of communications; but as you 
go into the interior and northwards, winter 
conditions become more difficult; and in that 
long northern peninsula, thrusting 150 miles 
towards the arctic, they still condemn the in­
habitants to long periods of isolation. 

If you came to this Conference by 
air, as no doubt you nearly all did, and if you 
were rortunate enough to ha ve a cloudless day 
enabling you to see the earth below, you must 
have been divided between an exclamat ion­
How beautiful! - and the question - Wha t on 
earth do the people live on? The answer to 
the qu estion is evident in every fishing village. 
The barren interior supports but little human 
life. Subtract St. John's and the few indus­
trial towns and it is still true that Iour-fif ths 
of our half million people live along a 6000 mile 
coastline in small villages; Ior the moment I 
am leaving Labrador out or account. My 
study of a recent map revealed that between 
Cape St. Francis and Bay de Verde alon e there 
are some sixty settlements on the water's edge . 
Of th ese only four are shown as having more 
than one thousand people. Between the end 
of the road joining St. John's to th e south 
coast and the beginning of the Trans-Canada 
Highway at Port Aux Basques, I counted nearly 
seventy; just on e is shown as exceeding one 
thousand. Starting at St. Anthony, almost 
at the tip of the northern peninsula and pro­
ceeding southward along the new highroad, 
you will travel well over 200 miles before you 
come to a town of more than one thousand souls. 
Between Badger, near the centre of t he Is­
land, and Bay D'Espoir which is one hu ndred 
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mil es to th e sou t h, the ma p reveal s not a sin gle 
set t lement. It shows no roads a long the south 
coas t fr om R ose Blanche , twen ty miles from 
P or t aux Basqu es, to Bay D' Espoi r , nor a long 
t h e east si de of the gr ea t n or t hern peninsula. 
E lsewh er e se t tlements a re m ostly link ed t o 
each o t her an d to t he ma in highways by road s 
of so me kind, usu ally n arrow gr avel t ra cks 
mor e suitable for ho rse-d raw n ca r ts t han for 
au tomobil es; on t he Avalon, of course, good 
roads co nnect most of the set t led areas. Such 
is t he pi cture in 1965 bu t we ha d a far d ifferen t 
situa t ion whe n ou r pu bl ic library was com ­
m enced thi rty years ago . If, du r ing yo ur 
s t ay , y ou ca re to listen in to C .B .C. at 8 o'cloc k 
in t he mo rnin g yo u will f nd that af t er reg aling 
y ou wit h doings a nd sa y ings of politicians , 
str ike rs , a nd such peopl e, the news bulletin 
goes on to t wo it ems of real im po r tance : th e 
m ovem en ts of t he num erou s steamers plyi ng 
al ong the va rio us stretches of coast ; a n d the 
mar in e weather fo rec ast. Bot h poin t to the 
t ruth that the sea is the norm al medi um of 
tra ve l. Speak in g of ra dio progra mmes re ­
mi nds me that from t he beginn in g of broad­
cas ting in N ewf oundlan d un til on ly a few 
months ago , the mos t important pr ogram me for 
th e maj ority of Newfoundland ers was the D oy le 
news bulletin . Ge ral d D oyl e, in ciden tall y for 
so me ye ars an a ct ive me mber of t he P u blic 
L ibraries Board, was a suc cess ful b usi ness ma n 
who had th e id ea of inviting peopl e a ny where 
in th e co untry t o se n d by letter , te legra ph or 
t eleph one, it ems of persona l or local interest 
for tra nsmi ssion ove r th e ai r . T wice a da y 
fo r 4 5 min utes t he bu lletin co m pi led by his 
office was lis t ened to in every to wn and ham­
le t of N ewfound la nd. It co nstituted a hu m a n 
document of a m ovin g kin d. I t repor ted on 
th e cond it ion of out- port people in city h os­
p it a ls, an noun ced dep artures an d a rrivals , 
births , de a ths, a nd mar r ia ges; pa s t or im pend­
ing fu nctions a t ch u rches an d fr ate rna l lodges. 
W ho wo uld fail t o be moved to hear su ch a 
m essa ge as : " To Abe S mith aboa rd t he vesse l 
J ane an d Mary, fr om Uncl e Geor ge, so r ry to 
say M ary passed away, co me when yo u ca n." 
Only t his y ear h a d th e mea ns of public com­
municatio n become so widespre ad an d relia ble 
as to rend er the la te Mr. Doyle's bu lletin n o 

lon ger n ecessary, thou gh C.B.C. itself has ke pt 
certa in of i ts fea tures as an indi s pensable pub ­
lic se rvice. 

If I te ll yo u these t hings it is no t 
t o en terta in yo u , let al on e to incite in y ou som e 
emotion of commiseratio n ; sti ll less t o impute 
bl ame to any one, present or past. It is si m ply 
to pu t to you an d hel p yo u to rea lize the pe­
culia r d ifficul t ies faci ng the provisio n in N ew­
found land of normal pu bl ic ser vices in clu ding 
t hose of librar ies . Tha t the situation has 
changed in recen t ye a rs a n d wi ll doubtl ess con­
t inu e to chan ge for the better, even more 
quickl y , is of course tr ue. Never thel ess th e 
main fea tu res remain t he same a n d mu s t be 
ta ken into a ccou n t in a ny plan ning for the 
futu re. In any case my ma ndate is chiefly 
with t he pa st a nd presen t. 

Af t er geograp hy, we mus t consid er 
history, pa r tly beca use mainl an d Ca nadia ns 
ar e often u ninfor med or misin forme d about 
thei r ten t h P rovin ce bu t chiefly be ca use er- r­
tai n historical facts ha ve a clasp bea r ing u pon 
t he story of pu bl ic librari es. You kn ow, of 
co u rse , that un t il 194 !J Newf'ound lan d was a 
d omini on, alo n g wit h Ca na da , N ew Zea land , 
Australia a nd Sou th Africa . Bein g- al mos t 
wholly depend ent up on th e sa lt cod fish in­
d us try , N ewfoun dl an d' s eco nomy was h it pa r t i­
cu la rly hard by t he grea t de press ion of t he 
ea rly 30 's an d in 1932 t he cou ntry qu ite si mply 
wen t bankru pt . The ca retaker go vern men t 
tha t inherited th is misfortu ne appeal ed to th e 
govern me nt a t Wes t mi nster . A co mm iss ion 
was sen t ou t to in qu ire in to t h e sit uat ion a nd 
its causes. Its repor t , known as t he Amu lre e 
R epor t , a f ter its chief au t hor, ass erted t ha t 
the catastroph e was not du e to na tural c a U S0S 

alon e a n d re commended th e sus pension of t he 
co nstitu ti on un t il the country was again so l­
vent . T his was effected a nd go vernme nt by 
an executi ve of six appoi n ted members p re­
sided over by t he governor ca me into bei ng . 
Th e mand ate of t he Com miss ion of Gover n­
men t, as it was ca lled, was pr im ari ly t o a d­
minister t h e pu blic aff a irs wi t h econom y a nd 
honesty, to refor m t he civil se r vice a nd to pr o­
mo te or ass is t wh atever con duced to th e eco-

Dr. H unter was born in Yo rkshir e, educate d at Oxford and the Univers ity of P aris, an d 
jo i ned the Facull y of the Me m ori al Un iversit y College of N ewfo u ndland as H ead of the Dep artme nts 
of E ngli sh an d Fr ench on its inaug ura tion i n 1925. W hen in 1 949 the College received it s char ter as 
the M emori al Universi ty of N ewfoundland he was appointed D ean of Arts and S cience and on his 
retir em ent in 195 8 was given the ti tle of Dean Emerit us. He holds the doctorate in letters of the Un­
iversity of P ari s an d in 1962 was m ade an hono rary Doctor of L etters of the Memo ria l Un iversity of 
Ne wfoundland. (He is a gold m edall i st of the A cademic [r ancaiee) 
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nomic stability of the Island. But the C om­
mission was not to confine its thoughts and ac­
tivity to the economy in the narrow sense. 
The Amulree Report had emphasi zed, with 
other defects, the complete la ck of publ ic li­
brari es and t he almost complete a bs ence of 
lo cal muni cipal go vernmen t both of which re­
ceived the attention of th e new go vernment. 
N ev ertheless its watch words were retrench­
ment and reform and it certainly ob served them 
with thoroughness and persisten cy. The Sec ­
ond World War came as a great bo on. If that 
sounds crude and cynical I am onl y admitting 
frankly what is true of other countries that re­
mained outside the theatre of war . And I am 
only talking about money. N ewfoundland's 
loss es in men were cruel. But the history of 
the cod fishery shows that wars have al ways 
brought pr osperity and by t he end of the 1939 
war Newfoundland was not only s olve nt. again 
but had , for so s ma ll a cou n t ry , a very consider­
able credit balance . It was th en of COUrse that 
there took place the negotiation s which cul­
m inated in the entry of Newfoundland in t o 
Canadian confederation and th e es t a blis h men t 
of the present parliamentary cons t it u ti on . 

The relevance to my subject of this 
br ief historical retrospect is that our public 
libraries had their beginnings a t the wor st mo­
men t of this period of adversity : one of wha t 
th e poet ca lls t he sweet uses of ad ve rs ity . If 
it had not been for the situation just s ketc hed 
by me , Newfoundland would ha ve waited a 
long time for libraries ; she might indeed s t ill 
be wai ti n g. As mentioned, a par t icula r para­
gra ph in the Amu lree Report had drawn a tten­
t ion to th e lack of public librar ies, looking 
upon it quit e ri ghtly as cont ribu ti n g to the 
unwholesome general situation which t he Re­
port cons id ered largely r esponsi hla for New­
foundland's fall from grace. By public li­
braries was meant free libraries, main tained 
out of public fu nds . Their ab sen ce d oes not 
just ify us to think of St. Joh n' s an d Newfound­
land as bookless and illi terate. For y ea rs there 
was the Athenaeum subscription library. Thanks 
to the kindn ess of Mr. D . H . Murray , whose 
fat her was a member and officer of th e Soci ety, 
I have be en able to consult th e printed ca t a­
logue of some six thousand books for th e year 
1888, from which it is clear that the Society 
had wide and cultivated tastes. Even more 
inter esting, I learned from the same friend that 
in 1892 his father ga ve a small library of books 
to be pl a ced aboard each of th e thre e coas t a l 
stea mers ope ra t ed by Harvey and Co mpany-

The Grand Lake, The Windsor Lake and the 
Virginia Lake--for circulation to the people 
of the settl em ents visited by them. This 
library was known as the Coastal Steamship 
Company Library, a nd it bore those words as a 
book plate. Its su ccessor, the Travelling Li­
brary, due lik ewise to philanthropical concern 
for the ill-s er ved people of the out-harbours, 
and maintained by a te am of devoted ladies in 
St. John's, despatched by any suitable means 
deposits of books in boxes for retention as long 
as necessary, usually the whole winter. Ther e 
were also acti ve bo ok clu bs. 

Whilst a d mi t t in g the serious inade­
quacy of these me asures I find myself wishing 
that their virtues might be retained when th eir 
functions ar e taken over by the state or th e 
municipality. On e of t.he first decisions taken 
by the Commiss ion of Government was to es­
tablish a fre e public library in St. John's. 

The Commiss ioner for Public Utilities 
called toget her a number of likely people, men 
and women who were la t er incorporated und er 
charter as the Public Libraries Board of N ew­
foundland, and it elec te d me as its chairman, 
my qualification being that I had been in charge 
of the library of the Memorial University Col­
lege, then in its ninth year. Incidentally, the 
adoption of th e caus e of libraries by that d e­
partment had its mer its, outweighed however 
in the long run by th e d isadvantage of ha ving 
the Department of Education dis sociated fr om 
library services in th e in t eres t ing years of th eir 
r-stabllsh ment . 

Th e Boa rd 's mandate was in t he fir st 
place to esta bli sh a library in St. John's. The 
upper floor of the Museum Building, the ground 
floor of which is occupied by the present li­
brary, wu. pl aced at the disposal of the Board, 
and we wer e au t ho rized to budget for adminis­
trative expe ns es . Wh en I tell you that the 
amount for sa la ri es was $3000 in a total bud­
get of $11,000 y ou will realize how slender was 
the shoes t ri ng. For books th e Board relied 
chiefly upon gifts. The widow of a former 
mayor pr esented his va luab le library, and th at 
is why t he cit y libr ar y bears his name, Go sl in g. 
The Carnegi e Corporation of New York pro­
vided a subsidy of se vera l t.housand dollars, 
and the librari an had his pick of the form er L eg­
islative Library, which was then in danger of 
dispersal. Sir Edgar Bowring, a benefactor of 
St. John's, after whom Bowring Park is named 
-he gave th e land to the city-made a gift 
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of $2000 which was devo ted t o t he purchase 
of child re n 's books; a nd Lord R ot hermer e, 
af t erwards the first Chan cellor of the Un iv er­
s ity of N e wfoundlan d, pr esen ted t wo thousa nd 
volumes. In one way and another we a c­
cu mula te d bo oks, and wh en t he Gosling M em­
or ial Library was op en ed to the publi c of St. 
J ohn's in 1934 by Hi s Excellen cy Sir David 
Murray Ander son, it had a bout 10,000 books 
a t the d isp osa l of its pa t ro ns . I will not say 
t hat th e G osling Library filled a long fel t wan t. 
H is one of t hose t hi ngs t he lack of whi ch yo u 
d on't feel unt il it has been fulfilled: then y ou 
wonder however you did without it. So it 
was in this ca se, and th e publ ic library qui ckly 
became one of those inst it u t ions whi ch nearly 
e veryo ne takes for granted. 

I shall not t ire y ou with prol onged 
hi s tory; just a few landmarks. From the 
s tart the Board to ok over the Tra vell ing L i­
bra ry , a d m inisteri ng and developing it fr om 
its ow n se parate pr emi ses. In the one big 
room of t he Museum Bu ild ing the Libr ar ian 
a nd his exiguous staff co ntrived circ ul ation, 
rea ding, refer ence an d a ch ild re n's library- an d 
d id it successfully . I a m tempted to interject 
at th is poin t t hat a mi ni mal budge t, cram ped 
quar ters a nd ex te m po rised fa cili t ies a re not 
wholly bad . T hey com pel conce ntration on 
essentials, evoke the s pirit of de votio n a nd dis­
in ter es ted se rvice a nd crea te fellowship . I 
a m willin g to guess that t hose mem be rs of t he 
sta ff who a re still wit h us loo k bac k up on t hose 
ea rly ye ars as happy years. Bu t to return, 
it was not un t il 1948 t hat t he Library rel in­
quished t he upper floor in order to ma ke room 
for t he recons t itu ted mu seu m, an d entere d into 
possessio n of th e gro und floor a nd basement , 
so ac qu irin g a pub lic room for circ ulat ion , 
read ing, a nd reference, ha ving direct access 
fro m th e s t reet ; a sep ara te ch ildre n' s room 
having its own entrance; work ro oms, offices 
and staff rooms. Space was found too for th e 
headqu ar ters of th e Tra vell ing Library. 

In t he mean t ime had taken pla ce a 
dev elopmen t which is in ter es t ing eno ug h to 
ju stify a fur th er his tori cal excu rs ion . A na t iv e 
of one of t hose in numerable little towns I ha ve 
spoken of returned on a holiday afte r many 
years a bsence in N ew E nglan d and was shocked 
t o find th at h is na tive plac e ha d no library . 
B a ck in N ew E ng la nd he set to wor k to ma ke a 
collect ion of boo ks, th e next ye ar renewed his 
visit to his ho me town, t a k ing his books with 

him, found housing for th em and arran ged wit h 
respon sible peopl e there to oversee t heir cir­
culat ion . H e had fou nded the firs t out-of­
town library . T o se t up a libra ry is one thi ng , 
t o maintain it is an ot her as he soon foun d out. 
H e a pplied to t he Pu blic Libraries Board for 
assis tance and we wer e of course ha ppy to 
give as mu ch as we cou ld fr om ou r na rrowly 
limited resour ces. M or eov er we saw in J oseph 
Clouter 's enter prise a model to copy a nd we 
worked out a sch em e of regiona l libraries for 
which we won officia l appro val an d mon etary 
support. The lin es laid d own were few and 
simple. Any co m mu nity of about one t ho u­
sand peopl e or more wh ich undertook positiv e 
steps to form a library under t he dir ect ion 
of a com mi ttee of resp onsibl e person s wh ich 
coll ect ed book s or mon ey to buy th em, and a 
place for hou sing and circ u la t ing them, migh t 
apply t o t he Board for assistance. If th e Board 
wa s sa t isfied wit h t he ir bon a fides, and on for­
mal a ccep tan ce of cer ta in condit ions an d of a 
simple cons t it u t ion, it issued a certificate of 
a ffilia t ion . The assistance offe re d was a bas ic 
s t ock of boo ks ready accessioned an d cata­
logued , an a nnua l subsi dy towards the cost 
of a dminis tra t ion, a nd te chn ica l su p plies a nd 
ad vice. In doll a rs a nd cents it looks ludi­
cro us, based on ou r pres ent affluence, when 
workers refuse as a n incre ment what they would 
ha VI' been willing to accept th irty yea rs ago 
as a n an nual salary, but we must remem ber 
th at in the days I am reca lling Newfou nd lan d's 
bud ge t for t he whole of edu ca t ion was li ttl e 
mo re than hal f a m illion dollar s. T he s tock 
of books pr o vided in ou r scheme was $400 
worth a nd the su bs idy ju st over $200, fla t ra te, 
regard less of t he popu la t ion of the to wn . N eed­
less to say the la dies who acted as Iibr ari a ns 
did so without pa y or for a me re to ken pay­
ment. 

Tha t th e sche me was found a ttra c­
tiv e is pr ov ed by th e speed wi th wh ich it was 
taken up . Before lon g a supervis ing librar ian 
had to be a ppoi nted. Only two peopl e have 
occupied th e posit ion, bot h exce llent , t he sec ­
ond bein g M iss J essi e :M iffi... n wh om you know 
so well a nd for whom the Pu blic L ibr ar ies 
Board blesses a kind Pro viden ce. I t was t he 
for m er however who devised a cer ta in useful 
adjunct to th e R egio nal L ibraries scheme. When 
aft er t he Second War peop le bega n to talk about 
memor ials to the dead, he promp ted the m 
t o cons ider a do pti ng for them the form of li­
brary bu ild ings. At his sugges t ion the B oar d 
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obtained treasury authority for a building 
fund which enabled us t o meet halfway any 
library co m mittee whi ch undertook to bu y or 
bu ild and equip su itable pr em ises. This plan 
wa s also well re cived a nd I hope you may 
ha ve the chance to see one or more of the a ttrac­
t ive town librari es whi ch are the fruit of this 
scheme. 

Frui t of ano th er kind grew ou t of the 
regional librari es. It was obvious that th e 
willing amateurs wh o took charge of them 
need ed a modicu m of training in the ar t of Ii­
brarianship----sorry ; I sh ould have said th e 
science, but I am old -fas hioned and still think 
of the art of librarianship, as I think of t he art 
of medicine and the ar t of teaching. So the 
pr ofessional staff organized a summer scho ol 
and the Board assisted regional librarians t o 
at tend it . It ha s be com e a bi-annual fun ction 
and altnough it has assumed the m ore pr e­
stigious, fashi onable na m e of a conferen ce it 
has remained a fr iend ly get-together as well as 
a means of instruct ion . 

In St. J ohn's t he Library grew rapidly 
in public favour, par t icul arl y a mong thos e mo st 
in need of books, and for som e t im e means and 
res ources grew with demand. The hand ing 
ove r t o th e Publ ic L ibrar ies Board of th e whol e 
bu ild ing, except t he upper floor, made it pos­
sib le in 1948 to ho us e a mu ch larger sto ck of 
boo ks, to build up and stimula te the children 's 
library in its own qu arters, separately a ccess­
ibl e, and to offer reasonable accommodati on 
t o t he growing s ta ff whi ch, in its turn, was ab le 
t o undertake such im port an t ta sk s as th e in­
dexing of periodicals a nd to devel op in lively 
fash ion the work of ref er en ce, gen eral informa­
tion and other ancill ary se rv ices . When the 
s t aff en t ered in to possess ion of the for mer la w 
depart ment's offices it was able to release m ore 
space for the use of t he public and to increas e 
administrative efficien cy . For example the 
Tra velling Library stock a nd staff could no w 
be housed along wit h th e rest. One of t he 
Bo ard's first ex tra-mural en te r prises- y ou guess 
my meaning-had been to in vol ve t he city 
schools. M embers of th e s ta ff vis ite d t he m 
to pr ea ch th e library gos pe l. T each ers were 
invi ted to the Gosling to help in choosing books 
and deposits wer e pla ced in schools. B ook 
Week has been used both in St. John's and out ­
sid e to good effect in encouraging rea ding 
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among chi ldren and in associating library and 
sc hoo ls . The service to schools jus t men­
tioned was taken ov er by the R egional se rv ice 
in conj u nc t ion with th e Travell ing Library­
we may no te in passing the clos e working as­
sociation of administrative departments- and 
as many as sixty-three schools within a radius 
of fifty miles of St . John's have been pro vided 
with a deposit of books. 

Sin ce 1962 the Library in St. J ohn's 
has opera te d a distributive service of films, 
film strips and project or apparatus on behalf 
of the Film Council and in association with t he 
National Film Board and the Departmen t of 
Education. 

