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A VYiord From the President

Our editor has displayed her accustomed resourcefulness ier ‘tAtroductng
new voices into the Bulletin this month. Reports from our Vice Presidentsa
meke this a special and representstive Chrlstmae-number. 73§§

\ .

1942 hes been a hard year - one of anxiety‘aﬁa increased responsibilities.‘

The war has brought untold suffering in Russie and England snd Chine and to
the conquered countries of Europe, In comparison our lot has been easy and our
sacrifices few, At present the hopeful news from North Africa and from Russia
gives us new hope. /e can ell sppreciate President Roosevelt's messerse that in
this war "Books are weapons", If 1942 has scen the "beginning of the end",
let us hope that 1943 will bring us victory with a wise end just peace, Hean-
while, here is another Christmas, and for itthere is the old but sape adviee
of Thomas Tusser:

"At Christmas play end make good cheer,

For Christmas comes but once a yeer,"

iiarion Gilroy

Bethlehem Town

There burns e star o'er Bethlehem town —-
See, 0 my eyes,
And clorlously it beameth down
Upon a Virgin usothey meek
And Him whom solemn legl seek;
Burn on, 0 star, and be the lizht
To guide us 811 to Him this night,
There is a ery in Bethlehem towm e-
Hark, O my soul,

'Tis of the Babe that wears the crown;
It telleth us thet man is free —
Thet He redeemcth all and me;

The night is sped - behold the morn -
Sing;, O my soul, the Christ is born.

Fugene Field
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Library ictivities in New DromswieX, 1942,
by
s, B, I, wioore, Vice President for N,B.

At the request of the Editor, I submit a summary of a report received from
various librarians.

Clifton Public¢c Library, ..iss. L.K, .:atthew, Librerian, reports that as there
are a great many children of school ave in the community special effort is bein~ made in
developing the Junior department. A few educational vames were provided for the youns ..
people, & separate catalogue was made, and new book shielves were donated. The Library is
open on Saturday afternoons for the exchan:e of books,

The Dalhousie Public Library w:.s opened in 1933 throu h the in-emnuity and
perceverance of & mumber of intercsted citizens who felt that & public library could be
of great benefit in a small town and of especial assistance to the school children, while
at the same time it would &ncoura-e 2 love of _.ood rcadin~ smont the people, Stsrting
without endowment of any kind, but with thc¢ .oodwill and -enerosity of intercsted well
wishers, eager to assist, it has rown and is an asset to the community. Hundreds of
books were donated and the best kept, so that now there are well over twenty-five
hundred good books. Books for the Junior Department were gelected with care Miss E,
..att, a Librarian in the siontreal Hi-h Schoel, kindly assisted in this important work,
The upkeep is obtained by Assceietion dues from the different nrranizations of the towm
vhe paid $12.00 each, entitlin; them to four votes ¢t the enmial meetino, with its
election »f officers. individuesl dues are 1,00, zdult membership fees 25¢ and juvenile
104 per year, The librarian's wcrk is voluntery. ..embership in the B-ok of the ‘.onth
Club and subseriptions to four leadin: megezines with 2 contimial supply of recent books
cf note, brth fact and fiction keep e continually crowinc interest, A teecher whs is a
.aenber of the Book Selecticn Committee, has the privileze of chensing suitable and
necessary books for the schnol as part »f the wmonthly purchases., The Tnternetisnel
Paper Co., very kindly fornished shelves, supplies cte, ~ratis., The first President
and creonizer, wr., J.A. ceclonald of coneton has besn overseas £or the past twe and &
heli years, and the first Secretery, .r. Lloyd Jones, is & Flisht Coumander with the
R, C. A, F, nrs, J.A., macDonaeld very kindly reported for the Library,

Ve

From Fredericton, we heve three reports., :.iss D, Harper of the Legislative
Librery reports that the past year hos witnessed a merked increase in the mumber of 7
persons nmeking use of the librery, end & rether amazins turnover ver person, The
interest of children and teen &7¢ young people hes been very ncticeeble, and she thi nks
somc zood has been done in this iwpcrtant dircction, as she sees the ysun-sters proo-
ressing from the simpler books to cthers more worth while, The referance end technicel
bocks have been made zood use of by the army end Air Forece for their elassges,

