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Two leading authorities praise 

Merit Students
 

Encyclopedia
 

"The Merit Students Encyclopedia is a completely new set which, because of its style and breadth 
of coverage, will be useful to students from the fi fth grade through high school. The well-illustrated 
set presents an attractive appearance essential in materials to be used by the young, and often re­
luctant, reader. The up-to-date material, reflecting the changing interests and concern, of young people, 
makes this work a valuable addition to the reference collection of school and public libraries ... " 

The	 Bookl ist and Subscription Books Bulletin, July 15, 1969 

" ... Superbly compiled all around subject coverage, with exceptionally good coverage of countries 
and states. Exceptionally useful material on Canada and Canadian subjects. Excellent scientific and 
technical entries, fine arts, and literature . 

. . . Authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive and well organized, the Merit Students Encyclopedia is a 
very welcome addition to the range of reference works for children and young people. The vocab­
ulary is sophisticated, precise and scholarly, yet never difficult for students attending the upper 
elementary grades and high school. Brilliantly arran ged for maximum usefulness, with text, illustrations, 
maps and other aids cleverly integrated. " 

General Encyclopedias in Print 1968, R. R. Bowker. 

Price to schools ancl lihraries 20 volumes only $159.00 net, including all handling and shipping charges. 

To:	 COLLIER-MACMILLAN CANADA, LTD., 
1125b Leslie Street, Don Mills, Ontario 

In response to your advertisement on MERIT STUDENTS ENCYCLOPEDIA please send 

o	 set (sets) of MERIT STU­
DENTS ENCYCLOPEDIA, 
20 volumes $159.00 net, in­
cluding all handling and 
shipping charges. 

o	 a set on 30 day approval. 

o	 information on special prices 
for 5 or more sets. 

o	 I am interested in s("eing the 
MERIT STUDEl\TS EN­
CYCLOPEDIA, please have 
your representative contact 
me. 

Name	 Position 

School/Library 

Address 
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•	 5,000,000 books in 4 regional ware­
houses. 

•	 120,000 titles (soon to be 200,000). 

•	 Fastest, most complete first ship­
ment service. 

•	 University Press books-largest in­
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•	 Cataloging and processing, only 60¢ 
additional per book - Over 50,000 
titles for grades K-12. 
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secondary school titles available on 
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New Books Preview Bulletin, a new pub­
lication , br ings librarians professionally pre­
pared previews of outstanding new adult 
and children's books, and the opportunity 
to order them at least a month before pub­
lication. 

BArnB (Baker & Iaylor's,6utomated guy­
ing) is a newly-developed computer ized 
book ordering system for libraries, enabling 
librarians to automate any or all of a library's 
book ordering operations. 

Baker & Taylor's University & College 
Library New-Book Service. A comprehen­
sive, computer-based standing order se rvice 
expressly de signed to meet the new book 
needs of academic libraries. 

THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. Oldest and Largest Book Wholesaler in the U. S. 
Eastern Divis ion Midwest & Southern Div. Western Division Interstate Library Serv ice Co.
 
Somerv i lle , N.J. 08876 Momen ce , III. 60954 Reno, Nev . 895 02 (A subsidiary )
 
50 Kirby Avenu e 380 Edison Way Oklahoma City, Okla. 73118
 

4600 North Coope r 

NEW BOOKS INSPECTION CENTERS: 
Los Ange les, Cal if. 90036 , 58 20 Wil shire Blvd . 
Houston , Tex. 7701 9, 1701 West Gray Stre et 
Boston , Mass. (vici ni ty) , 372 Main Street , Wat ertown, Mass. 02172 
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CHILDHOOD IN POETRY THE FORTY-YEAR
 

HISTORY OF A COLLECTION 1929 1969
 

John Mackay Shaw 

This paper was originally present ed at the 
American History Round Table held in 
Atlantic City, June 23, 1969 . 

The title of thi s paper set s the age of 
FSU's Childhood in Poetry co llec tion at 
fort y yea rs, Its age could have been set at 
three ce nturies - 1633 bein g the date of 
its ea rlies t book, the "D ivine Poe ms" of 
Francis Quarles. Or sixty yea rs mig ht be 
closer to its tru e age, if we say it began 
on the day in 1911 when the budding 
collec tor took his lunch-hour walk east 
on Mark et Street in Philadelphia and turn­
ed into Ninth stree t fo r his first glimpse of 
the book-loving browser who id entified 
L eary's Book Shop to the passerby, and 
wh o is now spending a well- earned retire­
ment in Detroit on the premises of my 
favorite publisher. It was at Leary 's five­
ce n t sidewalk shelves that I made m y 
firs t book purchases, gradua ting to the ten­
cent shelves when I got my first ra ise from 
$2,,50 to $3.00 a week. I wa s earn ing $5,00 
a week before I felt affluent enough to 
ente r the shop itself , and $10.00 a week 
before I could a fford the substantial in­
vestm ent that brou ght me the 1824 edi tion 
of Bums "Poems" with the presentation 
inscription of Lady Dalrymple H amilton. 

Yet neither 16.33 nor 1911 seems quite so 
significant to the collection as 1929. That 
was the yea r in whi ch I sang my first 
lull ab y to my younges t child, and began 
reading the nursery rhymes to my eldes t. 
Th ese were th e events that really tri ggered 
th e collection , 

The Three Loves - Books, Poetry, 
Children 

Aside from the lovely lady who has borne 

with my coll ecting foibles and extrava­
ga nces from the beginning, ther e have been 
three grea t loves in my life - books, poetry, 
and child re n. These three loves unite in the 
collec tion, for its purpose ha s been to bring 
together, if possible in first ed ition state, 
tho se books in whi ch have been printed 
the poems that have over the yea rs been 
read to and by chi ld ren. 

Reading to the Children 

In order to read to children , one must 
first have a book. And for thi s purpose I 
acquired reading copies of the books of 
the standa rd chi ld ren's poet s, notably 
Stevenson, Field, Riley, Milne, and de la 
Ma re, and Laura E. Richards. All but the 
last of these we ll-thumbed copies have 
gone into whatever limbo th e Goodwill 
Industries con sign ed them to , to be re­
plac ed in th e ensuing years by first and 
specia l illu strat ed edi tions of the same 
work s, in as mint condition as practical. 
As the children grew older , I ca me to 
understand relu ctantly that the school 
curri culum to whi ch the)' wer e exposed 
was not like th e one I knew as a child for 
poetry wa s not a part of it. I tried to fill 
thi s ga p b)' reading to them, and encourag­
ing them to read for themselves Golds­
mith's "Deserted Village," Longfellow's 
"Evangeline," Gray's "Elegy," Tennyson's 
"T he Brook," and other like poem s, all of 
whi ch had been part of my poeti c upbring­
ing. 

Writing for the Children 

Even before kindergarten, it occurred to 
111 )' four-year-old dau ghter that, instead of 
read ing poems whi ch she knew to be the 
common property of a ll childhood, I should 
be reading poems of her very own. The 
adventur es of Christopher Robin and the 
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terrors of Little Orphan Annie were all 
very well in their way, but more import­
an t to her were the doings and sayings of 
Cathie Shaw. The presence in the home of 
a clattering typewriter made it seem logical 
to her that po ems for the children could be 
written just as easily as what her mother re­
ferred to as "stuff for the office." She wa s, 
of course, quite right, and the office should 
not have been impinging on her time. But I 
did not then think so and, evading the issue 
I told her that only she could provide the 
themes for su ch poems. This presented no 
challenge at a ll, either for her or her little 
brother. I thus became the amanuensis of 
the children, writing hundreds of poems 
about the things they did and said and 
saw, with here and there a line or two of 
parental progaganda. For some five years 
thi s very fruitful and enjoyab le means of 
communication continued, ending as 
abru p tly as it began wh en, as though by 
common consent, the children decided 
they were too old for such infantile be­
haviour. This was my first expe rience with 
wh at is now known as the generation gap. 

Genesis of the Collection 

At this point I began to wonder to what 
ext ent the real poets had enjoyed a similar 
relationship with their children. It took 
very little research to reveal that most of 
them had. It was clear also that those poets 
who had no child ren of their own had 
found it necessary to borrow the children of 
th eir more prosaic acquaintances. Indeed 
som e of the be st of the children 's poet s 
were unmarried , among them Edward 
Lear , Lewis Carroll and Christina Rossetti . 
Lear wrote his nonsense limericks for 
the children of the Earl of D erby, and 
Carroll did th e Alice parodies for the 
daughters of on e of his Oxford colleagues. 
As for Rossett i, she wrote for th e world's 
children. 

To my astonishment, however , when I 
searched the Library of Congress and the 
New York Public Librarv to find what had 
been written about this' very natural and 
universal experien ce of the poets , nothing 
very comp rehensive came to light, nor have 

found very much since that time. The 

defection of the children had left a void 
in my life. Why not , thought I , fill that 
void by acq uiring the books of the poets 
and excerp ting what they had said for and 
about childhood? 

The Search for Poem Sources 

My first step wa s to make a list of the 
child po ems that ar e so widely known that 
a compiler has difficulty omitting them 
from his anthology. H eading the lists were 
William Allingham's "T he fairi es," Hobert 
Browning's "T he pied piper of Hamelin ," 
and Ma ry Howitt's "The spider and th e 
fly." Tracing each to its source was an 
adventure much more exciting to me than 
catching a hapless trout or shooting an 
innocent rabbit. 

The Allingham poem , with its familiar 
lines, "Up the airy mountain, down the 
rushy glen ," was clearly etched in my mem­
ory as it had appeared with neat pen-and­
ink drawin gs in my fir st-grade reader. 
The poem was first published according 
to on e of the deal er ca talogues, in "TIle 
music-master ," London 1855, a book sought 
by collectors as the fir st to be illustrated 
by the pre-Raphaelites. Before long I had 
found two copies, in variant bindings. 
However, in Allin gham's diary, published 
by his daughter in 1907 , I read that an 
earlier ver sion had ap pea red in his 1850 
"Poems." Th e great Tennyson had spoken 
kindly of thi s book by the young unknown 
Irish po et , but at the sa me time he had 
made som e technical suggestions. Alling­
ham imm ediat ely discarded many of the 
poems, and revised others , among them 
"The fairi es." The 1850 book was forgotten, 
and is con sequently harder to come by than 
the 1855 "Music-master." Nevertheless a 
copy did COme to hand some yea rs lat er. 
All of Allin gh am 's books are now i.n the 
collection, including his own copy of 
"Blackberries," 1884, with numerous pencil 
changes made by him in preparation for 
the 1890 ed ition. E. Gertrud e Thomson 's 
illustrated ed ition of "Th e fairi es" is her e. 
but I'm still looking for that first read er of 
my childhood. 

Browning wrote the "Pied piper" for the 
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young son of W illiam Macready, the actor, 
and it migh t never have been published 
excep t that Moxon need ed a few pages to 
fill out the skimpy issue of "Drama tic 
ly rics," whi ch he published in 1842. I 
ha ve never see n a copy of this book, and 
have had to be sa tisfied, so far , with the 
separa te ed itions of the "Pied piper" illus­
tra ted success ively by Kate Greenaway, 
Jan e E. Cook, Harry Quilter , T. Butler­
Ston ey, Hop e Dunlop, Arthur Rackh am , 
and Haro ld Jones. 

