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THE KEY TO WHAT?
 

As copy for this issue is being pr epa red, we are once again in 
the mid st of Canadian Library Week, that period during which librarians, educators, 
journalists, parents and s t atesme n press the claims of books and reading as some 
kind of "key" to human accomplishmen t . Every generation manifests in its own 
way what it takes to be society's responsibility to the individual. Mankind has al­
ways been in search of this key, this open sesame to wealth, to success, to serenity, 
or to simple human dignity. 

The place of the public, college, and university library in this search has long 
been acknowledged. Only recently, in North America at least, has this concept be­
gun to permeate the thinking of those persons charged with the responsibility of 
educating our children. This growing awareness is reflected in the passage, through 
the United States Congress, of a Library Services Construction Act costing $1.5 
billions; it is reflected in the phenomenal post-war growth and development of school 
libraries in a number of Canadian provinces; and it is reflected in the many resolu­
tions of teachers' associations and of professional librarians who know that some­
thing must be done immediately if our children are to remain competitive in a world 
where the so-called "population explosion" vies with the "information explosion" 
as our number one bogey-man. 

The reasons for this renaissance, for this New Look in school libraries, are 
manifold. In the first place, it has suddenly come home to everyone, even to the 
man-in-the-street, that like affluence and education, poverty, deprivation, and de­
spair all go together. Also, it has become painfully evident that the old s tand by s 
of authorized textbooks, hand-bell, blackboard and chalk dust are simply not enough. 
As a child will understand better why 2 +2 = 4 after he has accommodated himself 
to the truth that 2 + 3 = 5, so a lesson on Columbus in 1965 should be incompre­
hensible if it does not somehow touch upon the worlds of Ulysses, Hakluyt, Galileo, 
Einstein, and Valentina Tereshkova. Accordingly, responsible bodies of public 
opinion are now telling us that a teacher who cannot command books, films, and 
audio-visual aids to achieve this synthesis is a crippled teacher within a crippled 
school. 
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That is why governments at all levels ar e beginning to act beca use, as Mar­
garet Edwards noted recently (A.L. A' s Top of the tVew,r, X ..r I (196:"» ), 234-5.) "the 
American public is s t ill the baili wick of the public school and the public library and 
this public is made up largely of unread, una wak ened, and uninspired y oun g people 
who are innocent of books and reading." That is why, also, we should take it as 
s ign ifica n t that Saturday Review',! adve rt ising a wa rd ha s go ne to International 
Paper's layout entitled "Send me a man who reads. " In 1964 Nort h American 
e n te rp rise spe n t 14 billion dollars in an effort to win our car for such causes as medi ­
ca l research, conse rva t ion, mental health, highway sa fe ty and simila r appeals in the 
public interest. International Paper did not win this recognition me rely because 
their ad depicted a well- stocked school library ove rprin ted with a sloga n " T he For­
gotten Room "; they won the award because of th e public's sudden aw a ren ess that 
the hour is late and that thi s message highlights the dilemm a which cu rre n t ly en ­
gages the We stern mind. 

Like Alice in Wonderland, we are all, at one time or an other. eithe r too shor t 
or too tall to reach thi s key at crucia l moments in our lives. Children who a re de ­
prived of a school library cannot, e ve n on tip toes, reach the key [rom the hall table; 
adults who are innocent of books find that they cannot get do wn to the hall table 
because they a re suddenly too big, too bu sy, or too obe se. f Ience like Franz Kaf­
ka's 1\1r. K. they cannot understand why th ey a re on tri al a t a ll; nor can th ey de­
termine with any precision which of th e castle 's many doors will open to the key 
now in their faltering hand. 

A good, ba sic schoo l library under the guidance of a professional librarian, 
or a teacher-l ibrarian, will help us as a people to achieve this right and pr oper sta­
ture, will help us to mu ster a stance ad equate to private and socia l problems in a 
world which daily becomes more complex. Such a library will not cost much money 
but the denial of this classroom aid will be costly beyond human ca lcula t ion. Any 
school board, a ny teache r, parent, librarian, or politician who ma nages in any way 
to frus t ra te it s ac hie vemen t shou ld be ide n t ified as one who clo ses but doe s not open 
doors. 

F.E.G. 

37May, 1965 



Mr. Donovan worked for a time at the N iagara 
Falls Public Library; was Chief Librarian of Lamb­
ton County Library in Ontario; and before as­
suming the position as Director of the Public Li­
braries Board of Newfoundland in 1960, was 
Chief Librarian of the Fort William Public Library. 

R. M. Donovan 

BREAKTHROUGH FOR GOSLING 

In his article on the Confederation Centre Library in Char­
lottetown (XXIX, 1965, p. 4), Douglas Boylan wrote of "a major public library in 
the A.P.L.A. region which receives no direct tax support whatsoever from the popu­
lation it serve s, now approaching 100,000". Mr. Boylan's veil ed but discrete refer­
ence was to the Go sling Memorial Library in St. John's, Newfoundland. His ob­
se rv a t ion was perhaps prophetic in some my sterious way because s ince March 3, 
1965, no such sta te men t can ever again be made. That day will doubtless be 
recorded as an historic mile stone in the development of public library service in 
thi s province because it will mark the occasion when the City Council of St. 
John's announced that it would provide th e Public Libra rie s Board with 
$24,000.00 to organize two small branch libraries for children within the City . 
At the same time, the Council approved a vot e of $20,000.00 per a n nurn to 
operate these lib ra ries from 1966 forward. 

There ha s been a City Council in St. John 's since the turn of the century and 
there has been a Public Library since 1935; th e debate on thi s problem between 
these bodies over th e years suggests immediately the image of an irresistible forc e 
and an immovable obj ect. It took a group of ladi es to move what had apparently 
become immovable . 

Whatever the benefits or defects of Commission of Government which in 
1934 took over from Responsible Covernment in Newfoundland, it is to the cr edit 
of that Government that in the mid st of problems of an indescribable complexity 
they saw the need for, and th en initiated, a public library se rvice . It should be 
noted that th'is was done as an act of shee r paternalism because a public library was 
crea ted for the use of the people without a public outcry for such a service. In other 
British North American Colonies of the day, libraries and mechanics institutes had 
sprung up in great numbers, ev en within very small towns; but this phenomenon 
did not, in any way, prove indigenous to the Terranovan landscape. 

Most Canadians are understandably vague e ven about th e basic facts of 
Newfoundland's historical development. A few brief highlights will be nec essary 
at this point if th e reader is to comprehend the p resent turn of e ven ts . 
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In 1934, the y ea r before th e ince ption of Gos ling JVle mo rial Library, St. 
John 's was the only organ ized town in the ent ire Colony. The popu la t ion of th e 
Island was 289,600 a nd thi s was co ns iderab ly sea tt l' red ou tside St. John 's (:J;),C()()) 

among 1450 ou tports, none of whic h had any apprecia ble size . The peo ple had 
ac hieved a sa t isfactory way of life without th e sophis tica tion of a h igh level of lite r­
acy; it was a rela t ive ly s ta t ic way of life which did not concern itse lf with de velop­
men ts or c ha nges in the res t of the wo rld . T he prcss ur cs of indus t ria lization, im­
migra t ion fro m highly deve lope d countries, a nd a po lit ica l aware ness which had con ­
t ributed to the institu tion and grow th of lib ra ries elsew here were singula rly lacking 
in Newfoun dla nd . I t mus t the re fore be nei th er a subject of surprise nor ad ve rse' 
c ritic ism th a t libra ry serv ice was im posed from t he to p a nd was not th e product of 
a grass roots deve lop men t eve n at this rela t ive ly be la ted da te . 

This gove rnme n t-spon sored library service has, th rough its colon ial a nd 
prov incial phases, been viewed for sta tis t ica l purposes as a public lib rary for th e 
Ci ty of St. John 's du rin g these t hi rty y ea rs; in fact, however, the en t ire library 
co mplex has been in spi red a nd s trp por tcd by the Provinc ial Gove rn me n t. The 
books of the Gosling Memorial Li b ra ry represent the single s ign ifican t co llect ion of 
public lib ra ry books in th e Province . These books ar e availa ble on dem a nd to a ny­
one in Newfoun dla nd and La brador, whethe r as a n in divi dual citizen or as a patron 
of one of the many lib ra ries outs ide th e capita l. 

Fu rth er, Go slin g must be identified as the o riginal pla n t from whose roo ts 
have spru ng every other pu blic library service in th e P rovince, cxccp t ing only the 
Travelling L ibra ry which ex is ted as a sc hoo l se rvice un ti l I f) 3 .) when it, too, was 
gr afted to this paren t s tock . 

By 1937, perh a ps inspired by the cr eat ion of t he Gosling ;\ lc morial Library, 
th e re wer e spon taneous p ublic de man ds for lib rary service in Catalina but the de­
pr ess ion and a su bse que n t wa r delaye d, un t il 1944, a regional scheme which provide d 
a large degree of hel p an d gu idance from thi s ce n t ral lib rary to indepe nde nt lib ra ries 
that now spra ng up a ll over a n Island Colo ny which was to become a provi nce of 
Canada wit h in five more y ears . Within a period of twcn ty years, th e origin al Gos ­
lin g Libra ry m ay be sa id to ha ve fos te red 53 ou t por t Iib ra r ics : t his m ust sur ely be 
some thing of a nation al reco rd . Although t hese lih ra rics ope ra te un de r th e Reg ion ­
a l Lib ra ries Division, there is some part of Gosling Li bra ry in each of t he m. 

The loss of a sense of de mocracy among th e people of this Province, which 
was no t re s to red by th e fact of a Com mission of Governme n t fro m 1934 to 1949, was 
a loss whic h the Public Libra ries Boa rd a t te mptcd to redl"l'ss eve n in 1CJ35 whe n it 
incorporated into it s region al librarie s progra mme many featu res which were de­
s igned to en courage indepen dent action, parlia menta ry procedures, an d othe r in ­
st ru me n ts of the democra t ic way of life . By thi s b lue p rin t, each lib ra ry was to 
have a local boa rd which was to be initially elected at a pu blic mee ti ng. Each set tle­
ment was to provide the s ite for its lib ra ry and to provide 50(/c of th e cost of a li­
brary bu ildin g. It must al so co n tr ibu te to the ove rall operatin g cos t of the library, 
once established . 

T he scale of these con t ributions to opera t ing expenses have ne ve r bee n large ; 
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indeed, they have not exceeded 10% of all the money spent on libra ries in the Prov­
ince . Nevertheless, it ha s been a source of contention for many yea rs that small 
ou tports must rai se funds a t all "while wealthy St. John's (sic!) pays nought". 

In recent years co mm un ity councils have been springing up with even greater 
frequency than libra ries a t one time did. l\'1ost of these have made some contri­
bution to their library, appar ently ignorin g th e exa m ple of St. John's. It was at 
this point, in 1964, th at th e St. John's Branch of th e Canadian Fede ration of Uni­
versity Women "got into th e act" . 

Originally this body began pr essin g for an extension of children's library 
se rv ice to a part of th e City which was rem ote from the Gosling Libra ry and in which 
many of the C.F.U.W. members resided. Their overtures to th e Public Libraries 
Board were fruitle ss because that body had already over-extended its sources of 
reve n ue in providing help to the entire Province as well as th e en tire serv ice for th e 
C ity of St. John 's prope l'. 

The C.F.U.W., realizing that a City Council is a proper SOurce of income for 
a city library, began to assa il that august body in a firm, informed , but most gracious 
manner. Studies were made of services in co mpa ra ble sections of Can ada and an 
extre me ly competent survey was made of th e effect iveness of present library facili­
ties for children in the C ity of St. John's. This survey , which was don e thoroughly 
and in a scientific manner, revealed a severe drop-off in the effectiveness of the 
Goslin g Library fo r peo ple who lived bey onc' th e one mile radius of th e Library, a 
fact whi ch had been kn own to the s ta ff a nd to the Libra ry Board for many y ea rs . 
Among other things, Canadian Library Associat ion Standards were d ramatically 
vindicated by the res u lts of this survey . The resulting brief of the university 
wom en's club recorded th e need for several small but compreh en sively s tocked li­
brary branches on the periphery of the City. T his clear, simple, and powerful mes­
sage they conveyed to th e City Council who, in th eir turn, wisely succumbed to the 
in evitable. 