The Rev., D.8, (illis, Librzrien of St., Dunstan's Library, reports that
during the past year extensive renovations were made, the books clessified end seversl
new volumes added, Of these, some were donctioms, others were purchased, The Librery
is oven on Sunday to adults &nd on Fridsy cofternoon to the children; it is & Free
Public Library elthough thc patrons ere, for the most part, members of St.lunsten's
Paerish, The Librery Boerd consists of seven members, of which Rev, F ather 7illis is
Cheirman, Jas, A, Hughes Secretary, .iss ii0lly Barry, Librarien. O0f the £,000 volumes
in this library many ere of encient ori-in ¢nd of gsreat velue, The.circulation was
&, proximately 1800, There ere 150 peatrons. .n the Library are presentation copies
from writerz who were formerly patrons - Rev, W.P. Stockley of Ireland, the first
Librariesn in 1897, cuthor of severzl works on Shekespeare, and .:iss .ary JIrennen,
rriter of children's stories and et present with the C. B. C. in Toronte. 4s the
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interest in readin- is steadily srowin:, especially smon~ the youn. people, it is hoped
that there will be an expansion of the activities durin¢ the comin. year.

urs. =,J. Thompson, Librerian of the University of New Brunswick, sent in

the following - With the exception of holidays and Sunday nornincs, the librery has been
open every doy from ..ondey to Fridey from 9-30 A,'i, to 9 P, .., on Seturday from 9-30 to
12-30, and on Saturday and Sundey afternoons durin~ exemination time. The staff is
composed of one trained librerian and five student helpers. The mmber of volumes in
the Library hns been roughly estimeted as 30,000, There are = >rent many books to be
catelogued., The Library conteins many old, rare veluable books, end speciel collections
ecquired by g¢ift. The former librarien, wiss Sterlin-, did sn eaezin: emount of work in
orzanizing the library, but it was beyond the physical capsbilities of any one person,
o natter how willing and devoted to the task, Last yeazr the circulation wes 3,271
bocks, In October 1941 the circuletion was 355, in October 1942, 511. The increase
tempo of college 1life is felt, The Collecticn cof bocks belonsin- to the York Sunbu ry
Historicel 8ociety is housed here. This contains rare end valuable histrrical backs
and dccuments. '

This library belongs tc one of the cldest universities in Csnade, It has
treasures ' s yet unexplored. Were it to be fully cetalcrued and srticles written about
the different rarities end cclleetions, we misht, like the man with the better mouse trap,
find the world beating a path to our deor. Or, if nct the world, et leest some ~f the
schelerly world,

From Sackville, iiiss W, Snider, Librarian of .ount Allison :‘emrrisl Library,
reports that the war has wrought = chance in the kind of use which is bein:- made ~f the
Library. The mmber ~f people usinz the library for serious study has increased. The
circulation of recreational books has decreaszd. This is cf course inevitable with e
public which is composed largely of students c¢nr-lled in C. O. T. C., U. T. A. C .,
first aid, home mrsing end war work ~enecrally. The clesses of Air Force radio tech-
nicians strain the reading room space to capacity. Two important bequests were received
from friends of the library. :r. B. Eaton Paterson on his death added larcely to a fund
8lready established in memory of his wife., Ir. 35.W. Hunton, one of the earliest
librarians of .ount Allison and professor of aathematics at the university for fifty
years, on hi: death bequeathed hig entire mathematical librery to :ount Allison., A
nicrofilm Reeder was presented by Ir. F.C. Archibald, the d~nor of the .;ary iellish
Archibald kemorlal collection in the library.

The .ount Allison Acadeny is bevinnin~s to build up a library of its owm.
The books which are placed in their readin: room are of course a part of the .nunt
Allison Jdemorial Library and are purchased, catalc:ued, and cared for as such, Some of
the books in this collection remein there permanently, while others are borrowed for a
period ~f a month end then exchanged,

xiise F, Tilley reporting for the I.0.L.E, Boys and 7irls Library. This is

a joint underteking by the Lord Sackville Librery end ..ount Allison University. The
Library is housed in the University Library Building and administered by & member of

the siount Allison staff. It is open ~n S eturdsy morninss and free tc ell Seckville
children. The attendance and circulaticn of books have been inereasin; steadily..