Th e omnipresent fly first walked into 
the spider's parlor in Mary Howitt's 
"Sketch es of natural history," pub lished 
simultaneously in London and Phi lad elphia 
in 1834. Both of these carne in du e course 
to the collection. T his oft -p rinted poem has 
not inspired the artists as has the "Pied 
p ipe r," perhaps because insects are a lit tle 
more difficul t to do than rat s and ermine ­
gowned mayors. Arthur Rackham wanted 
to do it , but his p lans were interrupted by 
his death, under circumstan ces tha t came 
to my noti ce in an int erestin g wa y. Wh en 
Rac kha m's book s were offered for sale by 
th e London dealer Hollings, I purchased a 
copy of "T he sp ide r and the fly" whi ch 
was one of two hund red printed as a 1939 
New Year greetin g by George Macy of 
Limited Editions Club fam e. Th e cop y 
conta ined some mysterious pencil markings 
appa rently indicating page numbers. Wh en 
I wrote Macy abou t thi s, he kind ly sent me 
a letter he had received from Rackh arn 
discussing the p lates for "T he wind in the 
willows" and expressing his intension to 
make "a very enterta ining grotesque insect 
book ou t of your deli ghtful Christm as gift. 
It has never been don e." "Since you ha ve 
the volum e, "Macy wrote to me, "I think it 
would be most apposite if you were to 
place in it the holograph letter from Rack­
ham in wh ich I dar e say he mad e his only 
reference to the pictu res." Rackham's lett er 
is dated April 1939. He died in September. 

The Sources of the Books 

In sea rch of the poet s of child hood and 
their books , I began to haunt the second­
hand book -shops and to learn the mysteri es 
of the a uction room - no place for the 

amateur, bu t a good pla ce for the am ateur 
to know some thing about. Dea ler 's ca ta­
logues began to com e my way, and were 
soon, as they still remain, my favorit e 
reading. Th e poet s a lrea dy named were 
those wh ose books I first acq uired , first 
ed itions of Rob ert Louis Stevenson's "T he 
chi ld's garden of verses," 1885; Eugene 
Field 's "Lo ve-songs of child hood." 1893; A. 
A. Milne's "When we were very young," 
1924; Jam es Whitcomb Riley's "T he book 
of joyous child ren," 1902 (J ean Hersholt's 
perfect copy of "The ole swimmin ' hole" 
cam e later ) ; and 'Walter Ram al's (de 1£1 
Mare ) "Songs of childhood," 1902. 

Despi te th e favo rab le book ma rket of 
the thirties, purcha ses like these stretched 
l11y book budget, and the growth of the 
collection cou ld be described as slow and 
steady rather than rap id. Nevertheless I 
pursued my quarry with enough zea l to 
attract a number of dealers. Among those 
I rem ember best and with especia l fondness 
arc Gabriel En gel, Sam Dauber and Barnet 
Rud er. I found these and others of their ilk 
to be both int erested in wh at I was trying to 
do and helpful to me in the doing of it, 
with no mor e than a rea sonabl e eye to prof­
it, and somet imes going beyond the call of 
personal ga in. Old Sam saw me one aft er ­
noon on the boo k-laden landing that sepa ­
rat ed him from th e dom ain of his partner 
Pyne. I was lovingly fingering a cop y of 
Fa ther Tabb's beaut iful book of "C hild 
verse," published in 1899, which was priced 
a bit beyond my expecta tion. Thereupon 
Sam spent a good hour pouring out biblio­
graphic lore about Fa ther Tabb and the 
other Ca tholic poets . Of course, I could 
not let suc h an education go unpaid, and 
when I lef t the shop the copy of "Child 
verse" went wi th me, the firs t of many 
purchases in Dauber & Payne's bas ement. 
To the non -bookrnan it may seem strange 
that a Jewi sh dealer should instruct a 
Scotch Presb yterian collector on the poetry 
of Catholicism, but the tru th is tha t no­
wh ere is ccumenicalisrn so far ad vanced as 
in the world of books. 

Children's Poet ic Fare Prior to 1800 

Before the mid- eighteenth ce n tu ry it 
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seems not to have occurred to anyone to 
write po etry for children. Their poetic 
fare consiste d of the emblem s of Wither 
and Quarles, various metrica l versions of 
th e Psa lms, th e versified fables of Aesop, 
a nd sna tches of a ncient ball ads a nd musical 
pl ays th at ha ve come down to us as nursery 
rh ym es. Bunyan had broken th e ice in 1686 
with his "A book fo r boys and g irls ; or 
Country rhymes for chi ldren. " But it re­
mained for Is aac Watts a ge nera tio n later 
to sta rt th e a valanche th at roll ed stea d ily 
through th e la te e igh teen th ce ntu ry, and 
crashe d with fu ll force into th e nin e teenth. 
W ilbur Macey Stone, who devoted many 
years to the co llection of W atts' "Divine 
and moral songs," identified more than a 
thousand editions. "Childhood withou t th e 
busy bee and the sluggard," wrote de la 
Mare, "wou ld resemble a hymn book with­
out "0 God our help in ages past ." By far 
th e greatest influence on the po ets of the 
Victorian age were the Psa lms and moral 
verses of Watts a nd his imitators, for th ese 
confronted th em on all sides in both home 
and sc hoo l wh en th ey wer e childre n. 

This ea rly period in th e history of poetry 
for child re n is chiefly represented in the 
collection, besides th e Quarles book already 
mentioned, by George W ither 's "A colle ction 
of e rnb lernes, a ncie nt a nd modem," 1735 ; 
C ha rles W esley's "Hym ns and sacred 
po em s," second edition 17.55; Watts' "The 
Psalms of David," 1719 ; Nath ani el Cotton's 
" Visions in verse for younge r minds," 1751; 
and the all-but-forgotten "J uvenilia," by 
John Marchant, also 1751. Several e ighteen­
th century editions of W atts ' "Divine and 
mora l songs," are of co urse present a lso. 

Childhood the Universal Theme of the 
Poets 

As the years went by, th e search inevit­
ably brought into the coll ection first or 
ear ly editions of Burns, Wordsworth, Col e­
ridge, T ennyson and th e Brownings in 
Britain, and those of Longfellow, Bryant, 
Whittier , Holmes and Poe in Am erica. In­
deed a ll the major Victorian poet s are here, 
a nd man y of th e minor on es. To a grea te r 
or lesser degree, Virtuall y a ll of th em dealt 
with the th em e of ch ildhood , or wrote 

po em s th at child ren took for th eir very 
own , though written for th eir pare nts. 

The sombe r classic , "W e are se ve n; Or 
The little ma id and th e ge n tlema n," fir st 
app ea red in Wordworth's 1898 "Lyrica l 
ball ads." While we have so far had to 
se ttle for a facsimile of thi s nne work, we 
do have the 1800 ed ition, even more note­
worthy becau se it a lso has the preface 
which came to be th e mainfesto of the 
Rom antic movem ent. Coleridge is repre­
se nted her e by th e Bri stol 1896 "Poems on 
various sub jec ts, a nd Charles Lamb by th e 
1809 "Poe try for ch ild re n" of whi ch he had 
so much trouble finding a copy twenty 
years la ter. The T aylors of Ongar are her e 
in grea t profu sion , as we ll as th eir counter­
parts Mary E lliott and E lizabeth T urner. 
First ed itions of William Roscoe 's "Butter­
fly's ball" and it s numerous successors a re 
here also . 

On e rather expects the child to be domin­
an t in th e poem s of Wordsworth and de la 
Mare, but it comes as a su rp rise to some of 
our visitors from th e Engli sh depar tm ent to 
find a comple te co llect io n of Swinburne, 
Yet Swinburne wanted to be rem embered 
as a po et of childhood, and his ch ild poem s 
now fill a handsom e volume , "The sp ring ­
tide of life," pu bli sh ed in 1918 , nin e yea rs 
a fte r his death. And it tak es nine pages of 
our ca ta log ue to list th e po et ic a llus ions to 
ch ild hood in th e plays of Shakesp eare. Not 
being blessed with a first folio , we had to 
make do with "The Na tional Shakespeare" 
facsimile, published in three ponderous 
volumes in 1890 . "W ha t,' asked on e of 
FSU's English professors, "Is Matthew 
Arnold doing in a co llec t ion of kid lit." The 
rejoind er to this sa lly was to op en th e first 
ed ition of "The st ra yed rev eller, " 1849 , to 
p age 101, on which begins "The forsak en 
merm an," beloved reliance of those who 
compile anthologies of children 's poetry. 

Children's Periodicals 

The sea rch for favorite ch ild poem s, a nd 
th e effo rt to restore forgotten on es of eq ua I 
merit, led al so to th e numerous children 's 
periodical s th at had th eir heyd ay between 
1870 a nd 1920. They were published in 
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weekly or monthly numbers, and enough of 
these were printed so that they could be 
bound up and sold as annuals for the 
Christmas trade. England had "Aunt Judy's 
annual," "The boy's own paper," and 
"Little folks. " America had "The youth's 
companion," "'Vide awake," "Our young 
folks ," "Harper 's young people," and "St. 
Nicholas." "Chatterbox" appeared in slight­
ly variant form on both sides of the Atlantic. 
These were successful publishing ventures, 
and attracted some of the best writers of 
the time. Palmer Cox's "Brownies," Kip­
ling's "Jungl e books ," and the poems of 
Laura E. Richards, Carolyn Well s, Oliver 
Herford and many others came to St. 
Nicholas through the editorial acumen of 
Mary Mapes Dodge, her self the author of 
"H ans Brinker and th e silver skates" and 
no mean poet in her own right. Her "St. 
Nicholas League" published the first halt­
ing strains of Edna St. Vincent Millay , the 
Benets, Bab ette Deutsch , Robert Hillyer 
and others who were encouraged to put 
forth the kind of perservering effort that 
characterizes the work of all the fin e poets. 
All of those nam ed continued on to publish 
their own book s of poetry, who se contents 
made them "mu sts" for the collection. 

None of the children's periodicals are 
easy to acquire. To get a complete or near­
complete run of any of them calls for 
patient watchfullness, and a sudden pounce 
when they com e on th e market, seldom 
more than three or four at a time. The 
"Youth's companion" is particularly elusive, 
partly because it was published in news­
paper size inconvenient for rebinding and 
shelving, and partly because, unlike most 
of the others, it was not issued as an annual. 
Yet it had the longest run of all, continuing 
without a break for a hundred years bcgin­
ning in 1827. 

The Gift Annuals 

The literary world of Brit ain and Ameri­
ca, between 1825 and 1860, was spread­
eagled by the gift annuals, handsomely 
bound volumes embellished with elaborate 
engravings, with contributions in prose and 
vers e from the best writers. It wa s the 
"in-thing" in the 1840's to have one of these 

on the drawing room table. The collection 
has some six hundred of these, for the most 
part yet to be catalogued. 