It would be im pertinent and is perhaps fa r too ea rly to pr edict what e ffect 
this decision might ha ve upon public library services in Ne wfoundland . The good 
example of the Council may be an inspiration to ot he r councils and it could accel­
erate th e growth of library fin ancing from sources o the r than the Provincial Govern­
ment. That body, for understandable reasons, is not far from th e en d of its contri­
butory rope. The interest which this new de velopment has already genera ted 
und erlin ~s the growing a wa rene ss by people throu ghout Newfoundland a nd Labra­
dor of th e vital necessity of a public library se rv ice. This relatively rar e phenorn­
eno n fo r Newfoundland of " bra nch libraries for chitd re n" is something which will 
bea r watching in th e immediate future. 
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Miss Home, formerly in the Circulation and Refer­

ence Division of the University of Toronto Li­

brary , is now Chief Circulation Librarian at the
 
Halifax Mem orial Library , and Secretary-Treasurer
 
of A.P.L.A ,
 

Pauline Home 

TODAY'S FICTION 

AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

"W hy can't I find any new novels I like to read?" Ev ery cir­
cula t ion librarian is familia r with thi s cry . No public lib ra ry bud get is la rge enough 
to provide as many new novels as its patrons wou ld like to see on th e new book 
stands. The 1957 ed it ion of th e Canadian Li brary Associa tion Standard.r oj service 
jor Public Libraries in Canada, now under revision, recommends th at th e adult non­
fiction should be at lea st 60% of the total adult collection; th e ratio of non-fiction 
is expected to increase with the population ser ved. 

The sect ion on fiction in the Book Se lection P ohcy Statcment drawn up by th e 
Nova Scotia Regional Li brari es in 1961 states : 

In building up a fiction collection th e first respo nsibility of th e regional 
library is to provide in a tt ract ive edition s th e best no vels ari el short 
stories of the English, American and Canadian write rs of all tim e and 
En glish tr anslations of the more significan t novelists of other coun tries . 
Due attention should be given to French-Canadian writers . 

The best kn own work s of the se novelists should be readily accessible. i\ 
patron should not be obliged to reserve Pride and Prejudice, Th« Red and the Bla ck, 
or dnimal Farm . If high school and university s tuden ts continue to de pend on th e 
public library rather than the library of the educa tional institution wh ich they a re 
attending, the public library will need to spend a good deal of mon ey keeping copi es 
of the standard novelists on it s shel ves in good con dition . 

The Book Sele ction. Polt"cy Statement of the Nova Scotia Regional Libraries 
goes on to say that in selecting curren t fiction: 

Each regiona! library is ~ttempting to satisfy a.particul ar pu blic which 
probably vanes greatly 10 background, education, taste and inte rests. 
The library will give priority to ne w novels whose literary art and t ruth 
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to human nature can be readily identified. Having done this the library 
will try to purchase the most com pe ten t, pleasing and success ful books 
in all impor tan t categories of fiction. A new sea story or crime novel, for 
example, will be considered in comparison with the good work which ha s 
been done in its author's specific field. 

Although the population of the City of Halifax is unde r 100,000, the range of 
reading taste for fiction in the E nglish language is probably comparable to that of 
Toronto. The professional librarians who make up the public library's book 
se lect ion committee must choose from among the new novels published in Canada, 
the United States, the United Kingdom and other countries. In 1964 there were 
approximately 1700 new novels published in the United States and over 3,000 in the 
United Kingdom. 

What was the calibre of the fiction published in 1964 and what did some of 
the highlights cost? The Canadian list prices of five novels which one would expect 
any Canadian public library to have purchased (a nd the larger libraries in multiple 
copies) were as follow s: 

Allen, Ralph. The High lPhde Forest. $5.95 
Auchincloss, Louis. The Rector of Justin. $6.25 
Bellow, Saul. HerIog. $6.95 
Golding, William. The Spire. $3.95 
Vidal, Gore. Julian. $7.50 

In 1965 John Hersey's new novel lPhile Lotus will cost $8.50 in Canada and 
James Michener's The S ource $8.95. Non-fiction prices are rising too; the public 
library's avowed educational role makes it easier to justify paying $10.00 for Sir 
Philip Magnus' biography of King Edward VII or $7.50 for Professor Creighton's 
The Road 10 Confederation, 

On e school of thought would have the public library concentrate on the more 
intellectual and commercially less "successful" current novelists and cut out Daphne 
Du MaurieI' and Agatha Christie. Carried to its logical conclusion, this would 
mean purchasing only new novels by such authors as Hortense Calisher, Gunter 
Grass, Doris Lessing, Paul Scott, John Updike and Patrick White. Talented as 
their works are, they appeal only to one segment of the library's public. At least 
some of the libra ry borrowers who appreciated John Fowles' The Colleclor or the late 
E. L. Wallant's Th e Children al lhe Gale, two novels published in 1964, do not always 
want to read about unhappy or frustrated people. There are many good readers 
who do not ca re for the highly introspective, psychological writing which character­
izes so many novels today. These rcade rs were not enthralled by Lawrence Dur­
rell's Alexandria Quade! (in my view one of the great literary achievements of the 
last decade ) and they had the courage to say so. 

Many library borrowers still look for a lively plot and well drawn characters 
as found in the novels of Thomas Armstrong and Margery Sharp or in Harper Lee's 
To Kill a /l1ock ingb/rd. The virtual disappearance of plot in much current writing 
and the portrayal of characters, who seem to have stepped out of a psychiatrist's 
case book, has undoubtedly tu rn ed many readers to the crime novel. I suspect that 
Michael Gilbert, Ngaio Marsh and Julian Symons are often read as much for the 

42 apia bulletin 



story as for the mystery . The popularity or /lft'la 18. which red uces the high tragedy 
of the Warsaw ghetto to a colourful adventure yarn, probably results from Leon 
Uris' gifts as a story teller. 

In a recent article in Vogue magazin e Pamela Hansford Johnson, herself one 
of the best contemporary English novelists, has poin ted out that t he compulsory 
sex scene, so necessary to the contemporary novelist (or is it his publisher" ) is not an 
aesthetic necessity. Miss Johnson observes that in Anna /{aren ina, the novel which 
immediately occurs to he r as most permeated wit h sex ua l passion . T olsto i found no 
need to offer a con sulting room description of Anna a nd Vrons l,y in bed . The public 
lib rary should not see k to e xcl ude realistic writing because it is reali stic ; nor should 
it purchase sensational novels, devoid of lit erary me rit, which ha ppe n to be on the 
best seller 1ist. P eyton PLace and Th e Larp elba,1per.f do not belong in th e pu blic 
library any more than the light romances of Em ily Lor ing a nd Ba rba ra Cartland . 

The weekly best seller lists in the New Yo rk T imes Book Re view for 1964 
include a few exce llen t novels in very dissimilar field s: Sa ul Bc llow's Herzoq, Louis 
Auchincloss' Th e R ector of .Iuslin, John Le Ca rre 's The S py IF ho Came I n jrom The 
Cold and Rumer Godden 's Battle of the Villa Fiorila as wel l as suc h poor novels as 
Irving Wallaces The /Han , Leon Uris' rl rmaqeddon ami the most rc cn t ad ventures 
of James Bond. Many public librarians must wish that t he la te President Kennedy 
had not expressed his admiration for the James n ond series of Ian Fleming. 

The wide diversity of taste to be ob served in t he read ing pu blic, together with 
the depressing quality of much professedly se riou s crea t ive writing, leads me to 
doubt the success of setting up a sin gle s ta nda rd of litera ry quu li ty for fiction. In 
the words of th e N ova Scotia Region a l L ib ra r ies Book S elertion P oLicy Statement: 

It should be the regional lib rary 's po licy to ac qu ire {i t ion, whe the r se r­
ious or amusing, realistic or imaginative, whi ch is well wr itten a nd based 
on authentic human e xperie nce, and to exclud e wea k, incompetent or 
cheap se n t imen ta l writing as well as th e in tentionally sensa t ional, morbid 
or e ro t ic. 

The mediocre calibre of many no vels published in 1964 is a ppa rent to anyone 
who reads English, American and Can adia n book rev ie win g periodicals with an y 
regularity. \Vhile works of non-fiction a re [requen tly reviewed by people competent 
to judge if th e informalion. is authoritative, librarians en gaged in selecting fiction 
need to read as many new novels as they possibly can . R. V. Cassill's novel Tl« 
President is an exa mple of the di sappointments in s tore for th e unwary selector. 
Most of the revi ew s of this book gave sca n t indica t ion of t he cl in ica lly explicit de­
scriptions of the personal relat ion sh ips of th e characters wh ich actually added little 
to the no vel. Virginia Kirkus' Book Re viewing Se rvice described this tale of uni­
versity politics in the Mid-Western United States as " te d iously intellectualized." 
One of the a ttractions of Virginia J<:i rkus ' Book Re \·ie wing Se rvice is that the re­
views of new novels are obviously written by people who have done a great deal of 
in tel ligen treading. 

The only alternative to th e policy ou tli ned in t he N ova Scotia Regiona l Li­
braries B ook S eLeclion P oLicy Statement is to gi ve up buying ne w novels altogethe r 
and wait until thei r authors appear in the j\ \ ode rn Library o r Everyman 's . This, 
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I feel, would be a g rea t pity as a n ovel like Mary Renault's The Last of the lFine 
helps us to un de rstan d wha t At hens was like du r-in g th e Peloponnesian ' Val's be tter 
than many fact ual histories. And sure ly Andre Sch warz-B a rts' n ovel The LaJ"t of 
the JIU[ belongs in th e public lib rary quite as legimately as Anne Fra nk 's Diar:lJ of a 
Y oung Girl. As it is, many libra rians a re too prone to d ismiss th e reading of novels 
as me re recreation; t hey seem to have for gotten that a n ovel may enlarge a n in ­
di vidual 's hori zon just as much , and in som e ways more, than a grea t man 's bio­
gra p hy. 
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NEW CANADIAN BOOKS 

BAYONETS AT ST. CLOUD 
by D. J. Goodspeed 

The sto ry o f the most fantast ic co up d 'etat o f a ll time -young N apol e on Bon aparte's seizure 

of p ow er as leader o f Fran ce. By the autho r o f The Conspirators. $ 5 .75 

SHADOWS ON A WALL 
by Cha rles Israel 

The Brand ons , a n inte llige nt, so phistica ted couple, suffer b iller confl ict provo ked by the ir 

ad o ptio n o f a te en aged Ne gro girl . Racial pre ju dice is the them e o f the p ow e rful new novel 

by Canada' s most versat ile writer . $6.50 

MACMILLAN OF CANADA 
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Deservedl y well known by Can ad ian librar ians ,
 
Sister pioneered the Reg ion al Library mov ement
 
in Cap e Breton. Libra rian, Mount St. V ince nt
 
Coll eg e , Hal ifax , Sister is a lso o n the Boa rd o f
 
D ire ctors of C.A.C.U.L. and a Corr e spond ing
 
Member o f th e Hum aniti es Re sea rch Counc il o f
 
Canada .
 

Sister Francis Dolores 

THE 25TH A.P.L.A. CONFERENCE 

--- A CRITIQUE 

The lu re of " B rita in's Oldest Colony - Can ada 's Youngest 
Province" will no doubt do mu ch to s t im ula te co nve n tio n in te res t among A.P. L.A. 
mem bers in September bu t the success of the Con fe rence de pe nds upon more t han 
tou rist a ppeal. Thou gh it is now la te in th e planni ng s tage , it might be wor thwhile 
to take a " h indsigh t" gla nce at th e Hal ifa x Co nfer ence of last Oc to ber to see what 
was accomplished . 

Before viewing it with a crit ica l eye (a nd since P resident Gattinger as ked 
for a 'critique', no doubt this is what he had in mind ), let us firs t ge t m atte rs into 
perspecti ve . Our 1964 Co nfe rence wa s really somewha t gra t u itous (in th e n ice 
sense of that term). We had a lready made an all -out e ffor- t for the CLA Confer e nce 
in June and it would have been in line with tradition if we had me r ly bo rrowed a n 
afte rnoon or morning sess ion du rin g it for our a nnua l A.P. L.A . meetin g. T ha nks 
to President K athleen Cu rrie and her en ergetic ex ecu t ive, this was not don e . An 
independent Conference in th e fall was dec ided up on and a majority of sixty­
four delegates suppor te d it by th eir presen ce. 

