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EDITORIAL COMITENTS

In an article in Saturday Nizht entitled "Canada Needs Better Library

Facilities.”™ Miss Janet R. Keith points out that only about one out of
Lnggtirrural people and eight out of twenty town people in Canada have
service. Bhe describes how regional libraries serving units of about

40,000 people with an annual budget of $#25.000 could provide the wide
range of reading, constant supoly of new books and well-trained librarians
which constitute good library service. The need of improvement of
municipal libraries and of more facilities for librory training is stressed,
as well as the desireability of having a National Library as & deposituary
for ull books published in or relating to Canada, as a research centre which
would make rare volumes and menuscripts available to scholars, and might
carry on activities such as photostatic reproduction, compiling of & union
catelogue for Canade, and co-operation with UNESCO in internatiounl loands.

The library situction in Canade also gets attention in the Toronto Star
Weekly, Jan. 18, 1947, which says ( in part):

"Cancda is reported to have gained an import:snt position in UNESCO
on which Cansdian cultursnl leaders are represented. At the recent meeting
of the executive of UNESCO in Parig, Canada's delegation occupied a leading
place,

Canedc's role in this international cultural organization would be
more effective if her own cultural services were better doveloped. The
Dominion's sducotional services are not as well orgenized and distributed
as they should be nor are they extended adequately to the population. 4n
g¢xumple is the public library service. Canade is said to have fewer librarics
for ite population than any other literate country. Only about twenty of
the public libraries of the Dominion come up to minimum international
standards., The school services as well as the adult cducation moveoment cre
hampered in their progress through the lack of library service.

. of Nova Seot™
mblic Archiv
— PBALIFAA-,

i,

TR T




REELA (N O

The chicf rcoasons for Cannda's lack of libraries are insufficient
funds and & low ebb of public interest in the service. Only two per
cent of thc notion's wealth is cstimated to be spent on public schools
nnd even less than this is spent on librari.s...

Tho inadcquecy of public library scrvices in Conzdaz is 2ll the more
deplorcble when it is comsidured that 90% of the people le..ve public
schools in their ecrly tcens. It is sstimatoed that only onc in ten
persons goes beyond the ninth grade in school. Lacking publicly
provided books os wcll, most pcople in this countrv h ve inadcquate
oprortunity to brozden their cultural horizon."
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The attraction iato library work of caprblc nd cnthuci:istic young
pcople is esscntiil to future development of librariss. Thc libraries
alrc-dy cstcblished have not c¢nouegh trained librari-ns, ond meny morc will
be necded when the extension of librarics which we fervently hope for will
come cbout. Librorisns who have anythine to do with youns people can do
their bit in thisg rogard--first, by being the kind of librarian, efficient
nnd cheerful, who cxcites admiration and s desire "to be just like Iliss
Blrck" Then if they have teen-cgers s part time help in the libr:ry, they
can teach them slement ry processes und give them enough variety in their
jobs so that they will gct some idez of how mauny interestinz thincs there
are to do in librsrics., The opportunitises in the field of library work
should be pointcd out. Books that mizht be helpful in this regard cre
alice Keliher®s LIBRLRY WOHKERS, a bricf survey of the work of librarians,
and " ITH . HIGH HE RT by Ldcle Dc Leecuw, a story for young people -bout
county libreory scrvicc.

Thz Public Library of Vietoria, B.C. has bocn »resinted with the first
typescript copy of the new novel RIMEBER ME, story of a Ceanadicn soldier
in Englond and Normandy. The author, Edword F. llo-de e2id in his lctter
accompanying the gift: ™ The library has ziven me so much of my cducation
that I am especislly and scntimcnt=lly attached to it. I almoet lived in
it b:ck in the dark thirtics when time wns sbout £1l1 one possessed. Anyweoy
I have so much to thank the library for that I t ke this opportunity to do it.”

fn invitation is extendcd to 2ll working in or connscted with libraries

to join thc¢ Canadisn Librory Association, Thore is provision for institutional
members, and individual members including libr-rians, library trustess,
associate membere ( Friends of the Library etc.) e are s8till fer from the
goal of 2000 members rcprescnting all typse of library intersst. There are
now 302 individurl members ~nd 98 institution2l mombers, with 6 individual
members and 8 institutionsl from the Maritimes. If this does not includs
you or your library, you arec urged to boecome an active part of this orcanization
which is working Ffor the improvemont of th:e libr-ry situstion in Canada.
Applic-tion forms m-y be obtained from :