The Modern Poets of Childhood 
These periodicals and gift annuals belong 

to a by-gone day, but the publishers have 
not entire ly overlooked the market for 
child ren's verse. Some of the mod em prac­
titioners of the art measure up very well 
with the St. Nicholas poets. At the risk of 
omitting some other very good one s, I would 
name Lois Lenski, Elizabeth Coatsworth, 
Phyllis McGinley, Dr . Seuss, and Aileen 
Fisher. Even John Ciardi steps down from 
his exalted pedestal on the Saturday Re­
view long enoug h to da sh off an occasional 
book of poems for the children. Difficult as 
it is to keep abreast of the flood of beauti­
fully-illustrated mod em-day books for 
children the collection makes an a ttempt 
to do so. 

It is more than thirty years since Ted 
Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss, issued 
tile littl e masterpiece entitled "To think 
that I saw it on Mulberry Street." This was 
u charming volume, its brief text so true to 
boy life, and so dearly was it loved by my 
boy and his little friends, that I sang its 
praises volubly. A mutual friend invited me 
to sing them to the author, who was then 
a little-known copywriter with a New York 
advertising agency, famous only as the 
orginator of the "Quick Henry, the Flit" 
series of exte rmina tor ads . He had a pro­
blem. His ed itor wanted him to do his next 
book in pro se, on the theory that th ere was 
no market for verse . I insisted that a thous­
and writers could do acceptable prose, but 
only Doctor Seus s could produce fantasy in 
th e unique combination of drawing and 
do ggerel that was "Mulberry street." I set 
before him examples of Hood, Th ackery, 
Gilbert, Lear, Carroll, and others who had 
the same unusual combination of talents 
and each a master of comic verse and pic­
ture . The editor, of course, won the battle. 
But not the war , for aft er several ventures 
into prose, Geisel in 1940 wrote me : 
"You have sun g the gosp el of light verse, 
hilarity, utter abandon. You are the only 
person I know who has sung such. But you 
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have sun g effec tively. I have put aside the 
prose notes of wha t was to have bee n my 
next book , and am now making quick notes 
an d jottings on the back of menus, old 
envelopes, hat checks, and sarspari lla bottle 
tops. It may not se ll. But it's going to be 
fun. You are r ight. It has to be done." A 
score of books follow ed, all in the Seussian 
verse and picture style to whi ch the world 
has grown acc us tomed and wh ich the 
you ng worl d loves. Of all the authors in 
the collec tion, Doc tor Seuss is th e one 
the children ask for most. No t a ll tile chil­
drens ' librari ans and critics share their 
enthusiasm, but I am incl ined to accept 
the verdict of the child ren. 

Another child poet whom I met before 
fame caught up with her is Phyllis McGin­
ley. She had bee n writing delightful and 
rather sophistica ted light verse in the "New 
Yorker," an d I ven ture d the opinion that 
she would be wri ting for child ren as soon 
as her new bab y was old enough to listen. 
Thi s gre atl y amused the sophistica ted 
young poet of the "New Yorker." But a 
few years later she wrote on the fly-leaf 
of her first book of child verse: "For John 
Shaw , who said I ou ght to write for child ­
ren, this book is inscribed. I hop e it will 
fit not too far down in his collec tion." Still 
later she rever ted to pros e, and wh en I 
de murre d she responded in typi cal McGin­
ley fashion : "Dear John, no pro mises I 
make,! No vows, kind sir, I utter/For verse 
is a fine and frosted cake,! But prose is 
brea d and bu tter ." If you want to test tile 
skill of your Acq uisitions Department, ask 
them to find for you a copy of her first 
boo k, "On the contrary," published by 
Doubleday in 1934. I t is one of tile few 
boo ks in the co llection that you may not 
have on inter-library loan. 

The opportunity thus to meet and know, 
even perhap s to influence slightly, these 
people who have the touch of genius, is one 
of the very sa tisfac tory by-products of 
book-collec ting. 

Completeness or Comprehensiveness 

I hope I have sa id enough to indi cate the 
wid e scope of the collection. Th e shee r 

magnitude of the field d isturbed me at first, 
becau se in all the memoi rs of the grea t 
collectors I had read that thei r collec ting 
tended to narrow to one period or to one 
author, and ind eed I was awa re that the 
most useful special collec tions have been 
those that concentrate rath er than scatter. 
But onc e embarked on my planned course, 
I was, like Macbeth, "stepped in so far that 
should I wad e no more, returning we re as 
tedi ous as go o'e r." 

I grad ua lly became reconciled to the fact 
that com pleteness in so vast a field could 
not be hop ed for, but that a reasonable 
degree of comprehensiveness should be 
possible. As eac h book came to my shelves, 
I mad e a ca reful record of it, identifying 
the references to childhood . By the mid­
fifti es, the shelves in my New York apa rt­
ment were toppl ing und er the weig ht of 
some six thousa nd volumes, and I had four 
thousan d pages of typewritt en notes des­
cribing them. 

Meantime I was beginning to see in the 
collection a resource that might give me a 
full-time activity for the retirement yea rs 
that loomed just ahead. At this point my 
fellow-Grolierite, Fred Melcher , visited the 
collec tion and, afte r bro wsing for an hour, 
asked what I intended doing with it. I 
repl ied that I thou ght the patron sa int of 
the children's au thors and lib rari ans was 
in better position than I to advise on that 
question. Wh er eupon he ur ged me not to 
break it up , for wh ereas many of the books 
or their eq uiva lent would be fou nd in any 
we ll-stocked college library, now here had 
they been ga thered into one compact group, 
and welded togt hcr by not es that stressed 
the sign ificance of their contents to the 
world of childhood. This testimony was 
verified by one of the professors of English 
at New York University who saw in the 
collect ion "a hundred doctoral disserta­
tion s." 

The Gift to FSU 
Th ese and similar comments stre ngth ­

ened my resolve to give the collec tion to a 
college library. But which one? I had no 
Alma Mat er of my own, my formal edu­
cation havin g ended at age fourteen. I 
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migh t of course ha ve sold the books. It 
wasn't that I thou ght of myse lf as a publ ic 
be nefactor, or that I couldn't use the 
money. I was afra id that to sell the col­
lect ion would be to lose con trol of it, and 
this I cou ld not face. 

I began to visit the libralies as occas ion 
permitted. Perh aps I shou ld not say this 
before so disti ngui shed a gro up of librari­
a ns, but wha t I saw was not re-assuri ng. 
Ma ny collec tions that had been put togeth er 
by co llec tors like myself were locked away 
in inaccessible corn ers, uncatalogued . un­
classified, and littl e used , if indeed they 
we re used a t all, except for an occasional 
grandiloquent anniversary exhibit and a 
cursory ca ta logue. Thi s was not the role I 
envisioned for my books, and so I resolved 
tha t wh ere the book s went I also would go. 
1 drew up a set of simple provisos, specify­
ing that the library that got the books 
wo uld have to provide me with adequa te 
space so that while I lived the books could 
be kept together , that the library would 
ass ist me in the preparati on of an adequa te 
ca ta logue, would aid me to the exten t that 
funds might be available in bu ilding up 
the collec tion, and to make the books 
cons tantly accessible for the use of facult y, 
stude nts and the gene ra l public. After my 
dea th, they could do what they pleased 
with the collection, but I would hop e by 
ac tua l practice to demonstr at e the wisdom 
of mainta ining it as an entity. 

Not a few of the libr ari es I visited agreed 
to these provisos, but Florida State 
see med to be the one best suited to my 
purposes, and in 1960 I mad e a gift of the 
collection to its Stro zier Library. The lib­
ra ry staff , the administration and the fac-

Ity - and indeed the stude nts also - have 
been both kind and co-operati ve and I have 
not had cause to regret the decision. 

The books are hou sed in their own space 
within the Human ities Department. Th e 
walls of the room are the stac ks, the col­
lection occupying the inside shelves and 
the outside being the regular open shelves. 
The door is d irectl y connec ted to the stacks, 
and is kept open so long as someone is in 

attend ance. W ith in this sanctu m I hold 
forth as Cura tor, a volunta ry assignm ent 
yet having all the pri vileges, without the 
responsibilities, of a facult y member. Not 
a day goes by that stu den ts do not browse 
free ly in the collec tion, and the books are 
in constan t use by undergra dua tes and 
graduates a t a ll levels struggling with term 
papers, masters' theses, and doctoral dis­
serta tions. Faculty members have published 
pap ers base d on what they found in the 
collec tion. Occasionally a professor in the 
En glish Dep artment, the Home and Famil y 
Life Department, the School of Education 
or the School of Library Science wants to 
take a day off and invites me to talk to his 
class. I have never been known to refu se 
such an invit ation, and I beli eve I am be­
ginnning to know what they mean by the 
sanctity of the classroom. 

In th is pleasant atmosphere, I spe nt my 
first eight yea rs a t FSU prep aring the kind 
of comprehensive record that I failed to 
find thirty yea rs ago . It is now published in 
Fi ve volumes , 3,500 pages, the fifth volu me 
bei ng a key-word title index of some hun­
dr ed thousand poems. I am now bu sily 
engaged in p repari ng a supp lement which 
will extend to two volumes more, an d in­
clude descript ions of the volumes that have 
been adde d in the past three years. 

Th ese addit ions have come from appro­
pr iat ions from the library's own budget ­
sma ll bu t ample - from gifts from genero us 
alum ni, faculty an d friend s, and from a 
sma ll fund the donor has p rovided, and 
which has been and will continue to be 
amplified by the ea rnings of various pub­
lications originating in the collec tion and 
by royalti es from the catalogue. 

A collec tion of this nature can and should 
be the source of many publications, adding 
to the sum of hum an knowl ed ge in its Field , 
Ws have alreardy published such wor ks as 
'T he Lew is Carroll parodi es and their 
or iginals," "W ha t the poets have to say 
about childhood," and the "St. Nicholas 
poet ry index 1873-1943." Anthologis ts, by 
the use of the key-word titl e ind ex, are en­
ab led to find in the books long-forgotten 
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poems on a host of subjec ts, one good ex­
am ple bein g Ell a Bramblett 's "Shoots of 
green," pu blished by Crowe ll in 1968. 

It is my hope that the presence of a 
special collection of this nature and magni­
tude in the midst of a society of scholars 
may make some con tribution, however 
small, to restoring poet ry to its p roper place 
among the arts, and the arts themselves to 
their proper place in the social sche me. It 
was my belief before going to FSU that 
the mater ialism and the warl ike posture of 
our times had relegated all the arts, more 
especially poet ry, to a position secondary 
to the sciences. Daily assoc iation with the 
aca de mic process over the past ten years 
has served to shape this belief into a con­
viction. It is to the sciences that the more 
promising young student s are dir ected , in­
cluding the potential poets, and it is to the 
study of ma terial rather than philosophical 
matte rs that resear ch resources are chiefly 
dir ected . 