True, some of the usu al highli ghts were missin g - th ey had to be! The City 
a nd th e Province had a lre ady en te rtained ou r CLA gues ts in th e grand manner and, 
for that matter, a numbe r of the gues t spea kers a t th e June Conferen ce had been 
d rawn from ou r local rostru m . T he hospi t ality a nel fe llowsh ip of shared refresh ­
ments were not en t ire ly m issin g howe ve r. We r me m be r with pleasure the recep­
tion graciou sly a rranged and hosted by F athe r H allam, Lib ra rian of St. M ary 's 
University, as well as the less fo rmal en te r ta inment pro vider] by the I fa lifax Libra ry 
Association a nd the H ali fa x Me moria l Lib ra ry following our de light ful " tour " o f 
German lib ra ries wi th Alber ta Le t ts on M on day e ven ing. 
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As for the method a nd content of thi s Conference, e ve n within the limitations 
imposed, it did pr ovide for gr oup interests. The compla in t has often been heard 
that A.P.L.A. is geared to public and regional rather than academic and spec ia l li­
brary interests. If thi s is a va lid criticism, it is also understandable. It is not so 
lon g ago since co llege and university and special librarians in this region were in­
capable of group planning because of limited memberships. This situation ha s 
changed radically in recent y ea rs and cir cumstances in the academic milieu are 
favoring th e formulation of clearly defined objectives which can p rovide a unifying 
and s t imula t ing element of di scu ssion at a conference session . The development 
of school lib raries, of pu blic lib raries and hu ge region al library systems is a lso note­
worthy he re. 

The session a t St. Mary's Unive rsity on Monday afternoon should have bcen 
longer as it touched all too brief1y on common probl em s of u nivc rsity library organ­
ization and ad min is t ra t ion, building and architecture poli cy, in a hurried two hours 
which was climaxed by Eu gene Gattinger's illustrated lecture on orienting freshmen 
to the library . Fortunately , i\'lr. Cattinge i-'s pape r (min us its exc ellent co lor slides) 
has since been printed in Canadian Library (M arch 1963) and so may be sh ared more 
leisu rely by a larger interest group. Fathe r Hallam's report on expansion of uni­
versity library facilities (library buildings) was only a preliminary one to the paper 
he will presen t at th e I [cwloundland Conference as part of th e proposed college and 
university co n tribu t ion to the A.P.L.A. " M as te r Pl an". 

Perhaps this woul d be the place to pull out th e Mast er Pl an and look at it 
squa re ly as it was outlined by it s " a rchitects" at the Moncton Conference in 1963. 
(See ,,1PT /l BuLld in, XXVII (1963), 7ff). It would appear th at because of th e 
apparent lack of involvement on the part of th e whole membership up to and in­
cluding th e H alifax Conference a t lea st , we have y et to am ass a body of per t inen t 
data either as a survey of what is being done at presen t, or as a pattern of s ta nda rds 
for the future - obj ecti ves implied in the blueprint . In this light, the Motion put 
for ward by tw o members of the M aster Pl an Committee "that the public and region­
al section of the M aster Plan Cornmi ttcc be dropped" should be inte rpreted sy m­
pathetically . It au gurs well for the gen eral conviction regarding the potential of 
the M aster Plan (for all ty pes of library service) that the Motion was defeated. 
The papers which were presented on topics pertaining to public and region al inter­
ests are to be revi sed for later pr esentation and may in the process become more 
uniform in standard . We a re grateful to the members who did contribute papers 
a nd to Mr. MacEachern and the member s of the ori gin al Master Pl an Committee. 
Perhaps the ch allenge facin g the new Chairman (is th ere on e?) is to make the in ­
vestigation a rea s so clea rly defined that th eir compe te n t and composite exploration 
will make the Master Plan a reality. Time will p rove th e efficacy of 1"11'. Gattinger's 
"cha llenge" to the university librarians and their respon se to th e topics as signed to 
their research and an aly sis. In ciden tally in mo re than a few of th~ assignmen ts, 
the "homework" involved see ms to have impl ications on the national level as well. 

But - to ge t back to th e Hal ifax Conference - and th e other Panel schedul­
ed as an altern ative fea tu re on M onday afternoon. Trustees play an important 
part in public and regional libraries; th ey have a definite role in representing the 
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lib rary to the people and the rapport th ey establish is in d irect ra tio to th e mu tua l 
unde rsta nding ex ist ing betwee n th em a nd th ei r lib ra ries . There is a d is t inct place 
on co nferen ce programs for trus tees-p a rtici pation (occas ion a lly if no t annually ), 
and the cho ice of suc h exper ienced paneli sts as Natha n Gree n, Huber t Button an d 
Se th With row assured a lively and in form a t ive session. Ru th 1'1cDorma nd has 
offered to conso lida te he r notes on thi s fea tuse of th e Co n ference for publica t ion in 
d PLd Bulletin . (Editor'« note: see page 48 ) 

The re we re other it ems of bus iness whi ch dese rve more cons ide ra t ion th an 
space pe rmits here - recruitmen t, th e con tin uat ion of the A.P .L.A . scho lars hip, 
th e d PLd Bulletin - proj ects worthy of con solid ated me mbership suppor t. By 
th is ti me the ne w Editor and his capable assis tant ha ve la un ched the B ulle/In with 
its "come-of-age" stature. T hose who sha re the co n viction th at an organiza t ion 
can hardly be profe ss iona l witho u t a mature orga n or mo u th-p iece, must feel en­
cou raged by thi s apparen t success. 

Fi nally , the re are th e ques tions ra ised by ou r Past-Pres ide nt Ka th leen C ur rie. 
What kind of conferen ce does th e mem bership fav or? Sh ould we plan som e kind 
of worksh op each year an d if so, sho uld it be a "Ty pe of Library " worksh op (public. 
regional, unive rsity, spe cia l) or a " Type of Acti vi ty" (adult se rvices, chil d ren 's, 
techn ical services, referen ce, adm in istration, e tc.) ? Sho uld WI: ha ve a fea ture 
speake r drawn from th e lib ra ry profession else where ra th e r tha n "jus t" a specia l 
gues t speake r? 

And one which l\1 iss C urrie d id not rai se (o r a t lea st , no t in so ma ny words ) 
- what rea lly should be th e "crown ing glory" of th e y ea rs t ha t ha ve seen ou r 
membe rshi p grow in ex cess of on e hund red membe rs in FO UR pro vinces? 

Perha ps it migh t we ll be THE MASTER P L AN as a 'faIt accomp li' . 

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR PERIODICALS? 

Our many years of experience in this field has made our f i rm known 
to libraries [rom coast to coast. 

Write for rull particulars concerning our "common expirat ion" and 
"renew automatic" system or ordering . 

A complete subscription service at your disposal. 

6 THO R N CL I FF PARK D RIVE 

T O R O NTO 17 . C A N ADA 
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This article has been prepared by Miss McDor­
mand, then Secretary of A.P.L.A., from notes 
taken at the 25th Annual Conference, Halifax, 
N . S. M iss McDormand is Librarian of the Cape 
Breton Regional Libr ary, Sydney, N . S. 

Ruth McDormand 

THREE A.P.L.A. TRUSTEES 

SPEAK OUT 

The role of th e trustee in the provisron of library se rvices i.n 
the Atlant ic region of Canada was the topic of this panel di scu ssion. The Panel­
ists were: Mr. N athan Green , Halifax, (Chai rman); Mr. Seth Withrow, Upper 
Rawdon, and Mr. Hubert Button, Moncton. 

Definition of Trustee's Rol e 
Trustees are governors or protectors of properties which belong to othe r 

peopl e . The public library belongs to the en t ire community a nd e ve ry segment of 
society has an interest and an investment in the library building, it s resources, and 
it s services . 

First Consideration 
No trustee should accept appointment unless he is able and willing to come 

to Board meetings. An abiding interest is essential in a trustee. Being paid for 
his services is no guaran tee of his value to the Board ; the in terest ha s to be in th e 
work it sel f, not th e prestige or sala ry . A trustee ne eds to be completely informed 
of the librarian 's educational requiremen ts, her profession al background, her dail y 
work and service problem s. 

Informing the Trustee 
Many books an d manuals offer a gen eral guide, but the information to th e 

trustee mu st come from the lib rarian in his own community, as it affects that com­
munity. (At this point. a prov incial Director confirmed his opinion tha t it is th e 
librarian's responsibility to so inform trustees . H e cited two excellen t opportunities 
for doing this: the libra rian should see to it that Bo ard meet ings are dynamic and 
interesting, and should send interesting and intelligibl e annual reports to e ve ry 
Bo ard member in his area . T oo often, annual reports look as though they wer e 
written to sway gove rn men ta l agen cies, or to compete with other libraries.) 

Attendance a t library conferences should be con sidered an important method 
of informing trustees of th eir responsibilities. A.P.L.A. trustees acknowledged, 
for example, that much insight was gained at the C.L.A. Ottawa Conference, at the 
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C .L.T.A. Liaison Committee during th e Winnipeg Con fer ence, and the M.O.P , 
Workshop at the H alifax Conference in 1964. Refe rring to thi s 25th A.P.L.A. 
Con fe rence, a trustee noted that he had learned more ab out his dutie s in th e pa s t 
two hou rs than du ring a nin e-year membership on his trustee Boa rd. 

Trus tees felt th at lib ra rian s should ha ve befo re Lhcm a t a ll times an ideal of 
libra ry ser vice jor lhal particu lar ar ea. T he librarian mu st ca rry thi s ideal to th e 
trustee a nd make him under stand it by whate ver means. I t is not always too c lea r 
what th e librarian really wants. If the lib rarian expects polit ica l or fiscal action , 
th e a nnua l report sho uld st a te clearly and u ne qu ivocally . " We d id this last y ea r ; 
next y ear we woul d like to give y ou tlll'.f exp nnded se rvice ; it will cos t y ou x dolla rs. " 

Gene ral Areas [or Trustee Action 

An enlightened t ru st ee does no t t ry to keep the bud get dow n ; he tries, rather, 
to increase it by good sa lesmanship . This approach is ba sic to th e role of an c lfcc­
tiv e trustee. Physical facilities and [ibra ry plan t arc vitally impor ta n t . 1\ trustee 
mu st be well informed on lib ra ry poli cy a nd s tra tcgy : he mu st a lso be civica lly an d 
po lit ica lly inform ed if he is to win money fro m cou ncil bodies. 1\ t ru stee should 
get himself in volved in p ub lic re la t ions work th rou gh T. V., rad io, nc wspapc rs, and 
se rvice clubs. The trustee mu st "sell " peop le in th e sm a ll co mm un it ies on t he li­
br a ry ' s se rvices ; this job cannot alway s be done by the lib ra rian who is som etimes 
su spect of having a ves ted interest. Member ship in a region a ll iLJra ry system woul d 
seem to be the responsibi lity of every trus tee, a t least of libra ries in A.P.L.A. towns. 

Specific Are as for Trustee Action 

The trustee mu st promo te the expa nsion of lib ral'y se r- vices to meet th e needs 
of the people . This should include lib rary se rvices to schoo ls, co mmun ity group s. 
th e handicapped, shut-ins, senio r citizen s. a nd non-resident borrowers . It sh oul d 
include audio-visual ser vices, adult education , a nd the recru it ment of profession al 
lib rarian s. Trustees must a lso see k out a rea s in which new libra rv se rvices can be 
initia ted. E ach trustee br ings hi s own specia l field of i n te rcst to the lib ra ry Boa rd; 
acco rdingly , he can help to develop unique o r specia l se r- vices . e .g., for j uve nile de­
linquents, penitentia ry in mates. military se rvice men , e tc . Above all, th e t ru stee 
mu st be pre pa red to assume committee work on the Board inclu d ing such areas as 
publici ty , in surance, build ings, ground s, and boo kmob ile se rv ice . 