More in teresting to tell ab ou t, be­
cause less familiar in charac te r than the story 
of a city library. is th e story of the reg ion al li­
braries, as we have th e habit of calling th em, 
which began in the mo ving way too briefly 
sketched by me a few mi nu tes ago. Let me re­
mind you that when Mr. Clouter made his 
magnanimous gesture at Catalina- - and by 
the bye he was not a man of wealth and in­
fluence, his position was no more than tha t of a 
jan itor of a chu rc h- Newfoundlan d was in the 
depths of advers it y and th e people of the ou t­
harbours wer e dep endent a lmos t entire ly upon 
th eir own slen de r resources. Yet in devising 
a scheme for librari es on the example uf Ca ta­
lina the Board deliberately rejected th e t emp­
tation to make a pr esent of them, and la id 
down the foll owing principles. (1) In any 
t own or settlement th e initiative must be ta ken 
by the people th emselv es. We would not im­
pose a library up on them nor coerce or ca jo le 
th em into ask ing for on e. And by ini ti a tive 
we meant more th an jus t a request. They 
had to ha ve don e some thing fo r themselrcs be­
for e we wou ld a ct . (2) Local ma nagemen t 
must be in th e hands of a representative com­
mittee. Our reason s were not merely th a t we 
wanted to have resp onsible people to deal with. 
We had our eyes on t he contem porary politi cal 
sit uati on . Parl ia men tary procedures had been 
sus pended and it seemed to t he B oard des ir­
abl e to keep ali ve wher ev er possibl e th e pr ac­
t ices of dem ocra cy . (3) A local com mit tee 
applying for affili at ion must und er take to find 
out of its own resour ces whate ver su pple men t 
t o the Board's gr ant was necessary t o make 
ends meet. The grant was intended as a su b­
sidy only. 

apia bulletin 



It would be d ishonest as well as foolish 
t o pret end that these rules h a ve been s tr ictly 
a d hered to in every instance bu t excep t ions 
are few an d exper ience has sho wn t he gen eral 
wisdo m of t he pr inc ipl es laid do wn; my own 
hope is that in futur e library developm ents, 
e ven in this we lfa re ag e of giving ben efits on 
a sil ver pla tter, br ibing people to do things for 
their own good, the opposite principle of help­
in g people who ha ve helped themsel ves will 
be come ge n eral. It is significant that the 
great est will ingness t o su pport the libra ry ha s 
not been manifested in t he most affl uent com­
m u nities but in those of mod era t e cir cumstan ces. 

The B oard was not t oo ex igent in re­
cognizing libraries for a ffilia t ion; I mean not 
in respect of th eir pr emises. A room in a 
sch ool or a hou se, a barn, any su ch would pa ss 
muster provided we were sho wn that books 
could be ca red for in it an d cir culated from it; 
but t he people t he mse lve s soo n beca me d is­
sa tisfied a nd began to look for ways of pro­
viding themsleves with accom modation more 
appropriate and more worthy of pride. This 
wa s t he or igin of t he bu ild ing gra nt system t o 
whi ch I referred . Again the impetus ca me 
fr om the users and not from the Pu blic Li­
brari es Bo ard. We simply he lp ed with mo ney, 
doll ar for dollar ; and wit h ad vic e: a r chitec­
tural, leg al, te chnical or qui t e simple sugges­
tions . F or some time the conditions of the 
bu ild ing grant co mpell ed the B oard to insist 
up on free -h old own ersh ip of lan d a nd build ings 
and to refrain fr om requ esting a lt era ti ons and 
equipment. The Board was a ble later t o be 
less restrictive a nd now the co un t ry libraries 
can be as sisted in several ways incl uding th e 
provision of reading ro om furniture, of a heat­
ing pl an t or ot her, strictly capit al expenditures. 

When th e Board laid down the re­
qu iremen ts that towns eligible for a ffilia t ion 
sh ould ha ve at least one th ousand people it 
was not forgetting that only a minority, onl y 
a s mall minority, could fulfill i t. That is why 
it la id down the further rule, for its own gu id­
ance, that pr eferen ce would be g iven to to wns 
strategically placed; that is to say , so situated 
as to ser ve a circle of neighbouring smaller 
towns and villages wh ich woul d be able not 
only to become su bscri be rs bu t m ight obtain 
coll ections of books on loan and so develop 
in to what we may call branch libraries of the 
regi onal cen t res. The Board has refrained 
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from coe rcing a ffiliated lib ra r ies t o a ct as ce n­
tres of diffu s ion and the resul t s have va rie d ; 
some have be en content merely to ser ve th eir 
ow n peop le, som e ha ve bee n a ctive in sharing 
th eir goo d t hi ngs wit h their nei gh bours by a ct­
ing as fost er parents t o bran ch libraries, to 
whi ch sell- im posed task the Board has been 
a ble t o offer some little monetary indu cement. 

The Regi onal Li brari es s t a ff at head­
quarter s orde rs bo oks for a ll librari es , ac ts as 
buy ing agen t, pr ocesses ne w a cqu isiti ons and 
d espatches th em t o their destina tion. It ad­
vises local librarians on book s and their selec­
t ion, kee ps them in t ouch with ea ch other and 
wit h headquar ters by means of a newsle tter­
incidentally the liveli est production of its kind 
that I kn ow-a nd provides instru ctors at the 
regular co nfere nces. Ind isp ensable to t he con­
tinuance of t he proj ect ar e t he visits of the 
Chief R egional Librarian. Non e of you who 
a re familiar wi t h J essi e Miffl en need to be told 
with wh at ta ct and good humour she inq uires 
a n d ad vises, co mforts and ca joles , enc ourages 
a nd rebukes. But sh e is only on e and how in­
fr equently can she visit libraries so scat tered 
as you see ours to be! 

I sh all not tr y t o measure th e success 
of th e country library sche me : I have no cr it­
erion. Few librari es have failed completely 
and sutIered dissoluti on or sus pension, so me 
ha ve fall en in to or su tIered periods of lethargy, 
sometimes du e to u nc ontrolla ble changes of 
ci rcu msta nces. As in every t hi n g human, it is 
persons that cou nt. Wher e there is a librar­
ia n, as long as t here is a librarian, full of en­
th us iasm and en ergy, lo vin g boo ks and people, 
es pecially chil dren, understanding her func­
t ions n ot as a pr ofessi onal job but as an apos to­
la te , th er e we ha ve an excelle n t li bra ry . Where 
such a librarian is ba cked by a zeal ous a nd un­
derstanding committee, there we have a su per­
excellent one. Wh er e and how d oes on e get 
su ch people? I d o not kn ow. The win d 
bloweth where it listeth. 

End of Part I 

85 



Miss Mifflen is Chief Regional Librarian of 
the Newfoundland Public Library Service. She has 
held appointments in the Adult Education field, is ac­
tive in several professional library associations, and is 
frequently heard on the e.B.e. as story-teller and 
raconteur. 

Jessie Mifflen 

Libraries in the U.S.S.R. 

During the past summer, five Cana­
dian Librarians were invited to visit libraries 
of the U.S.S.R. on a two-week tour which had 
been previously arranged between the Canadian 
Library Association and the Canada-U.S.S.R. 
section of the Society for Foreign Cultural Re­
lations. This paper will attempt to give my 
immediate impressions of libraries in the U.S. 
S.R., having only just got back to Canada 
from a rather exhausting exchange visit. 

The U.S.S.R. leg of our journey was 
part of a much larger tour which concentrated 
upon Lapland. The other librarians who flew 
from Stockholm to Moscow in late July in­
cluded Marion Gilroy, Assistant Professor, 
U.B.C. Library School; David Foley, Head 
Librarian, University of Manitoba; Dan Sudar, 
Director of N orth-Western Regional Library 
Co-operative (Ontario); and Loretto McGarry 
of the Toronto Public Library Administration 
Staff. We were greeted at the Moscow Air­
port by the General Secretary of the Society 
for Foreign Cultural Relations of the U.S.S.R. 
and the Secretary of the U.S.S.R.-Canada Sec­
tion. 

The latter was to be our guide and in­
terpreter throughout our stay, accompanying 
us on our scheduled visits to libraries in Mos­

86 

cow and also on our trip to Armenia and Lenin­
grad; our kindly hosts had arranged for us to 
see as much of the U. S. S. R. as possible. 
They had also arranged for us to do some sight­
seeing in the various places which we visited 
and so, like other tourists, we wandered about 
Red Square, visited Lenin's tomb and some of 
the former palaces and gardens of the Czars 
at Leningrad; in Armenia we stared in awe at 
Mount Arrarat which reaches high into the 
heavens, and felt it quite believable that Noah's 
Ark had grounded on its snow-capped peaks! 

I am sure that none of us will ever 
forget the ballet performance, "The Corsair" 
in Leningrad; the magnificent spectacle of Wag­
ner's Lohengrin in the splendid 6,OOO-seat 
theatre in Moscow; or the gay picnic at a col­
lective farm near Yerevan in Armenia when we 
joined with the friendly Armenians in drinking 
to the health of librarians, past and present, of 
the Minister of Culture in all fifteen of the Re­
publics of the U. S. S. R. as well as the non-ex­
istent Ministers of Culture in the provinces of 
Canada! 

Like other tourists, we took pictures 
of the interesting places we had always heard 
and read about; unfortunately, we have only 
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men tal pict ures of ourselv es holdin g gr imly 
to th e seat a he a d on a wild r ide in th e moun­
tains of Ar men ia as the driver sped a t a n in­
credibl e ra t e ove r narro w roa ds and around 
hairpin cur ves until we desp aired of seeing our 
native land again . Nor h a ve we a photo­
graphic record of ou r group in th e wa it in g ro om 
of t he Palace of Marria ges in Len ingrad . (B ride­
gro oms, inci de ntally , fail ed to turn up! ) 

Clea rly ou r main con cern in the U. S. 
S. R. was not palaces nor ope ras nor picnics 
but librari es-to wh ich subj ect I mu s t now dir ect 
my a tten ti on . I ha ve been ch arge d wit h t he 
resp onsi bilit y of at te m pting to com pare lib rar­
ies in th e U . S. S. R . a nd N ewfoun dlan d. This 
will be d ifficu lt because t her e is so littl e ba s is 
for comparison , as will soon beco me evident. 
In the first pla ce, libraries in t he U . S. S. R. 
deal with milli ons we deal with hundreds an d 
t ho usan ds. T heir s t rength is in spec ial li­
br aries in whi ch th ey ha ve enormous and pri ce­
less collectio ns . The U. S . S. R . spec ia lizes in 
the lit erature of scien ce a nd t ech nol ogy in 
which they have a n overwhelm in g interest. 
In fact it is es t im at ed that some six t y million 
people, or on e-quarter of th e population, is 
presently studyin g in those fields . Publi c li­
bra ry ser vice, at leas t as we kn ow it, see ms to 
ta ke a secondary pla ce. We did not, for in­
s t an ce, see any small libr a ri es as att ract ive as 
t heir coun terpar ts in Canada. M ost of the 
buildings were dra b and depressing with too 
little space, t oo littl e light and colou r, and non e 
of t he modern furni shings so characteristi c of 
Scandina vian librar ies. T his ca n pr obably 
be accou nted for by a desperate hou sing s ho r t­
a ge whi ch forces th ousands of peop le to liv e in 
badly ov ercro wded con dit ions. In m ost of the 
libraries the bo ok stock was mu ch less attrac­
tive to look at th an ours; there were many 
sh abby books and most of them ha d drab b ind ­
in gs; but perhaps t he con t en t was su pe rio r to 
th a t found on the s helves of ma ny of ou r N ew­
foundland libraries. I not iced that most li­
braries had a bu st or picture of Leni n but I 
noti ced something far more rel evan t: people 
in the U. S. S. R. read-they read in buses, in 
trains, in queu es, a nd are frequ en tl y lin ed up 
wai tin g t o get into a library a n hour before it 
ope ns . The book s to res a re cro wded a nd t he re 
a re book stalls on t he s t reets , al way s su rro un de d 
by cus to mers. Publish ers ar e un abl e to meet 
the d emands and it is difficult to find a family 
without books; in new blocks of fla t s, t wo stor­
eys are usually r eser ved for libraries. 

All libra ries a re und er a M inister of 
C u lt urr- in r-a ch R e-pu bli c, of which t here a re 
fi ftee n . Th e governin g body is a Cou ncil a n d 
eac h library has its own Cou ncil wit h it s own 
spec ial Cons ti t u t ion. Atop th is pyramid is a 
co-o rdina t ing Co unc il. There a re abou t 700,­
000 Coun cil members , t he equivalent of ou r 
Board mem bers or Trus tees. 

Ru ss ia ns seem fond of statisti cs and 
in t he libr a ry field their statist ics are im­
pr essive. T he re a re about 400,000 libraries in 
the So viet U nion of whi ch abou t 4,000 ar e in 
Moscow a nd mo re th an 2,500 in L en in grad . 
T hey ha \'P. a n es t ima ted 105,000,000 reg is­
t ered pa t ron s who rea d an a ver age of 18 books 
a ye a r; t his is a m uch higher h :ure t ha n in mos t 
other count r ies inclu din g N ewf oun dla nd or t he 
At lantic Provin ces. There ar e libraries in 
eve ry village a nd every village ha s at lea s t one 
full-t im e lib ra ria n wh o rece ives money from 
t he State. 

E ver y u nive rs ity and school has its 
own library and there are 20,000 univers ity 
libraries and 180,0 00 school Ii brari es , n ot a ll 
of whi ch are man ned by a lib raria n, some being 
ope rate d by teache rs . Ther e are 14,000 tech­
nical lihrar ies , 50,000 specia l lib ra ries, an d 125,­
000 publ ic libra r ies with approximately 2,000 · 
pa tr ons per library. All librari es, inclu ding 
special librari es, are o pe n to the pu blic a t leas t 
so far as readin g room spa ce per mits; however , 
circu lati on is restricted to peopl e wit h sp ecia l 
in t eres t in the field. In ot he r so-call ed pu blic 
libraries , t he readi ng roo ms a re ope n to the 
publi c but no borr owing privil eges a re offered . 

Of the pu bl ic libraries we visit ed , t he 
most importan t was the Leningrad St a t e P u b­
lic Librar y which was opened in 11$ 14 an d is t be 
oldes t library in t he U. S.S.R. T hey receive 
man y fr ee books a nd si nce 1910 t h ey ha ve re­
ce ived two copi es of every book published in 
t he cou n t ry . T heir a nn ual book budget is 
180,000 roubles and they have book excha nges 
with a pproxim atel y 2,5 00 institutions a nd or­
ga niza tio ns in 80 cou n tries; he n ce, they na ve a 
vast collecti on of for eign litera tu re. In fact, 
th is library ha s books in 230 langua ges. Its 
book stoc k numbers nearly ff t een mi llio n a nd 
t he y ha ve per iod ica ls on all subj ec ts. The 
library is visited annu ally by two milli on people 
and last year th e circ u la t ion of boo ks a nd 
period ica ls was n ine mill ion . In th e I w e> bu ild­
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in gs whi ch comprise the library, they have 
tw enty-eigh t reading rooms orga nize d ac cord­
in g t o su bject , ge nera l as well as scien t ific; 
t he scient ific reading rooms are use d by post­
I!:raduates and patron s wh o a re engaged in re­
searc h work. M any of these pa t rons pu blish 
t heir find ings through th e library itse lf. There 
a re t wenty dep art ments in t he li bra ry a nd th e 
D epartment Head sel ects it s most interested 
readers t o be members of t he gov erning Co u n­
cil which ro ta tes its membership every fiVI' 

years. The H ea ds of t he Departmen t ar e 
app oin ted by compe t it ion and one wh o ha s 
held t he position for years may be repla ced by 
a newcomer if he fails to main tain th e approved 
standard. This sys tem, I may sa y , did no t 
seem to be popular with th e lib ra ria ns of th e 
Lenin grad State Library. Visit ing Canadian 
librarians are non-com mittal. 

In its ra re book department, this 
library has nearly 5,000 incunabula-approxi­
mately one-tenth of th e world 's co llect ion ; it 
has a coll ection of over 5,000 volumes from 
Vol ta ire's library , a church history of England, 
and a pr ay er boo k which belo nged t o Mary 
Queen of Scots. The Lenin Memorial Reading 
Room is named after a renowned patron and 
the largest readin g ro om, which is a te chnical 
and med ical one, has 1,962 se a ts ; it was in this 
roo m that Max im Gor ky was arrested in De c­
em ber , 1998. The children's reading ro om is 
onl y slightl y smaller and th ere is no lending 
except to professors and staff. 

Childre n's li brari es are usually sep­
ara te ins t itu t ions and we did not ge t an oppor­
tun ity to vis it a ny. W e did, however, visit a 
You th Library in Mo scow wh ich serves y ou ng 
people from fourteen to twenty-on e years and 
which was reall y more like a club . It ha s tape 
recorders, a pian o, and rec ord players; it also 
lends 'recordings . It is open s ix days a week 
fr ~in ten a. rn . to ten p.rn . a nd the staff helps 
young people decide on careers; we wer e told 
that the library st a ff also prepares them for a 
Communist soci ety. Occasionally writers com e 
into ta lk to th e yo u ng patrons and discuss their 
writing with the m and somet imes attempt to 
evoke their opinions on various subjects. There 
are 14,000 regi strants in this librar y and the 
circulation in 1964 was 300,000. Persons re­
gister ed in the library may also use a ny li­
brary in M oscow. 

I n Armenia we vis ited wh at is re­
ferr ed to as a District Library which corres­
ponds t o a Regional Library in t h At la n t ic Pro v­
inces and serves as Headquarters for four small 
community libraries, t h ree collect ive farm li­
br a ries, a nd six clu bs; it has a book s toc k of 
ab out 25,000. A literary circle composed of 
ar tists, mu sician s and also the District Co nn­
cil regularly meets in the library . Th e build­
ing was old-fashione d and un attracti ve, fur ­
nish ed wit h a long plush-cov ered ta ble and up­
hols tered chai rs; as elsewhere, t he book s were 
sh a bby . There are t hirty-eight such Distri ct 
Li braries in Armen ia. The librarians were 
very fri endly and presen ted us wit h flowers as 
we arriv ed. Few spo ke English or in deod 
Russian so our Russian interpreter was re­
pla ced by a n Armen ia n. 

Now for a word about special librar­
ies. P er haps t he mos t im porta nt li bra ry in 
th e U.S .S.R. is the Lenin State Library whi ch, 
as the "national" library, was es tab lished in 
1862 . Bef or e th e Rev olution, littl e ad va nce 
was made in th is library but it is now on e of the 
most important National Libraries in th e world 
and is op en t o a ll th e people in the wor ld with 
no lim itations. Th e num ber of readers is very 
large and it is incr eas ing, th ere be ing ab out 
200,000 permanent readers . Last year it was 
visit ed 2,600,000 times and som e 13,000,000 
bo oks were borrowed. Th e num ber of visitors 
per day va ries from 8,000 to 9,000 in winter 
and rises to 12,000 in au tum n , th e bu siest 
season. 

The library ha s 22 reading rooms, 
three of these being for chi ldren and young 
people, a nd a general reading ro om is provid­
ed for undergraduate students. It is open 14 
hours a day ev ery day in the week; it closes only 
on seve n national holidays d uri ng th e year. As 
of January 1, 196 5, th e colle ction of books 
a mounted to twen ty-three million in cluding 
85, 000 foreign bo oks, ma ga zin es, and period i­
cal s. Every year they ac qu ire on e million 
new books incl udi ng t h ree copies of e ve ry book 
published in th e U.S .S.R. In addition to buy­
in g new books th ey ha VI' a n in ternati on al bo ok 
exchange with approximately 3,000 universi­
ti es and other institutions in some 90 countri es. 
Some 5,000 libraries in the So viet Union als o 
use this collection. They have books in 84 
foreign languages and last year t he library had 
3, 500 readers from 94 countries. 
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The m aj ori ty of lib ra r ians in the Lenin 
S t a t e Library are sp ecialists a nd there a re 
2, 300 on th e sta ff of whi ch 400 are ca t a logue rs . 
T hey a nswer appro ximately 140,000 re fer en ce 
qu es ti on s a yea r inc lu d ing t eleph on e, corres­
pond ence an d ve r ba l in for m a t io n . They ha ve 
a pe r m a nent exh ib it io n of new books and 
special is ts in ce rta in fields re ly on t his secti on 
of t he libra ry t o keep t he m up- to-date. 

In thei r m anuscri pt dep a r t m en t there 
are over 30,000 Russ ian a nd Slavonic hand­
written book s coveri ng the period fro m the 
ele venth to the thirteen th cen t u r ies; there a re 
also C hin ese, Persian, Ind ia n and oth er orien­
tal manuscr ip ts. In t he mus ic li ter a ture de­
par t m en t, m usic lovers can not only lis ten to 
the recording of a com p usition bu t may a lso 
play it on th e piano. 

We were very pl ea sed to be abl e to 
visit t he splend id Mos cow In iversi ty Library 
which is 33 storeys high . Ther e are fou r t een 
facul t ies in t he U niversity and every facul ty 
has its o wn lib ra ry . T her e is also a sp ecia l 
library for the U niv ersit y s t a ff and t heir child­
ren. U nivers ity edu cation is fr ee in t he U .S . 
S.R . a nd in t h is Newfo u nd la nd is no t fa r be­
hi n d . Board also is fr ee a n d t her e a re 6,00 0 
rooms co n necte d with M oscow Un iversity for 
stud en ts who co me from other par t s of the U.S. 
S. R . There are 27 ,000 students a t t he un iver­
si ty inc ludin g m a ny f rom all ov er the worl d a nd 
32,000 readers registered at the li br ary whi ch 
has six milli on boo ks in its collection . S tu­
dents m ay borrow te xt books for one yea r a nd 
th er e a re t h ree librari es for text books alone . 
There is a 1, 600 - s ea t a udi t or ium in the li­
brary wit h walls of m a rb le de cora t ed wi th 
goldl eaf a n d rich ca rpeti ng everyw here . 

The Li brary of Foreign li t era t u re 
was orga n ized in t h e 1920's . It has a coll ec­
t ion of 3,500,000 book s in 126 lan gu ages and 
of every classificatio n ; their an nual book bu d­
get is on e mill ion roubl es . One of t he pur­
poses of t he libr a ry is to he lp people lea rn for ­
eign la ng uages a nd full - tim e s tudents as well 
as adul ts s t u dy langu ag es her e on their ow n . 
This library star ted as a s m all organizatio n 
servin g on ly a fe w people but at presen t m or e 
t ha n one m illion vol u mes are read eac h ye a r. 
It se rves a ll s cien t is ts of t he Soviet Un ion as 
well as 2,000 outsi de librar ies on a n in ter-Ii­
brary loan basis . Not unnaturally, t h is li­
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bra ry serves many pa tron s a t wo rk on aca de mic 
dissertations. A speci al ca rd is produced for 
ev ery boo k a n d sen t to su bscr ibers ; t he ci r­
cu lation of suc h ca r ds now a pp roaches seve n ' 
m illions per year . Six times a y ea r t he li­
brary publishes a Uni on C a t a logu e of all new 
bo oks it rec eives in for eig n langu ages. I t also 
pu bli sh es rev ie ws of a la rge co llection of ne w 
fic t ion Whic h it rece iv es; inci dentally , special ­
ists examin e a nd decid e whi ch n o vels are t o be 
published, tra nslated, or purchased a n und er­
t aking wh ich is of gr eat interes t to t h e pu bl ish­
ing hou ses . Ther e is a club asso ciated wit n 
th is lib ra ry and h:·, e lectures in for eign lan­
guages are read wi thou t an interpreter. Fo r- : 
eign citi zens who visit here may give lectu res , 
or s how slides a nd film s. We we re to ld t ha t 
th e eveni ng s dev uud t o foreign cit ies are pop­
ular, t;s p ( ~ c i a lly when sl ides a re sh own. 