I have a ga me that I like to play when I 
am invited to talk to a class in the Library 
School or the English Dep artment. I ask 
the students to wri te down the nam es of the 
most influen tia l poet s and their ow n favor ­
ite poems. Almost no livin g poets are named, 
an d few twentieth century poets. The 
median birth dat e of the influ ential poet 
is usually abo ut 1810, and the pu blicat ion 
dat e of the composite fa vorite poem is 
usually about 1850. This suggests the 
depths to which this grea t crea tive art has 
been permitted to sink in our generation. I 
am convinced that we a re living in an age 
in whi ch educa tion is more de voted to in­
creasing the sum of human knowl ed ge than 
to reflecting on the cumulative wisdom of 
the race and passing it on to the genera tion 
that is to shape the future of our world. 

Th e pursuit of knowled ge is a commend ­
able ac tivity for mank ind , but if wisdom 
does not keep pace, we ma y be head ed 
for disa ster. I t is the poets who can best 
mai ntain this balance between knowled ge 
and wisdom . 

Retirement from active business life has 
mean t for me, not id leness leadi ng to ea rly 
deb ility and despair, bu t the transposition 
of an exciting and abso rbing hob by into a 
full -t ime, and I th ink a useful occ upa tion. 
T he years of ret irement have been the hap ­
piest of Illy life. My pension and savings 
provide me with with all the needs of the 
simple life I like, with reasonabl e pro vision 
for the future and enough left over to bu y 
a book occasiona lly. To those, and they are 
many, who express surprise that a man 
should work hard for no monetary r eturn, I 
poi nt out that so long as a man's life is 
devoted to increasing his income he is a 
slave to money, and the grea ter the income, 
the tighter bind the shack les. Th at kind of 
slavery is not my cup of tea. So long as a 
man is on a payroll , somebod y is his boss, 
and I worked for fift y years to get rid of 
bosses. Mv adv ice to studen ts who arc 
starting out in life is the advice Bums 
gave in his "Epistle to his youn g friend :" 
"To catch Dame Fo rtune's gold en smile / 
Assiduous wa it up on her ,! And gather gear 
by every wi le/ Tha t's justifi ed by hon or./ 
Not for to hide it in a hed ge,! Nor for a 
train a ttendant,! But for the glorious pri­
vilege/ Of being inde penden t." To th is I 
me rely add that the ga thering of gea r 
should cease a t the point where indepen­
den ce is achieved. Thi s, plu s an ac tive and 
usef ul life lived to the end is, I am con­
vinced , the tru e secret of happiness, and I 
wish I had the talent of a Bums or a Gold­
smith to say it in the kind of clear and 
forceful lan guage of which onl y poet ry is 
capable. 
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[LIBRARIES ON THE MOVE I 

Eileen Burns 

This paper lcas originally g iven as part 
of a panel on school libraries present ed bu 
th e Halifax Library Association in March, 
1970. 

Som e fort y years and more ago , I was 
appo inte d by Supervisor G. K. Butler to 
th e sta ff of Saint Patrick 's Boys' Hi gh 
Sch ool as the teacher of Lat in. That dead 
lan gu ag e and I wer e partners for exactly 
on e yea r and at the end of th at time I 
begged to be transferred to the teaching of 
Engl ish . English wa s a compulsory sub jec t. 
Students could not give English up no 
ma tte r how much homework I forced them 
to do. 

Now one thing worried me in those far 
away days and that was that ther e wer e no 
books availab le for extra reading - th e 
mod em lingo "enrichment" had not at th at 
tim e reared its ambiguous head. Th ere 
wer e few books in clas srooms other than 
tho se provided by the tea ch ers themselves 
and ther e certainly was no centra l library 
as we understand the term tod ay. Nova 
Scotia wa s the province of the sing le text 
book - the number of stude nts passin g the 
Provincial Examinations was th e norm for 
app ra ising the worth of the high school 
teach er. Examinations wer e based on the 
textbook, so why waste tim e on givin g 
extra information or opposing points of 
view? The situation was far from ideal. 

Finally one day, kind Providence di s­
gui sed as Lady Chance performed a most 
useful bit of skulduggery. At the end of 
th e hall , situa ted between the Crad es XI 
and XII classrooms was an a lcove on both 
sides of which were gun racks for the rifles 
used by the cade ts. One da y a rifle was 
missing - a COU lt martial was held. 1'11e 
result was that a n edic t went Forth that a ll 
rifl es and racks were to be transferred by 

guard to the Armouries. Ther e they were 
to remain. Now was my hour. Mr. M. L. 
Boswell, the Chairman of the School Board, 
was most interested in the school getting 
a room for the library. H e design ed a gla ss 
partition with a door to mak e a room of 
the alcove. Thus was I launched as lib­
rarian full time with a full time teaching 
load in English and H istory, Grades XI and 
XII level. The idea of periods "off ' which 
are practically man ad atory tod ay in the 
high schools wa s a complete ly unknown 
concept. I had she lves built on either side 
of my new room with doors and every 
door had a lock and a key whi ch worked. 
I brought from hom e all the books I cou ld 
either steal or take. My friends were most 
generous. Senator Gordon B. I snor heard 
that the school needed books and he ap­
peal ed to the Progressive Club to stock 
thi s original north end library. E very mem­
ber alerted to the need went hom e to wiv es 
who had a field day clearing out attics and 
basem ents. Our shelves wer e full - excite­
ment ran high. Mr. S. R. Balcom was an­
other fine patron. H e sent money to bu y 
su itab le books as memorials to departed 
fr iends. I found myself getting increasingly 
in te res ted in the obitua ry colu mns of th e 
Mail and of the Star - my in te res t ha s 
never flagged in that particul ar column. 

With Mr. Burns Adams' assistan ce, I ran 
a canteen at recess and with the money 
we bought books. The hockey team ­
provincial champions that yea r under th e 
coaching of Mr. Gerald Hayes, bou ght a se t 
of the Books of Knowledge - th ey wer e 
elegant books so were promptly put under 
lock and key. They mu st not ge t soiled. 
Those wer e the da ys wh en all teachers 
worked tog ether for a common cau se in a 
friendly little school. The stude nts did the 
best they could to help and were rew arded 
by books on sport, books on how to beh ave 
- even books of jokes were added. Th e 
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dail y press and popular magazines were 
also magnets whi ch attracted readers. Book 
selection, ba sed on a most limited budget , 
had to be dynamic. 

Then one day to our excellent library 
came Miss Estell e And erson from the neigh­
boring high school. She did not approve of 
the Bums system of ca taloguing - in fact 
the Bums library was ob viously not the 
finest library she had ever seen. She sug­
gested that what I needed was a course in 
Library Science. I paid little or no atten­
tion to the sug gestion. I ce rtainly would 
not waste my precious and irrevocable tim e 
on such unnecessary nonsense. But once 
again kind Providence int ervened in a mis­
erable sort of wa y. A gas stove blew up at 
the army canteen wh ere I was frying egg s, 
bacon and sausages almost blowing off my 
leg .Th at summer I was in a cast. I could 
not think of anything to do with my time 
except to try a course in a thing called 
Cat aloguing 1. 

Thus ended my carefree library da ys. 
Nothing was evermore the sam e. I beg an 
by ruining the appearance of the libra ry. 
All doors were taken off - all keys were 
thrown away. I must have burnt as man y 
books as Hilter ever did. I can still remem­
ber with the greatest affection the leather 
bound sets of Scott and Dickens with print 
so fine that not even with a magnifying 
glass could one de cipher the words. My 
thinking had radically changed. By the 
time I had a degree in Library Scien ce 
very little remained of the original north 
end library to recall the blood, sweat and 
tears which had gon e into its formation. 

Then a new high school was pro­
jected . Dr .Marshall ca lled me in to view 
the plans from the very beginning and 
always mad e sure that when the ar chitects 
had second thou ghts I knew wh at was 
hein g changed in the library environs. 
One day he phoned in obvious dism ay. 
Th e School Board, in order to save mon ey, 
was eliminating one wing of the building 
whi ch meant that inst ead of the library 
being the size of three class rooms it would 
be just the size of one - the sta ck room, the 

work room and the office must go. But 
there was one faint gleam of hope. Would 
I be willin g to go to the School Board meet­
ing that night and tell the Commissioners 
why the original plans for the library 
should not be alte red? Indeed I would. 

Mrs. Martha Flemming, Librarian at the 
Queen Eli zab eth High School , was there 
when I arr ived. Oh wretched day! 
was defeat ed befor e I was even heard . 
Of that I was certain. Mrs. Flemming 
had such a delightful library, so easily 
accessible to staff and to stude nts, just 
a t the front door of the school. Wh y 
should I want one four times as large as 
hers whv indeed! I was asked to sta te my 
case: I r~ call telling the Board how jealous 
I was of Mrs . Flemming and her gem of a 
library and then I stressed how inadequate 
that gem must be to supply services to the 
large stude nt body a t Qu een Elizabeth High 
School. Thi s shocked the Board compl etel y 
but not the Superintendent of the day ­
he knew this fact well. Did I speak the 
truth j'Was I exaggerating? Nobody but Mrs. 
Flemming could assure the Board of that. 
Qui ckly she was asked for her opinion on 
the subjec t. Praise be! Mrs Flemming a­
greed with me 100%- she was truly mag­
nificent in backing up my ar gum ents for a 
library sufficientl y lar ge to be abl e to give 
service to a large student body. Thanks to 
Mrs. Flemming of Queen Eli zab eth High 
School and of happy memo ry, Saint Pat­
rick's High School has a fairl y large library. 
It has a very fine circulation desk mad e to 
my specifications and at quite a cost - it 
has chairs and tabl es of my choo sing . But 
here my success story must end. No capital 
was available to buy book s that the lib­
rarian must find . . . no mon ey to provid e 
stenographic help or assistants trained or 
oth erwise. Yet I was exceeding ly proud of 
the new library at St. Patrick 's H igh School. 
I worked very hard to mak e it the power 
cente r of the school - the show place it 
cert ainl y was . That I was completely un­
able to give real library service must be 
obvious. Moreover, I was never considered 
a Department head nor did my degree in 
Library Scien ce count as did other extra 
degrees in giving me extra sala ry. In oth er 
words, up until four years ago, neither the 
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Halifax Board of School Commissioners 
nor the Provincial Department of Educa­
tion recognized the statu s of School Libr­
arian. 

Tim e marched on. I left my ivory towers 
and found myself a Member of the Halifax 
School Board. I was also a member of the 
Halifax City Regional Library Board, a na­
tural and a wise combination as the Muni­
cipality of the County of Halifax will attest. 
At a meeting of the Library Board, a dis­
cussion aros e concerning school libraries 
and I was asked to bring this same dis­
cussion to the next meeting of the School 
Board. At that subsequent meetin g a re­
solu tion was sent by the School Board to 
the Minister of Education asking that a 
study be instigated by the Provinical De­
partment to appraise library services in 
the City schools. And here is precisely 
wh ere the leadership and initi ative of Miss 
Albert a Letts came in. Almost overnight 
she had persuaded the Minister of Edu­
ca tion to invite one of the most eminently 
qu alifi ed librarians in Canad a to do this 
study - Miss K. Bowlby. 