Recommendations 

An a ttemp t sho uld be ma de to hold ye arly provincia l co nfe rences of trustees 
in diffe rent pa rts of th e p ro vinces or reg ion s. Attenda nce at Boa rd meetin gs should 
be reported to th e co uncil whic h appointed th e t ru s tee to his lib rary role. The 
trustee's repor t should be read into the council' s minutes. A re vitalized publicity 
effo rt is required to make peo ple i'n the Atlantic area more aware of trustee' s work 
and respon sibilities : the librarians of the A.P .L.A. region hav e a major role to play 
in this matter through news media, th rou gh th ei r own publications, through con­
fer en ces a nd daily contact with civ ic leade rs - with the op inion makers and those 
who "shape the public conscience ." 
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Fr. Hallam is Librarian, Saint Mary's University, 
Halifax, Assistant Editor of this Bulletin, and in 
charge of one of the cooperative efforts described 
below. 

Gibson Hallam, S,j. 

LIBRARY COOPERATION 

--- A.A.D. LIBRARIANS' COMMITTEE 

Despite the many hot, tepid a nd cold wars which now rage 
throughout the world, there are strong signs of a tenden cy towards cooperation be­
tw een countries and institutions whi ch, only a few yea rs ago, seemed impossible . 
Libraries and librarians have been caught up by th is spir it, possibly for economic 
reasons as well as the pressure of the ominous information ex plos ion, and, we hope 
for othe r reason s as well. It might well be sa id that whe reas our academic libraries 
merely coexi sted before World War II, the post-wa r e ra, and more especially th e 
past decade, has become a period of vital cooperative e ffor t among libraries in 
such matters as th e sha ring of resource material, the division of labour in biblio­
graphical, te chnical and o the r projects, and in th e sharing of information through a 
rapidly expa nding professional literature. E ven a t th e risk of further burdening 
that lit erature, we feel impelled to outline ou r own appa ren t success in the area of 
cooperation between university and college libraries in th e Atlantic region of Can­
ada. 

Early in 1963 the Presidents of the universities of the Atlantic Provinces 
formed the Association of Atlantic Universities (A.A.U.) , an organization designed 
specifically to explore the possibilities of greater coope ration at all levels among the 
universities of th e a rea. The object of this group is to coo rd ina te the use and de­
velopmen t of facilities and staff by minimizin g wasteful competition and the over­
lapping of effort. 

From the beginning, the A.A .U. ha s s t rong ly enc ou rag ed cooperation among 
th e librarians of the associated universities. In August 1963 a Librarians' Com­
mittee was formed under the Chairmanship of Mr. Laurie M. Allison, Librarian of 
Mount Allison Uni versity, Sackville, N . B. The Committee was asked to explo re 
se ve ra l ch allengin g a reas of cooperation . In subseque n t regular meetings the Com­
mittee has met some of th ese challenges effectively . 
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In the autumn of 1964 the Librarians' group was ra ised to th e sta tus of a 
permanent committee of the A.A.U. , and an executive was elected: Mr. J. P . 
Wilkinson (Dalhousie University, H alifax) as Cha irm an; D r. Ge rt rude E . Gunn 
(University of New Bcunswick ) as Secretary; Mr. Laurie M . Allison as P ast Chair­
man. 

The Committee has from the beginn ing fun ctioned well. From th e discu s­
sions of th e topics p resented to it, se ver al coopera tive p rojects ha ve res ulted: Xe rox 
914 copiers have been installed in several libraries to facilitate interlibrary loan s and 
other se rvices ; a uni on list of serial holdin gs in the associ a ted lib rar ies has been be­
gun ; ca talogue ca rds for so me of th e librar ies ar e being prod uced by offse t press a t a 
cooperative Printing Center, and a cen te r for the p rod uction of microfilm for the 
A.A. U. Libraries is a bou t to be es ta blished. 

Other results of the meetings ar e less tangible but no less real an d excit ing. 
The meetings a re held in di fferent librari es in turn and so we ha ve come to know 
ea ch other and the different institutions be tter ; the friendly, open a tmosphere of 
the meetings has gen er ated much frank d iscussion of commo n problem s, who lesale 
exchange of ideas and experience ofte n shattering the formal agendas. The re ha s 
been much valu able, bu t as ye t inconclusive, d iscussion of coopera t ive buying and 
binding ; in addition, we a re s t udy ing th e possibility of a central s torage de po t for 
little-used materials. Telex for in terl ibra ry loans. uni form sa lary scales, grad ua te 
an d undergradua te borrowing privileges- d iscuss ion of these an d ma ny other 
topics ha s mad e th e Li brarian s' meetings both exc iting a nd most p rofit able to all 
pa r ticipan ts, 

The most pr odu ctive de velopments to date ha ve bee n in th ree a reas in which 
positive action has been tak en as a res ult of Committee in itiat ive : th e firs t s tages of 
a union list of se ria l holdings, th e Printing Center for the production of ca ta logue 
cards and the Microfilm Cente r. 

Union List of Serial Holdings 

Discussed at th e first meeting of the Co mmittee in 1963, th e un ion list is now 
almost a reality. Late in 1964 Mr. J. P. Wilkinson introduced th e pr oject a t a 
regul ar meeting of the Dalhou sie University Libra ry Co unc il. It was dec ided to 
pr oduce first a holdin gs list of D alhousie's own serials by data pr ocessing. Unde r 
the operational supe rvision of M rs. Ruth MacDon ald, B ead of Technica l Ser vices, 
th e Serials Division und ertook th e pr oject. The bas ic cod ing a nd distri bution of 
columns on IBM punched cards was progre ssively est ablished . After much dis­
cuss ion, ex pe rimen ta tion a nd ha rd wor k, th e following bas ic groups we re ass igned : 
Alphanumerical (numbers assigned to se rial titles to establi sh th em in alphabetical 
orde r), Subject, Location, Su bscription Agent, T itle, Hold ings, Call Num be r, Lan gu­
age, Duplicate Se ts, and finally the Ca rd Cod e group to provid e proper sequence 
for the seve ral cards nee ded to describe both ti tle & holdi ngs of a particul a r ser ial. 

After establi shing thi s pattern, the Dalhousie Librari ans progr essiv ely tr an s­
fe rred th e da ta to key-punch ca rds by a n IBM-26 d irect ly from the master Ka rdex 
file of the Main Un iversity Library. Re sulting ca rds were then run th rough an 
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IBM-407 to produce the first print-out on 11 inch rolls perforated at 11 inch inter­
vals. The final corrected copy was printed on duplimat paper. As th e associated 
libraries prepare their holdings lists and send them to Dalhousie, the inforrna tion 
will be transfered to punched-cards, incorporated into the print-ou ts which will be 
xeroxed on multilith masters, duplicated and distributed to all A.A.U. Libraries at 
cost. We had originally hoped to have the full un'ion list printed by December 
1965, but it would seem now that only three or four libraries will have entered the 
project by that date. 

A fuller description of this project can be found In Mr. Wilkinson's article 
on page 54 of this issue. 

Printing Center for Catalogue Cards 

Inexpensive, high-quality cards are now being produced for some of the 
A.A.U. Libraries at a Printing Center established in February 1965 at Saint Mary's 
University Library, Halifax. Because of my personal interest in printing and 
several attempts to find a less expensive means of producing cards, I offered at the 
November 1964 meeting of the Librarians' Committee to investigate the feasibility 
of printing cards for the A.A.U. Libraries on an offset press. In January 1965 a 
report was sent to the A.A.U. Librarians, outlining a tentative plan. l\10st of the 
Librarians expressed positive interest. 

On the ba sis of this interest, Saint Mary's Library purchased an A.B . Dick 
320 offset press (a fte r careful comparison with competitive models), hired a full­
time operator and began to produce its own cards. Following preliminary trials, 
Dalhousie asked to be admitted and the Prin ting Cen tel' was in business almost be­
fore we knew what had happened . In March, the Dalhousie Medical-Dental Li­
brary came in to the plan, followed soon by Mount Sain t Vincent and }(ing's Col­
lege. Wh en certain supply problems and other difficulties have been resolved, 
se veral othe I' libraries will en te I' the scheme. 

In barest outline thi s cooperative venture operates as follows: the Printing 
Center supplies the press, operator, card stock and some inciden tal supplies. Par­
ticipating libraries buy special library card masters from the Printing Center at cost. 
These masters are typed in each library and mailed to the Center where the speci­
fied number of cards is printed from each master and then returned by mail. Once 
a month each library is billed at the rate of 2c for each card produced for that li­
brary. The Center ha s not been operating long enough for lliS to know whether thi s 
extremely low cost will actually cover the overhead, but it is clear that even a slight­
ly higher charge per card would represent a major saving for the participating li­
braries. 

Of course, there have been difficulties. Some cataloguers have hesitated be­
cause added en tries on duplicated cards are best placed on th e Fron t of all cards. 
Offset reproduction requires special grease-based carbon typewriter ribbons which 
in turn require some special handling. Best results have come from electric type­
writers supplied with a plastic carbon ribbon, but quite satisfactory cards have been 
produced from masters prepared on standard machines with cotton carbon ribbons. 
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We are at present using not entirely satisfactory single sheet library card masters 
supplied by the A.B. Dick Company; on order are masters specially designed for our 
use. These will be supplied in zig-zag packs to allow continuous feeding into type­
writers. Bu t despite these and other problems, th e coopera ti ve Prin tin g Cen tel' 
is an es ta blished fact, producing high-quality cards at a ve ry lost cost. There is no 
reason to suspect that this expcrirnen t will require major modifications and its suc­
cess seems certain. 

Central Microfihning Service 

Also close to reality is a third cooperative scheme, a Microfilm Cen tel' to serve 
the A.A .U. Libraries. Upon the recommendation of the Librarians' Committee, 
the A.A.U. Executive has tentatively approved the establishment of a microfilming 
unit at the Nova Scotia Technical College in Halifax. Mr. M . R. Hussain, N.S.T.C. 
Librarian, is now preparing a cost estimate for the project. Details ha vc not yet 

been worked out, but we are confident that this service will be es ta blis hed in the neal' 
future. 

When the University Presidents in the A.P.L.A. region sought to pool their 
resources and to reduce competitive effort, the Librarians accepted th e challen ge 
with enthusiasm. It should be understood that this Librarians' group is only 
one of several cooperative groups of the parent body. This paper should be read 
merely as a preliminary progress report of our own act ivities to this end . 

It seems to us that it is precisely in the area of libra ry coope ration that the 
A.A.U. will win positive, measureable results. This is so because of the libra ry's 
central and strategic position wi thi n the whole ac ad emic p rogram ; because of the 
great cost of pro viding modern libr~ry service, both in terms of professional staff and 
book resou rces, and because library activities ar e pe rha ps more am enable to co­
operative effo rt than other areas of academic life. T he Librarians' Committee is 
proud of its contribution to the ambitious and worthy plan s of the Association of 
Atlantic Universities for fuller cooperation between the colle ges and universities in 
this regron of Canada. 

MOUNT SAINT VINCENT COL­
BRARY BOARD requires CHIEF LEGE has a vaca ncy for a General 
LIBRARIAN, B.A., B.L.S., to develop Librarian. P osition ineludes work 
an expandin g library system in a busy in ca t aloguing and read ers' servi ces 
se a coas t cit y and to plan new 1967 and consid er abl e conta ct wit h facul ty 
Cen tennial library building. Library an d stude nts in a rap idl y gro wing 
system now com prises City H all li­ institution with over 58, 000 volumes. 
brary and bookmobile. Present sa la ry B eginning sa la ry , $5,300 . Re quired 
range $7,000 - $8,000. Starting salary qualifi ca tion s : a n a ccr ed it ed BA, BLS 
co m mensu rate wit h expe rien co. Ad­ degrees or equi valen t. Applicat ion s 
dress appli ca ti ons or requ ests for further shou ld include curriculu m vitae, ac a­
information to: Mrs. Eileen Stubbs, dem ic transcr ipts, a re cent photo and 
Chairman, Dartmouth Region al Li­ referen cos. Apply: Sis t er Fran cis 
brary B oard, 34 Suns et Dri ve , Dart­ Dolor es, Chief Librarian, Moun t Saint 
mouth, No va Scotia. Vin cent College, Halifax . 