Jock tali's and story-telling :n the four schools cre always successful in brinsing the

ildren ‘o the library and in bringing the tcachers and librarian closer tocether,
1:+ hers v .e the books and materisl as supplcmentary reaaln* for social studies and are

By T e et i caadr A1 e . N A e T ,‘ .
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Educational Seeretsry ~f the I,0.[,E,, znd the librerien., This is ~us ~f th= fur
libreries in Canede to have a Children's ‘nterneti~nal wind Alesve, sp-mns-red by the
Carnegle Endowment for Internaticnal Peace. Aleove bucks heve bezn added several times
cach year for the past few yeers. As they ere colorful, infermative and populer they
fill the requests >f children for "st-ries abrut cther children". By readin- bncks of
this type the ycung reader learns that children 21l sver the w'rld w rk and play im
very much the same way, althnugh they nay wear different clothes #nd apeak strﬁnv
langueges.

Miss Rei.A. Veachan, Librarian of the Scimt John F ree Public Library, semt
in the following:- '"lthen the war broke cut we opened sur Library to the nen f the
Armed Forces and their families. Since the sumzer of this year we have been sending
bocks to the R, C, A, F. at Pennfield Air S toticn. As a rule we have 40 to 50 books at
the base for distribution asong the men - the officers have 2 Library »f their own, The
b~cks we lend are chosen and enllected by one »f the officers in charcre vhe ouarantees
their safe return.

Ancnz the umusual robloms we have hed to feee thig year ere the veri»us
aspects of the Air Raid Preceutions: irreplaccble material hasg been moved to safety in
the veult; the Library and contents have been eovered by War Risk “nsurance; the
nunber »f becks in the Library has been checked; preparsticns have becn itade -r blaeke
suts; the room beneath the stack has been requested cg an aire-raid shelter by the
Business Collere nearby; end the Library hes elsc been selected as an evercuaticn aree
by Civil Defence Coumittee, We received & special book-case 28 a memoricl to the late
Dr. H.S. Bfidges,; purchaged from a .enoriasl F und of the Teacher's Assnceiastion, The
gift also ineluded a guarantee ~f (25,00 w~rth of broks each yeer t~ help fill the case,
tir. A", Truerzan, Superintendent of Schocls in the eity, has been opp-inted t-~ the Brard
of Crmuissi~ners, This epp-intment uckes an inmportent link between the twe wuein
cducati~nal institutions, the Library end the Sehcol, is far es readihe intcrssts ere
concerned, we find mon-fiction is more popular then formerly. Fer the first time hist-ry
has has the largest cireulation, dis-lacin- bi~rraphy, the usuel leeder in non-ficti~n,
liar activities have reduced thz circuletion statistics c-nsiderably, tut we find an
upward trend at present.

iilss G.E, Starrett, repcrts for the L,P, Fisher Publie Library, "ondst-ek,
The Story Hour was carried on each Saturday asrninz durinr Jemary, Februaery ond .erch,
On twe mornings pupils fr-m Woodstock Hich School were in cherve, and seversl »f them
showed marked sbility for story tellinr. 4 collection of Indien relies has been arrenrec
in the library. These implements worc plou~hed up on & faru neer our town, and have . ‘
arrused interest in the history of our .ndien ;eriod, Our Brok Club enj~yed its usual
populerity. The membership fee is {1,50, 2nd books purchased end read by members are
efterwards placed on the shelves for goneral circuletion, The "Friends of the Library®
Assceiation has been active and has eontributed funds £ar beok buying ond for bonk and
megazine binding. With o susll noembership fee, this assccieticn ineludes neny ~f our
book borrowers and has siven then & greater interest in the library., As tro-thirds ~f sur
bocks are mmn-ficticn, ineludine reference, we supplement the work ~f our publir schorle
and Vocational Sch-ol.

The Librarian of Saint Joseph's University, ..r. Rene Baudry, re:~rts:-
/Seint Joseph's University library couprises abrut 15,000 volumes, whieh are housed in e
/" spacious fire-proof hell. 7necluded in these volumes is & lir-e eclleetisn of works
// desling with the history »f Cannde cnd Aczdia, The literary ond cducati~nal scctions
which were destroyed in the disastrous fire of 1933 are bein~ replemished sraduslly,
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A speclal literuzry departient for the use of younger students contrins clrerdy abeut
2000 volumes. The librery has been enriched with the edditicn of a few hundred reeent
werks either boursht or exchanced. It has likewise received three insertent donatisuas
the manuscripts of the late .r. Placide uesudet, Acadian srehivist end senealc -ist, pre-
sented by his deushter; the extecnsive librery -f Rev., J-sevsh Fiset, f~rier profess-r
of philosophy and sclences et the University; a lar e wmmber of serl-dicels, ineludiws
twe importent co-llections of Acedicn Journsls, presentad by iir, Heary P, Leblane, ~f
sloncton. The library is wsed espceiully by the students ond the pr-fess-rs of the
University but is algo consulted by sn increasin~ muaber of pers~ns fr-m ~utside the
University. Last summer, during the course ~f poede ngy -iven et the University, 2 pesding
roon wes ~rganized for the speciel use --f the public-sch:inl teachers, cnd a :~cd eole
lection of works on pedezogy wes rut at their disp-sition. Owin~ t~ the frect thet we
have mnt yet & permanent librarian the tesk of classificeti~n sdvonces but slowly, We
intend in the nesr future to ~pen a resdin. rocu in order to feellitcte the work nf the
students,