Th e Bowlby Report opened the eyes of 
educators of a great need in our education­
al system. It ga ve several suggestions - the 
first , that a Director of Library Services 
should be appointed for the Public Schools. 
Much easier to suggest than to find a 
suit abl e person for the task. I shall not 
embarrass anyone by relating the saga of 
how Miss H elen Currunings, teacher and 
librarian and, above all, an abl e admini­
strator was persuaded to corne to Halifax. 
Suffice it to say that she did corne and has 
alr eady initiated a most exciting library 
program. School libraries ar e on the march 
in the city of Halifax! As I feel the excite­
ment engende red by this library pro gram, 
I cannot but think I have not lived in vain 
sinc e so many of my seemingly futil e hop es 
have becom e realities - so man y of my 
dreams have corne true. Progressive School 
Boards and Departments of Education have 
had visions, too, of giving real library 
service to the children and are willin g to 
find the money to pay the heavy price 
which is involv ed to make sur e that chil­
dren who have mastered the mechanics of 
reading will also develop the habit of rea d­
ing in good school libraries. 

CONTRIBUTORS 
Miss Eileen Bums is form er librarian of St. Patrick's High School, Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, and member of the Halifax City Regional Library Board. 

Miss Shelagh Keen e is Assistant Professor and Assistant to the Director, Dal­
housie University School of Library Service, Halifax, Nova Scotia. Mr. Randy 
Mark is the Librarian , En gineering Library, Un iversity of Toronto, Toronto, 
Ontario. Mr. John M. Shalt; is Curator, Childhood in Poetry Collection, Flordia 
State University, Tall ah assie, Flordia. Dr. Paul Winckler is Professor , Palm er 
Graduate Library School , Lon g Island University , New York. 
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THE NEED FOR THE STUDY OF LIBRARY 
HISTORY 

Paul A. Winckler 

, The study of hi story offers th e op po rtu n­
ity to investigate th e past, and by this pro­
ce ss kn owledge, insight, and possibly a 
d eeper underst anding of th e p resent ma y 
emerge. A stud y of libra ry histo ry , and of 
library ed uca tion, ca n gi ve direction a nd 
gu id anc e to members of the library profes­
sion by offe ring th em the ch an ce to view 
more co mple te ly and with full er under­
sta nd ing th e events of th e past as refl ect ed 
in th e thinking of today. 

When thi s concept is applied to a study 
of libra ry hi story , th e past becomes a 
" liv ing th ing" wh ich according to D r. 
Tse-Chien Tai can cas t "li ght on th e d e­
velopment of librarianship today and th e 
ca refu l ana lysis of the present m ay illumine 
th e path to the future."! In its practi cal 
application th e s tudy of libra ry history ma y 
be of value to th e library schoo l student, 
as well as to experien ced and inexperienced 
librarian s, b y enab ling th em to view lib­
ra ry se rvice, in its philosophical and his­
torical con text, in order " to underst and 
the purposes of Iibrarianship a nd make th e 
necessary distincti on s between the tech­
nique a nd principles of our professional 
acti vi ty ."2 

This point is fu rther emphasized b y Dr. 
H . J. Vleeschauwer in that th e present-day 
study of library se rvice is part of ce ntu ries 
of evolutio n and d evelopment. H e feel s 
tha t " trac ing thi s e volu tion forms part of 
the explanation of th e library as a distinct 
phenom en a ."3 Dr. Vleeschauwer asks th e 
nuesti on : "D o you know what th e present 
is, wha t ma kes up eve ry'presen t' momen t?"4 
answer ing that it "is merel y th e past, to 
which is ad ded an infinitesimal something 
new! "5 H e then co mmen ts on th e value of 

library history in th at : "T he most sa t is­
factor y exp la na tion of things lies in tr acing 
their inception and evolution . No on e 
knows b et ter than a man himself what he 
:has don e, thoug ht , and felt , precisel y, 
bec au se he is a ble to observe in himself 
the ori gin and th e Cour se of th ese acti on s, 
thoughts, a nd feelin gs."6 Dr. Vleeschauwcr 
appeals for a return to the stud y of library 
history which has "su ffered mor e th an a 
half ce ntury of neglect under th e pressure 
of technical advancement,"? a nd which 
should be restored to "its former honour­
able pl ace."8 

United States libra ry ed uca tion has fre­
quentl y been "accused of be ing too tech­
niqu e conscious'" which is often a corr ect 
and just ifiable accu sation. The need is to 
return to more in vestigation s into other 
aspects of libra ry sc ie nce including libra ry 
history and in so doing to co me to a be tt er 
balance in a study of all aspect s which co n­
stitute th e libra rian 's world . This would 
in clude philosophy, hi story, con cepts, 
th eory , cr itic ism , techniques, methods, and 
their practical ap p lica tions. These a re a ll 
part of librarianship and to neglect on e or 
th e other is to place an improper emphasis 
on what shou ld be exa m ine d in proper per­
spective . With th is in mind an "Institu te" 
wa s pl anned for th e new Sch ool of Library 
Service at Dalhousie University to be held 
in th e Su mmer, 1970 , which would attempt 
to mak e its con tri bu tion toward achie ving a 
prop er balance and a lso assist in restoring 
the study of library history to it s form er 
honorable place. 

Libra ry ed uca tion in th e United States 
ha s had its own hist orical d evelopment a nd 
growth which has had an im pact on Cana­
dian Iibrarianship and library ed uca tion. 
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According to Mr. H. C. Campbell , Chief 
Librarian of the Toronto Public Libraries: 

It was natural that organized efforts to 
d evelop a national poli cy for Ca nad ian 
librari es in the twentieth century 
should have started with an impetus 
from th e United States. That country 
had shown an interest in the provision 
of libraries for its citizens and Ca nada 
could not escape the influence im­
mediat ely across its boundary. Al­
though library activities in Ca na da in 
the first part of the nineteenth 
century had been influenced by the 
British Isles, a t the start of th e tw ent­
ieth ce ntury this influ en ce was drop­
ping rap id ly, to be replaced by Ameri­
can methods and ideas.l" 

Whatever advantages or disadvantages 
this -development had, it is an historical 
fact that United States libra ry service had 
a trem endous influence on Canad a. Th is is 
seen in many developments and trends 
which took place through most of the 
tw entieth cen tury . During thi s tim e ther e 
was also a growing need th at Ca na da 
should develop its own concepts of library 
service, and it was proposed that "what­
ever was developed in Canada should be 
something new , based on the need s of the 
nation, not some thing copied from the 
United Stat es or elsewhere ."!' One of the 
purposes of the "I nstitu te" will be to stud y 
the historical roots of this problem and 
probe, by discussion, some of the reasons, 
while at the sa me time examining thi s as 
it relates to the emerging needs of Ca na­
dian libra ria nshi p . 

The history of library education in the 
United Stat es, with its strong influ en ce on 
Canada, ca n be divided into four major 
stages : ( 1) app renticeship and in-service 
training classes which prevail ed before 
1887; ( 2) the period of formally es tab­
lished and organi zed library school training 
which dominated library education from 
1887 to 1923; ( 3 ) college and univer sity ­
affiliated library schools covering th e 
period from 1923, with the Williamson Re­
port to the end of World War II, and ( 4) 

the continuat ion of the univer sity- affiliated 
library school, but characterized b y exp eri­
mental ch ange in curriculum and degree 
st ructure . 

In the pre-Dewey period, library work 
grew directly out of practice, and the early 
librarian s learned by doing. Wh en there 
were sufficie nt numbers to warrant it, 
classes wer e es tablished within public lib­
raries to provide instruction which was 
directly relat ed to work performed on-th e­
job . This work was geared to the particular 
needs and requirem ents of each library. 
After 1887 training agencies for librarians 
sp read throughout the United States but 
with a more formal method and structure 
of education. Modem library education act­
ually starts, in 1887, with the establishm ent 
by Melvil Dewey of the School of Library 
Economy at Columbia University. The cur­
riculum emphas ized technical training and 
although th e structure was different the 
content and methods were similar to the 
preceeding period. According to Dr. Sarah 
K. Vann this was a "time of cautious but 
positive pro gr ess in the direction of pro­
fessionali sm,"1 2 which was reflected in th e 
establishment of summer schools, round 
tables, institutes, schools still conducted in 
libraries, stat e library agencies, and some 
schools located in institutions of higher 
learning. This chaotic growth met the im­
mediate dem and for librarians brought 
about by the exte nsive building program of 
the Carnegie librari es. It was a period of 
ferment in library educa tion with recom­
mendations for change offered b y Aksel 
Josephson, Katherine L. Sharp, William H . 
Brett, Salome Cutler Fairchild, Mary 
Eileen Ahern, Mary Wright Plummer, and 
Azariah Smith Root who in reports, com­
mittee work , and through publication ex­
pressed th eir oft en conflicting views of 
library ed uca tion. Out of this confused and 
oft en di visive sta te there emerged the con­
cepts and ideas whi ch became part of th e 
recommend ations of Dr. Charles C . 
Williamson in his 1923 survey entitled 
Training for Library Service. The probing 
of the previous four decades culminiated in 
Williamson's sur vey and subsequent re­
commendations. Vann ob serves : "As in the 
beginning it had be en Melvil D ewey who 
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introduced the conce p t of formal tr aining, 
it wa s, a t th e end, Charles C. W illia mson 
who identified th e association responsibility 
as being th e formulation of sta nda rds and 
the accre d iting of training agencies which 
had developed."13 

William son 's Report was "perha ps more 
than any other single report, responsibl e 
for making Iibrarian ship a gra d ua te pro­
fession"14 a nd the "effec ts of the report 
were far reaching."15 My own doctoral 
research reveal ed this was the case a lthough 
th e Report ce rtainly overshadowed th e 
other con tribu tions which Williamson made 
to Iibrarian sh ip. My di ssertation, which was 
the biography of Charles C. Williamson, 
reveal ed through th e stud y of thousands of 
documentary source mat erials, an insight 
into his work and into this vital period of 
library ed uca tion. Williamson wa s able to 
view critica lly th e problems of library ed u­
ca tion an d to ma ke recomme nda tions out of 
which wo uld evolve a "n ew concept" of 
libra ry tr aining as p art of high er education 
a nd as a result lib ra ry sc hoo ls became 
affilia ted with colleges and uni versities. 
The involvement of the American Library 
Association as the age nc y responsible for 
esta b lishing standards and accrediting lib­
rary schools, both in th e United States and 
C ana da, is al so a result of the Williamson 
Report. 

The p resent phase of libra ry educa tion 
developed directly out of th e William son 
era but with change s in degree structure 
and curr icu lum. Until a bou t 1950 libra ry 
schoo ls granted the B.L.S. degree which was 
cons idered the professional degree for Iib­
rarianship, however, afte r that time the 
degree offered by the libra ry schools was 
th e mast er's. In addit ion se vera l libra ry 
schools tod ay also grant th e doctorate. 