Miss Elizabeth H, Morton, Sccrotzry,

Conadian Library Associ-tion

74 Stanlay Avenue, Ottaws, Conzda.
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BOOKS —Lm - THE FR.CHISE OF THE MILD

by
Dr. J. J. Tompkins, in the loritime Co-oper-tor

I assume th-t our co-oper. tive movement. if it is to livc up to its
possibilities znd rcsnousibilities, must bns¢ 1ts prozr m on the gconomic,
intellsctu 'l =nd mor:l development of its members. e uscd to s~y th:.t it
wes brsed on Justice--one of the prime requisites of :ny socicty--znd on
Cherity, which in this casc me=nt the prrctise of the works of mercy, when
and where czlled for, Charity in this coanection me«ns helping poeople to
help themselves. '

To takec on « progr-m of economic intellectusl sud mor:l development
meeans & large ond comprcehensive order--ond requires an educationsl zgency
not confined to individusls or even groups nd a fund of knowledce not
usuzlly crrried around in one's hnt.

This is wherc books snd libraries ~nd libroriuns come in to the co-
operative picturs., I believe that libraries should be more concerncd than
they are at prescnt with this aspect of development but first of =11 that
people should be more concerned with the role of thne library in the diffusion
of knowledgs znd the encour cemsint of co-opor tive enterprise,

The fruits of the mind and spirit must become thc common property not
of intellectu:ls only, but of mcn aznd women everywhcre., This can be dons
only if education is universolly shared and scientific progress made avail-
‘ble to all throuch books 'nd libreries.

Tie lote Weondell Willkie mode o rether pertinent stotement when our
several countrics wire in the midst of wer. He declrred: "U.less Britons
and Canadians and Russions ond Chincese and Awericans and all our fizhting
allieg===find the instrumentzlities and the methods of co-opcrative effort
after the wur, wo, the pegople, hrve failed our time and our generation."

" Wz must est:blish beyond ny doubt the eguality of men. 4Lxnd we sh:ll
find thie equality, not in the different tclents which we severzlly possess,
nor in the different incomes which we severally sern, but in the great
franchise of thi mind, the universal franchise, which is bounded neither
by color, nor creed, nor by social st tus. Open the books, if you wish

to be free. "

But before the books cen be opened, they must be made availsble and
accessible to all through some system of library service.

We ware reminded too, of the recent stotement of David Liliential,
chairman and designer of the now famoue Tenncssee V.lley project:;"The people
essesCOn no more build this rcgion without books th n =z grent d=m con be
built without . solid foundation in th:s earth. Books give onc m.n out of
his experienc¢ #nd skill, powcr to tcoch his neizhbibours how to buitd up the
region's soil--out of which grow not only gr.eses nnd woodlonds but o freer
and more humanc community."
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A LASSI FICATION PROBLEMS

The classification of Canadian books confronts us with a problem that hos
received much diversity of trestment. Librarizns heve no uniform rules to
follow in deciding whether books with a Canadi:n slant, which are not token
care of in the classification scheme, should have some murk to indicate that
characteristic. e asked some llariti e librariane for their opinions and
prectices in this matter =nd present their contributions, which we hope vill
lead to further discussion of the gquestion.

Miss Hetelle 1I. A, Vaughan of the Saint John Free Public Library reports:
" We have tried various schemes, but now the Canadiana is senarated oaly by
the classification numbers. Ve did put a small "c" on the books written by
Canadians, not on Canadian subjects, but in the course of time that was dropoed.
e use 819 for Canadian literature-
819.1 Poetry
819.3 Fiction ( we class fiction as the Library of Coneress doeg)
819.4 Essays
819.5 Orstory
819.6 Letters
819.7 Humour
819.8 lLiiseellaneous

In our Feference collection we shelve Americsna snd Canadianz tosdther;
it is so difficult to separcte them. We use the Toronto Public Library
clasgification for Cansdiana as when we started to re-catalogue, Dewey was
inadequate.”

Ir, M. P. Boone, Acadia University Library tells of his experience with
Canadiana in different libraries:

" Lt the Ontario College of Education Library. the Dewey Decimul Clasei-
fication was used, and all the Canadien material was put in its normsl place
in the system and shelved with the main collection. At the University of
Szskatchewan Library there was & specizl collection of Canadian. called the
Shortt Library. This was classified by L. C. the system which the Univ. of
Saskstchewsn is using at the pres.nt tims. Ovzr the cull number the word
Shortt wes typed in order to keep this collection separate from the main

collection. All the other Canadian material was shelv:d w»ith the main collectiocn.