T here a re o ver 400 on t h e s t a ff of th is 
Libra ry of Fo reign Litera t ure, m os t of th e m 
bein g h ighly t ra ined sp ecial is ts . T he bu ild ing 
offer s twel VI' rea d in g halls as well as a s wim­
mi n g pool a nd cou r t on t he roof for reader s in 
surn m er, a lect.u r r- ha ll, a nd la r gf' a reas set 
asid e for d is plays. They su bsc r ib e t o some 
t wenty- five ' a na d ia n per iod ical s a nd th ey 
exchange book s wit h eight Cana d ia n libra ri es . 
Am ong Ca na d ia n boo ks a re t hose by S t ephe n 
Lea cock a n d F ar l--y M owa t who recently 
ann oun ced t ha t he was a Newfou nd la n der ! 

T here a re fou r lib ra ry sc hools in t he 
U.S .S.R . wh ile in eac h of t he R ep ublics t h ere 
is a d ep ar tmen t. in t he State n ivers ity for th e 
t rai n ing of Iib ra r iuns. 'I' hese d epa rtm en ts 
train li bra r ian s to dr-grue le vels wh ile second­
ary sc hools tra in people withou t degrees, 
co m mo nly call ed technic ia ns . S till a nother 
form of t ra in ing is for students who take li­
brary courses in thei r la st ye a r of h igh sch ool. 
There arc som e 12,000 library gradua t es every 
y ea r in clu d in g day s t udents, n ig ht stu de nts, 
a nd t ho se ta ki ng t he cou rs e by cor res po nde nce. 
T he cou rse for th ose wis hin g h igh er educa t ion 
is four ye a rs bey ond grad e t en level; for others 
it is tw o ye a rs beyo nd grade ten ; t he secondary 
sc hool library t ra ini ng com pris es t h ree yea rs 
beyo nd grad e eig ht. T he St a t e fina nces li­
brary education a n d students also receive a 
st ipend whi le in t rai n in g. 

T h e L ibrary Sch ool at L eningrad 
wh ich we v isit ed is the old es t of its ki nd ha ving 
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been organized in 1918. Its day students 
attend for four years, evening students for five. 
Correspondence students are also enrolled but 
preference is given to applicants who are al­
ready working in a library . As in Canada 
and elsewhere, there is specialized training for 
children's librarians, for public librarians, 
science specialists, and also a correspondence 
section which tea ches li brarians how to sell 
books. The library school courses include poli­
tical economy, literature, literary criticism, 
political economy and the history of the Com­
munist party. It is compulsory for library 
school students to take one foreign language and 
two in the section for t echnical libraries . There 
is also practical instruction in such disciplines 
as blue-print reading and practice in assembling 
a building and planning grounds, by model. 
A student must write a paper at the end of 
each of the first three years; during the last 
year he engages in practice work for five weeks 
under the Institute's teachers and for twenty 
weeks in other libraries throughout Leningrad. 

There are 4,000 undergraduate li­
brary students in this Institute of which 700 
are day students, 600 are evening students and 
2,700 are taking the course by correspondence . 
In addition, more than 300 s tuden ts are taking 
post-graduate courses to raise their qualifica­
tions. These courses last for ten months each 
year. I should add that students who take 
the correspondence course must leave after 
one year to work in a library; the competition 
for this privilege is very marked, there being 
some five applicants for every place in the school. 
Each student must write the terminal state 
examination and, if successful, he is a warded 
the degree of Candidate for Pedagogical 
Science speciali zing in library work. A grad­
uate from one of the four Institutes usually is 
employed on the staff of on e of the large li­
braries like the Lenin Library or a Library of 
Science; or he may teach in a library school. 
Graduates of secondary schools are usually in 
charge of small rural libraries. I may say 
that there is a larger proportion of professional 
librarians on the staff of the libraries in the 
U.S.S. R . than in Canada. 

Because education is provided by the 
State, the graduates are obliged to work in 
libraries assigned them for two years, the ap­
pointments being made by a Commission 
which exists for this purpose. This visit to 
the Leningrad Library School was one of the 
most interesting of the tour ; it was followed 

by a delicious luncheon at the School during 
which numerous toasts were drunk and every­
one made a speech and some people made two 
or three speeches. The party ended with 
everyone singing Canadian and Russian songs! 

Salaries of Russian librarians depend 
upon education and experience but in addition, 
the category, size and fun ction of the library 
is a factor in salary level. Salaries range from 
fifty roubles per month for graduates of sec­
ondary schools to seventy-five roubles for those 
with higher education and two hundred roubles 
for persons in responsible positions. Librar­
ians who speak one foreign language receive 
ten percent more and a fifteen percent increase 
if they speak two or more languages. Salaries 
have recently been increased, the highest pro­
portionate increases going to those in rural 
areas where this added incentive is considered 
necessary to attract qualified people. (Inci­
dentally, Canadian librarians who are in the 
market for roubles may wish to know that these 
may be had at $1.10 each .) 

N either time nor space will permit me 
to go into detail concerning some of the other 
libraries, museums, and similar institutions 
which we visited. However, the visit to the 
museum at Yerevan, with its priceless manu­
scripts and its charming and scholarly librarian, 
was a most rewarding one; and the time spent 
at the Hermitage in Leningrad will be long 
rem em bered. 

By way of summary, then, I should 
say that in the U.S .S.R. librarians seem to 
be succeeding very well in their objective, 
as stated in a pamphl et on the Lenin State Li­
brary, which is . . . "to facilitate the develop­
ment of science, culture and the national ec­
onomy; and to help in every possible way the 
moulding of the new man of Communist soc­
iety." On the whole, however, their public 
library service is not, at least judged by our 
standards, as good as that provided in Canada . 
Accordingly we look forward to the day when a 
return visit by Soviet librarians can be ar­
ranged, when they can see the fine buildings 
in the cit ies and towns across Canada, when 
they can view our attractive book collections 
and when, we trust, they can assess this value 
judgment in their own terms. That, surely, 
must be the ultimate objective of the Canada ­
U.S .S.R. section of the Society for Foreign Cul­
tural Relations. 
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Mr . Hussain , Head Librarian at Nova Scotia 
Technical College, recently worked in the ALA ex­
hibit at the New York World's Fair: "Library/U .S.A." 
He is the only Canad ian Librarian to have done so . 

M. R. Hussain 

Photocopying 
In Atlantic Provinces 

University Libraries 

D on ald Ad am s, Vice-Presid en t of 
Addressograph- M ul ti gr aph Corporation, once 
said: "C op yin g has become a na tional disease". 
(1) At th e present tim e, it would be perhaps 
more ac curate t o say it has become an inter­
national d isease . It is spreading like an epi­
demi c everywhe re-e ven in the Atlantic Pro­
vinces . I t is interesting to note, moreover, 
tha t t he J oint Li braries Committee on Fair 
Use in Photocopyin g see ms t o approve, and 
ev en t o abet the spread of t his disease by re­
co m me ndi ng tha t "i t be library policy to fill 
an orde r for a s ing le ph ot ocopy of any pub­
lish ed wor k or any par t t hereof." (2) 

The President of APLA cannot be 
ind iffer en t to such s tateme n ts because he asked 
m e to conduct a su r vey to find out just what 
wa s the extent of this malady in th e uni ver­
s ity libraries of th e Atlantic Provinces. And 
s o universi ty librarian s received yet another 
lon g ques t ionnaire. It is very gratifying to 
report, however, t hat th er e was a one hundred 
per- cen t response. 

A statement of the reasons for the 
pr esent study may sound a bit like rationaliza­
tion. In any case , it is necessary to give some 
indication of it s aims and objectives. Per­
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haps on e way to do so would be t o enlis t the 
he lp of Oliver Wend ell H olm es, wh o held the 
belief that: "The real thin g in t his world is 
not so much wh ere we s tand as in what di rec­
tion we are moving". M ost of you agre e, no 
doubt, as we do with t he not ed Amer ican on 
this matter. You will lik ewis e agree, we feel, 
that the survey her e rep orted is, by its limi­
tations, of such a nature th at i t could not lead 
to any valid conc lus ions as t o the direction 
in which we are mov ing . It d oes giv e a fairly 
good idea of whe re we stand. It e ven indi­
cates, in some respects, in wha t d irection we 
are facing. As for th e dir ect ion in whi ch we 
ar e m ov ing- it could, possibly, be glimpsed 
at so me point alo ng t he way. It may ev en 
emerge as a by-produ ct . For t he momen t, a t 
lea st, let us hope so! 

At a ll even ts, a ft er hearing a presen­
tation of t he fa cts bro u gh t in by the qu es­
t ionnaire and a descripti on of some of the prac­
tic es now ca rrie d on , ea ch one of you will have 
an opportunit y to form h is own op inion re­
garding th e dire ction in whi ch we are mo ving­
or, what is more important, sho ul d move. 

As yo u might su p pose , the survey has 
turned up a number of inter es ting things, not 
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the least of which was th e fac t t hat libraries 
that ha ve X er ox mach in es are doin g many 
times more copying than those us in g any other 
type. This is found t o be in agr eem ent t oo 
with certain other studies t hat ha ve bee n mad e. 
In an article about cop iers in N ewsweek th er e 
is this st a t eme nt : "Xero x, of course, floats 
eu pho ric ally on t h is pap er ocean" . (3) In 
an oth er article, William Ally n , wr it ing abou t 
the Oh io Uni ver sit y Librar y, observes t hat the 
vol u me of copying at that institution jumped 
fr om less th an 850 cop ies in J an uar y 1963 to 
over 12,500 copies in J anuary 1964. On e of 
the rea sons for the incred ible inc rease was , in 
Mr. Allyn's own words: " We sim ply ch an ged 
from a temperamental th ermo-copying ma chine 
t o a push-button 914 Xerox producing a pro­
duct of mu ch better quality and mak ing a for­
merly subsidized operation more th an self­
supporting". (4) 

In the Atlantic region, ou r survey 
a lso s hows, there is de fin it ely a trend in fa vor 
of th e X er ox cop ier. T he firs t X er ox 914 was 
install ed in a library in t hese At lantic Pr o­
vinces on January 30, 1964, and, one a fte r an ­
other, libraries hav e been join ing th e X er ox 
" clu b" si nce t hen. Just recen tly t wo of t he m 
got X er ox copi er s, actually since the t ime of re­
turning the qu estionnaires for this study . A 
similar tren d was rep orted in an ar ti cle by H. 
R. Verry on "The Use of P hotocopy in g in th e 
Unit ed Kingdom", in which he makes this 
statem ent abou t Xer ox 914 : " It has, t herefore , 
to a wide extent, replaced all other pr ocesses 
... and it was announced last year that ove r 
1000 of t hes e ma chines ha d already been in­
stalled in this country" . (5) 

Coming ba ck again to the Atlantic 
ar ea, we find from the survey on ly on e library 
using a Xerox 914 that rep orted on it with cri­
ticism. The comment was : "We st ill believ e 
that th e 3M model 209 might be more sui t able 
for our purposes an d ch eap er t o use as well. 
At the moment, as y ou can se e, we have not 
been up to t he qu ota (1500 co pies per month) 
a t all" . I t will be rememb er ed here tha t in 
t he ren t al of a X er ox 914, one pays for 1500 
copies per month wheth er th ey ar e used up or 
n ot. Parenthetically, and a t the risk of sound­
ing lik e a X er ox sal esman, we should like to 
point out that t he 3M mo de l 209 is claim ed by 
the manufacturers to be chea per only if the 
volu me of copyi ng is more t ha n 5000 copies 

per month. Any other fa ctors con sid ered by 
the above lib rary in making its appraisal a re 
not kn own. No further explana ti on was given. 

In addition to the fa cts al ready re­
por ted, the ques ti onnai re t hat yo u filled out 
was designed, in spite of its inherent wea k­
nesses, to elicit in for mation also about t he 
follo wing to pics : 

1.	 The avail abil ity a nd ext ent of 
the use of ph otocop iers 

2.	 Adminis t ra ti ve pr ac t ices con­
nected with their use 

3.	 Their impac t on th e in te rn al a nd 
exte rn al asp ects of library se r­
v ice. 

From th e repl ies received, it was noted that all 
twel VI' librari es circ ularized had pho tocopying 
faciliti es a vailabl e to them. Seven institu­
tions had a X er ox 914 ins t alled in t heir library; 
and at tw o other ins t it u tio ns the library was 
making use of a X erox 914 installed in t he ad­
m in istra tion office. Six institutions had mo re 
t han on e ty pe of copier a vailabl e; and at least 
four ins t itu ti ons had a Xer ox 914 installed in 
their administ ratio n office in addition to th e 
one se t up in th eir library. As was poin t ed out 
earlier, t he vol ume of co py ing was sig nifi cant 
only in cas es wher e a X er ox 914 was in us e. 
The pr esent s tudy , t here fo re , will deal mainly 
with the im pact of t his part icul ar copier on th e 
libr ar ies conce rned . 

R eports showing the a ver age number 
of co pies per mon th var ied, of course, fr om li­
brary to libr ar y, and ranged fr om 2000 in the 
case of one to 8 100 for an oth er. Onl y one 
library indic a te d its volume to be less t han 
1500 cop ies per mon th; but if the ot her Xerox 
machine at t he sa me ins titu t ion is grouped 
with the one in the library, th en th e volume 
per month com es to about 5000 copi es. Ex­
cept for on e library that charges sev en cen ts per 
exposure , all ot he r institutions rep or ted th e 
charge to be te n cen ts per ex posure for thei r 
own stu dents . All libraries included in th e 
su rvey , however , were asking fif teen cents per 
exposure fr om any person not belon ging t o 
their ins t itution. Outsid e th e Atl an t ic Pro­
vinces, one finds that at the Harvard Medi ­
cal Library th e charge is fiv e cen ts per expos ure 
for its sta ff and students (6) ; an d there was 
one institution , Texas T echn ological College 
(and it was perhaps the only one) whe re 
copying was com pletely free for all stude nts 
a nd sta ff mem bers. (7) 
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Apart from these t hree exce pt ions, 
noble or ignoble, th er e seems to be a general 
agreement on pr ice at ten cents per ex posu re for 
internal pa t rons an d fiftee n cents per exposure 
fo r external pa tr ons- as if by "a pr ice-fixing 
co ns p iracy" . 

Administrative Problems 

Under the he ading of admi nistrati ve 
pr o ble ms, one im po rta nt item dealt wi th in the 
ques t ionnaire was the mod e of payme nt. In 
th e replies on t his asp ect of ph otocopy in g, one 
lib ra ry rep or t ed using a combinatio n of as man y 
as fou r d iffere nt me thods of pay ment: cash , 
coupons, journal entries in t he li brary boo ks, 
a nd journal entries at the bu siness office . Three 
librari es said they used cash only a nd two others 
rep orted they used coupons only . H owever , 
as man y as six libraries out of th e t welve used 
va ry ing com bina t ions of cas h, cou po ns and 
j ourn al ent ries . 

Only three libraries a nswering the 
q uest ionna ire su pplie d co pies of t hei r operating 
pol icy , standa rd pr ocedu res, for ms a nd cou ­
pon s, a nd the like, in ex planation of their phot o­
copyi ng a ctivities. One librar y sent a copy 
of its cou pons only . 

The matter of cou pon s req ui res a 
word of explan ation , because, from the ques ­
tio nna ires, we find th at there are t wo diffe re n t 
ty pes in use, each gi ving r ise to a differe nt so rt 
of syst em. U nde r one system, a s ingle cou po n 
with a fixed val ue is r equ ired as pay ment for a 
sin gle exp osure. T hese coupo ns are su pplied 
and so ld throu gh the no rmal chan nels of t he 
business office. The library d oes not sell the 
cou pon s. It just collects th em-one cou pon 
for ea ch exposu re. In the ot her sy stem, cou­
pons of different denominati ons a re used, vary­
in g in va lue from $1 to $25. These coupons 
a re sol d by the library al one or by both t he 
busi ness office and t he library. I t is obvious , 
of course , t hat un der t he latter system th e 
libr ary has to d o mu ch mor e book keeping t ha n 
unde r the first sy stem. Bu t we s ha ll co me 
back to t hat poin t later. 

I n the rep or ts sent ba ck in answer to 
questions on the han dl ing of copying, on ly two 
libraries coul d be foun d th at allowe d thei r 
patrons to do thei r own copying. One of the 

tw o stated, however, th a t it was going to dis­
continu e t his pr a ct ice very soon. In the who le 
Atlan t ic reg ion, then, there will be j ust one 
library left in t he field of "d o-it- y ourself" 
copy ing . From the other libraries the in­
forma t ion was t ha t they emp loy ed either st u­
dent assista nts Or regular library staff to do 
t he act ual copyi ng and rep ort ed "sa me day" 
se rvice in most cases. From the pa trons' 
point of view, t his se rvice may ha ve bee n a p­
pr ec ia ted. Bu t le t us look at it fro m a di fferent 
angl e. 

If the Xero x 914 is replacin g other 
types of co piers for use in li bra ries , the pr e­
fer en ce for X er ox, ac cording to relia ble opi n­
ions fr om different parts of the world, is due t o 
the fact t ha t : 

1. It is easier to operate 
2. It is cheaper 
3.	 It pr oduces cop ies of a better 

qu al ity . 

T he q uestion is: are t he lib raries in ou r region 
ex ploitin g t hese characteristics to the fu ll ? 
The survey would indic a te that t hey are not. 
L et us see how. 

I n one of the ad ver t isernen ts 
aimed at pro ving how easy the X erox 
914 is to use, a little girl ski ps into her 
daddy's office, plops her rag doll onto 
the machi ne's gla ss pla ten and co pies it. 
T he (U. S.) Fe de ral Trade Commission 
pr otested th at it could not be t hat easy 
to use. To prove otherwise, Xerox 
taught a chim panzee t o operate th e 914, 
a nd ev en wen t so far as to let him star 
in a fu ll-le ngth commercial, ma de in a 
F ed er al Trade Commission obse rver 's 
pr esen ce. But the commercial has so 
far run only twice. 'We de cided', says 
a spokesman, 'tha t there were better a d ­
ve rtising the mes . After all, the com­
me rcia l made a chi mp out of every op­
erato r .' (8) 

At t his poin t a question naturall y 
comes to mind : if a chim pa nzee can operate 
the Xerox 914 , why won' t ou r lib raries per mit 
t heir pa tr ons to run t he m achines for them­
selves and thus cu t d own on operating costs? 
One of the libraries , in reply ing to the ques ­
ti on nair e, sa id its policy a t first was one of 
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"Come, one com e all!"-then added: "Mach­
ine breaking down too often, so switched to 
staff only and then to student assistants for 
greater part of work". As far as breakdowns 
are concerned, no other library reported trouble. 
As a matter of fact, information on this su b­
ject was not requested. Incidentally, in an 
article by Rolland Stevens, "Library Experi­
ence with the X erox 914 Copier" we read this : 

For the first few months of operation, 
paper jams and other problems are fre­
quent. At least, this has been the ex­
perience of t he libraries reporting. As 
the local operator (and this means the 
key operator, not the user) becomes fam­
iliar with th e problem, and the ma chine 
is properly adjusted, paper jams and other 
breakdowns become less frequent. (9) 

The protective attitude, moreover, 
has another serious effect. Denying per­
mission to patrons to do their own copy ing 
creates a barrier between the cus tome r and the 
product or, a t lea st, increases red tape and de­
lays. This is, perhaps, one of the reasons why 
the amount of use is unduly low in some cases. 
From the replies to the questionnaire, we find 
that the amount of use is greatest where the 
patrons are permitted to operate th e copiers 
for themselves . Sim ilar observation s have 
been made by William Allyn, quo ted earlier 
in connection with th e Ohio University Li­
brary and t he ph enomenal 1500 per cent in­
crease in output it re corded in the space of one 
year. In d iscussing t he Ohio case , Mr. Allyn 
writes that it is "the only library ins t alla tion 
they know of that permits the use of the mach­
ine on a do-it-yourself basis". And after 
asking the question: "Why the big increa se?" 
he explains: " t he price per copy was the 
same--10 cen ts; Madison Avenu e was not cal ­
led in . . . " And th en he refers to t heir do -it­
yourself pol icy in the following manner : "This 
(do-it-yourself poli cy ), together with the reduc­
tion of barrier s between the customer and the 
product permitted by such a policy, ha s, we 
believe, be en a major factor in the success of the 
service". (10) 

So much then for the eas e of op eration. 
N ow what a bo u t cost? Is the X erox ch eap to 
operate? And if it is an economical machine, 
are we ope ra t ing it economically? In th e pre­
ceding paragraph, we ha ve seen that it has a 

high degree of eas e of operation, which is al­
ways an advantage, of course, in anything 
mechanical. In the case of the Xerox 914, 
however, this eas e of operation has been de­
monstrated to be high enough to put this copier 
into the category of the "self-service" mach­
ines. In other words, it has a built-in economy . 
The more it is used on a "self-service" basis, 
the more the labor costs are reduced. Yet 
according to the questionnaires, only two out 
of twelve Atlantic libraries are following such 
a sy stem. If there are any special reasons for 
using up valuable staff time on the simple 
me chanics of photocopy ing , or if there are any 
real advantages, they are not discern ible in 
the answers to the questionnaire. For on e 
thing, the highest volume of work per month 
was reported by the one library where self ­
service is permanently the rule. 