Throughout these peri od s, cha ng ing and 
evolving concepts of library service were 
refl ect ed in library tr aining, developing 
into idea s a nd programs which form the 
pattern of present-day library ed uca tion. 
People like Melvil Dewey and Charles C. 

William son mad e maj o r contrib u tions bu t 
others incl uding, Louis Round W ilson , 
Joseph Wheeler , Ralph Munn, Ernest 
Reece, Carl Mil am, Leon Carnovsk y, Jesse 
Sh era, L ester Asheim, Carl White, a nd J . 
Peri arn Danton ha ve also examined, stud­
ied, and probed into the problem s and 
dil emmas of library ed ucation each ma king 
their own contribution. 

Emergi ng con cepts of lib rary ed uca tion 
are the result of the past which has 
merged int o the presen t add ing tha t "in­
finitesim al something new" fonning w hat 
can be ca lled th e "h istory of library ed u­
cation. " F rom a study of thi s histo ry 
there can develop an understanding of th e 
profession of librarianship which ca n "giv e 
p er sp ective and depth to th eoreti cal lib ­
rary sc ience."16 

An "Ins titu te on th e H isto ry of Library 
Educat ion " w ill be held a t th e School of 
Libra ry Service a t Dal hou sie University , 
H a lifax, No va Scot ia, August 4 - 14, 1970. 
This "Ins ti tu te" will provid e th e oppo rtun­
ity for studen ts a nd librarians to a lso ex­
amine, study, a nd probe into the problem s 
and dil emmas of library ed uca tio n and to 
see some of the events and individuals 
who were and arc a part of this heritage. 
Through lectures, readings, a nd di scu ssion, 
as well as th e examina tion of documents, 
thi s two-week "I nstitu te" will a ttempt to 
fulfill part of the con tinu ing and eve r­
growi ng need for the stud y of lib ra ry 
history . 

In order to provide a program which 
will be of value and in te res t to the partici­
pants, any ideas, sugg es tions , and recom­
mendations pertaining to the "I nstitu te" 
would be ap precia ted. Write to : 

D r. Pa u l A. W inckler 

Pal mer G radua te Li b ra ry Sch oo l 

Long Island U nive rsity 

C . W. Post Center 

G reenva le, New York 11548 
U .S.A. 
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LIBRARIANS WANTED 

Come and see the sun 

Do you want to build Canada's new est Library syst em? 
Refe ren ce Librarians, Ch ildr en 's Librarians, Adult Service Librarians, Bra nch 
Librar ians are need ed to c reate a new libra ry serv ice . 

Exp eri en ced librarian s are want ed . Fr esh ideas and new approac hes to old problems a re 
demanded . 

Sa la ries sta rt a t $8 ,500 to $ 13,000, dep end ing on expe rience and ap pointmen t. 
Four weeks vacation , 35 hour week, usual frin ge bene fits. 

Thund er Bay is Canada's newest city , population 107 ,000, formed 1 Janu ary, 1970 by the 
am algam ati on of Fort Willi am and Port Arthur and ad jace nt areas around the head of Lake 
Super ior. 

Thunder Bay has good ski slopes within 10 minutes drive; summer provides 
sai ling, swimm ing, camping . Wilderness close by . NO RUSH HO UR TRAFFIC. 

send resum e to : 
~\'Ir. P. K. Mut chl er , M.A. , 
Chi ef Librari an ,
 
Thunder Bay Public Libra ry,
 
216 S. Brod ie Stree t,
 
Thunder Bay "F", Ontario.
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TECHNICAL REPORTS IN CANADIAN 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

Randy Mark 

How are technical reports handled by 
Canadian University libraries? Th is ques­
tion formed the gist of an 8-page question­
naire sent in lat e April 1968 to the Chief 
Librari ans of 46 Canadian Uni versities, 
and returned by 20 of them. (Three more 
reported that their collections were too 
small to comm ent upon in a meaningful 
fashio n) It is the purpose of this article to 
present a summary of the conclusions 
drawn from an analysis of the returned 
qu estionnaires, a tabulation of the most 
useful answers, and some personal com­
ments of the investigator. A list of thos e 
unv ersities from whi ch replies were re­
ceived will be found in the appendix. 

A technical report was defined as fol­
lows: a report of research issued by an 
organization, usually as an 81i x 11 inch 
paper document or as a microfiche or 
other microform, frequ ently identified by 
a report number. Several options to this 
definition were included in the question­
naire, and 10 libraries said that they con­
sidered a publication a technical report 
if "it has no report number, but looks simi­
lar to reports that have one." Seven lib­
raries also ind icated that they included in 
th is category "miscellaneous technical ma­
terial too important for a vertical file." 

SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 

An analysis of the responses to the 
questionnaire leads one to two main con­
clusions . Th e first is that, for uni versit y 
librari es, technical reports do not form a 
distinct category of mat erial. Th ey are not 
handled according to rules based upon 
their unique qualities, but rather by rul es 
developed for other typ es of mat erial, such 
as monographs, serials, pamphlets or gov­
ernment docum ents . The second main 
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conclusion is that , with fcw excep tions, 
Canadi an university libr aries are q uite!as­
sive in acq uiring technical reports an al­
most completely inactive in promoting their 
use. 

TABULATION OF ANSWERS 
Th e following 4 sections give tabulations 

of the an swers from the 20 librar ies whi ch 
returned a significantly answered q ues­
tionn aire. 

Acquisition 
Not quite half , or 8 out of 20 libraries 

actively acquire technical reports, although 
16 out of 20 sa id they retained those re­
ceived as gifts. 

Those who actively acquire technical 
reports were then asked if they used ce r­
tain indexes as order tools. All repli ed that 
they use U.S .Government Research and De­
celopnient Reports, 6 of the 8 use Scientif ic 
and Technical Aero space Reports, and 5 
use N uclear Science Abstracts in this way. 
Only 3 of the libraries in this group use the 
Fast Announcements of the Clearinghouse 
for Federal Scientific and Te chnical Infor­
mat ion. 

The libra ries were asked about the size 
of their report collecti ons. Although ad­
mittedly rather inexact , the following fig­
ures do give an idea of the gen eral pattern 
of report holdings. Th e University of 
Toronto, whi ch is not included in the fol­
lowin g tabl e was not able to supply a 
breakdown, but estima ted its holdings a t 
approximately 45,000 items, increasing at 
the rat e of 1,500 per month. The University 
of Briti sh Columbia, whi ch is included (a­
long with 18 oth ers ) in the following table 
reports a collection of 800,000 items on 
microform. 

47 



A B C D 
(a) Physics	 7 6 3 1 
( b) Chemistry 8 2 2 1 
(c) Biology and Medici.ne 5 4 3 1 
( d) Nucl ear science 8 5 2 1 
(e)	 Aeronautics an d space 

technology 8 3 4 1 
(f ) Atmospheri c sciences 9 1 1 0 
(g)	 Earth sciences an d 

Ocean ograph y 7 2 3 0 
( h) E ngi neering 9 3 3 1 
( i) Agriculture 6 0 1 0 
( j ) Social science 6 2 2 2 

In the abo ve tabl e, A stands for 
less than 500 items, B for 500 to 
2500, C for ove r 2500, and D for 
not known . 

Anoth er qu estion in this section discov­
ered the location of the major report series 
in Ca nadian university libraries. Here is 
a list of the libraries which serv e as depos­
itories for the report s of 3 important or­
ga niza tions: 

U.S. Atomic Energy Commission 

McMaster University 
University of British Columbia 

National Aeronautics and Space
 
Administrat ion
 

McGill University 
McMaster University 
University of British Columbia 
Un iversity of Saskatch ewan 
University of Toronto 
Uni versity of Wa terloo 

Nat iona l Scienc e Library 

McGill University 
Mount Allison Un iversity 
Unive rsity of British Columbia 
University of Ottawa 

In add ition to the abo ve, Dalhousie Uni­
versity rece ives rep orts from the Atomic 
Energy Commission of Canada, McGill 
University receives AGARD, SNAM E, and 
ENGLAND-ARC reports, Mount Allison 

Uni versity receives Defense Research 
Boa rd publications, the University of Tor­
onto receives Rand Corpo ra tion publica­
tions, the University of Wat erloo receives 
AECL publications, and the University of 
Briti sh Columbia a whole raft of reports, as 
quoted below: 

"We are a depositor y for the U.S. 
Atomic E nergy Commission reports in 
microform ( both microca rd and micro­
fiche ) and receive the publ ications of 
the a tom ic energy au thorities of many 
oth er countries: Australia, Denmark, 
France, Great Britain, Japan, Norway, 
Spain and Sweden . We are also a de­
pository for publicat ions of the Canadian 
Fed eral Govem ment ( 1927- ); the B.C. 
Covernment ( 1943- ) ; the U.S. Fed eral 
Go v er nment (1957 - ) ; the U. N. 
( 1949- ) ; I.CAO. ( 1949- ); FAO. 
( 1948- ) ; UNESCO ( 1949- ) ; GATT 
( 1949- ); O.E.C.D. ( 195.5- ); and gov ­
ernment publications of many foreign 
countries are selectively acquired." 

As for weeding, only 6 lib rari es repli ed 
that they now weed, or int end to weed , 
their techni cal reports. Of these, 2 gave 
age as the dec iding factor, and one gave 
date of acq uisition. Th e University of 
Briti sh Co lumbia discards only duplicates. 
McMaster University d iscards a report if it 
is supe rsede d, and the Unive rsity of 'Water­
100 discards one if it is "obviously of no 
furth er use." 

Cataloguing and Shelving 
In onl y 2 libraries is a professional lib­

rari an ass igned d irectl y to th e handli.ng of 
technical reports. In 4 other libraries the 
staff of the govern ment docum ents section 
deals with them, and some of this staff is 
professional. In 2 libraries the reports ar e 
handled by libr ary assistants. 

Three out of the 20 lib rar ies intend to 
change their policy in this area in the near 
future. One of them plans a simple cat a­
loguing treatment with minimu m added en ­
tries, and another plans to treat reports 
from organizations as ser ies, and the re­
mainder as monographs. Th e third does 
not yet know their policy. 
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At present the cat alogui ng practice for 
technical report s stand s as follows: 

Some All 
As monographs	 13 1 
As seria ls	 10 0 
As pamphlets	 4 0 
As govern ment docu ments 6 1 
As technical reports 

( in own system ) 5 0 

Only 1 library keeps a file of techn ical 
reports by accession num ber, a long with a 
relat ed rep ort nu mb er to acc ession numbe r 
ind ex. 7 librari es keep a file by report 
number . Th e rest keep files by autho r 
and title in acco rda nce with rul es for oth er 
types of materi al. 13 libraries assign sub­
ject headings to thos e reports whi ch they 
classify, and 1 assigns ind ex term s. 

How are the reports shelved ? In 6 lib­
rari es, those not classed a re arranged by 
report numb er, and in 1 by accession num­
ber. Thirteen lib raries shelve a t least some 
repor ts by classi ficat ion. Qu een's Univer­
sity treats uncatalogued reports as pamph­
let s. McGill Un iversity she lves its reports 
by institution or corporat e bod y, then by 
rep ort number. 