The Silver Jubilee Rural Public Library st Honewell Cepe has laboured under
difficulties owing to the illness of .r. J,A. Drummond, its founder and librarian,
although {irs., Drummond has carried on the work until recently., At present sir. Ernsst
Wallace, an English wer veteran, is helpins., The library is open on Wednesdey amd
Saturdey evenings. Several .ifts of books and & cash donation from Lord Benmnett for
the installation of electricity and « new heatin: system are reperted., The branch
libraries are functioning es usuel and & rood averzze of the readers are enjoyinz the
beoks in the mein library at Hopewell,

.rs, Hazel S, ..eClelland, Convenor ~f the S usser Library spnnscred by the
Viomen's Institute, reports that they heve had a busy =znd profitable year, The Town
grant is $100,00 per yeer and other reveme is received from the rental of - new fietion
end the sale at five cents esaeh of books beyond repair. Cerds are issued to the wives
of soldiers., One hundred books of the latest ficticn &and fifty cthers including some
on the required reading list »f the Hish School were purchesed. The Library is opem ~°n
iwoncay and Friday aftcrncons from two to five, All the werk is veoluntery,

In the Yoncton Public Librery there has been en inerezse in the eirculation
of juvenile beoks ond more reference materiel used by the youn~ students, The Moneton
Viomen's University Club presented their readin- club books, & splendid e-lleetinn of
ebout forty volumes, and in addition to this anmeal «ift e ~ener-u8 cheque ¢f :77,00 for
books. These wifts were zreetly appreciated, Privileces »f brrrewin- br~ks fronm the
Library were extended to the men in the services end their frriliés, 2nd many have teken
adventage ~f the offer. Books 7n loan from the Eduecaticnel Branech »f the Censdion
Legion War Services, about 200 in the collection, are nveileble t~» the men, Newcomers
constantly seek information of a lncsl nature, such adviee enncernin:s trips t-~ teke,
peints of interest tc see, concerts to sttend. Throuth these eontrets we have met some
interesting young men, ineludin> the s>n of A.H. Sutherland, suthor ~f "Arches ~f the
Yecar" znd ~ther bo-ks; Bagil Rathbone's son, and nther youn: lads rho ere ~ivin~ up &»
much that we way enjoy free books, the ri~ht to read »het we wish, «nd the freedom we
enjoy.

I regret that nc report was received from the ot, Crsoix Community Library
in St, Stephen, 2s this Library presents 2 splendid exemple of e~operstion belween not
only tw»s tovms, St. Stephen and Cakis, .:aine, but two ecuntries, Csnade £nd the United
States,

It is gratifying to note that there is @ ‘recter demand for ~o0od literature
for the young people and thdt more are usin: the Libraries, due tc the new curriculum
in the schools.
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I wiuld be zled if this review ~f ~ur library zetivities emc-urac-ed the
librerians end friends of the library to cooperate in the improvement »f Librery Servwiee,
so that the entire Province msy have an adequate systen ﬂf Rerinnel Librecries, similer
to that now in operetion in Prince Edward . sland.

I wish to extend my thenks to all those who submittsd sueh splandid renszdas,

Librery Interests ir Nova Scotie, 1942
by ‘
Evelyn Campbell
Viee-President ~f the w,L,A. for Nova Scrtie

Although Nova Sactie had a free educaticn Act as early as 1878, this
Province has never hed an adequate Public Librery System. Not a2t any peri~d »f hist-ory
hes it been sc necessery to provide broks for ecomplete educati~n, At 2 time when sc many
have opinions but n: ¢onvietlons, vhen even the wost thoudhtful observer ~f current
-events cennot see clearly the development -f the future °nd rhen there are ever those,
whe, with the insidious poimon of false velues end distrrted hopes ~f the pest, wish to
obstruet the chenges that must come to insure » better world, the best borks by the best
minds sh-uld be available to all,