Labor costs obviously are not being 
reduced by th e practice of economy in th e 
mechanical operations. The survey showed 
that the potential of Xerox in this regard was 
just not being used. Could it be that this 
fact is escaping not ice because of com pens a t.­
ing factors in other phases of the pho toc opy 
administration? In the findings reported 
earlier relative to modes of payment, th e qu es­
tionnaire reveal ed that as many as six librar­
ies out of tw el ve wer e using varying combina­
ti ons of cash , cou pons, and journal en t ries . 
One library reported even four. Th is means 
that in half the libraries of our region, the re­
gular or casual staff does all the bookkeeping 
for cash payments and receipt of coupons, like­
wise for the sa le of cou pons, is also responsibl e 
perhaps for the purchase of coupons, cer ta inly 
it is responsible for the punch ing of coupo ns 
of the multipl e-value type and asso ciated cler i­
cal jobs... and all this, is some cases, for se veral 
denominations of coupons! Under these con­
d itions there would be little opportunity to 
compensate for much. And wh en it is re­
mem bered that, at these same librari es, t he 
staff also does every bit of photocopying for 
every patron tha t orders it, it is not diffi cult 
to see how overhead, through labor costs, has 
to remain hi gh. Again the survey shows no 
special reason or advantage to ju stify costly 
methods of handling. As was th e case for 
the "do-it-yourself" system, here too t.he li­
brary repor tin g the greatest monthly out.put 
of copying was the one that accepted payment 
by coupons only-and of th e fixed -value t y pe : 
on e coupon for one ex posure . 
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From the for egoing a nalysis of t he 
inf orma t ion bro ught in by the qu es t ionna ires, 
it becomes ev ide nt that the ad va ntages to be 
ga ined from the first two characteristics of 
X erox (na rnr ly, ease of operatio n and low cost) 
ha ve been ent irely los t or greatly lessen ed 
th ro ugh cumbersome ha ndli ng methods . As 
for the t hird characteris tic , t he high quality 
of th e copies , luck ily not muc h could be done 
to tha t. U nde r nor mal conditions it is a lmost 
imp ossib le not to get goo d rep rodu ct ion. 

Internal Use 

Let us now consi de r for a mome nt 
ph otocop ying for in ternal us e. From the su r­
vey , we learn t ha t libr ar ies that ha ve a Xerox 
914 avai lable a re us ing it for a var iety of jobs. 
Ther e ar e, howev er, t hree ma in ca te gories of 
uses th at emerge fr om a study of t he quest­
ionnaires a nd th ey are t he following: 

1.	 Co pyi ng of mater ial fr om books 
a nd per iodi cals for the per­
sonal use of library pat rons 

2. Co pying of mater ial for re ­
serve collection 

3.	 Co pying of students' and teach ­
ers ' class-no tes. 

I t is regr e t t a ble that only si x libraries prov ide d 
a complete or even par t ial brea kdown for 
these different jo bs in terms of percentage of 
their total vol ume. Bu t the s ix that di d a n­
sw er t he question as req ues ted have provided 
some ra ther cur iou s fac ts . Fo r exam ple, for 
the first category of work mentioned above, 
that is, co pying of material fr om jou rn als, etc., 
for pa t rons ' pe rsonal use, on e library re por te d 
this category as acco u nti ng for only twe lve per 
ce nt of its tota l volu me ; whereas ano the r stated 
tha t t he same cate gory of use ac cou nte d for 
eig hty-t hree per cent of i ts to ta l. E ach of the 
ot he r four librar ies re turned a percentage 
figur e t ha t fit t ed in somewhe re bet ween these 
limi ts. 

Se ve n ou t of n in e libr ar ies a nswered 
that they used t he ir co piers for co pyi ng ma t­
eria ls for t he ir r eser ve coll ec tio n. Only six, 
however, ever made mo re tha n one copy of 
t he same mater ial. Percen ta ge volu me for 
t his category of wor k was rep or ted by one of 
t he seve n institutio ns to be only t en per cen t 
of i ts t ot al ; each of t he next five ass igne d to it a 
progr ess ively higher per cen ta ge figu re ; and t he 
seve nth ca lculated it to six ty per cen t of to ta l 
volu me . Copyi ng of classn otes accounted for 
a percen ta ge of volume extendi ng fr om five per 
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cent of total out put at one institutio n to seve n­
ty- five per ce nt of total at. ano ther. I n add i­
t ion, four libraries rep or ted that they were 
usin g th eir ma chines to pr oduce off-set mas t­
ers bu t only one of them gave as high a figur e 
as se ve nty -fiv e per cent for th is category . 

Under the headi ng of P hotocop y i ng 
fo r S pecial or Novel U ses, rep lies ind icated 
that the following activ ities were bein g carr ied 
on : 

1.	 M a king lis t s of se r ial t itl es by 
co pyi ng the Kardex inde x 

2.	 Co pyi ng shelf-list cards to pr o­
duce su bject lists 

3.	 Co pyi ng en t ri es from th e Na­
t ional Union Catalog and Ca n­
ad iana for use by cataloger s 

4.	 Production of a compl et e list. of 
seri a l holdings with pr ov isions 
to kee p it up to da te at a ver y 
low cost. 

No ne of th ese libraries ap parently use their 
machines for dupl ica ti ng catalog ca rds . T his 
is no t sur prisi ng because t he X erox 914, in it s 
pr esen t form, is not well su ited for th is jo b. 
Some time ag o, th e L ibrary of Congr ess tr ied 
it , but found t ha t " t he feeder me ch an ism is 
not capable of hand ling s to ck of th is weight 
with su fficien t ly clos e regis tra t ion to produce 
good qua lity ca talo g cards" . (1I) 

In connec tio n with t he use of ph oto­
copies for t he r..s..r ve co llection , we ha d re­
q uested inf or ma t ion as to whu deci des in fa vor 
of us ing ph otocopi es and on wha t bani«. T he 
ans wers received showed that in four cas ps t he 
libra ry staff ma de the d ecieion to use photo­
copies. In two othe rs , it was a joint de cis ion 
by t he libr ar y staff an d the teachin g sta ff. 
Co nc erning t he reason s or grounds on which 
th e decision s were ma de , t he followin g repl ies 
ca me ba ck: th ree lib ra ries out of tw elv e s aid 
" it was ch ea pe r to use photo cop ies" ; seven re­
por ted "the ma ter ia l was out of pr int" ; a nd 
five stated "the req uest for reser ve was re­
ce ive d to o la te for no rmal pur ch ase". As is 
apparen t, mos t of th e libraries gave mor e t ha n 
one rea son. I t is to be noted tha t only two 
lib rar ies sen t in a per cen tag e estimate of the 
amount of copying do ne for their r eserve collec­
t ion on t he basis of ea ch of t he reaso ns men ­
t ione d . However fifty per cent of all co py ing 
don e in t his catego ry of work was motivated 
by one reason, na mely, "it is cheaper". 
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From five librar ies rep ortin g on t he 
max imu m nu m ber of pages they copied for thei r 
r eserve collect ion, t he ans wers received ran ged 
between twenty pa ges in t he cas e of one in­
s ti tu t ion a nd , in t he cas e of a nother , " wit hou t 
limit, de pe nding on various circ umsta nces such 
as cost and a va ilabi li ty of original material " . 
T he nu mber of co pies per it em revolves a rou nd 
the figure thrr- c. At one library on ly , is t his ma­
te ria l ever bound. At one libra ry th is ma ter ia l 
is catalogued a nd t he catalog ca rd is filed in a 
s pecia l cata log , but cards are not sent to the 
Un ion Ca talog. An other library , ho wever, 
do es se nd a card to the Un ion Ca ta log if th e 
cop ies were t ake n fr om ma teria l th a t was not 
already hel d by that libra ry. All the other 
l ibrar ies d o not catalog any of t his ma ter ial. 

Comin g bac k now to t he grounds on 
whi ch dec is ions a re ma de, we find th a t not one 
of t he li brar ies that said it was chea pe r to use 
photocopi es ha d a rr ive d at t hat decis ion on 
t hu basis of an actual study . T he ir only 
basis , t hey sta ted , was "an intelligen t gu n-s" 
or " a general consen sus of lib ra ria ns" . It is 
proba ble t ha t t his " general consensus" was 
it self based on so me " in te lligent gu ess" . Ac­
t ually t he re ha ve been no studies to sup po rt 
t he conc lusi on t ha t it really is cheaper. On the 
ot her ha nd , in a d octoral th es is , " T he Impact 
of Photocop ying on Sch ola rly P u blishin g" by 
R ober t Cla rke , one finds t hese remarks about 
m ulti ple co pyi ng and copyi ng of jo urnal ar ­
ticles: 

" I nte rn al multiple-copy ph otocopying 
of materials should be st udied as a sep­
ara t e a nd diffe rent. pr oblem." "Li br ar­
ia ns sho uld anticipate jo urna l needs fur­
t he r into t he future , and sho uld N OT as­
su me t ha t ph ot ocopying is auto ma t ica lly 
m ore economical tha n su bscr ipt ion ." " Li­
brarians sho uld kee p sufficient data to 
make valid su bscriptio n decisions, a nd 
should su bsc ribe to journals with su b­
scr ip t ion prices of $30 per year or less 
if one-y ea r vol u rnes are nceded an aver­
a ge of once per year ove r a 20-year pe rio d 
or lon ger ". (12) 

Ano t her st udy, t his one conducte d by George 
Fry an d Associates of Chicago, reveals tha t 
although t here was " ... an outstan d ing a­
waren ess by librarians of the pr oblem s of ph oto­
dupli cati on of co py righted materia l. .. librar­
ians gen erally ex hibit ed much less aware ness of 
the eco no mics of photodupl ica t ion". This 
study by Fry also poin ts ou t th e fa ct th a t "Be­

ca use a goo d libr ari an is a lways concerned with 
pr oviding service , ph ot odu plication practi ces 
in so me situations had progressed beyond logi­
cal eco no mic bou nds, regard less of copyr ight 
cons iderations" . (13) 

Right here is per haps as good a pla ce 
as an y to ask our selves: wh at is the pos it ion 
of Atlanti c-region lib raries with regard t o " the 
econ omics of p hot oduplica t ion" mentioned 
above in t he qu ota t ion from F ry '? Wh a t is 
t heir degree of aware ness in this mat ter? Un ­
less it ca n be pr oved to the contrary (on the 
basi s of a scien tific study , of course ) the pr e­
sen t survey on our methods and prac ti ces in 
ph otocopying is likely to re turn a verdict of 
"gui lty" as far as the charge--"lack of cost­
con sciousness"- is conc erned. 

Interlibrary Loans 

On the qu es t ionna ire, it may be re­
mem bered , the last section was devoted to 
photocopy ing in rela t ion to in terlibrary loans, 
This is cer ta inly an importan t topic that de­
serves to be s t udied with a good deal of thor­
oug hness, For a sta rt, we shall tu rn our a t t en ­
t ion to the fa cts th a t have bee n revealed through 
th e questionna ires . 

F irst of all we disc over , fr om the re­
plies received , that nin e out of tw elve libr aries 
t hat ha ve ph ot ocopiers at t hei r dis posal are 
su bst.ituting pho tocop ies fo r in terlibrary loa ns 
when ever it is considered reasonable. Pay­
men t for t he se cop ies is charr-ed at the ra te of 
15 cen ts per exposu re and twelve out of twelve 
librar ies agree automatically to acc ept a nd pay 
for a ph otocopy su pplied to t hem (in lieu of the 
item req ues ted) if t he cost is reason ab le. Well, 
where could one find a more agr eeable group 
of people" 

In an a rt icle by Da vid H eron, " Photo­
copy an d Int erlibrary Loan", th e au thor makes 
this statemen t: "It is t he considered opinion 
of many members an d consti t uents of the In­
ter librar y Loan Co m mittee a nd of th e Co py ing 
Metho ds Section t hat ph otosu bs ti tu t ion prac­
ti ce am ong Ameri can Libraries looks li ke a can 
of worms" . (14) 

Judgi ng from the observations m ade above 
conce rn ing our unusu al una ni mity, one migh t 
thi nk that Mr. H eron's rem arks are not ap­
plica ble to this region. We shall wai t an d see. 
Alt hough we a ll agree to pay if t he cha rge is 
reasona ble, wha t do we agree is a re ason ab le 
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cha rge ? From the s u rvey , he re are t he an­
swe rs : 

F ou r libra r ies said : 15c per exposu re 
with a mi ni mum ch arge of $1. Two li bra ries 
said : 10c pe r exposu re with a m ini mum charge 
of $1. Two others sai d : 10c pe r exposu re 
wi th n o charge for five exp osu res or less . O ne 
li brary said: 15c p er exposure with no charge 
fo r t hre e ex po sures o r less . T wo libraries d id 
n ot a nswe r t h e ques ti on at a ll ; but , t o make up 
fo r tha t , anoth e r libra ry gave two d iffe rent 
a ns we rs. T he first was : 15c p er exposu re wit h 
a m inimum cha rge of $1.; a n d t h e se cond : 
15c, b u t n o charge for three ex po s ures o r less . 

T h is is not M r. H eron's can of wo rms'? 
Li-t us co m pa re ou r findin gs with th ose of 
Hero n h imself, wh o says : "Th er e was a wide 
va r ie ty of repl ies, ran gin g from a fla t 5c p er 
page to 40c per page. Th ir ty -s ix fa vo re d a 
flat 15c pe r p a ge, and thi r ty-five fa vo red 10c 
per page. A $1. mi nimum got f ifty-f ive votes ; 
S~ . go t nine tee n votes; $3. only four" . (1 5) 

Another question in ou r su r vey was : 
" W hat maximum ch a rge wo uld y ou be willi n g 
to pay .. . . wi th ou t y ou r p revious con sen t ?" 
Of cou rse , the replies re tu rned showed just as 
gr eat a variety . We got one v ot e fo r a $1. 
maximum , t wo fo r $2. four fo r $3. and tw o 
for $ 5. with three libraries abs ta in in g. 

F ive libr aries vo ted ou t r igh t aga inst 
t he add ition of any charges for sea rch a nd 
handli ng; o ne v ote d a con d iti o n a l NO. Three 
o t hers , howeve r , voted in fa vo r b u t the charges 
they suggested va ri ed between 50c a n d $2 . 

From a nswers to th e qu estions a bo ut 
t he a ctua l cost of a n in t er lib ra ry loan and 
t he cost per exposu re , we fou n d that n in e 
li b ra ries out of twelve h a d ne ver ca lcu la t ed the 
cost of an a ver a ge in t er lib ra ry loan. O ne li­
b ra ry s upplied a figu re ta ken f rom a nothe r li­
brary in a n e ntirely di ffe ren t pa r t of the cou n­
t ry ; a nd one library rep or t ed t hat t h e cost had 
been ca lculated bu t a d d ed that it was only a 
ro ugh figu re . In short , as far a s the A tl an t ic 
P ro vin ces a re co ncer ned , we simply do not 
kn o w what an average in terli bra ry loa n costs . 
Y et we have libraries repl y ing tha t they find i t 
ad van tageous a nd more economi ca l to sub­
s ti tu te photocopies. 

U n d er the headi ng of C03t per ex­
p osu re, four lib ra ri es clai m ed to ha v e made t h e 
necessary calculations . I t is t o be no ted t ha t 
the statistics gi ven he re a re fo r X er ox mac hines 
only . In s tu dy in g th ese re plies to t he qu es ti on ­
nair e, we obser ve t hat t h e ca lcu la ted cost fig-­
ures fo r ren tal and suppl ies va ry from 4 .5 ce nts 
p er copy in the case of o ne in s t itu t ion t o 5 .7 
cen ts per copy in a n o t her and that th e co m­
pu ted labor charg-es , compared likewise f rom 
one lib rary to a no t her , range fro m .8 t o 1.3 
cents per co py - much small er , in e very case, 
than th e cos t of r en t a l a nd supplies p er copy. 
As fo r t he t otal cost , in cludi ng Ja bor , t hesp 
libra r ies each ga ve a d iffe rent. figu re, th e s p r r-a d 
bein g from 5. 5 ce n ts p er co py in one ca se to 8 
cen t s p er co py in anot her. I n cid en t all y , 8 
cen ts p er CO py wa s qu oted a s a n in clu-.iv e cos t 
figure by j ust one of t he libr ari es i ep or ti ng . 

W it h ou t rn r-un in g a ny offen se, le t us 
t ry to up tpr m in e how far t h ese calcu latio ns a re 
valid. F ur exam ple , one li brary with a m onth ­
ly vo lume of a bou t ~ .jO O copies wo rked out 
th e cos t of re n t a l a n d s u pp lies to be 4 .5 ce nt s 
per copy . Unless it is a cle r ica l m is t a kr-, t h is 
es t ima te is ove n bel ow the figu re give n bv the 
manufactu rers! If W I' tak e t he X erox fi'gu res 
at t heir fa ce val UP , t he ca lcul a t ed cos t of ren ta l 
and s upplies for th is par ticular case co mes to 
ov er 6 cen ts per copy . Even wit h a volume 
of 6000 co p ies a m on t h , this c os t fii;u re woul d 
d ro p only t o a bou t 5 .7 ce n ts per copy , but nn or 
as lo w as -l,.'i ce nts ! Th is is not p ossi bl e . U n­
for tu na tel y, i t would be only a f t or ver y th orough 
verifi cation t hat t he abo ve es t i mutr-s co u ld be 
co nsi d ered wi th an y d egree of seri ousness. As 
th ey stan d, t he only s a fe thin g is t o rcz a rd 
th em as unrel ia bl e. 

How va lid now are t he ca lculat ions 
re por ted abov e in t h e m ore d iffic ult m a tter of 
la bor cos ts ? F irst of a ll , i t is ex t remely d oubt­
ful that a ll a s pec ts of o ve r head ha ve been in­
clu d ed in t he la bo r cos t e-s ti mn tes re t urned in 
the quest io nnai res. Ou r do ubts become all the 
gr ea t er wh en we rea d t ha t E u gen e P ower, 
Pres id e n t of U nversity M icr ofilms , on the su b ­
jec t of la bo r cos ts , had this to say : " In ord er to 
operate a ny copyi ng service wi th a X erox 91 4 
eco nomi ca lly , o ne must fin d some way to e li­
m ina t e the co s ts of bookkeep ing and o t h er 
overhead wh ich cos ts many times t he duplica­
ti on i tself" . ( 16) 

As pointed out earlier in t h is paper, 
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the find ings of t he survey have shown th a t the 
systems of copy ing opera tions in gen eral use 
in t he Atla ntic uni versi ty libraries are of su ch 
a na ture tha t t hey t en d to keep ove rhead, 
throu gh cleri cal and ot he r cos t s, at a rather hi gh 
lev el. H ow t he n ca n one recon cile the sur­
pri singly low la bo r cos t es t ima tes re turned in 
t he ques t ionn a ir es, (t hey are a ctually, in every 
a nswer , n o mor e tha n one fifth of the du plica ­
tion cos t !) with th e s t a t eme n t fr om an authori ty 
suc h as Eugene P ow er, who claims, on the con­
t r a ry, tha t la bo r costs a re man y tim es more 
than those of du plicati on! W ho is wrong? 
Sin ce a lready the es t imates of cos t rep orted 
for rental a nd sup plies pr oved t o be inad­
missi ble, it would n ot be too sur prising if their 
acco mpa nyi ng ca lcu la tio ns on labo r cos ts mu s t 
lik ewise be d iscarded as invali d. 

In the light of t hese find ings, of course, 
a nu mber of qu es t ions m ay n eed t o be an ­
s wered ; and one of the m would und oubtedl y 
co ncern t he pr ices cha rged at the various in ­
s t itutions of ou r region for ph ot ocopy substi­
t u t ion for interlib rary loans. On wh at basis 
could t hese pr ices ha ve been determined? 

Ther e is a n in t eres t ing thesis, " Current 
Admi nis t rati ve Pra cti ces in Libra ry Photo­
graphic Ser vices" by Samuel B oone, in which 
he s ta tes: " Pri ces ch arged by librar ies for 
photo copies a re seldom based on a ca reful a naly ­
sis of cos ts , but rath er on th e pri ce lists of ot her 
libraries ." (17 ) M r. Boon e m ight ve ry well 
have bee n spea king ab out us. 

Ther e r ema ins now one curio us fact 
t o rep ort before brin gin g th is paper to a close. 
Not one of our libraries clai med t h e cos t of 
ph ot ocop y ing, includi ng labor, to be mor e tha n 
8 cen ts per co py , ye t t hey a ll (wit h one ex­
ce ption only) insis t on a charge of 15 ce n ts per 
exposure as t he basic an d eq u itable price to 
charge for interlibrary loan copyi ng. 

The last ques tion on the su r vey was 
the one ask ing "whether y ou cou ld conform 
if s t an dard rates wer e established a t lower 
figures than yo u rs ?" From six lib ra ries ca me 
a ffir ma tive a nswers ; from two m or e the r eplies 
were nega ti ve ; an d fr om the remai n ing fou r 
. . . golde n silence. 

On the basis of a nswers in repl y t o 
the ques t ionnai res of the su rvey, su ch is the 
picture of photocopy ing in the libr aries of the 
Atla n tic Prov in ces' univers ities. 

Pho toco pyi n g in our lib ra ries is in a 
ver y fav or ed position, whe n co ns ide red on t he 
ba sis of the machi nes we use. The quality 
an d perfor mance of X er ox are of high stan dard , 
its potential reassuring. But in ot he r respects , 
as we have see n , mu ch is lef t to be desi red , in 
parti cular, as far as administrative pr ocedures 
and cos t-co nsc ious ness a re con cerned. Librar ­
ian s , well-k nown for t he ir acc ura cy , meti ­
cul ous care a nd a tten tion to detail in oth er as­
pect s of thei r imp ortan t wor k, ca nnot all ow 
th emselves, in the field of ph ot ocop y ing, t o 
remain complacent about in efficient meth ods 
of ope ration an d guess wor k in dealing with 
cos t fac to rs . 

If we wa nt t he pi c tu re to cha nge , it is 
up to us. 
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Mi ss Williams wa s H ead of the Cataloguing 
Div ision of Memorial Un iversity Library , and has since 
been named Assistant Librarian . This is th e third and 
last art icle in our ser ies on Reclassificat ion . 

Margaret Williams 

Reclassification Program 
at Memorial University of Newfoundland 

Part III 

In N ovember of 1% 2 t he de cis ion 
was mad e to reclassif y th e lib rary of Mem or ial 
Uni versi t y of N ewfoundland from t he D ewey 
D ecimal t o t he Li br a ry of Congress classifica­
ti on system . T he p urp ose of this paper is to 
provide background to t his decision and to 
d escribe briefly some of t he m ethods used to 
a chieve our objective. St u dies by F. Eugene 
Gattinger (1) on th e subjec t of re classification 
in Canadian academic libra ri es se rve as an in­
tro duction to th is th ird a nd final paper in the 
series . 