Reference and Retrieval 

Th e major ques tion in this area deals 
with the availability of indexes and ab­
strac ts which cove r technical rep orts. H ere 
are the nu mber of subscribers to the most 
imp ort ant of such aids (note the small 
numbe r of subscribe rs to British Research 
and Development Report s): 

( a )	 U.S. Gove rnment Research
 
and Development Reports
 
( i)	 Abstracts 14 
( ii )	 Index 13­

( b )	 Nuclear Science Abs trac ts 16 

( c)	 Techn ical Abs trac t Bulletin 4 

( d) Scientific and Tech nical 
Aerospace Rep ort 11 

( e )	 Aerospace Medicine and 
Biology 8 

( f ) Intern ati onal Aero spa ce 
Abst racts 7 

( g ) Brit ish Resea rch and 
Developm ent Reports 2 

( h ) Tr ansla tions Reg iste r Ind ex 12 

( i ) E ngin eering In dex 15 

( j) Ch emical Abstracts 18 

Nin e libr ar ies say that they use the above 
sources for identifying techn ical reports in 
their co llec tion, instead of maintain ing 
their own author and title files. 

If one of the 20 libr aries does not possess 
a requ ested report , 13 of them orde r it 
from the Clearinghou se for Fed eral Scien­
tific and Technical Informati on, and 13 
also order it elsewhere if it is not availab le 
from the Clea ringhouse . Onl y 7 librari es 
make use of the availability, in man y cases, 
of a microfiche copy from the Na tiona l 
Science Library , which is offered free of 
cha rge. All 20 librari es, however , use the 
Nationa l Science Library as a source for 
in terlibrary loan , although the percentage 
of their requ ests wh ich they send to it 
vari es from 2 to 100 percent. Other sour ces 
of loans listed show a strong regional bias. 

Circulation and Use 

Th e methods by which technical repo rts 
are circulated mirror the diverse catalogu ­
ing treatm ent to wh ich they ar e subjected. 
They are circula ted as monographs by 9 
of the libr aries, as seria ls by 6, and as 
government docu ments by 6. 

Microfor ms being popular in this area , 
it is not surp risng that nearl y all the Iib­
rari es report at least 1 microform read er. 
Th e most popul ar models seem to be the 
Filmac 400, the Microcard models, the 
Read ex Universa l and the Recordak film 
read ers. All the machines were noted as 
having been purchased within 212 years of 
the survey. 

W hat do the d ifferent libr ar ies think 
about the use of their collections? Onl y 3 
librari es said they thought their reports 

49JUNE, 1970 



were "ade quately known and used," 10 re­
plied that they thought they were "poorly 
known and little used," and 1 library did 
not know, which must also apply to the 6 
who failed to answer this qu estion. The 
University of Toronto comm ented "well 
used when known; but not wid ely enough 
known." 

In spite of these opinions, not one single 
library reported having advertised the ex­
istence and possible uses of their technical 
reports in a faculty newsletter or such, and 
only 1 said they had done so in a special 
notice or bulletin to that effec t. 

Opinions about which groups in the 
university used the reports were as follows: 
10 thought that the faculty were the heavi­
est users , 7 held that the graduate students 
were, and only 1 thought that the under­
graduate students were. 

COMMENTS 
A paradox emerges from the above tabu­

lation. Althou gh there seem s to be a de­
facto acknowledgement of the importance 
of technical reports, the libraries which 
answered the questionnaire (with the ex­
ception of the University of Briti sh Colum­
bia ) do not pursue a well-defin ed or ag­
gressive policy of acquiring or using them. 
Only 8 libraries indicated actively acquir­
ing technical reports, and only 1 library 
made an attempt to inform the staff and 
students of their existence. 

Yet their importance is certainly attested 
to by the time and effort spent cataloguing 

them, classifying them, and assigning them 
subj ect headings, whether in the manner 
of monographs, serials or government docu­
ments . Furthermore, 16 of the 20 respond­
ents keep reports received as gifts , and 
their weeding policies conform more to 
those for materials of permanent value than 
for vertical file publications. 

Perhaps the answer to this paradox lies 
partly in the untraditional format and 
means of acquiring this typ e of mat erial, 
as well as its compar atively recent appear­
ance on the library scene. We can sec 
certain parallels between the confusions 
in this area and those of another knotty 
problem, government documents. 

In my opinion, a large library (at any 
rate ) should seriously consider the advan­
tages of the system used by the University 
of Toronto. This system treats technical 
reports as a separate category of material. 
Reports are shelved by accession number , 
which saves much trouble in shifting and 
expanding them, as well as making for 
more economical storage. This arrange­
ment together with a report number to 
acce ssion number file allows one to take 
advantage of the above mentioned publish­
ed indexes to identify reports, both by 
author and by various typ es of subj ect 
approach. For a university library, the 
cost of treating reports as books or serials , 
with all the accompanying labor, would 
certainly be more expensive than the cost 
of usin g such readily available aids to 
reference and retri eval. 

RESPONDING LIBRARIES 

Dalhousie University 
McGill University 
McMaster University 
Memorial University of Newfoundland 
Mount Allison Univ ersity 
Queen's Univ ersity 
St. Francis Xavier University 
St. Mary's University 
Simon Fraser University 

Sir George Williams University 
l'Universite de Moncton 
l'Universite de Sherbrooke 
University of British Columbia 
University of Ottawa 
University of Saskatchewan 
Univ ersity of Toronto 
Univ ersity of Victoria 
University of Waterloo 
University of Western Ontario 
University of Windsor 
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THE 
RABBIT 
HOLE 

" . . . down went Alice after it, never once considering how in the 
world she was to get out again." Alice in Wonderland . 

The Rabbit-Hole Is a regular feature of the APLA Bulletin. 
We invite contributions from readers and w e offer contributors the s a m e 
latitude (and longitude ) a s the Rev . Dodgson afforded Alice . An y reader 
who feels himself falling through the earth and approaching th e Antipathies 
is urged to put it all d ow n on paper and send It to the attention of the 
Editor . "Perhaps (you) shall see it written up somewhere." 

Elites and Other People - a Plea Against Secret Societies 

One could , no doubt, produce a long list, questions which might not correspond to 
but I will illustrate my argument with two their views and wishes - qu estions related 
examples: What is the Nova Scotia Council to why? what will it cost? and how will 
on Library Resources? Why does CACUL it effect the rest of us? Even if our partici­
plan a by invitation only workshop at this pation with the elit e does nothing to 
year's CLA meeting in Hamilton? change the course of events, we at least 

promote a great er dialogue between mem­
bers of the profession and hav e the know­The library profession appears to be 
ledge that wh en asked for an opinion webuilding a bod y of elite whi ch isolates 
were ready and willing to contribute. Suchthemselves from the "other people". The 
tension can onl y produce a healthier pro­arguments put forward by the elite to sup­


port these cabalistic tendencies are famil­ fession. Perhaps in the process of answer­

ing our qu estions the elite might find that iar - what we are discussing is too diffi­
what they are proposing can be improved cult for you to understand, requires special 
or is qu estionable and the dialogue hastraining or experience, or is of a confiden­
helped them to effect a more reasonabletial nature. In all cases the end result is 
and useful plan of action. the sam e. Select people get select, sup­


posedly public information, which perpetu­

at es the vicious circle, namely that the same It may be that I am too sens itive; that
 
select people maintain preferred status I am whipping a nonexistent horse and
 
through preferred treatment. For a pro­ that there are in fact no "oth er people".
 
fession that prides itself publically on en­ I believe this is not the case; that there are
 
couraging and maintaining the free flow "other people" and that they are no long er
 
of information, this private posture is ab ­ content to allow the elit e to isolate them­

surdly hyprocritical. What is the need for selves. Do you agree? More important do
 
secrecy? What can possibly be gained? you hav e the courage to say it publically?
 

Perhaps the answer is all too obvious. Think of it this way. If the idea of 
The elit e are reall y insecure and the flags elites in the profession doesn't bother you , 
of superiority they insist on brandishing with a littl e luck , some judicious planning, 
(Council on; By invitation only) are only and the exp ression of an opinion or two, 
there to protect them. Perhaps they realize you might just be given the key to join 
that among the "other people" there might one of the secr et societi es. 
be be an interested and knowledgable lib­
rarian who may be informed and willing 
to stand up and ask a series of thoughtful Shelagh Keene 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
 

Dear Editor , 

I have been doing a little research into 
the es tab lishment of the MLA and its 
Bull et in. As you probably realize the as­
sociat ion was form ed in 1918, re-Form ed in 
1934 and the Bulletin first published on a 
regul ar basis in 1936. If the APLA Bul­
luetin is on rocky ground now, it appears 
that the reasons are similar to the basic 
breakdown of th e Association and the ab­
sence of a bulletin after 1918. Association 
members are divided as to the real pur­
pose of th eir association; the univer­
sity libraries and the public libraries are 
divided in their a ims. It appears that the 
university librari es, espe cially Dalhousie's, 
know wh ere they are going. Not so the 
public libra ries. Th e Pro vincial Library 
in Nova Scoti a, a t least , is faced with ­
first , a need to better estab lish school lib­
raries, and seco nd, to provide a different 
service - a mor e educa tive service - to 
public library patrons. This includes, I 
believe, the idea voiced by Miss Letts at 
the Dalhousie Library School on March 
30th that book mobil e service must be fur­
ther oriented to the use by people of an in­
formation servi ce ( i.e. because of adult 
education program s, etc.) . Th e uni versiti es, 
in their qu est for automa ted servi ces, can­
not fill the immediate nee d fac ed b y the 
Pro vincial Library. 

The university libraries have their clear 
inspirational voices in the Maritimes but 
unfortunately, the voice of Miss Nora Bate­
son is becoming weaker and weaker due to 
the increased static of electronic eq uipment. 
But, as she wa s an active woman, may I 
take the liberty to thi nk a loud. 
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We are all aware of 'the expense of auto­
mation. W e all know the expe nsive effec ts 
of duplication. It would seem now, that we 
must come togeth er, ( public and university r 

and special libraries ) if not over the book, 
over the aspect of 'information'. In my head 
I see each community with a Telex, which 
connects them to the Provincial Library 
whi ch in turn is conn ected to the Resource 
Centres (especially the collec tions of the 
Provincial, the Legislative and the uni­
versity libraries). Th e Telex is in the Com­
munity Centre, it is op erative 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year. Anyone who can dial 
a number, type legibl y or read a print-out 
( in the vernacular) can use it effec tively. 

This is not to impl y that small public 
libraries and bookmobile service are be­
coming obsolete. As long as people enjoy 
read ing, there must be that kind of service. 
But information is the domain of everyone 
- not just the 'professions I' stude nt. And 
1000 telexs must be cheaper than 1000 
prefabricated libraries, 1000 short ord er 
lib raria ns, 1000 self-d estructive ca rd cat a­
logu es and 1000 book s duplicat ed 1000 
times. 