In 1917, Lord Heldane, dis:ayed by tis# evidence »f the illiteracy in the
British Army, made a survey and pcinted out the eppallincly low level ~f edueation among
service men., When it wes ascerteined thet the ordinnry civilien hed a eorreso-ndine leck,
rn adult education program was put inte effeet in Great Britain &nd £ eompletce system of
public libraries was organi zed,

It is not too much to expect that somethin: similar night be drne in N-va
Scotia, W%hile a Reginonal Library Systez has been temporarily put into the beckoround
since the outbresk of war, the ides is beine kept clive, end the adventeres ~f libraeries
are being brousht home to the penrple, by displeys of books, discussins #nd meetlnvs 1n
those sections most eag er for adult eduectinn freilities.

The most significant librsry development in Nove Se-tia within the last
three years, has heen the establishi:ent ~f the6omedinn Lezion War Services Libreries
under the direction of .iss Nora Batesonm. .t is hoped thet this library service will be
financed as e resuler war depertment under the Depertment ~f Nati~nel Defcnee, The exeel-
lent wark it is now doing would be immcasurably inerecsed. The Wer S ¢rviee Library hag
in its collection the most iuportant end the mest cutstendin: bocks published todey,
There is mich talk about winnins the peace as well es winninc the war, tut we cann~t wid
the peace if we do not provide educaticnel facilities for 2illions ~f our men in the
services, The Canédien Legion War Serviecas Library is dninc & mecnificent piece of work
under great Giffisulties., Kot only is the aid they -ive now important, tut they are
esteblishing a foundation fof fiture librery development.

Changes have come to the University Librories durin- wer time, The
wacDonald Library at Dellousie University rckes its erlleeti-n availsble to the sebviee
men, provided they are reecumended by scne one affilieted with the University., The
Librer y is used a grect desl for reading end reference work by men ~f the ermed forees,
apert from the b*rrowing. The Library of the University - f Kincts Collece is carryinc on
its remuler wcrk, despite the fact thet the University hes beem requisitirned for navel uase,
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Both these libruries es~perate t° the fullest extent with the Ceonedien
Lezlsn Wer Services Library, su plyins requested brks; =8 d».the Delh-usieMedicel
Library apd-the Provinetsl-Setence Library, o

The D:rtuonth Readins Rorm is mow situated in the St.Peter's Perish Hell,
The former qucrters, on the 3rd floor of the Post Offiee, hove been token nver for
Governnent Offices.- 'The new locatinrn is o re centrzl, The town ~f Darta~uth has er~wn
tremendously in the lust threc years and the Reedinc Ro-m hss contributed much tn the
reading interests ~f the people. 1t is inde2d the besinnin: ~f & rmch -re:ter librery
cevelopment.

This is 2 technieal cge znd the interest in science and technrle-y demends
gore and nmore books for resesrch snd reference, The joint Provineiel Seience Libreory
and Librery of the Neve Se-tian Institute ~f Jelence i3 & free public librery znd offers
its rescurces to the people of Nova Seotia., The ecllection ~f the Nove Seoticn Institute
of Science, consisting cf Jeurnals, Proceedines and Tremsactions ~f seientific soeieties
of all countries in the world, is =n extre.iely valucble nne. It 18 expected thet mrre
use will be mede of this in future, The Scisnce Library plsys & susll but irmportent
part in the readiny interests of the peocple ~f Nove Sectia,

Net what we have, but whet we h3pe and exnect t~ heve in librery facilities
has been the keynrte of these remerks, WNova Scotie has contributed much to» the civiliz-
at:on of this continent, end T wu sure that we are not ~~ing to nelect ~ur ~wn cducat-
ional future, Like the 8th Aruy in Erypt, when we start ve shell. go places.

+

Prince Edwerd lslend Libraries, 1942
by
iiss Lorothy Cullen, Acfing Librarian

The outstandinz bit of news from the Prince Fdwerd Island Libreries is that .
the librerian, ur, H,B. Chandler, has becn grented e lesve of absence to enter the
Personnel Selection Service of the Army., For the duration, then, our steff consists of
wiss Crace Campbell, B,A., :..igs Ella . acPhersou, & new member, .iss “enevieve Solcuon,
formerly librarien of the Georgetown branch, #nd .iss Dorothy Cullen as sctin-’ librarian.