At the t im e wh en t he decision to 
r eclass ify was mad e, M . .N. Library had 
grow n to 70,00 0 vol u mes sin ce it s beginn­
in gs in 1925. Durin g the major par t of t his 
forty - year period, catalogui ng and class ify ­
ing had been carried out a t such a simplified 
level, often by non-profession als, that it was 
known that reclassi fication and cer t a inly the 
recataloguing of th e collec tio n would someday 
be inevitable. T his was attem p te d in several 
areas bu t limi ted t ime a nd pe rso nnel were al­
ways t he en em ies of su ch proje cts . N or did 
t he id ea of reclass ifying within D ew ey engender 
mu ch ent husias m among our cata loguers be­
cause of the diff icul t ies a nd a nnoyances en ­
countered in its use. It was no t so much the 
bas ic principles of t he sy stem that we quarrelled 

wit h bu t ra ther the difliculty of appl ying it 
practicall y to our gro win g colle ct ion . E von 
ass ign ing the author and t itl e nuta ti on was a 
ti me-consu ming ope rat ion , no tw it hs tandi ng our 
a war en ess t ha t its rel ativ e importa nce to t h« 
class number sho ul d requ ire t his task to bt' dun e 
me chan ically an d quickly. Ind eed, it was 
our ex perience t ha t assigning of Cu t t er num­
bers ofte n required more time than classifica­
tion and fr equ ently an addition nec essitated 
ch a nges in t he exis t in g colle ct ion. It would 
appear that we were no t a lon e wi t h th ese prob­
lems; in a recen t su rv ey am ong sta t e college 
a nd uni ve rsity libraries in th e Un ited S la t es, 
librarian s in te rviewed ind icated t hat the effi­
cie nc y deri ved from the L ibr ary of Co ngress 
ra t her tha n the D ewey-Cu tter system is a ttri­
bu tabl e as much to th e s he lf-nu m ber sc hem e 
as to the classificati on itself (2) . 

It was with real enthusiasm, th en 
that t he conversion from Dewey t o L. C . was 
underta ken when approval had bee n r eceiv ed 
for the pr ogramme and for an in crease in sta ff 
and b udg et. An inc rease in s taff was ne cessary 
in or der th at t he backlog of a pprox im ately 
8,000 un ca talogu ed bo oks could be processed 
quickly to meet t he growing demands of ou r 
patr on s. Wh ile it was our first and pr in cip al 
a im to cla ssify a nd ca ta logue thi s ba ckl og, a nd 
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t o process future acquisitions within a reason­
abl e period of time, thought was naturally 
given to the re classification of the existing 
colle ct ion. Members of the s ta ff who had be en 
involved in cataloguing or reference for any 
length of tim e re ali zed fully what this would 
mea n. For m any y ears , ca tal oguing by to­
day's s ta nda rds would ha ve been im poss ible ; 
reques ts for sta ff and bud get ary su p por t of an 
opera t ion compar able with our present scope 
cou ld not have been met, even after the grant­
ing of universit y s ta t us . Un derstaffed as we 
wer e, our ti me was u nd ers tan dab ly give n to 
refer l·nce a nd circ ula tio n dut ies rather th an 
to the fu ll ca talogu ing of wha t now appears to 
t o be a trickle of acquisitions. Subject head­
in gs were non-existent for man y years and, un ­
til co m paratively recen t ti mes , instead of sub­
ject a dded en t ries in certain gene ral ar eas , re­
fere nc e cards wer e used to direc t the patron 
to t he shelves for books, the class nu m ber ha v­
in g been given for these spec ific heading s. 
T his method of offer ing t he su bject approa ch 
had at least two drawbacks : (a) T he s tu den t, 
ha ving no a ccess to the shelf lis t, ca nnot know 
the exa ct ho ldings in a par t icul ar sub je ct; if 
a n item is on loa n at the ti me he sur veys t he 
she lves, he has no way of kn owing of it s ex is­
te nce . (b) If close d or con t rolled access s tac ks 
become a necess ity, a ma jority of the students 
will not ha ve access to th e boo ks referred to 
by class ificat ion number only. 

It will be seen there fore t hat the 
ad op t ion of the L. C. sy s tem a t M emori al 
mean t not only t ha t we would be using what 
we felt to be a classifi ca tion m ore su ited to our 
needs, but th at we would be able to correct 
t hese mistakes a nd deficien cies of the pa st . 

Thou gh r conc ur with most of th e 
gene ral reasons which Mr. Ga t t inger offers in 
su p por t of rec lass ifica t ion, r have felt con­
strained to ou t line these few a d di tional, mo re 
spec ific rea sons why it was found necessary to 
pr oceed at once wit h the reclass ification of t he 
M .U.N. Li br ary. We did not und er tak e the 
pr oject be cause L.C. was sa id to be sc ientifi­
cally based; because it was fashionable; be­
ca use we wer e gro wing fr om college to u ni ver­
si ty status ; or m er ely becau se we could pro­
cess books much more quickly . We under took 
it bec ause , qu ite frankly, wha t we possessed 
for a "system" had , by 1962 , bro ken do wn com­
pletely. 

As librarians well know, t he li terature 
of ou r pr ofession reveals that many pr ogrammes 
of this kind ha ve foundered in th eir early 
s ta ges , ofte n with in t he first year. T he pros­
pect of t his type of failure can, in my opinion, 
be greatly reduced by su bmit t ing th e entire 
programme t o careful a na lysis and pl anning, 
even to min u te de tail, before t he firs t book is 
a t ta cked. At t he ti me that our pr ogramme 
commen ced, the chief lib rarian was t he only 
member of staff wh o had had exper ience with 
the L. C. sy s tem. Accordingly, arran gements 
wer e made for me to obse rve first-ha nd the 
recla ssifica t ion programmes th en u nd erway at 
t he University of T or onto and M cM as ter Uni­
versi ty in Hamil ton, Ontario. This exper­
ience pr oved to be in va lua ble and I am sure 
preven ted us from ma king mista kes which 
would have been d ifficu lt to recti fy a nd cos t ly 
in t im e, mon ey a nd sta ff moral e. Because 
ther e is no publish ed ma nual on the use of t he 
L. C. sched u les, a shor t and intensive work­
study per iod of th is type would a p pea r to be 
desir a ble, inde ed esse nt ial , for those libraries 
cont em plati ng the changeover to Libr ary of 
Co ngress . 

Our techn iques were ba sed la rgel y on 
t hose em ployed by these two Ca nadian u ni­
versities, with emphasis upon th ose of the Uni­
versity of T oron to where I sp en t the lon ger 
peri od . Mi ss Lorna Fraser, Head of the Cata­
loguing D epartmen t a t T oronto when th a t pro­
gramme was beg un in 1959, ha s revi ewed th eir 
reasons for converti ng to L . C. an d she has also 
provid ed an ou tline of t he pr ogress made dur­
ing th e first eighteen months (3). As fa r as I 
am a wa re, this is th e on ly study of i ,s kind 
for a Ca na dia n library ; in addition, it is a read­
ab le a nd detaile d paper wh ich can be a pplied 
wit h pr ofit by a ny library contem plating con­
vers ion to L. C. At t he t ime of my visit , the 
U. of T . L ibrary had ju st completed its fourth 
year on a reclassificati on progra m me which 
was s till pr oceeding acco rdi ng to pl a n a nd tim e­
ta ble . One ma y well won der whe re t he On­
ta rio Ne w Uni versit ies Library P roject (4) 
would have be en to day exce pt for this dec ision , 
in 1959, to get on with the job. 

Afte r my return from T or on to a nd with 
a sta ff of one par t-t im e a nd two full- time ca ta­
loguers, we began ou r first timid advances into 
the Li br ary of Congress schedules. In order 
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to familiarize ourselves with these, and to bu ild 
up a shelf list in L . C. as quickly a s pos sible, we 
conc en t ra te d on recent a cq uisi t io ns for which 
L. C. cards had been re ceived . In a surpr is­
ingly s hor t spa ce of t ime, a nd much to t he d e­
light of the entire staff, fully process ed books 
started to flo w from the ca t a logui ng depart­
ment at a rate far beyond our expectations. 
Al though it la cks many of th e pnemon ic fea ­
t u re s of Dewey, Library of Congress soon be­
ca me almost as fam iliar to the ca talogu ers who 
see med t o acquire a s ixth se nse a bou t t he sys­
t em, perhaps because of th e logic apparen t 
wi t h in th e schedules and a certain un iformit y 
of la yout between the separate schedules. 

In the manner just described, our per­
manen t cataloguing staff started th e project 
and saw it develop surely and not at all slowly. 
After the initial six weeks it was decided to 
begin a crash programme during which all pro­
fessional members of the library staff would 
descend on the cataloguing department in an 
effort to clear up the large backlog of uricata­
logued books. All possible help was to be 
given by the sub-professional and clerical staff, 
the latter group having now been increased by 
two members. Although it was necessary t o 
enlist the aid of the professional staff of the 
R eference and Circulation Departments, care 
was taken to ensure that the immediate needs 
of faculty and students were not neglected 
wh ile work progressed toward providi ng a 
b et t er library service in the future. At the 
en d of t he two weeks, statistics showed t ha t t ne 
numb er of volu m es processed had to talled one 
thous an d . 

Th e eff icienc y of the L ibrary of Con­
g ress sys te m accrues when the library has 
a ccess to t he L . C. printed catalogs and a cce p ts , 
for t he m os t part, the classification numbers 
pro vided. Granted, cata loguers in W ashing­
t on are no less subject to error than our o wn 
catalogu er s and L. C .' s de cis ions must be meth od­
od ically chec ked. This does not m ean, how­
eve r , that we should try to dispute eve ry num­
b er, or feel that our needs are specia l and tha t 
lo cal co nd itio ns s ho u ld at all t im es be reflect­
ed in th e clas sificati on. Indeed we ha ve taken 
preci sely the a lt ernate view on t he pre m ise 
t h at spe c ia l a nd loca l conditions cha nge rapid ly 
and if we are t o adapt the system being us ed 
to these conditio ns, the whole purpose of an 
in ternational scheme is, at least partially, de-

Iea ted. The pr essu re to ada pt L. C. is per ­
haps grea t er with in the s m a lle r a cad em ic li­
brar ies because their ne ed s a rc so me ho w ass u m­
ed t o be unique . The rate of ~I. U. N .'s growth 
has pla ced a s t rong check upon a ny t em pta­
t ions t o ada p t the sc heme; s pee d, efficie ncy a nd 
a gro wi ng co nfid enc e in a well based a nd an 
internati on all y acc epted s che me ha ve a ll 
stem med fr om this dec isio n that we sh ou ld 
a cc ept t he classif.ca ti on a s p ro posed on t lu : L . 
C . cards wit h a mini mum of cha nge . 

In t wo sectio ns, how e ver , it was up­
cided fr om the beginnin g to e m ploy ex pa nd ed 
classifications; th es!' in clude d th e a reas of :\' e w­
foundl and h istory a nd Canad ian li t era tu re. 
The Canadi an liter atur e sched u le is on e th a t 
is in use in m any C a na d ia n li bra r ies a nd , as 
m ay be ex pec t ed , th e sch edule for N ewfou nd­
land hi s t ory is of ou r o wn de visi n g, Bot h 
expa ns io ns a re gea r ed t o ou r requ ir em e n ts 
and whil e we a re happy th a t we adopted th ese, 
we are nevertheless t:hankful that we estab­
lished th e general pol icy of ada pt.in p L. C . as 
littl e as p ossible in a ll o t her area s of th e classi­
ficati on. 

On e of th e first a nd mo s t urgen t d e­
crsions wh ich we had t o make conce rn ed t h" 
t y pe of catalogue to be used in ou r ne w sys­
t em . W e had a lways had a di ct ionary ca ta ­
log ue a nd per son s on sta ff conc erned wit h th is 
qu es t ion favou red reten t ion of t his fo r m as 
bein g easier for s t ud en ts t o use t han t hI' d ivid vd 
au t h or - t i t le a nd su bjec t ca t a logu e. The id ea 
of begi nni ng a new catalogue for ne wly cat a ­
logued an d reclassi fied m ater ia l was abando ne d 
bec a use it would doubtless fru s tra te patron s 
and s taff ; t he re would a lso be th e dan ger, be ­
ca us e t raci ngs of s ec ondary entr ies we r e n ot 
al wa ys ind icated , t hat old ca rds for re class ified 
t itles might no t be withdrawn when t he new 
ca rds were filed. Consequen tl y, we no w have 
a di ctionary cata log u e that conta in s a re cord of 
our holdings bo th in Dewey a nd in L ibrary of 
Congress. It s hou ld howe ver be pointed ou t 
t ha t our d ecision t o m ain t ain t he old ca ta logu e 
was, to a grea t extent , feas ibl e on ly bec a use 
L. C . s u bject he a din gs an d filing rul es had been 
in us e for many years. 

Alth ough t he clerica l sta ff of t he ca t a­
logui ng d epa rtme n t ha d bee n increase d , it was 
fel t t hat if books were t o be proc essed a t t he 

october 1965 101 



desired rate, we would not be able to continue 
producing our cards as we had in the past. 
Since 1955, full sets of Library of Congress 
cards were purchased and duly prepared by 
the addition of call numbers and secondary en­
tries. Where cards did not exactly match the 
book in hand, the necessary changes were 
typed on all cards; when L.C. cards were un­
obtainable, full sets were typed manually. 
This costly and time-consuming method was 
considered to be impracticable in 1963 for our 
new programme. We sought a solu t ion through 
the University of Toronto Press who were re­
producing by Xerox the catalogue cards for 
the U. of T. Library. Thus M.U.N. became 
the first outside library to enter into a contract 
with them for the production of cards . Since 
that date, they have processed our cards at an 
average rate of 900 masters each month. The 
cost has increased in two and a half years from 
17c to 25c per set excluding cos t of card stock; 
this may appear expensive but the saving in 
labour, in common with other mechanical and 
automated procedures, easily absorbs this cost. 
N or is this all. If one compares this cost 
ev en with that of a full set of L. C. cards, it 
will be seen that the cost of a set of six cards 
from the U. of T. Press is less than 33c includ­
ing air-mail postage; a pack of six L.C. cards 
costs 37 cents. The set of Xeroxed cards, when 
received by us, needs only the addition of the 
se condary entry headings while a set of L. C. 
cards must have the class number as well as 
any necessary modification typed on each card 
in addition to designated headings. Because 
our cards are sent to and from Toronto by air­
mail, the average time in transit is only seven 
to ten days. 

As most people know, Xerox of Can­
ada can now adapt their 914 Copiers to pro­
duce catalogue ca rds on slight card stock and 
this provides an alternative approach to the 
problem, at least for those libraries which 
possess a 914 Copier; also, the Association of 
Atlantic Universities Library Printing Centre 
at Saint Mary's University in Halifax is al­
ready reproducing card masters and has pro­
duction costs down to 2c per card (5). How­
ever, since we are able to obtain L.C . cards for 
90 % of our needs, I estimate that we would 
require at least one m ore full-time person if we 
were to type all original masters instead. Our 
only immediate prospect of lowering costs 
would appear to be in an efficient but more eco­
nomical means of producing a quality card 
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directly from L.C. cards or L.C. proof slips. 
I should have noted that by 1964, within one 
year of starting to reclassify at M.U.N. we be­
gan to subscribe to the L. C. proof slip service 
which has itself speeded the operation and re­
duced our costs considerably. 

As might be imagined the biggest 
drawback in our programme of card repro­
duction is the time lag between the book's 
appearance on the shelf and the filing of the 
catalogue cards. We have tried to overcome 
this difficulty, to some extent at least, by the 
addition of the call number to the on-order card. 
This card, which we insert in the catalogue 
when the book is ordered, thus serves as a tem­
porary main card for the catalogued item. 
In this way our patrons have access to the pro­
cessed book as soon as the book is shelved. 
We have developed a simple and efficient meth­
od of accomplishing this step. When the cata­
loguer is processing a book, she makes a tem­
porary shelf list card with shortened form of 
author and title and full call number. These 
cards, after revision of the work, are passed to 
a cataloguer's assistant who first alphabetizes 
them and then copies the call numbers on a 
strip of perforated, pressure-sensitive labels. 
At the catalogue these labels are detached from 
the strip and applied to the appropriate on­
order card using the temporary shelf card as a 
location aid. This operation is done quickly 
be cause the cards do not need to be removed 
from the trays for affixing of labels. At this 
time, also, the choice of main entry as shown 
on the on-order card is verified with the accepted 
entry shown on the temporary sh elf card. When 
this step is completed, the temporary cards 
are arranged in classified order and interfiled 
in the shelf list . Again, because of the time 
lag, this step helps to avoid duplication of call 
numbers during the interim. Their presence 
also serves, for the staff at least, as a subject 
approach to the collection and provides an up­
to-date picture at any time of our holdings in 
a particular section. 

If master cards were to be lost in tran­
sit between St. J ohn's and Toronto, this would 
soon become obvious be cause staff members are 
always consulting the shelf list and these tem­
porary blue cards are stamped with the date of 
filing. An out-dated card must be investi­
gated immediately. As an additional pre­
caution all master cards are recorded on a 16 
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rom. Recordak portable filmer (Model RP-1) 
before mailing. Thus is a pack of 100 masters 
were to be lost in the mails, we would not be 
forced to repeat all the professional and mech­
anical processes in vol ved. The cost of mi­
crofilming the master card is indeed minimal: 
6,000 cards can be done on a roll of film that 
costs $5.75 including processing. Cards could 
be produced direct from the filmstrip in the 
event of loss; further, this film is to be stored 
in another university building as a permanent 
record of our holdings in the event of fire or 
other catastrophe. I should mention that dur­
ing nearly three years of operation we have 
never lost cards in transit. 

Having found a satisfactory way of 
producing our cards, we next turned our atten­
tion to the problem of the physical prepara­
tion of books for the shelves. In the past we 
had used an electric stylus and transfer paper 
for lettering book spines. While this method 
was inexpensive and clean, it was awkward and 
time-consuming; nor was the lettering at all 
uniform because many persons were pressed 
t o d o this work on a roster basis in order to 
s t em the tide of books. A search was therefore 
begun to find some mechanical device to fill 
our needs and, in time, we acquired a SE-LIN 
labeler. This labeler is an attachment that 
can be ordered to f t any make or model of 
typewriter. It is now available through a 
Canadian agent and has been amply described 
in the literature (6). Speed and ease of opera­
tion come with a little practice; the labels pro­
duced are permanent, legible and uniform in 
size and style. Although the electric stylus 
is used for certain items, the choice of the op­
erators themselves is decidedly for the SE-LIN 
labeler in preference to other means. 

With these mechanical and procedural 
problems behind us, we now turned our atten­
tion to the professional aspects of reclassifica­
tion. After a study of our book collection in 
relation to present and projected staff estab­
lishments, it was estimated that the reclassi­
fication programme would require ten years. 
Vve do not plan to reclassify every title in the 
library but rather only those titles which are 
considered to comprise the library's 'active 
collection'. When this programme is com­
pleted, the books remaining in the Dewey 
classification will probably be consolidated and 
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shelved in special but adjoining stack areas 
where they would be easily accessible when re­
quired. 

There were certain areas of our book 
collection which we decided must take pre­
cedence over others in this programme and a 
schedule of priorities was agreed upon. We 
had adopted a 'controlled-access' stack policy 
and for various reasons the Reference and Bib­
liography collections took high priority with 
Biography running a close third. Not only 
would the Reference and Bibliography sec­
tions be of vital use to cataloguers but we were 
anxious also to develop a Readers' Service for 
staff and students compatible with greatly ex­
panded demands in our new university role. 
The Biography collection covers everyone from 
saints to scientists and poets to politicians. 
This section had for many years been termed 
an anachronism, even by student patrons. 
During the past two years, these sections have 
been completely recatalogued and reclassified. 
Another section completed during this time 
was the 700's, or Fine Arts. Priority here had 
to do with physical location and, in addition, 
the University had begun to investigate the 
possibility of a School of Fine Arts. This 
summer we began the reclassification of the 
books in Education. It is planned to have 
this section completed by September of 1966 
when it will be moved into the library of the 
new education building now being erected. 

Meanwhile, we have reclassified titles 
in every area of t hr- library. By policy, for 
example, we have reclassified all boo ks placed 
in the Reser v.. ('ollection. If this is found to 
be impossible for lack of time, such titles are 
processed before being returned to the general 
stacks. In this way, a very functional part 
of the library collection is being converted. 
As new copies and editions are added, the exist­
ing copies and editions are removed from the 
Dewey collection and processed together with 
the new books. The older editions are care­
fully scrutinized at this time because it would 
obviously be wasteful to reclassify out-dated 
or useless editions. 

In the past two years we have re­
classified approximately 8,500 volumes. At 
first, as I believe was inevitable, there were 
problems in the streaming of books from one 
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syste m to the other with t he least in con ven ­
ien ce to library pa tron s . Altho ug h th eor et i­
ca lly a book is not a vaila bl e du ri ng th is time, 
we of t en had 'urgent' requ ests for such titl es, 
By ou tl inin g eac h step of the procedure care­
fully, an d ha ving learned thro ugh experie nce 
th e len gt h o f time for each s tep, we a re now 
ab le to programme the work so t hat we may 
easily loca te such titles as a re 'i n the strea m ' . 

Na tu ra lly , we take great ca re lest the 
reclassifica t ion p rog ra m m e shou ld co nfuse pa t­
rons or shake their co n fide nce in the ca talogue. 
Accordingly, when we decide to reclass ify a 
title t he mai n card in the pu blic cata log ue is 
s ta m ped 'B eing R eclassified' in bold red letters 
t o in d icate that this ti tl e is tem po rar ily out of 
ci rc ula tion. As a preliminary t o th is step th e 
s he lf card is re moved from the files and re­
pla ced by a tempora ry on e . If the shelf ca rd 
is an L.C . p rin ted ca rd , it is sent with t he book 
th rough normal cataloguing p rocedu res whe re 
the D e wey class nu mber ca n be de leted with 
Snopake co rrec ti ng flui d . It W RS es t im ate d 
that we had L . C . ca rds for some 30 ,000 vol­
umes in our ca t a logu e at the ti m e of the cha nge­
over ; clea rly, these co u ld be reclass ified d ir­
ectly wit h ou t expending t im e or mon ey on new 
ca rds. W here a typed card had been used , the 
book is sen t to t he Bibliogr a ph ical Ce nt re 
wh ere an L .C. card is orde red. Should an L .C . 
entry not be found , the old shelf ca rd ca n be 
us ed as the wo r k sli p for reprocessi ng. Be­
ca use the order ing of L.C. ca r ds ne cessi ta t es a 
delay of approxim a t ely on e mo nth, th ese books 
are not shel ved with new books awaiti ng cards. 
Kept in a se parate a rea, t hey p rove to be more 
easily t raced when req u es t ed by patrons. 