Here at Acadia we have two specicl collections of Canadiena, the Dennis
Collection ( chicfly Canadicn history) and the Log:n Collection of Canadian
Literature. These two collections arc classifizd by Dewey and there is a
lotter "A" placed above the call number. This wezs done to kceo these collections
geparate from the main library collection when the whcle library was clsesi-
fied by the Dewsey system. Our librsry is now classificd by the L.C. system
(with the sxception of the material that remains to be reclassificd). The
Lopgan Collection and the Dennis Coellection arc to rem..in in Dewzy. Unfortune
ately when the Dowey cetalogue was first started, the 5x12.5 cm. cords were
used, so, of course, we cen not interfile the two catalogues. Thie is o rezl
problem since we hnve to have material on Canad in two sepcr.tc catilozucs.

As you will no doubt be awarc, our problem is wh:t to do with current
nccessions of Can-dien materinl, since the Dennis Collection is -~ closzd
collection. 18 = rosult our latcr material on Conade is placed in L. C. ond
shelved with the main collection. <fowaver, wo still put Conadi-n litsr-ture
%ith th¢ Logrn Collcction.
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Person:1lly, I would prefer to see the books on Canada znd by Canndicons
classified in their normcl place and shelved with the mein collsction., Of
course, specizl collections by their very nzturc heve to be tréated difrferently.
If the Canadian materi-l 1is distinguiched by some distinctive mark. it scoms
to me thet it mokes a problem in shelvinz., I do not think th.t people will
use the cotalogue nearly so much to find matericl if special motorial is
shelved in specisl places in the Library, and I for one am a firm believer
in the use of the cutalogue for locating meterizl in the Librsry. Of course
the procodine stutement presupposes open st-ck privileges for the students."

From D:lhousie University, Miss Mary Fraser -nd Miss Dorothy lch .y
report:

" At Dzlhousie University the policy for c..tologuing books by Canzdicas,
books about Can~da -nd books published in Canad. is not very cle:rly de-
fined and over & period of yeuors it secms to h.ve besn a somcwhat changing
policy. For'a number of yesrs it had apparcntly becn the proctice to put
everythine in the asbove categories in "Canadi-n-". Tuas ordinary classifi-
cution scheme was followed and in addition the books were marked "Can",
indic ting o speci:l collection. B.t before th-t policy was adopted they
received no specitl tre:tment, hence meny enrlier Cansdi:n books arc found
shelved with the generzl collection. It has becn felt for somc time thrt
neither practice was sctisfactory, and the proccdure in recent ys.rs hzs been
to diesregord the Cl.nadian angle, exccpt in the fields of literature and

history, and to clessify and shelve thesc books with the mein collection.

Unnscesszry division into collections seperatcly sh:slved tends to inter-
fere with the smooth functioning of the library's scrvice nd is to be
avoided as much as nossible. Rother than beins zll-inclusive should uot
"C-nadiana" in a2 zencrzl university library be historically important be-
ceuse of its early imprint or because of its value as source material?
Would it be feasible to adopt some dofinite datc, possibly 1867, as ¢
demarcation point?

A% D:lhousic we are fortunate in having a eamzll but valuable collection
of early Can:disn books and pamphlets, and matcrizl of this nature would
always be the basis of what should accurately be culled "Cr.adiana'.

#o are interssted in hearing what treatment ic eiven Cr.aadien books in

other librzries, so thst by pooling our idezs we may vwork out soms reclly
satisfactory method of procedurs."”

Taese librarians seem to agree that makinz a special collection of Cruadian
books is undeesirable, and to a certain degree I - gree with them.

Tie Prince Bawa:d Is=land Libraries st the outsct adooted the practice of
marking all books by C:nadians and about C-nada with & "C" and shelving them
separately. Tule somctimes kept apart books which would be better tosether;
€+ g. Stophen Laozcock's " 17 uiscover of E-zl:nd." would not be with other
books on Evu.land. Generclly it does not mitter what country the author of
a pructicnlggﬂﬁh os one on radio or dressmuking comss from; but in other
¢ ses it might add to the interest or usefulness of 2 book if one could tell
at a gl.nce that it w's written by = Cancdi:n. I am thinkirg of subjects that
might be affected by our climote or culture or system of roveramsent such as
gardening, rurusl school-teaching, soci 1 work, ctc. And for me books
like Robzrt Fontrine's The happy tirme -nd E. 1. sichardsoa’s e keen a li-ht
h2ve an addedflovor be-cuse they de-l with life in Canada. Ordincrily  their
clessificttion would not indiecate this to the re der. I wonder if = compromice




could be msde-having "C" added to the classification nuwaber for books such
as these, and the hooke znd shelf-list cards ploced in the moin collection