Libreries in Prince Edward Islend sre merchin~ elons ¢t about the s-me pace
as formerly, Over 4000 new books have neen purchosed in 1942 with the emphasis at present
beirg on replaceuents of children's books end adult fietion, The inereasin: mumber of
~worn end soiled books, vhich we enll "derelicts", is beerminr difficult for our small.
heedouarters steff t- handle, \lie have had 400 baoks rebound durinc the yeesr, but meny
more are waiting to be mended,

In the post few months it hes been necessary t» et new cystodians for
several of the branches. We find that this hes & tendency to reterd library ectivity in
thnse centres for & time, urniid the new pers:n beccmes familiar with the be~k erlleebion
and librery routine,

Circulation for 1942 is venerclly slishtly lower then thet ~f 1941, The
Cherlottetowm Publie Library still contributes neerly a third of the tetel eirculstion
each month, The libraries =t the R,A.F, ¢nd R,C,A.F, statinns nre beinc used u-re and-
more; and we have lately pleced o small colleecti~n of bocks inm the R,C, N, VU.E, barranks,
from which we expect good reports,
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cut ut geveral mimen —opned lists ~f new brcoksy end durins the winter of 1941-42 ~ave
ur usual bo-k rcwiewg over radio steti-n CPCY.

ir the off<rt + .couaint renders @ith the borks in the librery, ws have
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- siss Jesn 111, Vice-Pressuwnt £or P,&8, 0. ond Litrerian ~f the P .7, 1,
Legislative and Publie Librery wr-tz late in Oetober:- At the monent we ore busy cettin-
ready for Brook Week., e plen on & short radis telk follewed by ¢ b~k quiz, and then cur
usuel dioplay of children's b ks, posters and bask sorks, e will heve cur story telline
hour followed by film glides. Just how wuch of this 7ill naterlelize is hard to say,
but we hope to bhe sble ts follow this pro.re.ane as elosgely es possible,

e R e ————— ¢ ——— : ————

STNCE YOU aAcKil ME —-

“ith places os rell e ne~ple, first expectatirng ere seldem fulfilled,
suppnse the wrrly settlers in Canade suffered some pretty severe shocks ~n thelr arrivel
in this Prouiskd Land; end ('ve nc doubt thet scme ~f their descendents tre sven now
exreriencing equally rude cwrkenings ~n their return to the 01d C runtry by invitation of
the Axis., w=o it was that I ton, trevellin: with se moeny ~thers, found thet iost things
in Ccnade were other than as we hed ontieciprtad, in this sart of the Dorminion at least,
Hollywsrd cowboys ¢ not shoat up tein Street by dey and render hideous the ni~ht with
hill-billies; our .ain Street holds mthiny wore save e then hired ..ezeppes in taxieabs
and szall boys on eoasters, ond -ur nlhts are breoken not by the cell of the cayote but
by pleintive bovine eries from freight trains at the dewct., Ve have no rellin zrairies,
but & very nice line in well-kept city lawns; the highest peek in si ht is the tower of
the ihoman Cathnlie Cathedrel; and if in winter we de achieve snmethin- like the frogzen
vnetes »f fictinn, there cre slways the li~hts of Jcorrels "rill ¢nd &n oceasionsl stirrup
yunp to remind us that here too c.an heg left his civilisin~ touch,

Likewise with libraries. Owin. o & possibly unfortunete upbrincein: cn a
heady dict ~f American professicnsl literature, &nd & not very clear acqueintance with
the forty-ninth parsllel, I ennfess that I came t> Crnade with rather erronsrus expectoti~ns
~f the kind ~f librery ~onditi-ns | mi-ht find here, [ have n~w been in Canede f-r ebout
ten nmonths, during which time [ have hed ecntéaet “r evmmunienticn with several librariens
in <r cut ¢f the waritimes. One &nd 1l (with the exception of -ne pror -entlemen who
eruldr't read ny writing) heve shovm e unfsiling crurtesy £nd kindness, end in this ime
mediet > locelity i have been iapressed by the spirit and sincerity with which they are
nondling & somewhat thankless tesk; but, ot the risk »f seeiinc to bite the hand that fed
ae, L must adnit to a humble cpinicn thet the ernditions of library pre-rass and presti-e
in the weritime Provinces are cs yet far fron satisfretrry.