All recla ss ified books must pass 
through the same cataloguing procedures as 
n ew boo ks. This is do ne to ensure that the 
latest for m of a subject-he adi ng is used, t hat 
all na me a nd se ries entries a re included in the 
r ecen t ly es t ablished name an d se ries a uthority 
files , an d especiall y to ens u r e that all ca t a logu ­
ing is of an acce p t a bl e s t a n da rd. As soo n as 
the book is ready for shelving, t he call nu m ber is 
added to the old ma in entry card. Acce ss is th us 
provided a t the ea rliest possib le t ime, through 
this card , to t he reclassi fied item. Patrons 
are instructed to refer immediately to the main 
card for an y D ewey item loca t ed by subject 
or t it le a d ded en try . T h is step ob via t es un ­
necessary trips to the stacks when the needed 

104 

book may be eit he r in the reclassifica t ion pr o­
cess or shelved accordi n g to the Lib ra ry of 
Co ngress system . When th e n ew se t of cards 
is being filed, the old cards a re removed and 
ma t ched wi t h the tem porary shelf ca rd . On e 
ca r d is ke p t for us e in compiling statistics an d 
th e remain der are d iscarded as the final s te p in 
the reclassifica t ion p rocedure. 

B y way of co nclusion I should per­
haps add tha t our reclassification progra m m e is 
p rogressing on schedule. Alt hough I do not 
consider t h e completion date to be of para­
mo unt im porta nce, the origi nal goal of te n 
years (1973) a ppears t o be enti re ly possible. 
So much mo re important is our abi li ty , becaus e 
of the ad van t a ges of the Library of Co n gress 
system, to pro v ide a hi g her level of li br a ry ser ­
vi ce for our pa t rons no w, in 1965. Wit h the 
prospect of 5,000 students withi n a fe w ye a rs, 
mos t of us, when we th ink about it at a ll, a re 
gratefu l t hat we took posi t ive steps in t h is 
di rection. As fo r our patrons, the fa culty no 
longer pleads its case fo r t he L. C . system a nd 
the stude n ts seem t o be not at a ll in con ven­
ienced by a dual system d ur ing this con ver sion 
period . 

1.	 Gatti nger, F .E., " R eclassificat ion - .-\r e 
You Converted Yet?" and "Reclas s i­
fica t ion in Canadi a n Aca de mi c Li­
b ra ries" APLABu lietin , X X I X (1965) , 
pp. 16-2 2, 62- 68. 

2.	 Mo rrison, P. D . and C.J. M orrison , " 1 se 
of Lib r a ry of Congress Cla ssi fica tion 
D ecision s in Acade mic Li bra ries - an 
Em pirica l Study" Li brary Resources 
an d T echnical Ser vices, I X (1965) , 
pp. 235 -2 42. 

3.	 Frase r, L.D ., " Ca t a loguing a nd R eclassi­
fica t ion in the University of Toron t o , 
1959/ 60" Library Resources and T ech­
nical Se rvices , V (196 1), pp. 270-280 . 

4.	 "Five Univ ersities in Lib ra ry Proj ect " Re ­
printed in Caeul N eicsletter, I (1963) , 
p . 15 . 

5.	 Hallam , Gibson, S. J ., " Lib ra ry Co opera ­
tion - A.A. U. Lib ra rians' Commi tt ee" 
APLA Bulletin, XXIX (1965), pp . 
50-53. 

6.	 G a ber , N .H., "Book M ar king Arra ly sis" 
Li brary Jo u rna~ LXXX I X (1964) , 
pp , 1503-07. 
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Highlights of the 26th Conference 

Memorial University of Newfoundland, 
St. John's , Nfld. August 29-31, 1965. 

Th e f ull M1:nutes of the Conference will be jo rtoarded to all members 
via APLA N ewsletter. T abled reports are published hereioith, 
immediately following this summary of Conference events. 

T he Conference was formally opened 
by th e Lie utenant-Governor of Newfou ndlan d, 
t he Hon ourable Fa bia n O'Dea, Q.C., who s po ke 
on the su bject of 16t h century na vigat ion be ­
tw een England a nd the Colo ny of Newfou nd­
land . T he occasion itself, which inc lud ed a 
re cept ion an d tea , ma rked the ope ning of a 
Newfo un dlan dian a Book Exhibit relat ing to 
early explor ation a nd na vigation and to which 
Lie utenant- Go verno r O'Dea had loa ned his 
pe rsonal collection of early ma ps . 

M r. A. M. Fraser , P ro vincial Arch i­
vis t a nd Curator of t he New fou ndl a nd Museum 
ad d resse d delegates on th e s ubj ect of expl ora­
tion an d earl y colo niza ti on as illu strated by 
va rious exhibits t hen on view . 

F ollowing refreshments , delegates re ­
mo ved to the Me mori al Univers it y Theatre for 
t he s howing of several film t it les inc luding t he 
following ; A nd Somethin g Mo re (K na pp Sc hool 
L ibr aries Project); Livin g S chool L ibraries; 
T erra Nova ; Paper-Back s in the S chool; and 
B eautiful Bonne Ba y. 

Monday-August 30 (F ir s t G e n eral S e ssion) 

Official words of welcome wer e bro ught 
from H.G.R. Me ws , Mayor of S t. Joh n's a nd 
from D ean G. A. Hick man who represen ted 
M .U .N . Presid en t R aymond Gu shue, C.B .E. , 
Q.C., LL.B. , D .Cn.L., LL.D., then in T ok yo. 

This bu siness sess ion include d M in ­
u tes of t he 25t h Co nfere nce a nd the Treasurer 's 
R eport ; it a lso saw the tab ling of th e Nominat ­
ing Com mit tee's R epor t as a result of whi ch 
t he following persons were la ter installed as 
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E xecu t ive Officers of t he AP LA for the yea r 
1965-1966: 

P resident : Dou glas Boylan , Confederat ion
 
Cen tre L ib ra ry , Ch arlot tetown, P .R-I.
 

S ecretary-Treasurer: M iss P auline Ho me, H al­
ifa x M emorial L ibr ary, H alifa x, N . S. 

V ice-Presid ent, N ova S cotia (and P res ident­
El ect): M rs. D or ot hy Cooke, D alhou sie Un­
ivers ity L ibrary, Ha lifax, N. S. 

V-ice- President, N ewfoundlan d: M iss Pa tr icia 
Rahal , Memor ial U niversity of N ewfound­
la nd, St. Jo hn 's, N fld. 

Vice- Pr e.sident , P rince Ed ward I slamd: Mr. 
Will ia m Led well, P rince Ed wa rd Isla nd Li ­
br a ries , Cha rlotteto wn , P .E.I. 

V ice- P resident, New B rJ~II.~ 1IJ ick : M iss He len 
Cummin gs, Saint Joh n F ree P ublic L ibr ary , 
Saint Joh n, N . B. 

Pa st- P resident : F . Eugene Gat ti nger, Memo r­
ial Un iversit y of Newfoundland, St. J ohn' s, 
Nfl d. 

D elegates t hen heard the the me ad­
dr ess of th e Co nfer en ce wh ich was del ivered by 
D ea n E me rit us Dr. A. C. Hu nter of M em orial 
U nivers ity of Newf ound land. T his paper on 
the de velop men t of p ubli c library se rv ice in 
Ne wfou ndl and is to be publish ed in the A PL A 

Bu llelin in two parts (see page 80) . Mr. R . 
M . D ono va n la ter moderated a pa nel d iscus­
sion with Y ves R ob erg e a nd Douglas Boy lan 
based on Dr . H u nter 's paper. 

T he Re port on th e A PL A Checklist 
w as t a ble d by Mi ss A. Let ts ; mem bers learn ed 
th at M iss Sh irley E lliot t wou ld not be a ble to 
conti nu e her ed itoria l work on this publica t ion 

105
 



Th e gavel b ears the co at-o f-arms of ea c h of th e
 

four Atlant ic Pro vinces . Upon a sc ro ll within its
 

handl e a re inscribed the name s of pa st Executive
 

Officers . Ferrul es have been e xe c ute d in pvrophv ­


llite ( un ique to N zwfount:Jland) and in Labrador ite,
 

the offi cia l ge mstone o f N , wfo und la nd an d La bra ­


d or .
 

The sc roll was i llu-ninetad b y Siste r M ary Ch ryso s­


tom , Lib rarian , H oly H eart of M a ry Reg ion al
 

H igh Sche e l. SI. J ohn 's, Nlld.
 

Port ion of the dis pla y of Lieutenant ­
G o ve rno r O 'D ea's co llat io n of maps . 

Since its inc e p tio n in 19 19 and unt il rec ent years, 

this organi zati on wa s known as the M ar itime Li­

brary Assoc iat ion. W ith N ewfoundland 's e ntry 

int o Confedera tion in 1949, a change of name 

ca me under act ive co nside rat ion , ap p ro pria tel y a t 

the 195 8 Co nfe rence in SI. John 's . At ih 25th 

Co nference in Hal ifax last year, the membersh ip 

learn ed that ou r enab ling Nova Scot ia Compan ies 

Act had fina lly le gal ized use of the na me : At­

lantic Pro vince s Lib rary A ssoc iation. 

It is th er efore fill ing that th e Memorial Univers ity 

of N e wfoundland , host to our 26th Conference , 

sho uld p resent a gavel to mark this historic mile­

sto ne of the Association's corporate existence. 

This spec iall y d esign ed gav el was presente d by 

AFLA Pre sident, F. Eug ene G alli nger , o n b ehalf 

of th e M e mor ial Un iversity of N ewfou ndla nd to 

Presid ent-E lect Bo yla n during the ba nq ue t te nd er ­

ed by the G ov ernment o f N ewfoundland and La ­

brador for the Conferen ce del egates. 

I
 

Miss M a rjo rie M e ws o f G o slin g M emoria l Lib rary , SI. John' s, wis he s to than k theAPLA 

for flowers and many kind express ions of concern during her present hosp ital ization. M iss M ews 

was Vice-pres id ent fo r N ew foundland dur ing the ye ar 19 6 4 -5 . 



Del egates subseq ue nt ly approved a proposal 
of the APLA executi ve to re-o rgan ize t he re­
por t ing service and gen eral edi ti ng of t he A PLA 
Ch eck list which might, within one ye ar, make 
fea sib le its publication as a par t (or separate) 
of the APLA B ulletin. Me an whi le, a n Edi tor­
ial Com mit tee is to explore all aspects of t he 
pr oblem. 

I n Mr. M . R. Hussain 's absence, Mrs. 
Marie Adams read his paper (see pag e 91) on 
t he sub je ct of photo -c op y ing in t he APLA re­
gion. 

As guests of th e Go vernment of Ne w­
fou ndla nd and L abrador, delegates t hen me t 
in the Univers ity Di ning Hall for a re ception 
and dinner, t he highlight of which was a n ad ­
dr ess by Dr. G. A. Frecker, M inister of P rovin­
cia l Affa irs, on the subject of Ne wfou ndl a nd's 
his tori c pas t and her exciting, current develo p­
me nt. T her e followed a presen t ation cere­
mo ny during whic h the Association received a 
gavel from t he Me morial Un iversity of New­
fou ndl and (see page 106) . 

T he d ay concl uded with a ret urn to 
the Convention Floor to hear comments by 
R uth McDorma nd, illus t rated by coloured 
slides, on the recent to ur by Canadian librari­
ans in Sweden an d Lapland. M iss D or ot hy 
Cul len's su m mary of this t rip is t o be reviewed 
in the next iss ue of the APLA B ulletin ; M iss 
J ess ie Mi ffie n's im p ress ion of libraries in the 
U.S.S.R. ma y be read on page 86 . 

Tuesday, August 31 

De legates heard a se rie s of reports 
inclu di ng one fr om ea ch of t he fou r provi nces 
as well as reports on t he APLA Scholarship 
Fund, on the A PLA Bulletin, a nd on t he feasi­
bilit y of t r ustee rep resenta t ion on the APLA 
Executive. 

At 11 :00 p. m. delegates heard a paper 
by Ass ist ant Lib ra rian M argare t Williams on 
t he reclassifica t ion programme now underway 
at the Me mo ria l Univers it y of Newfoundland. 
Her paper represented the t hi rd in a se ries of 
art icles on this subject and ap pears on page 99 
of this issue . 

After discussi on on th is pape r, dele­
ga tes cons ide red such matters as t he da te an d 
durat ion of t he Assoc ia tion 's a nnual con ferenc­
es, the AP LA M as ter Plan, our personal and 
institutional mem bership fees, and t he Associa­
tio n's CLA Co nt ributing Membersh ip Fee. 

T he Conferen ce was tendered a lunch­
eon by the City of St. J ohn's a t Bowring Park 
Lodge and the members concluded formal busi­
ness by recei ving and acting upon res olutions, 
t he fu ll texts of which will appear in t he APLA 
N ewsletter. Delegates were then transported 
to t he Sir Robert Bond Auditor ium whe re they 
viewed t he first showi ng in t he At la ntic pr o v­
inces of the Miracode Recordak System. 

W ednesd ay , S eptem.ber 1 

Del ega tes who were able to re mui u 
ha d t he pleasure of tours t hroughout t he c ity 
a nd into surround ing regions in cl uding t he re­
cen tly opened " :VIar ine Drive" , Brigus , Har­
bour Gr a o-, a nd Car bone ar. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

G eneral Fund 

Re ceipts 

October I, 1964. Balance in Canadian Im pe r­
ial Ba nk of Commer ce, 
Spring Ga rden Rei., Ha l­
ifax , N . S. Savings Ac­
cou n t tt 3915NP : 

$;;39 .6 ;) 
H alifa x Co nferen ce R egistra­

tion Fees (64 at $1.0 0) 64 . 00 
M embershi p Dues: P ersonal 

· 1964-65 102 a t $3.00) 306 00 
(1965-66 11 at $3.00) 33 . 00 

I ns t itutional 
(1964-65 49 at $4.00) 1%00 
(1965-66 27 at H .OO) 10R.0 0 
(1966-67 1 at $·LQO) ~ .O O 

Ba nk In terest Ap ril 30 , 
1965 7 .7 R 

E xchange on U. S. funds 4 . ;'4 

To ta l receipts : 723. 32 

T otal $12 62 . 97 

Expendit ures 

APLA Scholars hip Fund 1963-64 
pay ment 1.)0 00 

APLA Scholarsh ip Fund 1964-65 
pa yment 150 00 

Ca nadian L ibrary Association Con­
tr ibuting Membershi p ~O .OO 

At lantic Pro vinc es Economic Coun­
cil Mem bership 25 . 00 

To Provin ce of Nova Scotia for 
change of name fr om MLA t o 
APLA :) . 00 

1964 Hali fax Con ference Secretary­
Treasurer , Miss Ruth M cD or m­
and 's Expenses 41 . 60 

Stat ionery 79 . 74 
Postage 36 91 
Xero xing 9 80 
P hotograp hs of APLA E xecu ti ve Meeti ng 

Feb. 6, 1965 13 . 00 
E xcha nge on cheques 5 .3 7 

T otal E xpendit ure : 564 . 42 

Aug us t 27, 1965 Balance in 
Ba nk 698 55 

$126 2 97 
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APLA Bulletin Fund 

Receipts 

April 20, 1965. Accoun t {l4252N P op en ed in 
Canadian I mp erial Bank of Co m me rce , Spring 
Garden Rd., Halifax, N. S. 
Revenue from ad vertisers in APLA 

Bullet in , v . 29, no. 1, 1965 $ 451. 2 1 
APLA Bulletin, v. 29, no. 2 462 .55 
E xh ange on U. S. fun ds 1.71 

T otal recei pts : $ 9 15 .47 

Expend itures 

Engra ving costs AP L A Bu llet in , v . 
29, no . 1, 1965. 121 .22 

Printing cos ts APLA Bullet in, v. 
29, no. I, 196 5 406 . 35 

Engra ving costs APLA Bulletin, v. 
29, no. 2, 1965. 82 . 40 

Printing costs APLA Bulletin, v. 
29, no. 2, 1965. 260 .25 

E xchange on che ques 2 , 95 
Bank se rv ice cha rge ,45 

873 .62 
August 27, 1965. Balance in Ba nk 41 . 85 

$ 915 . 47 

Bala nce of Re venue owi ng to AP LA from ad­
vert ise rs in AP LA Bullet in, v. 29 , No. 2: $107 . 00 
Balance of Printing costs for APLA Bulletin v . 
29, no. 2 owing by APLA is: $ 200 . 00 
When bal an ce of re venue from advertisers is 
paid, there will be $14 8.85 in APLA Bulletin 
Fund Accoun t. This is $51.15 short of the 
$200 .00 s til l owing to th e printers. 

Scholarship Fund 

Receipts 

Oct ob er I, 1964. Bala nce in Ca n­
ad ian I mp erial 
Ba nk of Co m­
me rce, Spri ng 
Garden Rd., 
Halifax, Sa v­
ings Account 
{l4606N P : $ 503 , 09 

Donati ons to fund 175 .00 
APLA 1963-64 

cont rib ut ion 150,00 
APLA 1964-65 

contribution 150 .00 
Bank I nteres t 

April 30, 1965 5 . 89 
T ot a l receipts 480 .89 

$ 983 . 98 

Expenditu res 

Miss Frances Geit zler, 2nd half of 
Scholarship 500 .25 

August 27, 1965 Balance in Bank 483 .73 

$ 983 .98 
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R esp ectfully submitted, 
Paulin e Home, 
Secretary-T reas ure r, APLA, 
H alifa x, N . S., 
Au gus t 27, 1965. 

Report of the Editor of the Atlantic Pro­
vinces Checklist 

Th is y ear has see n the co m pletion of 
Volume VI II of the Atlantic P rovi nces Check­
li st, the pr oj ect that wa s conceived at t he Sy d­
ne y Co nfere nce in 1957, a nd has since becom e 
an a nn ua l pu blicatio n, und er t he joi n t au sp ices 
of t he At lantic Provin ces Ec onom ic Council. 
Volu me VIn is s ligh t ly larger t ha n previous is­
sues, but t he form a t and arrangem en t a re id en­
ti ca l to i ts predecessors . I regre t t ha t a copy 
is not available in t ime for the Confer enc e but, 
due to a com binatio n of circ u ms ta nces , the 
publ ish ers ha ve been longer than usual in co m­
pleting t he work t his y ear. 

As I ind ica ted to th e Execu ti ve of the 
Association a t it s meetin g in F ebr uar y, it will 
be necessary for me to relinquish my posi t ion 
as ed it or with this issue. I do t his with som e 
reluct a nce and regret, fo r I have enjoyed my 
ass ocia t ion with t he pr ojec t; mo reover I a m 
co n vi nced it should be co n tinue d on a perman­
en t ba sis. I ha ve been giv en to unders tand 
t ha t t he At lancti c Provin ces E con om ic Coun­
cil a re of the same mind, and are willin g to con­
tinue th eir arrangement with us, as it exis ts at 
the present time. On t he o ther hand, it is my 
con viction that th e Checkli st can not be pr oper­
ly representative of th e At lan ti c pr ovinces un­
less it is a Joint effort of all four unit s, and un­
for tunat ely t his has not been t he cas e in more 
r ecent y ea rs . 

The work ha s been a reward ing ex per­
ience for me in m any ways and in leaving it I 
wish to pa y t ri bute to all wh o have helped t o 
make t h is pion eer ven ture of our Ass ociation 
a su ccess. On e may see t he names of th e con­
tribu ting edit ors on t he inside fr on t co ver of 
the Checklis t ; to th eir names I would like to 
add th e name of Douglas Lochhead, who serv­
ed as join t -ed it or of the first t entative issue in 
1958 and who was responsibl e for designing 
our permanen t cover ; t he staff of the Atlanti c 
Prov in ces E con omi c Co unc il ; Geor ge Baker, 
of the K entville Publishing Company; at las t, 
but by n o me a ns least, my assistan t, M iss Isa­
be l Dru han, whose interest a nd pa ti ent atten­
ti on to deta il ha ve been indispensable t o me in 
ca rry ing out t his wor k. 

R espectfully submitted, 

Shirley Elliott, 

Editor, A PLA Checklis t. 
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PROVINCIAL REPORTS
 

Newfoundland-part I 

In the course of assembling material 
for this report during the past week, I have 
discovered that there is at present in Newfound­
land a growing awareness of the value of librar­
ies and of the need for more and better ones at 
school, public, college, and specia l library lev­
els. 

Mrs . Dorothy Moore of the Law Li­
brary in St. John's rep orts an increase in the 
number of patrons of her library and in the use 
made of it, an in crease which she at tributes to 
the growing nu mb er of law studen ts of and 
court cases. 

Hospital libraries in th e pro vince 
ha ve been gradually developing and it is inter­
esting to note th a t on September 2nd and 3rd 
there will be a se minar for non -professional 
medical librarians at th e Gen eral Hospital in 
St. John 's. The semi na r will be un der the 
professsional dir ect ion of M iss Doreen Fraser 
of Dalhousie Uni vers it y Medical Library, and 
will include a workshop on technical services 
in libraries. Miss Ca rol Tucker, librarian of 
the General Hospit al Medical Library reports 
that twelve people ar e expected to attend. She 
reports also that a libr ar y is du e to open s hor tl y 
in the Children's Reh a bilitation Centre, St. 
John's. 

The College of Trades and Technolo­
gy, St. John's, acquired it s firs t librarian, Miss 
Theresa Kerevan, in Jul y 1964. The library 
opened on Sep tember 7th for stude n t and in­
structor use and to date its bo oks to ck has grown 
to approxima tely 3000 volumes . In February 
1965 Miss K ere van co nd ucted a one-w ee k in­
tensi ve tr aining progr amme for representatives 
from the ele ven district trade sc hoo ls in the 
province in whic h librari es a re du e to open in 
September this year. 

MelIlorial University of Newfound­
land is no w constructi ng a Scien ce Bu ild ing 
and an Educa t ion Build ing. In th e lat t er, 
provision is bei ng made for an Edu cation L i­
brary whi ch will in clude books ta cks, reading 
rooms, and cir cu la tion fa cilit ies for approxi­
mately 2000 patrons. Th is library is to func­
tion as a separa te and indep endent unit and is 
due to open September 196 6. 

Plans are a lso in prepara tion for li­
brary facilities t o serve a medical college and 
related health services. Approval has already 
been received for nursing edu cation at the Un­
i versity. 

T hree fur ther bu ild in gs are to be add­
ed to the ca mpus in t he n ot too remote fu ture 
-theological colleges for Anglican, Un it ed 
Church, and Roman Ca tholic s t u den ts. Plans 
for the Anglican co llege a re already well ad ­
va nced . It will have th e sa me name as the 

building wh ich it is to rep lace-Queen's Col­
lege-and its lib ra ry will inc lud e th e librarv 
from the old Queen's Co llege whi ch, by the 
way, celebrated Its cen tena ry in 1947. 