DARTMOUTH REGIONAL LI­

53May, 1965 



Mr. Wilk inson, Dalhousie Un iversity Librarian, is a 

member of the C.L.A . Statisti cs Committee a nd th e 

Res olutions Committee ; of the Canadian Library 

Re search and Development Council ; of th e C.A.C. 
U.L. Committee on the Use of Unique Materials and 

of the Committee on Pos ition Cla ssificati on and Salary 

Scales. He is also Ch airman of the A.A.U. L i­
brarians' Commillee. 

John P. Wilkinson 

A.A.U. MECHANIZED UNION 

LIST OF SERIALS 

In November 1964 th e Librarian s' Committee of the Assoc­
iat ion of Atl antic Uni vel'sities discu ssed and approved two major co-ope ra t ive 
projects for A.A.U. libraries. The first of these , the centralized duplica t ion of unit 
ca rds, was assigned to St. Mary's University Library , Halifax, Nova Scotia ; and is 
now, on a limited sca le, an accomplished fact. The second project, th e mechanized 
lisfirig of seri als in A.A.U. libraries, was assign ed to th e Dalhousie University 
Library. 

Plans for the implernen ting of the Dalhousie assign men t were undertaken as 
a regular item of D alhousie University Library Council business during De cember 
1964 and January 1965; and, by February 1965, mechanized listing, under the oper­
ational superv ision of MI·S. Ruth MacDonald , Head of the D alhousie Technical 
Services Division, was begun as a special duty of the Serials Section of th e Un i­
ver sity Library. The speed with which actual print-out was obtained resulted 
from two factors: first, th e great deal of help which Dalhousie was able to obtain 
from the experience of others, notably from Jack E. B rown's article on the N .R .C .L. 
ex pcr imcn t ; " and secondly, the decision of Library Council to learn further from 
operational experience at Dalhousie instead of hoping to solve all practical p roblems 
th eoretically before beginning operations. The following brie f description of the 
Dalhousie - A.A.U. (D A) operation follow s deliberately the plan of Mr. Brown's 
pioneering article referred to above, since it is felt that thi s will facilitate possible 
comparisons between the N.R.C. and the Dalhousie projects. 

The serials resources of the A.A. U. form a generally homogeneou s geographic 

*J. E . Brown an d Peter Wolt ers, "Mechan ized listing of seri al s at th e National Research 
Council Library " in Canadia n Libra ry xix, 6 (May , 1963). pp. 420·26. 
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groupin g, re lat ively weak in isola tion but perhaps surprisingly strong in total. The 
Librarian s' Committee of the A.A.U. felt th at a reg ional union list would upd ate, 
and therefore not conflict with , union list s prepared by NRC and the National Li­
brary . T he initial D A print-ou t includes on ly the holdin gs of the Dalhousie Uni­
ve rsi ty J\'lain Library, a total of some 2,500 t itles, and cons t it u tes a re la tive ly modest 
undertaking. The fina l prin t-out, including the holdi ngs of mos t if not all A.A.U. 
libraries, will probably st ill tota l well under the 10,000 d ifferent seria l tit les ~held in 
1963 by the National Research Council Library . Thus th e dema nds of th e Dal. 
hou sie-A.A.U. (DA) projects a re less th an the de mands of the NRC project, and 
thi s factor is reflected in th e columnar di stribution of data on th e DA card . 

In adopt ing th e mec hanized ap proac h th e chief aim was, as in the case of the 
NRCL, to prod uce as efficient ly as possible a nd at frequen t intervals, a comp lete 
list of the ser ials recei ved and held by th e libra ries included ; but, also as in th e case 
of the NRCL, it was found th at addition al coding to facilitate the prepara t ion of 
ancillia ry list s was desi rabl e (Table I, p. 54). Columns were, t he refore, desig­
nated for t he followin g data: 

Alpha n umerical gro up-Columns 1-5 (All cards) 
In o rde r to ma in tain a n a lpha be t ical arra nge ment of ti tles, a nd to pe rmi t 

reso rt ing of th e file, each card or se t of cards is assig ned a number. The alph a­
nu me rical d istr ibut ion curve was finally set a t an a rbitr ary phasing of for ty- n ine 
spaces be twee n each current ly held title, on the assumpt ion th at th e pattern of 
serials add it ions at Dalhousie would not di ffe r subs tan t ia lly with respect to alpha­
betiza t ion in th e next fifty years, and th at the se rials collections of othe r libraries 
of th e A.A.U. would have substa n t ially the same a lphabe t ica l distr ibu tion th at 
Dalh ousie now has. Thus the D A seq ue nce a llows for the insertion of forty-nine 
titles between a ny two ex isting titles, as co mpared with th e N RCL pha sing o f nine­
ty-nin e ; a nd a llows for up to 99,999 titles to be lis ted in alphanumeric seque nce . 

Subject group- Colum ns 6-7 (i\ ll cards) 
Subject codin g is eleme nta ry on th e DA card . A two dig it gro up classifica­

t ion code assign s one sy mbol to thc major and one to th e minor group. Gene ral 
a rea s a nd more specia lized fields a re coded at the sa me le vel. (Table II ). 

Location group- Columns 8-11 (All cards) 
P rovision is made for the code iden t ificat ion of nin e ty -nine co-opera ting li­

brary units, and for nin ety-n ine sub-loca t ions wit hin each libr ary . T hus the code 
number for Dalhousie Univer sity is 01 with ass igned sub-loca t ions in the two digi t 
min or gro up (T able III ). The Me dical and Law Libr aries on the Dalhousie ca mpus 
will be block code d as sub-loca tions within the 01 group. 

Agen t group-Column 12 (All ca rds ) 
T he majority of the periodical subscrip tions of the Dalh ousie Uni versity 

Main Lib ra ry are handled by three agen t s, T he single digit code as developed for 
thi s gro up pe rmits th e addit ion of six ad di tion al specific agen ts, plus code indica­
tion of period icals recei ved from th e publisher, as gifts or exc ha nges, and from other 
source s (Table IV). 
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Title group-Columns 13-62 (Title-cards) 
The information punched in these columns determines the number of title­

cards required for a given title. Provision is made in the card code for three title­
cards; and abbreviations are used based on the American Standard for Periodical 
Title Abbreviation,f, New York, American Standards Association, 1964. 

Holdings group-Columns 13-77 (Holdings-cards) 
A numerical code records holdings, under title, of each co-operating library. 

Provision is made in the card code for eight holdings-cards per title per location. 

Call Number group-Columns 63-77 (Title-cards) 
Fifteen columns on each of the three title-cards are reserved for the call 

number of the title in the library indicated by the location group, Where possible 
the call number will print-out on one line, with spacing to indicate line breaks on the 
original catalogue card. 

Language group-Column 78 (All cards) 
A single digit code designates language of publication (Table V). 

Duplicate group-Column 79 (All cards) 
A 'yes only' digit code indicates duplicate sets of cards (title and holdings) 

distinguished only by their alphanumerical code and their subject code. Thus 
duplicates can be stopped on a straight alphanumerical listing or any on individual 
listing by subject, location, agen t, or language. 

Card code group-Column 80 (All cards) 
Since more than one IBM card is required to describe both title and holdings, 

a single symbol code ensures the proper sequence of cards within a set and permits 
the separation of title-cards from holdi'ngs-cards. Title-cards are coded 1, 2, +; 
holdings-cards are coded 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 0; the twelfth symbol (-) being kept in 
reserve. 

An IBM-26 was used to key punch the data outlined above. Ideally, all 
information to be coded should be punched in one operation; but, because of the 
experimental nature of this project, it was decided that Divisional professional 
personnel should work from a preliminary print-out to add subject coding. 
Similarily, 'see references' were also added after the preliminary print-out. 
Columns 1-5, 8-77, and 80 were, therefore, punched first to record the alphanum­
ber, the location, the agent, the title, the call number, and the card code. This 
information was obtained from the master Kardex file main tained by the Serials 
Section of the Main Library. ,. 

At this stage, the resulting cards were run through an IBM-407 stepped down 
to 100 lines per minute and, of course, programmed In advance for the assigned code. 
The first print-out was done on 11 inch rolls perforated at 11 inch intervals, the raw 
copy was corrected by the Serials Section, and new cards were punched where neces­
sary (corrections of the IBM card also provided a valuable check on the accuracy of 
the Kardex record). 

Sets of sheets from the initially revised print-out were then distributed to the 
various subject divisions for further proof-reading and professional librarians as­
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signed th e subject and lan guage codes, which were th en pu nched in columns 6, 7, 
and 78. Finally, 'see refer ences' were punched on ad dition al title cards and inserted 
into th ei r correct alphanu merical sequence, while header cards were pr epared on 
pink stock for insertion i'n th e seq uence to pr in t-ou t at the top of the first sheet . 

F ina l copy of the firs t ed ition of th e D A uni on list (each ed it ion being dis­
tinguished by th e inclu sion of the holdin gs of one or more addi tiona l libraries) has 
been prep ared by IBM-407 prin t-ou t on 8t x 11 inch 'Forrnlincr ', an d reprin ts ha ve 
been run off by Xeroxin g onto A.B. Di ck Sys te ms Mast ers. The A.A.D. Librarians' 
Co mmittee has ag reed to a charge of $1.00 per copy to A.A.D. lib ra ries, and to a 
cha rge of $2.00 pe r copy to non -A.A.D. lib ra ries req uesti ng the union list . 
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50 - Politi cal Scien ce TABLE II. 
5 1 Psy ch ology : gene ra l 

Two Column Subject Code. 52 E xperim ental a nd s ta tis tica l psy chology 
53 - P hy sio logical a nd co mpara tive psy chol­

00 Ge ne ra l covera ge ogy 
01 - Ge ne ra l abstracts, indexes a nd biblio­ 54 - Cli n ical a nd appl ied psy chology 

gra ph ies 55 - Socia l and personal ity psychology 
02 General b ibliography and lib ra ry sc ience 56 - De velop me nt al psy ch ology 
03 Humanities abs tr acts, ind exes a nd biblio- 57 - Municipa l a ffairs 

gr a phi es 58 - P hy sical educat ion 
04 59 - Socia l wor k 
OS 5+ - Sociology 
06 Philosophy 5­
07 - Christ ian religion s 

60 - Science abst ract s, indexes an d biblio­08 - N on-Christ ia n rel igion s 
g raphies09 Music 

61 Science : genera l (includ ing na t ura l a nd 0 + Fine Ar ts 
phy sica l sc ience) 0- Architecture 

62 - M a th ematics (includ ing ap plied mathe­
ma tics, e.g ., computers) 

IO - Linguisti cs 63 - S ta tis t ics 
II Cl ass ical language a nd literature 64 - Astron omy 
12 - Afro-Asian language and lit erature 65 Physics 
13 Sla vic language and lit erature 66 - Chemis try (includ ing crystallography)
14 Teutoni c language a nd literature 67 - Ge ology an d geo phys ics (mi neralogy,
15 E nglish lan guage petrology , pal ae ontology ) 
16 R om ance language 68 Ocean ogr aphy
17 69 Geography (econom ic, cartography,
18 geomorphology , hydrology)
19 6+ - Botany1+ 6- Zoology 
1- - Other lan guages a nd lit eratures 

70 - B iology : ge ne ral (includ ing natural h is­
20 _ General lit er ature (includ ing hook re view lory a nd conserve tio n) 

journal s) 71 - Ge ne t ics 
21 Dra ma and th eatre 72 - Agriculture ( includi ng animal and plan t 
22 Literary h istory an d crit icism cult u re, forest ry ) 
23 C an ad ian literature 73 
24 - Am eri can lit erature 74 
25 - E ng lish lit er ature (Brit ish Isles) 75 - Technology (includ ing mining) 
26 R om a nce literatu re 76 En gineering ( includ ing chemi ca l. c ivil, 
27 electrica l, me cha n ica l) 
28 77 
29 78 
2+ 79 
2- 7+ - H ome eco nomi cs 

7­
30 - Social Sciences a bst ra ct s, indexes a nd 

bibliograph ies 80 - Anatomy , h istology 
31 - Social Sciences : gene ra l 81 Ph y siology , b iochemist ry 
32 Accounting 82 P harma cology 
33 - Anthropology 83 - P ha rmacy 
34 Biography 84 l"licr obiology 
35 Bu siness and Economi cs 85 - Par asitology 
36 86 Pathology 
37 87 
38 88 
39 - Edu cation 89 
3+ 8+ ­
3- 8­

90 - Medi cal abs t racts, index es and biblio­40 H ist ory : genera l 
graph ies 41 An cien t hi story 

91 - M ed icine : general42 Medieval a nd Re na issa nce hi story 
92 Medi cin e : hist ory 43 M odern his to ry (1700 - ) 
93 - Prevent ive medicine. so cial me dicine , 44 - The Western hemisph ere 

publ ic health45 - Europe and the Near East 
94 - Med ical specialit ies 46 Afr o-A sian 
95 - S urgery and surgical spec ialiti es 47 96 Gyneco logy a nd obs te tr ics 48 Law : general ( includ ing com mon a nd 
97 Ped iatrics civi l la w) 
98 - Psy chiatry49 Criminal law 
99 - D entistry , or al surgery 4+ Law: Reports, statutes, etc . 
9 + - N ursi ng 4- International law 
9- - H ospital s 
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TABLE III.
 