Perhaps 1 mey be c.nd-ned in uy severity if 1 sey scmethine abrut uy ovm
~ricin, I wes in feet before the wer o unanbor T the steff of one of Britain's lar~est
Cruntry Library systens; nperatine in an urban area ~n the -sutskirts »~f Londen, 2and
covering 2 region of ebout half the size of Wostworland County., That asres, in eoapsrison
with the gpaciousness of New Brunswick, ney scen very saell beer to y-~u; but in thet arer
we had 2 gystaen of fifteen whole tiue brench libraries, fifty-five suell librery centres
and tws hundred schocl libraries, 1 wes not a picncer in this novement end | wruld teke
ne credit for it. Frenkly I feel that we eould heve done cnd shell 8- wuch better, con-
sidering the meens at ocur disp~sal. For, shotever our individual ecomplieints wmisht have
been sbout cur shortecmings and handiecops, the nsin root and ceuse ~f this coaperetive
success ley in the fact thot in ¥n-land the publie is librery-conseisus, Can the same be
sric of the public of New Brunswick sand of Nova Ccotie? 7 toke lasve te drubt it,
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Canade - parden me if _ appear to patronise - is as yet e youn~ country, ort
yet, I think, fully aware of a national end a ecivic responsibility; »r rerheps . should
generalise no ferther thean the uaritimes cf which alone 7 hove personcl knowlaed:e, In
the sphere of education perticularly, it sdens t- me, thers 1s e spirit nf leissez-faire
which hardly mekes for unifrmity of prosress; and the provisich ~f ¢ finencielly sound
library service, whieh in Enslond is tied u; naturzlly with educeti-nel freilities, decs
not appear to receive anything like reascmneble consideratism, [ have sern the library
shelves spasmodicelly raided by the local Hih Schcol children in quest of bocks vhich
they have been told to read, The stme .authcority which is responsible for this systea of
comrulsory reading apparently does not concern itself ss to whether the publie library
has sufficient funds to provide the borks it preseribes, =nd the librery has recourse ~nly
tc the peculiar rescurces of the pay-shelf and fines enlleected in »rder to pay for hew
bocks &nd replacements. I concede that there is 2n inecme frem City funds, end ther ere
ccecasionel donations in kind or cash; but this 1s manifestly n-t en~uh either to previde
the necessary additions »r to keecp the existin~ stock in ooo2d repeir,

To my perheps fastidicus mind this is = shemeful thin.. It is none the less
perfidious beecsuse, in apite of the drasbecks - under-n-urished an¢ ine-mplete book
stcck, the librery of which T spesk is well used by its publie :nd =fficiently menszed by
its staff, That, I believe, reflects credit upon the staff cnd questisn upon the elity
which lets such things be in = rejutcdly educnted comminity. 't prompts we to 2gk, speokins
for myself, what is wrons with 2 public mentelity which gprnsors & Nationel Newsboys' Lay
but has never thousht of a Natinnel Librery ‘/eek, te doys ©»r the Ercwnies tut never a
tag fer the Library, =nd - leucdable end esscentisl th~u h it be - a willion d-1llars for
Victory but sc very few for the kn~wled ¢ which will ive us victery in peace as well es
in war. I repeat, this is ncot a aatter for stoisfecti~n; end . have saicd this :ueh b-ldly,
knowing thet most of my readers, as librariens, will reeo:nisc this o8 painfully es I ¢o
nyself,

As [ write this brief Jerenied | eu l-kin~ forwerd with eonsiderable
intercst t~ reedins the repert, which [ understznd .rs., .~ore isg gzreverin- for this ismue
of your Bulletin, on the prco.ress of New Brunswick libr:ries in the past year. . hsve
reed siss Bateson's very thoroush survey »~f libreries in Nove Secotia, end shculd like to
see the same sort of investipatinn carried out in this Peavince. But sueh & survey is enly
useful, surely, if it e~ntributes to sreater co-operetion between the libreries surveyed;
and this is a subject cn which my hopes are hih but my knowled-e limited. ¥ will, theree
fcre, presune no further than to say that in 2 coumunity of enolleeticn of crurmnities vhere
nublic appreciati-sn is scanty, it is wmcre than ever important thet iibrerians should te
ready to pool their peclicies and shere their proiress. 4nd thet, it must be self-evidemt,
is the wmain task of cpy Library Asscciati-n, On that basis qany thin:s ere inssible.
do not sonsider it imjossible or undesirable theat there sh-uld coine into> Fein- 2 unicn
cetelogue of non~-fietion works in New Brunswick libraries and a frec exchanve -f book
requests and fulfilments by weil., 1§ do e-nsider it feesible thet smell libreries im ~ut-
lying cdistricts should be fcstered end fed by those in uore prpuler eress. =~ ¢o helieve
. that in villages where libreries dc not end cannct exist, there ney ceecasi-nelly be f~und
some responsible habitant to teke ecre of € =a2ll supply ~f broks f2r his nei hbcurs.-
the "berrower-lender" prineiple as practised in soue Enclish rural areas (vhich we stllld
heve in Ensland!). And is it not 2lso zossible and desirsble t- ineururrte snd acintein
en Aggressive publieity policy in the Provineclal press? .f every libririen reader o7 this
bulletin were t- undertake to b~mberd the necrest newspaper durin’, say, the first f-rte
night of the New Year, with cclupns, sketches and shetehave-y us of 7 pular librery inter-
est, is it not conceivable that some ~f this seed vuld f2ll cn profitsble -round? But
please, no more lists ~f new slditicns and kind donati-ns!
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I kaow taey have to be done to attract the moth and s pemssc the tizers—dbut im Wis
case let it be rather of tke Cindercllas of your stock that you will spesk - the old
and tried if you like, the books of all time rather than the Book of the D ime~e-Day
Puok Club., HKaybe I'm eiming too high; maybe you haven't such books in your librery;