Sin ce last autumn, Public Library 
Services have been pl agu ed with illness affect­
ing people in key positi ons, notably Miss Mews 
Chief Librarian of Gosling Memorial Library' 
who is not yet well enough to return to work 
and Mr. R. M . Donovan, Director, who has 
recovered suffi ciently to participate in the Con­
vention pr ogramme. 

. F inanc ially , t here was som e improve­
!"0ent In th e y ear 1964-1 965, wit h t he opera­
tiona] grant . from the provin cial go vernmen t­
showing an Increase of a pproxi ma te ly 10 per 
cent o ver that for 1963-1 964 . N everthel ess 
th e total provincial ex pe nditu re on public li­
br ari es amounted to barely fifty cen ts per head 
of population-just half th e amount whi ch th e 
Canadi a n Library Associa t ion eigh t y ea rs ago 
Judged ne cessary to pro vide m inimu m lib ra ry 
ser vice . The prov in ce. is. of course no t t he only 
source of Inc om e but It IS by fa r t he major one 
and ,it is th e one without wh ich public library 
service In N ewf oundlan d wou ld be virtually 
non-ex ist ent . H owe ver, su pplemen tary funds, 
mainly modest but st ill helpful, are being pro­
vided by mor e and m ore local Library Hoards 
and by some town counci ls as well as occ asional 
generous gift s suc h as one of $;),000 prosen tcd 
by the K insmen of Gra n d Falls to purc hase 
children's books for G ra n o F a lls library . An­
other boon has bee n th e a nnu al provision (s t a r t­
i ri g las t yea r) of books on spor ts , recreation , 
and hea lt h ed uc atio n, by t he Physical F itness 
D ivis ion of the D epar tm en t of Pro vinc ial Af­
fa irs. 

Two libraries were offici ally op en ed 
in November, 1964, one a t Grand Falls where 
th e bu ild ing together with she lving and a con­
s idera ble co llection of books was the gift of the 
Anglo-N ewf oundl and D ev elopm ent Co m pany , 
and t he ot he r at Wabush, La bra dor . Several 
communi t ies ha ve a pp lied for and received 
gra nts for th e .erect ion of libr a ry bu ildings as 
Ce n tenn ial proj ects. Some of th ese will hou se 
ex isting publ ic librar ies. Others are to be 
bu ilt in co mm u ni ties wh ere there is as y et no 
library and co nseq ue n tly the problem of stock­
ing them with books will be a difficult one un­
less addition al fund s are made available for th e 
purpose . 

In St. J ohn's , te nders have been call­
ed for th e co ns truct ion of a Cultural Centre as 
a Cen tenn ial pr oj ect. It is understood that 
this bu ilding, whose d ominant feature is to be 
a theatre , will incl ude a pu blic library and pro­
vinci a l library head qu ar ters. The plans have 
been d ra wn by t he M ontreal arch it ec tural fir m 
whi ch design ed t he Ce nte n nia l Centre in Char­
lottetown, Prin ce Ed ward Island. Mea n whil e, 
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the buildi ng which now houses Pub lic Library 
Services admin ist ration, tech nic al se rv ices, a nd 
regional libr ary headq uarters , und er went ren­
ovations and a measu re of red ecoration in 
Marc h and Ap ri l this yea r whic h ha ve ma de it 
a pleasant and mo re co mfo rtable pla ce t o work. 
Th is sturdy old bu ildi ng is one of t he few sur­
vi vors of t he Great F ire in 1892; histor ians 
please note. 

In M arch 1965, t he Municipal Co u n­
cil of St. J ohn's ma de a gra nt of $24,000 to th e 
P ublic Li br ar ies Board for the pu rp ose of es­
tabl ishing two much-needed br an ch libr ar ies 
for ch ild ren. In addition , the Cou nci l has un ­
dertaken to pr ovide $20 ,000 annu ally to main ­
t a in them. Fo r those of us in public lib ra ry 
service he re , t his is the most exc iti ng thing that 
has hap pene d in a long ti m e be cause it ma rks 
the financial entry of th e Co u ncil of our ca pital 
city int o public libr ar y affa irs. T he branch es 
ha ve not yet been opened but basic bo oks tocks 
fo r the m ha ve been ordered and appr oxim­
ately two thousand volumes have been receiv­
ed an d ca talo gue d . 

On this comparatively happy no te I 
concl ude t his section of the report for N ew­
found la nd . 

R espectfully submitted, 
H. Faith Mercer, 
Public Library Services, 
St. John's, Nfld. 

(T he seco nd par t of this Repor t, by Cli fford 
And rews, will a ppe ar in XXIX, no. 4 .) 

N ew Brunswick 

Regiona l an d Public Li braries. 

A new b ra nch of the Albert. W est· 
morl and-Kent R egional Library was open­
ed in H ills bor ou gh (Alber t Co unty) . Two 
pr ofessional Libr a ria ns joined the staff las t 
summer : Miss Rejeanne Robicha ud, a gradu ­
ate from t he Un iversity of Mo ntreal Library 
School, and M r. B. W. Masselin k , a grad uate 
from McGill U niversi ty Libr ar y School. Both 
are working as " Bookmobile and Branc h Li­
brarians" . 

The establishment of the R e stlgouche 
Regional Library has been offici all y ac cepted 
by the Ce nten ni al Commiss ion . Two public 
librar ies will be bu ilt in Cam pbellton and Dal­
ho usi e, while a boo k mobile will pr ovide service 
to t he county people. This new region al system 
sho uld be in operation by 1966. 

From the Saint John Fre e Publi c 
Library: Extension of service to the bra nch of 
the University of New Brunswick was estab­
lished in Saint John in September 1964. Space 
was allotted in the Referen ce De pa rtment of 
the Public Library. 
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Municipal Co uncil in Nove mber a p­
pointed a co mmittee of eight which incl uded 
two libr ari a ns a nd two L ibrary Board me mbers 
to exa mine th e possibility of regional lib ra ry 
develo pment for the greater Saint John area . 
Seven meet in gs were he ld from the end of No ­
ve mber to t he first of J a nuar y, and a b rief pr e­
se nted to t he M unicipal Council on the 8th of 
J a nu ar y . 

A continuous publicity prog ram has 
been accomplished with an excellent radio, 
televis ion, and press coverage. 

T he Town Co uncil of Bathurst has 
app roved design plans for the Bathurst Pub­
lic Library, to be built in Coronation Park. 
T his is another Centennial P roject. 

Academic libraries 

On May 20, 1965, the first sod was 
t urned for the new $2,000,000 University of 
N ew Brunswick Library to be erected on a 
command ing site on the University ca mp us . 
It is expected that the building may be ready 
by Jan uary, 1967. 

On the staff scene Mis s Edna Perry 
t ransferred fro m the Cataloging Department 
to the Re ference Department and was rep la ced 
in Ca taloging by Miss M ar ia n Pope of Middle­
sex, England. D uring the su m mer of 1965, 
Mrs. Helen (Neilson) Craig, a for mer subpro­
fessional staff me mber, rejoi ned the sta ff as a 
professional librar ia n in Pe r iod ica ls, having 
co mpleted her pr ofess ionaal t ra ining a t the 
University of To ronto Libra ry School. 

M r. Kenneth D uff, for mer ly L ibr ar­
ia n of the Undergrad uate Collection at the Un­
iversity of Pennsylvania has been appoi nted 
Ch ief L ibrar ia n at the University of New 
Brunswick in Saint Joh n. 

The new Moncton University LI­
brary is read y for service and will be ope ned to 
t he students for the coming academic ye a r. 
Mr. Raymond Robichaud, a grad uate of the 
U nivers it y of Montre al L ib rary School, joined 
t he sta ff last summer. 

P lans have been approved by th e 
Bathurst College a uthorities for a library build­
ing to be erected on the campus. 

This Report clearly indicates t hat t he 
New Bru nswick L ibra ries have ha d a successful 
year and are moving in the right di rect ion . It 
does not mean that we have no problems, but 
we are t rying to solve them as best we ca n . 

Respectfully submitted , 

J ean-Gu y D esr oches, 
Central Libr ar y Services , 
F redericton , N . B. 
(T abled by Y ves Roberge) 
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Prince Edward Isla nd 

Gerteral Observations, 1964-1965 

D ur ing the pas t year four profess ional 
librarians assumed pos it ions in the province, 
br ing ing the total of pract is ing pr ofess ionals to 
six . One professional was added to the staff 
of St. D u ns ta n 's Univers it y, one to t he staff of 
P rince Edward Isl a nd Libraries , and two to the 
stall' of Confederat ion Centre Library . 

F or th e first time on reco rd , lib ra rians 
in th e C harlotteto wn a rea bega n meeting on a 
regu lar basis to cons ider common problems 
a nd to pl an join t libra ry activ it ies . N o formal 
association was dee me d necessary , but th e as­
sociation pro ved mos t beneficial an d it is in­
t ended that t he me et ing s will co ntin ue. 

A long-need ed improvement in pu b­
lic lib rary fa ci lit ies a nd s erv ices in t he Cha r­
lottetown a rea occ ur red wit h th e op eni ng, by 
Her M ajes ty Quee n El izab e th II , of th e Co n­
fe dera t ion Cen tr e Libr ar y . 

A s uccessful s u m mer co urs e aim ed 
prima rily at high school lib rar ian s was co nd uc t­
ed as a pa r t of P rince of Wales Co llege Su mmer 
Sc hool. T he co urse was of six weeks duration 
and incl uded lect ures and on -the-job t raining 
for approximately t hree ho urs per day. I n­
st ruction was given by pr ofession al lib ra rians 
in Cha rlo t teto wn. Certificates were given to 
about twen ty successful cand idates on com­
pletion of the course. It is intended that more 
advanced ins t ruct ion willi be give n in succes­
sive years . 

A surv ey of the holdings and needs ot 
t he reg ional high school libraries was cond ucted 
by P r ince Edward Is land Libraries . 

S peci f ic comments: 

P . E . I. Libr ari es : An a tt ract ive d is­
play for Canadian Librar y Week was a rr anged 
in the window of a local bu s iness. P la ns for 
inc reased assistance to re gional high school li­
b raries a re und er way followi ng a sur vey of t he 
lib ra ries ' resources . In creased stora ge fa cili­
ties beca me a vailable at th e head qu arters with 
t he rem oval of mu ch ma teria l placed in Con­
federa ti on Centre L ibrar y for storage. 

An a dditiona l read ing room for Prince 
o f Wales Colle g e Librar y wa s prov ided for 
th e high sc hool years of t he College ; an addi ­
t iona l sta ff me mber was hi red tu su perv ise th is 
room . T he Colleg e was ele va ted to de gree 
granting status as of J u ne 1st, 1965 , bu t no in ­
d ica tion has bee n given by t he Board of Gover ­
no rs as to pla ns for t he lib ra ry . 

St. Dunstan's Uni versi t y: A pro­
gram me was initiated to re-classiiv t he lib ra ry 's 
holdings from D ewey D eci ma l to Libr a ry ot 
Congress. Six s u m mer assis ta nt s we re hired 
by t he lib ra ry "to locate L.C. call numbers. 
Eighteen hu nd red volumes were accessioned 
a nd seventeen per iodica l tit les were ad ded to 
t he collection. A machine for charging has 
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bee n purchased an d will replace th e N e wa r k 
system pre viously employe .; \ grun t from 
t he Alu mni Association made poss ible t he pur­
chase of a new mi crofi lm reader . 

C ha r lotteto w n S ch o ol Lib r arie s: 
P la nning com menced for libra ry facilit ies in 
the new senio r high school pla n ned for t he ci ty; 
it is ho ped th at the colla bo .ution of the librari­
an and the arch itect will resul t in a well-design ­
ed school library. 

Co n f e d e r a tio n C entr e L i b rar y : 
Despi te the official opening of the libra ry in 
October of 1965, t he a rea was not read y for oc­
cu pancy unt il June of 1965. The libra ry in ­
cor pora tes a p u blic library , the Legiala t ive Li­
bra ry , an d the Public Archives of Prince E d­
wa rd I s land . Ap proxima tel y 6,000 ne w titles 
were ad ded to t he coll ection pr ev iou s to open­
ing, wi th a maj or emph as is pla ced on ch ildrens ' 
boo ks an d re fere nce books . H our s have be en in­
cre ased to pr ovide libr ary service on fou r e ven­
ings d ur ing t he week, a ll day Sa turd ay, ann fo r 
t hre e ho urs on Su n day afternoo n. Circ ula t ion 
figur es h a ve in cr eased th ree-fo ld , the mos t ma rk­
ed in creases occ uring in t he chil d re n 's library 
an d t he teen secti on. 

R esp er tfully subm itted , 

D ou g-las Boy la n, 

Vice- presi dent, P . E. 1. 

E x pert S erotce on 
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Nova S cotia 

The Atlanti c region IS expe rienci ng 
rapid grow th in e ver y sector of its econ omic 
and in d us t ri a l life, and now her e is t his gro wt h 
more evident t han in t he developmen ts and 
cha nges in its librari es- university , public and 
regional, and special. 

The repor ts from the libra ri a ns of 
Nova Scotia are exc iti ng and opti mis tic . There 
is a n over a ll expansion in a ll the libraries, bo th 
in fa cilit ies , buildings , increased boo k budgets 
and all in spite of a grea t shor ta ge of librarian s. 
P aradoxically , most of t he libraries ha ve va­
ca ncies a nd ye t a re still expa nding se rvi ces 
and collections. 

The pas t year held on e t ra gic happen­
ing for us, in t he loss of Mis s R ub y Wallace. 

R egional and P u blic [,i braries 

T he Nova Scotia Provincial Libra­
ry , in need of ma ny pro fessiona ls and yet pro­
viding mo re services, reports th at i t has 
on e new cataloguer, M iss Aileen Ba rker, of 
H alifax, a grad ua te of M cG ill Un iver s it y's 
Grad uate Schoo l of Library Sc .ence. 

The Dartmouth Regional Library 
has ex pa nded its se rvices in the last t wo years. 
A book mobile is no w in ope ration which serves 
four teen localiti es and it is hoped to supple­
men t it with a branch . T he book stock has 
d oub led to abo ut 18,000 volumes a nd t he L i­
brary now ha s story hours , film sh owi ngs, a 
periodical room , in form atio n file a nd a small 
reference depar t ment. T his L ibr ar y has a 
s hor t age of professi onal staff a lso; Mr. Douglas 
Stewa r t . Chi ef L ibrar ian , has res igned an d M r. 
D a vid H a wkins is t he Acting Chief Librar ian . 

The Halifax Count y R egional LI­
brary repor ts t he busiest year they have ever 
experi en ced . M iss D ia ne MacQu ar rie an­
nounced t hat Mis s Ca roly n C hisholm is now 
t heir Chief Bo okmo bile Lib ra rian and Miss 
Jua nita J ai ra t h a nd Mis s K aren Gro ves t ine 
are th e Assista nt Bookmobile L ibrari an s. The 
boo kmobile se rv ice to high schoo ls , wh ich was 
est ab lished in Septe mb er 1964 , will be exten d­
ed in t he comi ng y ear to provide in divid ua l a nd 
extended borro wing pr ivi leges to as many st u­
dents as possib le and t here are pla ns to visi t 
high school classrooms with book displ ays an d 
boo klists. 

The Annapolis Valley Regional 
Library la men ts th e loss of t wo p rofessionals, 
Miss R uth Coy ne, who is retu rni ng to England 
and Mrs. Joyc e Sowby, who is going to t he 
ne w University Library at Scar borough . M iss 
M ar y Gates , a grad uate from the Un iversi t y 
of Toront o Li brary Sc hoo l is a rriv ing t he first 
of Sep tem ber . 

Antigonish County has joined Pic­
tou Co u nty Regional Library under the di ­
rect ion of M rs . M argare t Wheeler . 
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Miss Alb erta Let ts ha s anno unce d t ha t 
t he Province of Nova Scoti a has awa rd ed t wo 
schola rships, one to M iss Barbara M urph y of 
H alifa x, who will atten d th e U nive rsity of T o­
ronto Library School and the other to Mr . 
Ll oyd Mela nson of Wes t Chezzetcook who wil l 
a t tend McGill U nive rsity Library School. 
These P rovincial scholarsh ips have been broad­
ened so that applicants ca n return to wor k ill 
any library suppo rted by the Province. 

Ano th er enco uraging note from M iss 
L et ts with rega rd to the Lib rar ian shortage is 
t ha t t wo oth er grad uates. M iss Janet Ma c­
Donald of Da rt mouth a nd M iss Karen M cK ay 
of Hali fax , a re bot h plan nin g to go to t he U ni­
ve rsi ty nf McGill Lib ra ry Sch ool t his fal l. T wo 
D al housie Univers it y sta ff members a nd on e 
graduate , who did su m mer work a t t he Library, 
will be at tend ing librar y sc hool, one a t M cGill 
and two at T oron to. 

M iss Let ts has had a bu sy Ju ne, a nd 
a t tend ed man y confere nces , t he mos t inte res t­
in g of whi ch was a Se mina r on Li bra ry Surv e vs , 
at Colu mbia Un iversit y. M iss R uth M cDor­
mand , of t he Ca pe Br eton Regional Lib rary , 
wit h t wo other librarians fro m th e Maritimes , 
attended the Can adia n-Swedish L ib ra rian 's 
Co nferen ce in Lapla nd fro m Ju ly 18-25, Con­
fere nce topic : "Library service in sparsely po p­
ula ted area s" . 

Construction for t he Halifax M emor­
Ial Library's long talked of Nort h E nd Bra nch 
is soo n to get und er way. T he b uilding will 
cost a n es t ima ted $500 ,000 a nd will be loca ted 
on Got t ingen Str eet in th e Un ia cke Square de­
velopment are a. M iss Mary Camero n sa ys, 
"This bra nch build ing is [ai d out on a funct ional 
pla n per mitti ng such flex ibi lity of sta ff t ha t in 
quiet periods only one staff me mber needs to 
be on du t y at t he des k to serve bot h children 
and adult s. T he b uilding will also make pro ­
vision for housing a nd ope ration of tw o t rai l­
ers , a nd will provid e a mu lti -p ur pose roo m 
whic h will make t he development of an a dult 
educa tion prog ram possible." T his build ing 
will ha ve a seating capa city of abou t eigh ty pea 
ple an d will ha ve 60,000 vol u mes with p rovi­
s ion for expa nsion. 

Th ere a re plan s to ex pa nd t he refer ­
ence service in t he ma in Li br ary by rennovat­
ing t he former Art Room on t he sec ond floor 
to pe rm it its use as t he Fine Ar ts Heference 
sectio n . A limited amoun t of s helving an d a 
s mall reading area will ea se t he o vercrowd ing 
of books and people in the main R eference 
Room . 

The bookmob ile has now complete d 
a full yea r of se rv ice it mak es sev en s t ops a 
wee k providing service t o a du lts and teenagers. 
I t is hoped that a second book mobile may be 
acq uired t o se rve chi ld re n. I n the mean ti me, 
th ere ar e br a nches in tw o of the city 's schools 
a s well as the Children 's Library for the youn g. 

Mr . J ohn M er cer, Cataloguer in t he 
T echn ical Services D epar t men t, has been giv en 
a lea ve of a bsence to attend the University of 
T or on to Libr ary School for cou rses lea ding to 
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the M asters de gree. M iss Fran ces Geitzl er , 
APLA Sch olarsh ip winner for 1964/ 65 has been 
appointed as a ref er en ce librari an . M iss Ge it­
zle r su cceeds Mrs. Ca thie Clare ( N ichols) who 
res ign ed early in 1965. 

M iss Ca me ro n also reports th e fol­
lowing in te re sti ng developmen t , " One of the 
most signi fican t steps towards integra te d re­
gional library se rv ice wa s taken in M ay when 
a seco nd meet ing of th e B oards of H alif ax 
Cou nty R egional Library, D artm ou th R eg ion­
al L ibrar y and the H alifax (City ) R eg ional 
Librar y me t to discu ss un ion of t he t hr ee Re­
gions. The D epu ty M inist er of E du ca t ion 
chaire d a pan el a t which th e th ree Ch air me n 
presen ted diff er ent asp ects of th e pr op osal. 
Appro val of th e id ea in pr incip le was given 
and th e Director of the Provin cia l Library and 
professional staff were asked to study th e inte­
gration of services in the area and su bmit a re­
port at a meeting in the fall. " 

Uni versit y Librari es 

Perhaps one of t he most exci ti ng pro­
j ects in th e Atlantic ar ea is th e coo perative 
efforts of t he un iversit y librarian s in the Asso­
ciatio n of Atlantic Uni ver sit ies (A.A.U.) . I 
sh all men t ion the indiv idual No va Scot ian ef­
forts in t he reports following. 

Dalhousi e University lost it s Li­
brarian, Mr. J . P . W ilkin son, in Jun e. He ha s 
been a ppoi n te d Pro fessor of Library Scien ce at 
th e Library Sch ool, Un iv ersity of T oronto, 
wh er e he will te ac h Aca de mic Librarian sh ip. 
T o da t e t here has be en no news of a new ap ­
poin t ment. This Library has a lso los t Mrs. 
Jane T oward, Assistan t Humani ti es Librarian . 
M iss Reb ecca Nash , form erly Librarian of th e 
Uni ver sit y of K ing's College. ha s been ap­
poin ted Assis tant Librarian in t he Humanities 
Di vision . 

Dalhousie' s part in th e A.A .U . coo p­
erat iv e pr oje ct wa s to pr oduce a un ion list of 
serial holdings of the Association' s librari es . 
It was d ecided t o do th is by means of data pro­
cessing and to beg in by first produ cing a hold­
ings list of Dalhousie's ow n se rials. This first 
step in the project has now been com plet ed 
and a print-out is available at a cost of $1 
to A.A.U. members or $2 to non-members . 