Four Colmnn Location Cod e.
 

0 101 - Dal housie Univ.-Science 
0102­
0103­
0 104 ­
0 105 ­
0 l C6 ­
0107 ­

0 108 ­

0 109 ­
Cl iO­
0 111 ­
0 112 ­
01 13 ­
0114 ­
0115 ­
0 116 ­
01l 7 ­

0 118 ­

0119 ­
0120 ­

0 12] ­

- Ch emis t ry 
- B iology 
- E duca tion 
- P harmacy 
- Psy chology 
-Hu man it ies Di vision 

Reading Room 
-Socia l Science D ivis­

ion Read ing Room 
- Ma in Stacks 
- Seria ls Departme nt 
- L ibra ria n's Office 
- K ipling Room 
- T reasure Room 
- D rder D epa rtment 
- Bibliogra ph ic Cen lre 
- M icrofilm Room 
- Catal oguing De par t­

ment 
- Facu lty Depar tments 

no t sepa ra te ly coded 
- Sh irreff H a ll 
- S tudent Lo unge : 

i" la in Libra rv 
-Government "Docu­

men ts Ce nt re 

TABLE IV.
 
One Column Agent Code.
 

I - Moore-Co tt rell 
2 - Blackwell 
3 - Da wson 
4 - D irect from pub lisher 
5 - Gi ft (free ) 
6 - O th er 
7­
8 ­
9 ­
0 ­
+ ­

TABLE V. 
One Column Dominant Language 
Code. 

I - En glis! 
2 - F rench 
3 - German 
4 - Russian 
5 - Spa nish / Po rtug uese 
6 - I tali a n 
7 - Ch inese/ Ja pan ese 
8 ... F ren ch /Germa n/ E ng lish 
9 . O the r poly glot 
o.. Oth er la nguages 

B & 1' s off ice ,nd w.lre ho u$e .II Hill s ide . N. J. 

THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 
O ldest and L.arg o st E x c l us i v e Boo k W h o le s a le r 

HILLSIOE MIDWEST AND SOUTH E RN O IV ISION
 
NEW JERSEY MONtEN C E , ILLINOIS
 

B & TO" ne w Midwest .ilnd So uthe r" Dlyl, ion. Momen c:. , III. 

E x pert S eroice on 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
fo r 

ALL LIBRARIES 

*
 FAXON'S LIBRARIANS GUIDE 
Available on request 

*
 
For t he very best lib ra ry sub­
sc rip t ion service- as k a bout ou r 

Ti ll F orb idd en Automa tic R e­
newa l pla n . 

F. W. FAXON CO., IIC.
 
515 -525 Hyde Park Ave. Booton, Mass. 02131 

Contlnuoul Service *to Libraries SInce 188& 
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Miss Stuart, a recent graduate of the University of 
Tcronto Library School, is now Bookmobile 

Librarian at the Halifax Memorial Library. 

Nancy Stuart 

A "BUGGY" DAY 

ON THE BOOKMOBILE 

Don't let the title of this article mislead you - "buggy" refers 
to baby carriages and has nothjrig to do with bug-houses, horses, or insecticides. 
I should hasten to explain that "a buggy day" on the bookmobile is a nice, sunny 
day, one when all the young mothers can bring th eir little ones with them, and the 
carriages are lined up alongside th e trailer. 

This particular "buggy" day started off earlier than usual for me. Be­
cause I was working the night shift, I had the morning ofF and I was just settling 
down to my second cup of coffee when the telephone rang. I heard the voice of my 
favorite four year old "patron" asking me to watch her on Romper Room that morn­
ing. This I did with great delight and I was in quite a chipper mood as I headed 
for the Library; it was on e of those days in which there was a veritable smell of 
Spring. It was uplifting to be in possession of an outdoor job in that kind of 
weather, and all signs pointed to a nice, relaxing day. 

But we had forgotten one minor detail - this was to be the day when we 
were to have cameramen aboard taking film for a forthcoming television in terview. 
So, for about an hour, we did the Highland Fling over and around lights and cables 
as our poor pa trons suddenly found th emselves pressed in to service as "stars". 
Nevertheless, things soon calmed down again, and all went smoothly for quite some 
time - except for small incidents like telling- the local problem child that if he in­
sisted on chewing on a piece of wood, he would have to spit the chips outdoors in­
stead of on the floor. At lea st he was cheWing it this week instead of brandishing 
the stick. 

Among the other visitors whom the sun had brought out was a sweet freckle­
faced miss who last week had asked if we carried children's books. I had explained 
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th at we on ly had boo b for grade nin e a nd up, and she had co mplete ly floored me by 
s ta t ing th at " although I'm only in g rade three, I read excep tio na lly well for my age" . 

had offered her some de gree of consola t ion by telling he r that we hoped to have 
c hild ren's books eventually, so here she was, bac k again to see if "e ven t ua lly was 
now. " 

By thi s time it was well in to th e afternoon a nd it looked as th ough our first 
s top of th e day was to en d on a peace ful note . What a hope! In s tormed three 
little girls who proudly, a nd loudly , a nnounce d tha t th ey had been cha sed out of 
t wo location s t ha t day . We ha stily c ha nge d t h is to ta l to three . A t tim es I really 
wonder whe ther I sho uld be happy th at a fine d ay brin gs out such crowds of people. 

It was now time for di'nne r a nd a change of location, and on a full s tomach I 
felt bette r prepar ed to face the world . It was just as well, because we were soon de­
luged by hordes of neighborh ood chi ld ren eage r to ex plor e t h is ne w " rec re a t ion 
centre". Muttering th anks to so me body for p rovi d ing me with a tall. s t rapp ing 
d riv er, I wa tched him he rd them ou t the bad door as fast as th ey came in th e front. 
N ow we we re ready for ou r adult patrons. 

In spi te of th e a pproaching da r lc ncss, th e fine weathe r co n ti nued to brin g ou t 
la rge nu mb ers of peopl e ; providen tia lly, thi s group had left th ei r "buggies" behind . 
Uneasy becau se things were going alon g much too q uietly for this particul ar s top, I 
kept a watch ful eye for th e unexpected: I was not to be disappointed . On to th e 
location ch arged two little boy s bea rin g guitars (which cons isted of a pla n k of wood , 
a nd nothing else) and they proceeded to give us a g ra t uitous bu t appa rently we ll­
re he a rsed co ncer t. On ce ag ain thi ngs th re a te ne d to ge t ou t-of-hand and the driver 
resc ued me from some un kn own fate j us t at th e very moment when fou r youn g 
ladies came a boa rd to offe r background accom panimen t. Accompany t he m they 
d id - righ t ou t th e door. 

And on ce again I thought how lu cky we were to ha ve pa tr ons who didn't 
de ma nd an y gre a t degree of silence; in variably, afte r each such incidcn t th ey se Wed 
into their browsing again , j us t as if t hey had had no interru pt ion. The r,,:;t of th e 
e ven ing pa ssed une ven tfully and it was soo n tim e to close up shop. Shou ting a 
che rry good- nigh t to the d river, I hopped into my car only to fInd a pa rking tickc t 
fla pping on the wind shi eld . This see med to be a fitting, alm ost ex pected co nclusion 
to y e t another "buggy " day on the boo kmobile. 

for the 26th A.P.L.A. Conference 
51. John's, Newfoundland , August 30-31 , 1965 

Pre-registration forms in APLA Bulletin, XXVIII (1965) no. 4, p. 11 

61May, 1965 



This is the second in a series of articles on the problem o f recl assificat ion 
The first appeared in the February 1965 issue of th is Bullet in; the third ' 
by Mis s Margaret Williams, Mr. Gallinger's Assistant Librarian and 
Head Cataloguer at Memorial Univers ity Library, 51. John's , Nfld ., 
will appear in the next issue. 

F. Eugene Gattinger 

RECLASSIFICATION IN 
CANADIAN ACADEMIC LIBRARIES 

Part II 

It will be recalled that in 1955 Eaton (1) re po rted on a sum­
mary of classification sy stems in United States college a nd university libraries . 
Part II of this series may be read as a complem en tary s t udy of Canad ian ac ad emi c 
libraries on e decade later; howe ver th e se ries it self is mean t to pr ovide th e se tt ing 
for a thi rd and final paper in which Head Catalogu er Margaret Willi am s of 1''le­
morial University of Newfoundland describes a reclassification p rogramme, no w in 
its third y ear. (M iss William's paper will be read a t the 26 th C onfe rence of A.P. 
L.A ., August 30-31, 1965. ) 

At a time when most academic librarians in Can ada a re concern ing them­
selves with data processing techniques, talk about reclassification sche mes of any 
kind e mploy ing 3 x 5 cards would seem to be anachronistic. It should therefore be 
recorded that we are at present programming at M.U.N. a short-t it le ca talogue on 
IBM 1620 t abulating equipment for one section of our library e ven while the main 
collection is undergoing a ten-year conversion programme from D.C. to L.c. The 
com puter programme is in the nature of a pilot s t udy on 10,000 volumes and will 
compare at many points with the Short-Tille Catalogue of the Engineering Library 
at the University of Rochester.(2) I mention this to emphasi ze that whereas 
Eaton 's survey took its r ise from an interest in Library educa t ion, th e present A.P. 
L.A. M aster Plan su rve y is predicated on the belief th at the universal adoption of 
L.C. in Canadian academic libraries will grea tly enhance ou r potential for cost­
sharing a nd for co-operation in such area s as d ata p rocessing (3), the production of 
com pu te r ized book catalogs and union se rial lists, as well as such co-ope rative pro­
ced ures as Inter-l ibrary Loan s which begin now to reach beyond Xerox and Telex 
stag es. 

In 1964 I can vas sed 60 colle ge and university lib raries in Canada on the sub­
ject of libra ry classification sch emes a nd was gree ted by a 97% response, it self an 
indication of current interest in thi s perennial problem . Before analysing the re­
sponses to questions critically , a few general obse rva tions may be of interest. 
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Whereas Eaton's survey showed that the major wave of reclassification in 
the United States occurred after World War I, a comparable flurry of activity took 
place in our own libraries immediately following World War II. The reason for 
this will be obvious to most academic librarians in Canada. Also for reasons which 
will be obvious to studen ts of th e developmen t of library classifica tion in North 
America, our own conversions have been almost uniformly from D .C. to L.c. where­
as the United States survey of 1955 showed that conversions were taking place both 
to L.C. and D.C. and these from a very wide varie ty of systems, many of which are 
names encountered only, if at all, in library schools. These syste ms included also 
a host of what were called "local schemes" . 

In Canada at present, only 31% of our academic libraries are using D .C. as 
compared with 84.6% in the United States, a percentage figure which will have 
dropped somewhat during the pa st decade. As will be seen, Canada's situation 
based on total volume s indicates that at present 50% of our books are classed by L.C. 
and that with the completion of conversion programmes now begun, this figu re will 
have risen to 68 % (see Figures 1 and 3). Extrapolation of Eaton's percentages sug­
gests that United States figures would fall short of this, even to-day. It would 
appeal' evident that both their size and their earlier development have militated 
against ease of conversion; and a recent study by A. R. Rowland (4) su ggests 
the possibility that this figure is being kept down by the junior college libraries in 
the United States, only 3.5 % of which had adopted L.C. by 1963. 