~ then you'll just have to write about what you heve - because I think you csn be sure

that if you don't talk sbout what you have, people will mever be sufficiently
interested to give you what you want. Anyhow, that!'s my story. - and thenk you for
listening. ’

H . J. iﬂeddn

—_— —— B

The Childrents hoom., Saint John Free Public Library.

In the Northwest corner of the Free Public Library is the Childrens' Foem. Foup
large windown give a wide outlook on the historiec "Fort Howe" and admit & wealth of sun-
shine - beneficial not only to the children but clso to the flowers 2nd ferns whieh rive
the room z friendly atmosphere., This reerestionsl Reading Room for children was one of
the first in Canads to have its ovn Librerian, hours, end book ecollection - absolutely
sepsrate from the other departments of the Librery, The room is open every afternoom
from one to six ot'clock and from ten to six o'elock on schoocl holideys and S aturdsys.

It is regarded by the children of pre-schocl ege, and others up tec fourtcen years, &s
absclutely their own, The ycungest members are very proud ~f heving librsry ccrds &nd
often do their own book choosing, though they sometimes ask for a "Book my Grandusther
would like to read me", A Doll's House in the design of & modern cottaze, construeted,
furnished end presented by a "zrandmother", is exeecdingly attractive to all ares,
Another feature »f interest, especially t+ visiting librariens, is a mep of Fairyland
placed on one of the tebles, under zlass, showinz the location cf the mythicel chareeters
from classicel times to Mother Goose, Attractive pictures, all of them donatirons,
decorate the walls, For the information as well as for the delitht ~f the children,
special days end seasons are marked by specisl deecorations, A Story Hour is condueted
under the direction of e Gommittee wheo invite quealified citizens tc speak to the childrenm
on Saturday mornings., York is done in connceti~n with schorls, providing teechers and
pupils with the needed reference material, o ometimes broks ere lent to the teacher for
reeding in class, Picturce illustreting the required subjects are available for use
either in classroon or library. New books are earerly r ad, thcush the unerring judgment
of chilghood still cells for the favourites of all time, Although the children ssem to
understand that in the stcries of sll countriecs they are seeins the world of yesterday,
their sublime feith welcomes clike the Post, the Present and the Future,

Annedbell P, Dcle

Childrens' Librarian

— e e e e e ——

Notes and Personsls

On Nov. 3 wiss Eleanor Jern Mott of this city, a graduate of ichaster and B,L,S;
from the University of Toronte, was married to Everard Stuart ¥,Y. Taylor of Toronte in
the Parkdale Beptist Church, Teronto,

The Saint John Branch »f the #4,L,I. held its openiny meeting at the h-ome of iiiss
Alice Rainnie, Sewell St. on Tuescay, Noveuber 17, iiiss Edith Hudson, o2ne of the Curatovs
of the New Brunswick iueeun, gave us a telk cn susewis and their purpcses, with special
refercnce to the N,B, lmseun and its efforts t- live up to the idesl, This was naturally
of grest interest to the Library group as the works end ways of Libreries end -useums
follow such parallel paths,

The President of the u,L,A., iiiss Meri~n Gilrey, sddress-d the regular neeting of the
violfville Home and Schocl Associaticn on ths evening nf Wednesday, December 2, in a rosm
of the wolfville Public School, She placed on displey an umisually excellent asscrtment
of children's broks,