In this ag e of the Equalit y of Man, let 's 
not discriminate against the 'non-rea de r', 
th e man who sits in front of his T.Y., the 
woman who has her radio on all day, the 
child who dislikes school. 

Love, 

PHYLLIS MacDOUGALL 
( L ibrary School Student ) 
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I0 UT 0 f the IN bo x I a sa rnp linq 01 note, "om the librar y world. 

New Publi cations 

Th e Map Libra ry of the Universit y of 
Laval has recently begun publication of a 
bimonthly bull etin Cariologica whi ch in­
cludes accessions lists, and short articles 
and notices of particular relev ance for Can­
adian research . Issue number 4, March 1970, 
announced that the Map Division of the 
Public Archives in collaboration with the 
Association of Canadian Map Libraries is 
beginning production of a joint catalogue 
of maps published or prep ared since 1900 
and acquired by Canadian map libraries 
since January 1970. This Map Division is 
also preparing for the eventua l publication 
of old maps pertaining to Can ada and pro­
duced aft er 1600. Th ese projects reflect the 
effort of libr ari ans to improve bibliographic 
control of Can adian map collections. 

Th e Libra ry Association of Alberta has 
recently publ ished its first occasional paper 

Library Mana gement; papers pre­
sented a t a Workshop sponsored 
by the Library Association of Al­
bert a, March 15, 1969, Red Deer, 
Alberta . Edited by Gertrude C. 
Pomakac, 

Thi s series is expected to be a continuing 
one and will be chi efly concerne d with 
pro ceedings of Association sponsored work­
shops. Copies of this pap er, at $2.50 each, 
are avail able from 

Mr. Martin Foss, 
Director, Library Arts Program , 
Southern Alberta Institute of Tech ­

nology , 
1301 - 15 Avenu e N. W. 
Ca lgary 41, Albert a. 

Ca nadian Lundia has just issued a 
new bro chure Library Shel ving Systems by 

Canadian Lutul ia which illustrates in de­
tail practi cal and economical solu tions that 
can help librarian s cope with their vari ed 
storage problems; shelving for all typ es of 
mat eri als is covered. Free copies ar e avail­
able upon requ est from 

Canadian Lundia Limited , 
P. O. Box 1630,
 
New Leskeard, Ontario.
 

Nova Scotia Notes 

Regional libra ry service is stead ily in­
cre asin g throughout the province. 

In April 1970 the Muni cipality of 
the County of King Municipal 
Council voted to join the Annapo­
lis Valley Regional Library. 

With the purchase of a seco nd 
bookmobile the Eastern Counties 
Regional Library has been able to 
extend mobil e service to all areas 
of Richmond, Guysborough, and 
Invern ess Counties and to operat e 
both bookm obil es on four week 
schedules instead of the forrner six 
week schedules. 

Th e Districts of Argyl e and Barr ­
ington voted to join the W estern 
Counties Begional Library in 
March 1970. This regiona l library 
has also inau gura ted mobile lib ­
rary service in its area. 

Th e only areas of the province remaining 
without libra ry service are the Counties 
and town s of Queens and Lunenburg, the 
District of Shelburne and the Town of 
Clark 's Harbour. Requ ests for assistance in 
the organization of a region in Lunenburg 
has been received and work is being car­
ried on in this area . 
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The Halifax City Regional Library cut 
the ribbon on a new bookmobile trailer on 
February 11, 1970, to ma rk the beginning 
of se rvice in the annexed ar ea. Mobi le lib­
rary service via this book trailer ( capab le 
of carry ing ap prox ima tely 4,000 volumes ) 
will be used to determine the most suitable 
sites for bran ch libraries, 

SCHOOL OF LIBRARY SERVICE 
SUMMER COURSES 

During its summer term , Ju ly 2 - Au­
gus t 22, 1970, the School will be offering: 

LS 205 Adm inistra tion - Allan Mac ­
Donald, Librarian, Da lhou sie University 
Law Library. 

LS 208 Compara tive Librar ianship - Dr. 
R. Krzys, School of Library Service. 

LS 316 Childrens' Lit erature - Miss 
Diana Lembo, Visitin g Lecturer. 

Those interested in auditing one cou rse 
shou ld send inquires to 

Miss Shelagh Keene 
Ass't . to the Director 
School of Library Service 
Dalhousie University 
Hal ifax, Nova Scotia 

The Nova Scotia Provincial Library initi ­
a ted a newsl ett er The Dissem inator in 
February 1970. I ts purpose is to keep all 
regional library uni ts inform ed of new 
ideas, programs and development s in the 
system. To inform these libraries of refer ­
ence servi ces availab le from the Nova 
Scoti a Provincial Library a second news ­
Jeter The Referen ce Intercom also began 
publica tion in February . 

INSTITUTE ON THE HISTORY OF 

LIBRARY EDUCATION 

Place:	 Schoo l of Library Serv ice 
Da lhousie Univers ity, 
Ha lifax, Nova Scotia . 

T ime :	 Augu st 4 - 14, 1970 

Conduc ted by:	 Pau l A. Winckler. 
Visiting Professor of 
Library Service. 

Enrollment in the Institute is limit ed to
 
30 students.
 

For further details p lease writ e :
 

Miss Shelagh Keene,
 
Ass't , to the Director,
 
School of Library Service,
 
Dalhousie Universit y,
 
Ha lifax, Nova Scotia.
 

Dead lines for all ma teria l submitted to th is column are: 

Ma rch issue - January 15th. Sept ember issue - July 15th. 

Jun e issue - April 15th .	 December issue - Oc tob er 15th. 
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DALHOUSIE 
UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL 
OF 
LIBRARY 
SERVICE 

The School welcomed its first class in September , 1969 - th e 
achievement of a goal long sought by the Atlantic Provinces library 
profession. 

DEGREE	 Master of Library Service 

PROGRAM	 4-tenns, with alternate one-year, two -year, 
part-time schedules 

CURRICULUM	 Combination of professional and academic 
courses, supervised library work experience, 
individual research projects. 

Applications ar e now being received for the 1970/71 session. 
Since demand is exceeding the number of positions the School can 
offer inquiries should be made early, directed to: 

ASSOC. REGISTRAR 

Dalhousie University 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 
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RBS·44F 

EQUIPMENTSUPPLIES 
Accession books ; ad­ Catalogue cabinets; 

hesives , tapes; book shelvinz:0' chairs' , 
cards; shelf accessor­ tables ; desks plan 

ies; processing ma­ files; book trucks; 

terial; filing accessor­ filing equipment; 

ies; cataloguing ma­ duplicating equip­

terials ; labels; sta­ ment; carrels; dic­

tionery supplies ; en­ tionary stands; maga­

velopes; guides; Art zine racks; work­

Reproductions, etc. room furniture. 

AUDIO· VISUAL 
Projectors; Overhead 
and Opaque project­
ors ; film strip View­
ers; Proj ecti on 
screens; Film hand­
ling and storage 
equipment; Records; 
Record s tor age 
Equipment; Films, 
Tapes and Tape Re­
cordings. 

WRITE FOR THE MOST COMPLETE LIBRARY SUPPLY CATALOGUE 

LOWE-~/IAR~rIN LIllRARY SlJPPLIES 
Head Office and Plant
 

363 COVENTRY ROAD, OTTAWA 7, ONTARIO - (613) 745-7009
 

Branch Offices: Toronto - Montreal
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Bookbinders 

K & W ENTERPRISES LIMITED 
LIVERPOOL, NOVA SCOTIA 

BINDING SPECIALISTSGENERAL OFFICE 
LI V ER POO L. N. 5 . 

P. O. BOX 12 53 QUALITY WORK TO MEET 
T EL. 3 54·578 1 

TH E STANDARDS OF 

MARITIM E LIBRARIESMEMBER OF A.P.E.C. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
to 

ANY MAGAZINE OR JOURNAL 

for you or your Library 

Autom atic Renewal if des ired 

- - e -

THE DAVIS AGENCY 
5183 Sackville st., 

Halifax. Nova Scotia . 

423-9125 423-9126 

- - e -- ­

A Maritime Comp an y
 

serv ing the Atlantic Provinces
 

for a quarte r of a cen tury
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Book Distribution 
Bro-Dart supplies books of all publishers for every reading level along with varying degrees of processing. 

Leased Books 
With Bro-Dart's McNaughton Plan of leased recreational reading, libraries can contract for new titles-at 
times of peak demand-and excess copies can be returned when the demand diminishes. 

New and Current Books: 
An Expansion of the Books - for - Publication - Date Shelving Program.
 
Provides new popular fiction and non-fiction by publication date. Also makes available a continually up­

dated index of books featured during the five previous months for libraries wishing to wait for revisions
 
or to promptly acquire new books they may have missed.
 

Books-Coming-into-Print 
A computer-operated advance notification and acquisition program-allows your library to profile its needs 
in specific disciplines. Gives you notification, approval or automatic shipment of books and continuations. 

Used Books 
Through its Tartan service Bro-Dart provides current used books returned in its leased book program in 
excellent condition. Jacketed in Plasti-Klcer book jacket covers, they arc available at prices up to 90% 
off list . 

Cataloging and Processing 
Bro-Dart's Alanar Book Processing Center has cataloged and processed more than 12 million books for 
over 10 thousand libraries. The service is available on either a temporary or long term basis. 

Cards with Books 
Eliminates delay in securing library of Congress catalog cards and the high cost of subsequent matching 
with books. 

Circulation Control Systems 
Economical solutions for all circulation control problems from simple hand -charging to systems requiring 
computer input. 

Audio Visual 
Selected by art experts, Bro-Dart provides cataloged and processed color prints of famous paintings. Avail­
able framed or unframed. Each print has an authoritative, illustrated commentary mounted on its back, 
Also, " lendable" film strip projectors; rear projection screens; storage equipment; much, much more. 

Book Catalog 
Bro-Dart's extensive, existing computer programming saves libraries the heavy investment of preparing 
their own individual programs. Unique, practical updating system. 

Library Furniture 
Bra-Dart manufactures and supplies complete ranges of library furniture in styles to complement any 
budget and decor . 

Library Supplies 
Every kind of supply imaginable for efficient library management to help a librarian acquire, catalog, 
process, shelve, circulate, and repair books and periodicals. ~ 

Eastern Division: 6 Edmondson Street, Brantford, Ontario
 
Western Division: 200 Donaghy Ave., North Vancouver, British Columbia
 

APLA-860 
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While You Can't Judge A 
Book By Its Cover.. . You 
Certainly Can Judge A 
Library By Its Equipment! 

BOOK STACKS 

COUNTER HEIGHT REFERENCE STACKS 

DISPLAY AND STORAGE UNITS 

CHARGE DESKS
 

CARD CATALOGUE CASES
 

LIBRARY FURNITURE
 

SPACE PLANNING & DESIGN SERVICE
 

Have You A Library Equipment Problem? 

Better Book Seaman-Cross Now! Today! 

-­ 0... SEAMAN-CROSS LIMITED TRADE MART. SCOTIA SQUARE 

o HALIFAX. N. 5. 

o TELEPHONE 429-9230 