Finally, because of our relative smallness and late arrival in the field, it is 
perhaps irrelevant but nevertheless tempting to record that we in Canada have had 
no major relapses of conversion sche mes comparable to Cornell's expe rie nce (though 
notably several of our larger collections still use Cutter or D .C. ); that no Canadian 
libraries admit to having three or even four functional classification schemes in a 
single library; and that we have apparently only one professional who claims to 
have "developed my own scheme from which I will never be converted". This li­
brarian admits that the scheme has some imperfections. Accordingly, an imman­
ent Canadian solution to this vexing world problem shou ld not be anticipated. 

The questionnaire was designed to evoke brief respon ses to quite standard 
questions which would yield only quantitative deductions. Accordingly, nothing 
said here should be interpreted as a qualitative assessment of cataloguing practices 
in Canadian academic libraries. If our tribulations in this matter have taught us 
anything, surely it is that classification systems a re good or bad only in relation to 
the manner in which they serve the needs of our library patrons. Every librarian's 
dream for a major reclassification mu st necessarily be conditioned by the type and 
effectiveness of that classification scheme which history bequeathed to the present 
library. With th e excep t ion of on e large library and several small ones, most li­
brarians who have not converted to L.c. stress, often in long and unsolicited para­
graphs, that they would undertake the programme immediately if they could find 
professional staff. Only a few record that rack of funds would restrict positive 
action on a con version programme; and these librarians hasten to add that in the 
long run, their present drift will ultimately be much more costly in terms of money 
and e fficiency than a reclassification programme . Staff shortages. however, pre­
clude immediate action in several of our larger libraries. 
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I n ge neral, th e qu estionnaire soug ht to elicit responses on th e type of classi­
fication sc he me in use, whe the r thi s sche me re presented a reclassifica t ion and, if so, 
from wha t pr e vious sys te m ; respondents were ask ed to indicate whe n the convers­
ion co mme nced and whe n it was co mpleted , or expected to be comple ted . Those 
who we re not now usin g L.C . were asked whe th e r th ey wished to do so and indicate, 
on a priority basis, wha t they took to be th e im pediments to immedi ate action . 

The following graphs will require little explana t ion. Fi gure 1 illustrates th e 
di stribution of classification systems no w being used in 58 libraries, arranged by 
size of collection s. 

Figure 1 
Librar ies by size L.c. D.C. Culler Other Total 

1 million - 500,000 3 1 5 

50 0, 000 - 250,000 4 1 5 

250,000 ­ 100,000 10 1 11 

100,000 - 50,000 6 9 16 

50,000 • a 13 6 21 

Totals 36 18 3 58 

%Totals 62.09 31 .0 5 5.17 1.7 

The gra phs in Figure 2 represent the curren t situation in relation to specific 
lib raries a nd those in Figure 3 reflect the d ist r ibu t ion in relation to total book re ­
sources, ba sed on 1963 D.B.S. figur es. The projected dotted lines indicate th e ap­
proxima te s it ua t ion after a ll pr esent conversion programmes have been completed . 

R esults of the survey hav e been ana lyse d sta t ist ica lly in five separate group ­
ings. These are spec ified as G roups 1 to 5 in descending order by size of lib ra ry op ­
e ra t ion . Clearly , Groups 2, 3 a nd 5 (Figure 3) sho w signs of achieving a predom­
inately L.C. cha racte r. Mos t of th e libraries in G rq ups 2 and 3 we re commenced 
afte r 1900 and either began with L. c. or were sufficiently small to pe rm it conve rsion 
during the 1930's, or subsequen t ly , G rou p 5 is made up pred ominately of smaller 
university and colle ge libra ries which began after Wo rld Wa r II and adopte d L.C. 
as a matter of course. Ob viously size, cos t, and a vailability of s taff a re inhibiting 
factors in Group 1 wher e tw o la rge lib raries remain uncon verted, one of wh ich hopes 
to st a r t an L.C. progr amme " wit hin two years time". 

It is only in Grou p 4 that L.C. has not made appreciabl e ga ins for reasons 
whi ch the survey did not bring ou t . Commentary by many of th e lib rarians in this 
group indicates a relu cta nce to t ak e the plunge for several reasons. So me admit to 
be ing "very undecid ed" ; others a rg ue that "so little has bee n written on conversion 
programmes" (a su rvey of the lit e rature would refute this, sure ly) ; a nd others are 
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Figure 2 

Gr oup 1 (1 mill. + . 500,000 vol s) 

T oronto 

M cG ill 

U .B.C. 

U. M ont real 

La val 

G roup 2 (500,000 - 25 0 ,0 00 vo ls) 

M nnito bn 

Quee n's 

O ttawa 

Wes tern 

Albe r ta 

200 , 000 400, 

~lllo n f 

Gr oup 3 (2 50 ,000 - 100 ,000 vo ls) 

So sk, • 

D al ho usie 

\Vinosor 

M cM as ter 

Vict oria C. 

U.N . B. 

Acad ia 

U. of Vict. 

l\11. A llison 

M e morial 

Carleto n 

l CC, DC 160 , 000 250 ,000 

I... ... I Library o f Con gress 

r==J Dewey Or 'othe r' 

I···.. · I Be in g recl assified to L.c. 
[:=J Reclass. to L.c. co mp le te 

May, 1965 

G roup 4 (1 00 ,0 00 • 50 ,0 00 vols.)
 

S t. Mi cha el 's
 

Rove ! ,\-l ili t. Coil.
 

St . F r-an cis Xavier
 

U. of WAterloo 

U . de Sher beoc ke 

T rinity Co llege 

Uoited Coil. (Ma n.) 

U. of Al ta . (Ca lga ry) 

U. of Gu elph 

ColI. S, An n e Pocn t ie r- e 

MacD. Co il. St. An ne 

Sir G eo. Wi llia m. U. 

St. M a ry '. U . 

Mt. St . Vi nce nt 

Co llege M ilit nirt: 

Loyola U. 

G roup 5 (50, 000 - a vols.) 

Wa te rloo Lut h. U . 

Bishol)'s U. 

U. of King', Coil. 

Lnure nt ia n U . 

Bran do n CoIIC8C 

H uro n Coll eg e 

La kehea d Col lege 

U. of Sask . (Regina ) 

York Uni v ersi ty 

N . S. T ec h. Coli . 

S t. D un stan's U . 

S I. Pa tric k's U.
 

Co il. St. Anne (N . S .)
 

U , of M onet on 

Royal Road. Coi l. 

Anglican Theol. Coil. 

. 
. . . .. . . 

. . .. .. 

. . . . . . . .
 * 
Prince of Wal e. Coil. 

U. of S ud bury 

H un ti ngton U . .. . 
N . S. Ag r-ic . Coil. 

10 , 000 3 0 , nOO 
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Figure 3 

Group 1: 3,400,000 vols . Grou p 2: 1,800,000 vo ls. 

Group 3: 1,600,000 vo ls. Gr oup 4 : 1,016,000 vols. Group 5: 510,000 vols 

, ,, ,,----­,, , 

22% 

L.C. compl eted 

-~- - - L.c. Reclassification now underway 

Remainder ( %) of Dew ey and 'other' 
by 1975 (?) 

Cumulative tot als, a ll groups : 
approx . 8 .3. mill. 
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apparently hesitating because they wish to know in what wa y, if at all, open 01' 

closed stack arr-ange men t should influence their decision fo r th is particular size of 
library. A number of librarians in Group 4 have written to me subse q u ent ly for a 
report on the survey, apparently in the hope that the questionnaire would resolve 
their dilemma. This survey did not, of course, set out to a n a lvsc t his particular 
problem. It merely attempts to press the claim for a wider usc o f L.c. in Ca na d ia n 
academic libraries for reasons which have be en outlined. 

By way of conclusion, it might be instructive to quote or paraphrase some 
few of those comments which may throw light upon the general q ues t ion of reclassi­
fication. Many librarians were quick to point out that reclass ificat ion of a library 
does not necessarily mean that the en tire collection, or all libraries in a given un i­
versi ty complex, had to be catalogued and classified by L.c. This po in t of view 
was well summarized by one librarian who wrote: 

Our major collection will be completed to L.c. by 1970 .... It was 
never our intention to convert the whole of the old collection. For ex­
ample, our rare books are not classed but shelved by size a nd se ria l nu m ­
ber. As we go along, there are likely to be other closed collections shelve d 
this way for efficiency of storage. It may be that V.D.C. , be in g sy stema­
tic and general, would be best adapted to the future dc vc lo prnc n t of this 
university library in the matter of automatic retrieval o f b ibliog ra p h ica l 
information and automatic handling of records .. but do we have to 
convert again? 

Another comment, this time a cry from the heart: 

Having inflicted a reclassification project on one unive rs ity, I hesitate to 
start one here even in the face of reaching one million vo lumes before my 
retirement; one plunge a lifetime is p le nty! As a rough cstim a tc . I should 
think it would cost us approximately $2.00 per volume a nd where can T 
find even one more good cataloguer? Seriously, except for a shortage of 
cataloguers, I would start conversion to L.C. tomorrow ... perhaps we 
will have to await a government project to aid unemployed cataloguers­
as actually happened in the thirties. 

It is noteworthy that many librarians in Group 4, especially of the colleges' 
say that they may undertake reclassification to L. C . if for no other i-c a-.on than 
present and projected growth rates on their campus in areas o f research, teaching, 
and graduate studies. Expert opinion on the subject of L. C.'s ad van tagcs in re­
lation to size of academic library would indicate t hat these C a n a d ia n librarians 
would be commencing reclassification programmes for the r ig h t reasons, At the 
time this survey was being made, incidentally, a civil service rc vic w board was ex­
pected momentarily to recommend conversion to L. c. of all C a nse rvcol Library 
Systems (Canadian Service Colleges). 

One junior college librarian voiced the opinion of many when she said that 
their programme was so closely co-ordinated with the provincial and p u h lic library 
Dewey systems that conversion would seem to be impracticab le . ho we ve r necessary 
for other reasons. One librarian in the Group 3 ca te gory observed that they com ­
pleted their conversion without financial stresses or service d islocat io ns. In her 
opinion. also, if a ca taloguing dcpar tmen t is working efficien tly, reclassification and 
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reca ta loguing can be added to i ts rou tines without se rious ly hampering it s work 
flow. 

Another libra rian gave exact figures on a five-y ear conversion programme for 
100.000 volumes. Hi s ex pense of $37,000 .00 covered office eq uipmen t a nd supplies, 
two permane nt people (a professiona lca talogue r and a typ ist ) as well as " inn ume rable 
part-time st udents and su mme r he lp" . He be lieves that he cou ld match th ese cost 
figure s e ve n to -day in view of grea t ly im proved technolog ical processes . 

The th ird paper in this ser ies will touch upon so me of th ese processes includ ­
ing the use of X erox, a microfilm camera, e lectronic card duplicators, and a me­
chan ica l la bel ling dev ice. 

Sources Cited: 

I .	 Eaton, T., "Classification in College and Univer sity Librar ies," Collc.lJc and Rescarcti Libraries, 
XV I (1955), 168-176. 

2.	 Richm ond. Ph ylli s A., "A Sh ort-Title Catalog Made with IBM Tabulat ing Equipment." Lib rary 
Resources and T echn ical Xcroicer, VII (1963), 81-9 1. 

3.	 Buckland, L. F., "Proble ms Confronting Machine Pr ocessing of Sha red Cata log Data," rl.rrocia ­
lion oj Research Libraries , .H inulCJLX IV (1964). 13-24. 
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MUTCHMOR: The M emoirs of James Ralph Mu t ohmor 

In t his engaging and info rm a l boo k of memoirs , D r. M utchmor reflec ts on 

his boyhood, his World War I se rv ice, his acti ve interest in po lit ics , th e Ch urch' s 

minis try to the need y, the evan gel ism of D onald So pe r an d Charles Te mp le ton, 

and his pro voca t ive te rm as M od erator of t he U nited Ch urch . 