We would be interestsd in havins the views of other libraricns on this
subject 1f yvou will send them to the Editor, the discussion can be

con u1nucd in the next Bulleting
Dorothy Cullen

vHY 48K FOR & N.TIOW .L LIBALHY

reorimted from the Ontario Library Laview.

anadizn librarians everyvhere are pressing for a Yetionnsl Library in
Ottawa. To the world in gener:l this m.y seem to be no more th -n evideuce
of = normsl » o?eSC1on 1 ambition. 'hat could be more n . turcl then than

librerians should wish to see¢ in Uttrwa a gre -t newlibrary building, teaming
with books-znd, incidentslly, with well-onid members of tneir professiont

actually, Cencd s librarians aire much more altruistic thn they probrbly
appear. .They cre convinced that they are asking NOT MERZLY FCR SOMETHING
NEW? BUT FOR SCHITHING TH.T IS VERY NECESS:RY. They are decply coacerned

because things are not being done that, in their considered opinion, only a
Netional Livrary coan do.

In thie ztomic aze books have suddenly become more thin ever vitzl to the
welfare of a nation. ™The war™. in the words of Luthcr H., Bvans, Librarian
of Congress, "hrs demonstrated beyvoand guestion th:t knovledge PRICISE
KO LEDGE, must bs the basis of 211 Governmental policies and privnte
progrems; thot knowledge hus become so extensive .nd complicsited in our
modern world there can be no hope of controlling it except in terms of
great resceorch libraries givine a highly resnonsive service at 2ll points
where programe ars developed znd policies decided.™

Acting uvupon this conviction, the Library of Consress is plunnings. both
for itself and for other greszt libriries in the United Statcs, the systemadic
acquisition of printed moterizcl from all the world's nrtions upon scale
never before dreamed of.

As an emerzing world power, Canada has o corresponding need for books, :nd
for more extensive book collections upon which to build. Ottawa tcems with
librarics, but their intcrests arc specinlized, =nd thsv operate in virtual
independence of one another. It is high tiime that it became someonc's
business to assess thesz collections, and supolement thzm in wrc;t new
National Library. “E NEED TO MOBILIZE THE 300K RESOUZCES NOT OILY OF IHE
N TION S CAPITAL, BUT OF 4LL THE NATION'S MAJOR LIBALAIES? so thit one
single =gency will be in 2 position to sec whore ve¢ 2re weeck :nd whasre we
are strong, and be able to say instantly wherc :ny informetion that is
needed may be found.
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Bven these few words suzsest znother mojor function thrt could be
performad by a Netion2l Libr ry-: centr:liz.d inform.tion servicae. M.ny
offices now cnswer questions, but they .re limited in their resources
or in the fields within which they are quslifiod to spe.k. A N tional
Library could act as a centr~l clearing house, whose business it would
be to know where specific dnta of - hundred kinds could be secured most
¢7sily ond authorit:tively; and in the process it could answer mony
routine questions from its own filce end so save the valuoble time of
technical sgencies. Such a cleiring house would be equally velucble
to the mmn in the office next door, =nd to the citizen at the other end
of the Dominion; once instituted, the convcnicnce nd uscfulness of its
scrvices would be instontly apperat. »

Any number of more spccialized functions spring to mind. To gquote only
one example, Canadizns are still without .ny rcgulaor or complctc history of
the publications of the various dep:rtments of their notion:l government.
The existence of such a list should be taken for gronted, for without it
meny o valuable report fiuils to resch morc thin = friction of the people
who could make zood usc of it. A W:tionzl Librery, which would receive as
» matter of course copies of all officizl public-tions, could o»roduce

such o list 2s a routine measure.

Nor must we forzet that the influcncc of such = library would be feolt
literzlly from coast to coast. llore than five million C-n.disns arc still
without library service of 2ny sort, and althougn the actual orzanization of
loccl library services is a matter for the provinces, = central clearing
house for information and advice would assist grontly to keep the wnole
situation in proger perspective, PFurthermorc, just as the larger provincial
libraries 2dd greatly to the effcctiveness of locnl libraries by staading
behind them when occzsion =rises, and giving them the scnefit of their
epecinlized personncl amd gre t stocks of booke, so = Nitional Library
could t-ke its pl .ce as o court of 1 st resort for thc n-tion's librnries
ns 1 whola., .

BEvery import-nt n-tion in the world except C~m.d~ now h~s o Nztional
Library. Some of them h.ve bgen functioning for centuriss. Even though
Canadian librarians may be "intercsted prrties", surcly their crusade is in
the interests of the nation, s well as their own. In =y cv.nt, if they
arg wrong, they are wrong in good compony. )