Mi ss E . Beeson, Librarian of th e Dal­
h ousi e L a w School Li brary , rep or t s t hat t he 
plans for the new Law Sc hoo l bu ild ing were 
com pleted and th e form al sod-tu rn ing took 
pl ace on Ju ly 13. The Library will occ u py t he 
to p t wo floor s of a five-storey buildi ng and has 
planned to hold 125,000 volumes a nd provide 
sea ting for 200 stude n ts. The t op floor will 
be t he main library floor a nd will hou se th e 
p resent collection of most-used sta tutes, re­
ports and t rea tises in an ope n stack arrange­
men t whi ch will integrat e read in g ar ea s and 

Our catalogu ing and process ing 
ser vice is comparatively new 
bu tits succ ess is already assured 
judging by thc number of libra­
rian s who a re flockin g to use it. 
This is ha rdly surprising in view 
of the remar ka bly low pri ce at 
whi ch the se rv ice is being offer­
ed, What libra rian can ca ta logu e 
a book, pro vide the relevan t 
numbcr of ca ta logue cards with 
headin gs, type pock e ts and charge 
ca rds, pu t a ca ll number on 
the spine. a nd wrap round a pla s­
tic jacke t for as little as 75c ? 
And , believe it or not, the price 
is good for any book ordered from 
us, no mattc r who publishes 
it. Shouldn't .lJOU be joining 
the recen t trend to Co -opera t ive 

ca ta logu ing? 

CO-OPERA TIVE BOOK
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ab el ves . There will be many carre ls , a t ypi n g 
room, and a room for m icr oca rd a nd mi cr ofilm 
readin g eq u ipme nt. The Lib ra ry will be car­
peted t h ro u ghout . 

Miss B eeson at ten de d the last annu al 
'meet in g of the Cana di a n Assoc iation of L aw 
Libraries which wa s held in New York City in 
July, in conjunction with the Annual Confer­
3n ce of the Am eri can Association of Law L i­
brari es, where t he m em ber s endorsed a pr o­
Jec t ed S urv ey oj L i brar y Resou rces S upporti n g 
Legal Educat ion and Research i n Canada. whic h 
~h o ws t he co ncern of a ll la w libra rians with the 
peed for ex pa ns ion o f services a nd r esources. 

. The Medlcal.Dental Library of 
Dalho us ie Uni ver s ity , und er the direct ion of 
the new Librarian, M iss Doreen Fraser , has 
\> een undergoing a t ho ro ugh reorganizat ion in 
the past year. Ther e has been a 100 percen t 
cha ng e in staff, a 125 per cent increase in staff 
a nd a 75 percent in cr eas e in overa ll budget , a l­
m os t 400 percen t for acq uis iti ons. L as t fall 
pl ans for a five -yea r de velopme n t programme 
beg an with a s pecia l gra nt of $4,500 fo r b ib­
\iographi c material s . Fu r th er ex pe nditures 
~ or ref eren ce m a t er ial s will co nti nue for t h ree 
r ea rs at t he ra t e o f about $ 12, 000 a year . 

! The ne w Li brary , t o occupy 20, 00 0 
~ q. ft. . in the Sir C harles Tupper Build in g has 
been , planned over t he past year and in J un e 
t he K. W.· Kellogg F oundation announ ced a n 
pnexpected gran t of $420,000 toward t he 
~ost of the library . In M ay a nd June t he old 
Lib rary had to be vacated a nd the L ibrary 
~as ,t hen m oved into tem porary quar t er s in 
an old hou se. Abou t 17,0 00 volumes, pac ked 
In 1000 carto ns ha ve bee n sto re d for t h ree years 
i n a seco nd hou s e. Th us M iss Fraser rep or ts 
!'an ex hila rat ing but exhausti ng last twel ve 
m on t hs." 
~ The University of King's College 
pas a new Librarian , Miss Cathy Campbell , 
formerly of the H al ifa x Co u n t y Regional Li­
prary. " 
• Saint Mary 's University annou nces 
~h e ret iremen t of M iss F lorence Foley , a nd the 
~pp oin t m.en t of M iss P hy llis West bu ry. of the 
~a pe Bret on Regional L ibrary in Syd ney, who 
tvjll jo in t he catalog uing sta ff in Se pte m be r. 
J\'1.r. W ilfred H oy, of Vancouver, will b ecome 
~si stant C ir cul a t ion L ibr ar ian. 

ii Father G . H all am reported th a t " d ue 
);0 innumerable a nd un speakable delays" t he 
h ew Library was not ready for occupancy by 
the middle of A ugu s t, b ut he hopes it will be in 
• o me state of readiness by t he middle of Se p­
t ember. The first in s t allme n t of s t acks will·ro vid e . immed ia te s pace for 80,000 volumes 
n o pe n stack s, a nothe r 20, 000 in s torage. Wit h 
he a d ditio n o f a me zzanine in t he m a in read­

ing room in' t he future , ca pacity will be ro ug hly 
1 80, 000 volu mes. The new L ibrary has co me 
Jus t in time as circ u la tio n has increa sed in t he 
.p as t year appro xima t ely 65 percent . 

r 

~ The mi cr ofilm collect ions ha ve been 
'greatly increased. a nd a microfiche coll ecti on 
b egun by large purch ases of backfiles of per iodi­
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cal s and ou t of p r in t books, m ainly in the fields 
of ph ilosoph y, h is t ory and t he ology . 

Sain t M a ry 's part of th e A. A.U. co­
ope rative sc he me was to set up a prin ting ce n­
tre for the production of ca t alogue cards for 
A. A.U. libraries . T h is has now been in ope ra ­
t io n for six mon ths a n d has produced 53, 000 
ca t alogue cards for seve n participating uni ver­
sity libraries . F or t he gr eater part of the ti me 
t he press was not wo rking to capac it y . 

M r. M. R. H u ssa in , of t he Nova S co­
tla Technical College Library, a n no unces 
t hat t hey a re pl ann ing to go ah ead with t he 
establish me nt of a m icr o filmin g centre as t hei r 
project in A,A.U , 

Mount Saint Vincent College, 
s imilar to all the ot he r lib ra ries , reports a s ho r t ­
age of space and sta ff in a rapidly growing libra­
ry of 61,000 vo lu mes . This will be all e vi a ted 
in 1966 when t he lower floor of the presen t L i­
b ra ry Wing (whic h h as been "lea sed " for other 
acco mo dations) is retu rned to t he L ib rary . 
Th is will pr o vide anot he r reading roo m a nd 
more s tack s pace. W hen t he proposed ne '" 
acade m ic build ing is completed the t hir d storey 
of the sa me wi ng will a lso be con ver t ed in t o 
libra ry space, 

Sister Fra ncis Dolores repor ts that 
he r staff is workin g on the checklist of the ir 
periodicals for inco rpo rat ion into the pr op osed 
A.A ,U . Union List of Se r ials. Th is sho uld be 
co mpleted by ea rly Se p te mb er . 

St. Franci s Xavier University has 
ju s t moved in to the ir new Angus L . MacDon­
ai d L ibrary . It is a brick struct ure of Georgi­
a n archi tec t u re a n d is co mplete ly air-cond it ion­
ed. It is designed wit h mult i-t ier s tack ar­
rangement acco m moda t ing 190,000 vol um es a nd 
with a seating ca pacity of 500. There are t wo 
full floors with readin g rooms and stack area s , 
plus two m ezzan ines wi th carrel seating for 
fo r ty. "Of aes t he t ic a ppeal ," Sis t er Regi na 
Cla re say s , " we have our H a ll of the Clans." 
T his hall is de d ica te d to the memory of the 
early pi on eer settlers of eastern Nova Scotia . 
On t his floor a re t he s pecial co llectio ns a nd 
a udio room. 

Dr, A. E , Be t ts , of Pine Hill Divinity 
College reports that he is hard at wor k sta nd­
a rd izing their ca rd cat a logue prior to hav ing 
the author cards microfilmed by the N a ti on al 
Library. 

M other Sto rey of t he Junior College 
ot the Sacred Heart will be s t ud y ing at the 
Un iversity of M on treal next year an d the new 
Librarian will be Mother E lliot t , a graduate o f 
t he Univ ers ity of Briti sh Co lu m bia L ib rary 
Sch ool. 

The HaUtax County Vocational 
School mo ved to new quarters in 1964 a nd 
s ince then they ha ve bee n able to schedule reg­
ular library per iods fo r the studen ts . Mrs . 
Joanne Morris rep orts t ha t they hope to sc he ­
dule even m or e in t he co m ing year. 
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Special Libraries 

T he special libraries have reported 
the same difficu lties as those of the public, 
s chool an d un ivers iti es : la ck of staff, facili ties 
and space-and yet, all a re optimistic and 
planning better things. 

Miss E velyn Ca mpbe ll of t he Nova 
S cotla Re8ilarch Foundation rep or ts that 
thei r Libra ry will have it s fift h move in t he 
next tw o years . A ne w bu ild ing with la bo ra ­
to ries for industrial and basic sc ientific research 
will be bu ilt in D artmouth and it will ha ve a 
new and larger Library. M iss Ca mpbell sa ys 
that t he re will be no cha nge in t he poli cy of t he 
L ibrar y and tha t it will con tin ue to be all t hings 
to all men. 

Mis s Barbara Smith of th e Nova Sco­
tla Museum of ScIence sa ys weakly that 
th eir Library "continues in its s ta te of near­
hibernation with th e vision of a new museum 
building looming fai ntly on th e horizon ." All 
t hey ca n hope to do is maintain t he status quo 
and me et the needs of the Museum s ta tT prim­
arily , sin ce with a read ing room consis t in g of 
one table and t wo chai rs , it is di fficul t to cope 
wi th many peopl e a t a t ime . I n s pite of cir ­
cumsta nces, t he Library is bu sy, ha vin g as its 
patrons spec ialist s in var ious fields of na t ural 
history, a mateur natur alists , to urists and a 
growin g number of s t udents. 

Miss D orothy Berg ey of the Naval 
Research EstablIshment has a busy year 
ah ead, bui lding up a refer en ce catalogue for 
30-day-loa n reports, whi ch is a supplement to 
t he documen t ca ta logue of techn ical reports 
al ready hel d in the Library . T his Li bra ry is 
now a distrib ution centre for technical repor ts 
to ot her D ep artment of N at ion al De fence in­
stitutions in th e H alifax ar ea. 

M iss An na be lle T aylor, formerly of 
t he N a t ion al Scie nc e Library in Ottaw a , is now 
t he new Librar ia n of th e Atlantlc RegIonal 
LaboratorIes, Natlonal Research Council 
and repl aces Miss Marjorie Wi ckwire who re­
tired in M ay. There ar e pl an s for building 
expansion whi ch will result in mor e space for 
th e Library, for addi t ional s t acks a nd study 
ca rre ls. The Library has been co mple ting and 
replacing standard periodical sets with micro­
ca rds, and has ordered a new m achine for 
reading them. 

Miss Ch arlotte Allan, of th e Bedford 
Instltute of Oceanography rep orts t ha t they 
no w ha ve a Library Co m mi t tee to act in an ad­
visory capacit y. This Library has new furnish­
in gs, addi ti onal ! pe riodica l r acks a nd is re­
vising it s s ubsc ri ption list a nd s t artin g an ex­
tensive bi ndi ng pr ogram. 

Miss M arjori e M cPhail, the form er 
Librari an of th e T echnological Station, F isher­
ies Research B oard, is t he new Librarian of the 
InstItute of Public AffaIrs . She has been 
busy working on peri od ical hold ings-and 
plan ning pr oj ects for the coming ye a r. 
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Miss M. A. Stephanopoli, formerly 
of t he D alhousie Medical-Dental Library , is 
now the Libra ria n of the TechnologIcal Sta­
tlon, FIsherIes Research Board. 

Mrs. Mildred MacLaren of the Pub­
lIc Archives of Nova Scotla reports t hat li­
brary ser vice to res earch workers has a lmost 
tripled in th e las t ten years. The st a ff at t he 
Arch ives is also ke pt bu sy micr ofilm ing old No­
va Scotian newspape rs, com munity a nd 
fa mily histories and any Nova Scotia ma nu­
sc ript mater ial wher e th e or iginals are not 
a vail abl e. They ha ve also begun compiling 
ma ter ial for an encyclo pedi a of Nova Scot ia 
place names as a contri bution t o the centen nia l 
celebrations . 

As an added note, th e Halifax LIbrary 
Assoclatlon had a very su ccessful year ; .of 
special interest were three sti m ula ti ng pa nel 
discussions on professional organization s, in 
part:cular th e aims , membership re quirem ents 
a nd responsibilities of our various librar y or­
ganizations. . 

Respectf ully submitted, 

Sy lvia Fullerton,
 
Vice-President for N ova Scotia .
 

35 y em old male seeks a challengi ng a nd resp ons i ­
ble posit ion (as Hea d Lihrarian or Head of" Di \i · 
sion ) in a Univers ity Li brary . preferably in the At ­
la n t ic Prov inces. Edura liollal QualijUaliollof : t"la s­
ter of Co mmerce (Pa kis ta n) M aste r of Li hra r« 

Service (U.S.A.) E x per ience : 16 y ea rs lib rary , e; . 
vice with 8 ye ars as Head Un iversity Librarian . 
Three years tea ching in a Libra ry Sc hoo l. Publua­
tion.r: A num ber of a rt icles in va rious professiona l 
journ als. Active a lso in professional o rganiza t ions . 
A vajl a hle [an ua ry 1966. Write : A. M . Abo ulllll q , 
Apt. 8, 5270 Ken t sr.. Hal ifa x, N. S. 

DALHOU SI E UNIV ERSI TY LIBRARY- SE N ­
IOR POSI TION : Experienced libra ria n req uired 
as HEAD O F T EC HN IC AL SERVICES a t ra pid . 
ly expandi ng University Libra ry . Responsil.ility 
for Order, Seri a ls. B ind ing and Process ing with 
su pervision of large clerica l staff. Profess ional 
a bility to co-ord ina te and di rec t su bject d ivis ional 
ca ta loguers us ing L. C. cla ssification. In teres t in 
computer pr ogramme desirable. Starting sa la ry 
$7,300; Pen sion Pla n. For further info rma t ion 
plea se contact Ac ti ng Ch ief Librarian , Da lh ousie 
Un ivers ity L ibrary , Halifax, N ova Scotia . 
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Repor t of -the Soholarshlp Committee 

At the annual conference of the At­
lantic Provinces Library Association in 1964 
you will recall that Miss Evelyn Campbell, 
then Chairman <if the Scholarship Committee, 
urged the membership to consider future plans 
for the Scholarship in the light of government 
loans, university grants, and other available 
sc holarships and bursaries. Your current 
APLA Scholarship Committee can only repeat 
and underscore Miss Campbell's comments. 
Its members do this as library scholarship en­
thusiasts, and as believers that there is a place 
for scholarship assistan ce as a form of recruit ­
rnent even in this day of educational handouts. 

Your Scholarship Committee also 
believes that you must exam\ine the cold hard 
facts. Briefly this is the situation. 

The raising of funds for the Scholar­
ship is becoming more and more diflicul t. We 
have awarded four scholarships of $1,000 each 
in 1960, 1961, 1962 and 1964. We were un ­
able to do so in 1963 and 1965 because of in­
sufricient funds. These funds are derived en­
t irely by personal contributions and by the du­
ly authorized automati c annual transfer of 
$150 from the general funds of the Association . 

The $1,000 objective was reached 
m ore easily the first year when the financial as­
se ts of th e disbanding New Brunswick Library 
Association were voted to APLA for this pur­
pose. Each year we ha ve also had a big assist 
from a friend of the profession who has contri ­
buted a very substantial sum to our scholarship 
fund. E ven so, in 1963 and in 1965 we were 
unable to offer a scholarship. 

At the present time it looks as if we 
could not make an award in 1966. As of Au­
gust 19, we have $48 3.73 in t.he Schol arship 
Fund. With the addition of the $1 ;',0 from the 
Associ ation we can count on a total of $633 .73 
in 196 6. This lea ves us with $36 6.27 to ra ise 
among our members if we hope to award a scho­
larship in the spring of 1966. 

One more fact which the Committee 
thi nks t he Associ ati on should know is that 
s ince August; 1964, five people cont rib uted 
$175. t o the fund . Of these, onl y three were 
Association members . Th e tw o friends of the 
Iibrary profession cont rib uted more than two­
thirds of the $175. 

Another aspect of the s ubject of scho­
larships which the membership may wish to 
·consider in its discussion of the future of the 
APLA scholarship is the a vailability of other 
forms of assistance for qualified people wishing 
to attend library school. In fact, there are 
scholarships which are not all taken up because 
of lack of suitable applicants. It may be that 
o ur struggles to offer the APLA scholarsh ip 
a re unappreciated and unnecessary. 

Should the Association, in its wisdom 
and after very serious consideration, dec ide 
:tgainst continuing the APLA scholarship, you 
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are faced with the satisfactory distribution of 
the funds currently in the bank and collected 
for this purpose with receipts for income tax 
purposes ' duly issued to the donors. This 
Committee suggests that with the approval of 
all donors since August 31, 1964 the funds might 
most suitably be turned over to the CLA for 
the Ruby Wallace Travelling Fellowship Fund. 
(Editor's note: During subsequent discussion, 
the membership approved this suggestion.) 
The Committee can think of no more appropri­
ate gesture for this particular group than to 
assist in the fund which commemorates our 
highly re spected and much beloved former 
member, president and good friend. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Stuart,
 
Mary E. Cameron, Chairman,
 
APLA Scholarship Committee.
 

Report on the Feasibility of Appolntlng
 
Trustee or Library Committee Member t
 

the APLA Executive
 

The membership has requested that 
the APLA executive look into the feasibil ity of 
appointing a trustee or library committee mem­
ber to the APLA executive. The executive 
has a p pointed a committee to look into this 
matter and after considerable t hought the com­
mittee wishes to report that it. does not recom­
mend such an appointment a t this time. 

At the present time only one or two 
trustees a re mem bers of APLA and the com­
mittee feels it would not be in the best interests 
of the association for the same trustee to be ap­
pointed ye .rr aft er ye ar , or to be the sole execu­
t ive represen ta ti ve of a province. Furthermore, 
many of our members belong to types of librar­
ies which do not have trustees or library com­
mittee members . In add it ion, APLA has ben­
efited considerably from t he fact that its mem­
bers have worked together as a homogeneous 
group. 

The co mmit t ee feels that libra rians 
should do all they possibly can to interest their 
own trustees in our association and to encour­
age their membership in it . If in the future trus­
tee membership increased substantially, then 
the committee feels the matter could be recon­
sidered. 

Helen H. Cummings 
M. Kathleen Currie, C hairm an 
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Report on the APLA Bulletin 

M any of yo u may ha ve tho ug h t that 
the venture into a com me rci ally supported and 
p rinted B ulletin was a wild leap into outer space 
an d t hat weightless ness was a cond itio n of the 
E ditors' m in ds. T he re have been de lays on 
the two co un tdow ns , but we are on our wa y 
into or bit. 

T he Editor's imagina t ion, d rive an d 
hard work is primarily resp onsible for t he B ull­
etin's success this year . As Assi st a nt-Edi t or, 
I have bee n responsible for t he ph ysical pr oduc­
ti on : design, layou t a nd advertising. 

Beforemailing volume 29.no. 1, the 
Editor ca ncelle d all co mplime nta ry su bsc rip ­
t ions to t he Bullet in. Since t he n 37 new su b­
scriptions have been enter ed, 10 per sonal and 
27 insti tutional. T hese ha ve been from libra r­
ies across Ca nada an d th e United States. 

The response fro m advertisers has 
been good and has made it possible for us to 
cover all expenses except for $51. 15. Of t he 

15 firm s who have advertised, 11 took space 
for four iss ues a t once. Ei ght of t he ad ve r tis ­
er s a re nation al Can adian firms, si x ar e Amer­
ica n, and on ly one is a loc al Marit ime firm. 
T his lack of local advert ising is disturbing, and 
I strong ly ur ge the me mbers hip to do all the, 
ca n t o obtain ad vertising fro m firms wit h whom 
they deal as librarians . For ms a re a vailable 
on which yo u might send me the na mes of local 
fir ms to who m I ca n send ad vertising inf orm a­
ti on. 

The Assoc iation's m ai ling pla tes ha ve 
been trans ferred to the Ass istant-Editor 's of ­
fice, a fte r being ma in t ained for yea rs by M iss 
Alb er ta Le t t s & her st.aff at the P rovin cia l Li­
br ar y . Our gratit ude for this ser vice. A c­
kn owledge ment , too, of M isses Evelyn Camp ­
bell a nd Sy lvia F ullerton for thei r he lp with the 
proofr ead ing & mail ing of the last tw o issues 
of t he Bulle ti n. 

Respectfull y s ub mitted , 

G. H allam , S. J. 
Assistan t-Edito r, 
APLA B ulle t in. 
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BOOKST ACKS AND STACK
 
EQUIPMENT
 (Snead Library System) 

BY 

LUXFER LIMITED
 
London/ Engl./ N.W. 10 

For catalogs, information, references and planning data contact: 

L. E. Helbig, General Representative 

833 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, N.J., U.S.A. 

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR PERIODICALS? 

Our many years of experience in this field has made our firm known 
to libraries from coast to coast. Subscriptions to any periodical, 
published anywhere in the world, at publishers' rates . 

Write for full particulars concerning our " co mmo n expiration" and 
" re ne w automatic" system of ordering. 

A complete subscription service at your disposal. 

6 THORNCLIFF PARK DRI VE 

TORONTO 17 . CANADA 

LIBRARY SHELVINGS
 
and STEEL CABINETS
 '*' MONTEl 

INC.
MAIN OFFICE SALES OFFICE IN THE ATLANTIC 
P. O. Box 1300, 235 Blvd. Dorchester E., PROVINCES 
Montmagny, Que . Rm. 310, Montreal, Que. Halifax Call 423-9139 



SEAMAN CROSS LTD.
 

C.HNICAl MEMORIAl EGIONAl 
~"""~---._ICOLlEGE LIBRARY LIBRARY 

NOVA Kl LLAM CAPE 
SCOTIA BRETON 

is completely equipped to design and furnish your library. 
Custom designed furniture. Expert space planner, interior de­
signer at your service. Most functional and latest designs 
in library equipment available. Photographic and duplicating 
machines and services. Catalogues available on request. 



SHELVING 
A D EQ U I P M EN T FOR
 

LIBRARIES 

-­

Q ueen's University, Physics Libra ry ,~ Kingston, Ontario 

FOR LITERATURE, I TFORMATION, REFEUENCES, ENGINEERING, L YOUT 
ASSISTAN CE, AND ESTIMATES CONTACT - MR. D. J. M. IZZARD. 

STEEL EQUIPME T divi sion EDDY MATCH COMPANY Limited 

Canada's Finest Steel Office Furniture and Equipment since 1913 

NATIONAL SALES OFFICE: 819 YONGE ST., TORONTO 5, ONTARIO
 
CABLE: STEELQUIP
 