$5 50 

QUEBEC: The	 Not-So-Qulet Revolution 

Thomas Sloan 

This is one man's interpretatio n of Qu eb ec's in te rn al revolu t ion an d the fu­

ture of Co nfedera ti on. The a utho r, an ex pe rienced polit ical a na lys t, has ve ry 

defini te opi nio ns on what Queb ec wants a nd wh y . He also fee ls that the re la­

tions be t ween th e English and French in Canad a have ofte n been mis understuod . 

These an d man y other as pect s of t he revolut ion in Que bec a re exam ined in deta il. 

$3 . 50 

I WANT ONE VOLUNTEER 

Ernest G. Black 

E rnest Bl ack spent mo re t han two an d a ha lf yea rs as a gunne r a t the fr ont 

during Wor ld War I and his ex pe rien ces le ft many viv id memories . " I Wa n t 

One Volunteer" is his acco unt of wh a t life was like in F ran ce an d Belgiu m du ring 

the ye ars 1916-191 8. Alt hough t he subject is gr im, t he book is no t. Wit h em­

phas is on the lighter side of wa r , the au th or's reminiscences ar e often very funny . 

$5 . 00 
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Executive meeting , February 1965, I to r: M r. Bovlan, M iss H o me , M r. Ga tti nger, 
M iss Fulle rto n, M iss Currie , M iss Ell io tt , Fr. H allam . 

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK
 
26th A.P.L.A. Conference, August 30 - 31, 1965 

M.O.N. Library, St. John's, Nftd. , 

On Janu a ry 20th lib ra l·ia ns in the S t. John's area me t to d is­
cuss pre lim inary plans for the 26th Ann ual Conference of A.P .L.A. to be held at Me ­
morial Un iversity of Newfound land, St. Joh n 's, Aug ust 30·31, 1965 ; t hey approved 
tentative programme. 

On February 6 the mid-winter executive meeting of A.P.L.A. Officers took 
place at th e Ha lifax Memoria l Library . I n add it ion to execut ive members, t he 
following were in attendance : Molly Cameron (A.P .L. A. Scholarship) ; Shirley 
Elliott (A PL A ClzeckliJ"t, also Chairman, Nominations Committee); Fr. G . Hallam, 
S. J . (Assis t an t-Ed itor, APL/! B ulletin). 

The Executi ve approved Conference agenda, ten tat ive ly as follows: 
Sun . Aug. 29, 1.30 p.m. Tour (s) 

7.00" Registra t ion 
7.30 " Open ing of Newfound land iana D isp lay 
8.30 " F ilm : "A nd Something More" (Knapp school li­

br ar ies project) 
9.00 " Recep tion . 

M on . Aug. 30, 8.30 a .rn. Regis tr a tion co n ti n ues 
9. iS " Officia l welcome (s) 
9.30 " F irst Ge neral Session-business 

11.00 " T heme Spea ke r : Dr. A. C. Hunter, Dean Emer itus, 
"The Development of Libraries in Newfound land " 

12.30 p .rn. Luncheo n followed by discussion of D r. H unter's 
paper (Chairma n : R . M . Donova n) 

2.30 " Fr. G. Hallam, S.]., "Library Build ings" 
4.00 " Ri az H ussa in: "The Photocopying Complex" 
6.00 " Recept ion 
7.00 " Dinner 
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Tu es. Aug. 31, 9.00 a .m. Second Gene ral Meeting, including reports of P ro­
vincial Vice-Presiden ts 

10.30 " Margaret Williams: " M .U.N 's Recl assi fication P ro­
ject" 

12.30 p .m. Luncheon 
2.30 " Third Ge neral Meeting, concludes provincial reports, 

reso lu tions, e tc . New execu tive . 
4.00 " Tours, sight-seeing, shoppin g, e tc. 
8.00 " Join t-executive meeting (if possible ) 

Gen eral decisions of A.P.L.A. E xecu t ive's mid-winte r meeting: 

1. Notwithstand ing Gosling Me morial Library 's offer of a lte rna t ive pro­
grammes for public, reg iona l, spe cia l lib rari an s. it was agreed that most A.P .L.A. 
mem bership would wish to hear "Master Pl an" papers on univer sity and college 
libra ries, thi s being th e general Confer ence theme . 

2. The selection of the " Mas ter Pl an " Cha irma n an d Com mit tee wou ld be 
defer red until the 26th Con ference in August . 

3. Shirley E lliott's decision to resign as Editor of A PLA Checklt'.rf after pub­
lishing cu rrent issue was re luctan t ly accep ted; p lans a re now p rojected to ha ve 
bibliograp hica l en t ries reporte d on s tanda rd pro forma ca rds and sen t to a cen tra l 
office where bibliographer- secretary would p repa re "c opy" Io r A.P.E.C . publisher; 
A.P. L. A. Execu tive now see king sma ll subsidy (honora rium) for this purpose 
(A.D. B. ?) 

4 . Past-Pres iden t Kathleen Currie agreed to se rve on a Com mittee which 
would study a nd repo rt to 26th Con fer enc e on IVl r. lIu ber t But ton 's motion co n­
cerning tr ust ee membe rshi p on A.P .L.A . Ex ecuti ve. 

5. Ex ecu tive approved forma lly an earlier decision to defer granting of 
A.P.L.A. Schola rship for one ye a r; donations to th e Fund would , however, be solicit­
ed by Cha irman of Schola rsh ip Committee, M olly Cam eron. 

6. Assistan t-Ed itor of APLA B ll flelt'n, Fr. G. Hallam , S,J. , gave a progress 
report on pla ns for th e comp lete re-vam pin g of the qua rte rly as ou tlined a t 25th 
Conferen ce [XX VIII (1965 ) no. 4, pp . 3, 6, 8 .] 

7. Shirley E lliot t ac knowledged her appoin t ment as Chairman of the Nom­
in atin g Committee for th e 1965-66 E xecu t ive. Miss Elli ott ha s subseque n tly re­
leased th e following sla te : 

President : D ouglas Boyl an . Confedera t ion Centre Li b rary , P. E . 1. 
Vice-President, Nova Scotia and P resident-Elect: Mrs. Dorothy Coo ke 
Vice-Preside n t, Ne wfoundla nd : Mi ss Pa tr icia Rahal 
Vice-President, Prince E dw ard Island: Mr. Wm . Led well 
Vice-President, Ne w B run s'wick: to be announced 
Past -President : F. E ugene Ga ttinger 
Additional nominations possible from the Conference floor. 

Conference Registration: Please forward advance registration form 
immediately [see XXVIII (1965 ) no. 4, p. III if you have not already done so . 
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Architect's sketch of the new 
branch of the HaliFax Me­
morial Library 

SEASCOPES 
Miss Phyllis Westbury, 
James McConnell Memorial Library, 
Sydney, N. S. 

NOVA SCOTIA 

The Halifax (City) Regional library Board has released plans for a North End 

Branch library to commemorate those who lost their lives in the Halifax Explosion of 

1917. The half-million dollar structure will hold 60,000 volumes and contain facilities 

for a children's section (including a special penthouse story room), bookmobile service, 

a conference room and a large multi-purpose area. In these new quarters it is hoped to 

develop the library 's adult education programme. 

Miss Frances Geitzler, the 1964-65 A.P.L.A. Scholarship winner, will join the 

Reference Division of Halifax Memorial Library this autumn. 

Congratulations to Mr. John P. Wilkinson, Dalhousie University librarian, who 

has been named Professor of library Science of the Library School, University of Toronto, 

where he will be responsible for courses in Academic Librarianship, Methods of Research 

in Librarianship and Library Administration. Since coming to Dalhousie in 1960, Mr. 

Wilkinson has been an active participant in A.P.L.A. programmes. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

If present plans materialize more new libraries will be built in Newfoundland this 

year than at any time in its history. As Centennial projects, new libraries and extensions 
will be erected in Corner Brook, Carbonear and SI. Anthony. In Stephenville Crossing, 

Gaultois, Change Islands, Hermitage, Bishop's Falls and Fox Harbour, P.B., and the twin 

towns of Badger's Ouay-Valleyfield where there has been no library service, new li­
braries are being planned. In these towns the libraries will be housed with other com­

munity services, as will new libraries in Stephenville , Gander, Baie Verte, and SI. George's. 

The author, Farley Mowat, since coming to live in Burgeo, has taken a keen interest 

in the library there. He was recently appointed a member of the Burgeo library Board. 

The SI. John's Bra'nch of the Canadian Federation of University Women recently 

gave a donation to the Public Library for the purchase of books for the Boys' and Girls' 

Division, the second time within a year that this organization has made a much appreciated 

monetary gift to the Library. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK 

James F. MacEacheron l Director of New Brunswick Centra I Library Services, notes 
that interests in the subject of library resources and buildings in his prov ince have been 
quickened with the advent of several Centennial projects. Chief among these will be the 
provision of the Restigouche Regional Library with libraries to be built in Campbellton 
and Dalhousie. A new bookmobile service would provide library resources for fringe 
areas of the regional system. This would bring to three the number of regi onal lib raries 
in New Brunswick, the other be ing Albert -Westmorld~d-Kent and the Yo rk Regio nal 
Library . There is great interest in a Saint John Reg ional Library system, and it is clear 
that Saint John, Lancaster, and environs may achieve a joint arrangement for their region 
in the immediate future. 

The Saint John Free Public Library is seeking a budget o f $118 ,000.00 of which 
$8,334.00 will go into the University of New Brunswick Fund in conn ect ion with the pro­
jected university for that city . Circulation figures for the Public Library averaged 5.5 
books per capita (1961 census) with circulation up by 34 ,000 units. It is clea r that Chief 
Librarian Helen Cummings is holding her own aga inst television and other modern d is­
tractions. Con gratulations! 

The Town Council of Bathurst has approved desi gn p lans for a $ 10 7,000 library to 
be built in Coronation Park . A "Buy a Bond" Drive has commenced and this is to be 
followed with "Buy a Brick" and "Buy a Book " drives all of which are known locally as 
"the B.A.B. effort". The library project has been init iated und er the Co mmittee Cha ir­
manship of Mr. Reginald Miller. 

W H O ELSE W A N l S 

"HARD-la-FIND" BOOKS 

FOUND CHEAPLY? 

Send your b ook want s to Our fre e b oo k­

find se rvice . Jo in the hap py band o f 

lib raries who have di sco vered o ur ast on ­

ishing ly succes sful re sults, co urte o us 

promptness, ind efatig ab ility . . and 

bud get -appreciative p rice s. 

M artin Gross 

Bookseller & Publishe r 

O ne Beekman Street, 

New York, N. Y. 100 38 

Suite 603 
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Cataloguing Problems? 

Our cataloguing and processing service is 
comparatively new but its success is already 
assured judging by the number of librarians 
who are flocking to use it. This is hardly 
surprising in view of the remarkably low 
price at which the service is being offered. 
What librarian can catalogue a book, 

provide the revelant number of catalogue 
cards with headings, type pockets and 
charge cards, put a call number on the 
spine, and wrap around a plastic jacket, for 
as little as 75c? And, believe it or not, 
the price is good for any book ordered from 
us, no matter who publishes it. Shouldn't 
YOU be joining the trend to Co-operative 

cataloguing? 

CO-OPERATIVE BOOK CENTRE OF CANADA LIMITED 

125A Bermondsey Road , Toronto 16, Ontario 
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SEAMAN CROSS LTD.
 

is completely equipped to design and furnish your library. 
Custom designed furniture. Expert space planner, interior de­
signer at your service. Most functional and latest designs 
in library equipment available. Photographic and duplicating 
machines and services. Catalogues available on request. 



BOOKSTACKS AND STACK
 
Ea UIPMEN T (Sneld lIbrlfY Syltem) 

BY 

LUXFER LIMITED
 
London, Engl., N.W. 10 

For catalogs, inFormation, reFerences and planning data contact: 

L. E. Helbig, General Representative 

833 WestField Road, Scotch Plains, N.J., U.S.A. 

LIBRARY SHELVINGS ,*MONTELInd STEEL CABINETS 

INC.
MAIN OFFICE SALES OFFICE IN THE MARITIMES 
235 Dorchester Blvd. E., 170 - 180 Dorchester E., Halifax 
Rm. 310, Montreal, Que. Montreal, Que . Call 423-9139 


