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A Vlord From The Secretary 

Because of the serious illness of the President of the 
!furitime Library Association, Miss Marion Gilroy, W6 must issue 
this Bulletin without her usual inspiring letter. She is on the 
road to recovery, we are glad to report, but it may be several 
weeks before she can take u~ her duties as chairman of th6 Executiv6 
Committ6e. We miss her especia:;'ly just now. as in the March numb6r 
of th6 Bulletin we arG accustomed to announce our plans for the 
Annual Conference. The conditions that caused us to cancel the 
Oonference for 1942 still obtain, and are Gven more drastic than 
last year~ It is )ossible, how6ver, that a me6ting of the Executive 
may be oonvened before June, and all possible ways and mesns for the 
furtheranOEi of our work freely discussed. If this should be, a f'~ll 
r6 ~ort will appear in th6 ne~t issue of the Bulletin • 

• 

The Place of Libraries in the War 

(We quote the follOWing from an article by Mrs ' Pearl S. 
Buok in last month's issue of the A.L.A. BUlletin. Ed~) 

The First World. War wss lost, in s ~-"it6 of military victory, 
becaUBe we had too little understanding of what Was necGssary for 
total vi'otory. Insufficient knOWledge of what events tn6snt and of 
what peo~les wers lik6, was directly responsible fo~ thG faIlure 
of the Tr6aty of 7ersailles and of the 16ague of Nations. responsible 
for th6 rearmamsnt of Germany and th6 aggression of Japan. Pearl 
Harbor could nGV6r havs hap~6ned had we be6n sufficiently informed 
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of the many events which l6d up to it, had W6 sufficiQltly known 
and und6rstood how the Japanese people were developing. 

Yet all the knowledge nec686ary for und6rstanding was at hand-­
but in books. The trouble was that lJ 6op16 did not re ad the books, 
partly because th6Y ~id not know about them, partly because they W6r6 
not always available in ?~b l i c libraries, partly beaauss they did not 
even know enough to want to read them. I consider the duty and inf­
luence of the p~ililic library to be of utmost importano6 in any democ­
racy. Books can always be found which contain all the information 
essential to the und6rstsnding of our tim6s. But the average person 
has to be told about these books, and the books have to be available 
to him. And librarians must b6 'the guide to such books. I know that 
when I say this I am only saying what is in the best tradition of 
American pUblic libra~ies. But the fact is it will not have been said 
often enough until the tradition has become practice inGvery libr3ry 
in city and village OV6r our whol s country. Left to t.hems eLves average 
people, and that is most people, reau in a dreary rut of light novels, 
mystery stories, and hobby books. It is the duty of public libraries 
to try every possible means to waken the mind of t h e average people and 
to persuade, startle, and compel them to the re slisation that upon the 
average person depends the SUCC6SS of democracy. Citizens cannot with­
draw, not in d6moc r a c i e s , for they make the nation what it is. If they 
are ignorant, the policies of th6 nation will be ignorantly mad6 and 
all will suff6r from the consGqueno6S of thG p6op16's ignorance, 3 S 
indG6d W6 arG suff6ring today. Schools are only for th6 young, and 
the work of education must go far b6yond th6m. This work can and must 
b6 carri6d on by th6 public library. 

Canadian Library Council 

McmbGrs of thG MBritimG Library Association will b G intGr€stGd 
to kndw what p r og r Gss the Canadian Library Council is making. ThG 
Co unc t I h eLd a me s t Lng in liIontrGal FGbruary 4-5. 

Last April the Rockefeller Foundation madG a grant of ~1 5 . 0 00 
(to b e paid over t.h re e y sa r s ) to th e Council for the :mrposG of filming 
Ga r l y Canadian n6wspap6rs and othGr documents of the same nature. The 
Chairman r6~orted at this recent m6eting that th6 projGct had bGGn 
unfortunately held up because of the difficulty of buying the n6c6sssry 
cam6ra in war time. He still hOP6d howev6r that onG might bo s6cur~d. 
The Rookefeller Foundation mad6 a further grant of ~2.500 for a thr6G­
year pe r-Lo d to be used for "field visitors". Th6 ::mr'poge of this 
grant is to make it pos s i bl e to bring special sp6akers to library 
m6etings or occasionally to send librarians to give advio6 and counsel 
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to plao6s n66ding it. This is of courSG th6 mer6st nibblG at a very 
big problem. Ap]lioation for suoh small grants oen be msd6 to the 
Counoil through the agency of the local r6,rGs6ntstlv6. 

Work already und.e r-t aken by bh e Counoil includes a mim6ogra ~}hGd 
list of librarians pr6pared by MoGill. M3ny momb6rs of th6 Maritime 
Library Institut6 have no douht r6ceived co?ies of this. Any 6rrors 
or omissions should be report6d to Dr. LomGr, McGill University. GO 
that corrections may a?pear_~ th6 next issue. 

Another publication und6rtaken at the r6quest of th6 Counoil is 
my Report on Rurel Libraries for Cansda. This may be printsd later 
by th6 Council but in the interval it has appeared in two numbers, 
January a n d Pe b ruary 1943, of "Food for Thought ll The purpose of• 

this report is to draw attention to the fact th~t half of C5n&d~rs 
population is completely vnthout library service, a situation in­
tolerable to anyon6 thi~ing seriously of a new rEconstruct6d Canad~. 

I shall b6 glad to send a copy of th e r6port to anyone Who wants it 
or it can be s6our6d throJgh the Canadisn Adult Education Assooi ation. 

There is also in pr6paration s. brief on Can 2dian government pub­
lications and their distribution. A report on library training in 
Canada is also being prepared oy 2 sub-committ66 -- ~IT. Calhoun 
(Calgary), Professor Lothian (University of Saskatch6wsn) and myself. 

At th6 r6c:u6st of the J am6s Committ eE on Post War Reconstruction 
t hs Council is preparing a b r re f on Can::.dian librsri6s covering 
prESEnt provision, ne6ds and costs involv6d. 

Many plans of thE Council ar6 still h61d up by som6 t6chnical 
diffiCUlty ovsr incor]oration. It 3pYGS r S that some slight chan~G mn 
th6 constitution will bE ne6dEd, dnd this will haVe to bG sanctionGd 
by the Provincial Library Associations DeforE th6 Council C8n be 
incorporated. ThG :"J}!JrnGgic" gr~:nt mo,de. prbvisianr.lly only "0 acor. ''ls , 
a fact aft6r incorporation is completed. Probably before thE ne~t 
numb6r of this Bul16tin th6s6 preliminaries will bE ov~r snd it will 
be possib16 to outlinG what the 60uncil propos6s to undGrtsk6 With 
this grant. 

Nora Bateson 

Report - S2int Croix Community Library 
Year Nndi ng DeCEmber 31 , 1942 . 

(Th6 follOWing report WGS not rEceiVEd in tim6 for Mrs. Mao~s 
summary in l ast issue) 

To the Office rs and M6mb Grs 0 f the S;jint Cro i:x Community Lib l"t1 rr , 
I beg to submit the follOWing report: 
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feel h8PPY that we have been 3ble to ~ive to our Community 8 most s8tis­
fsctory service.­

With the exception ot two months during the summ6r, Thursd~ys Dnd 
public holidays, we have continued our regular doily servic6. During 
July 3nd August, the books W6~e gone over completely - the old ones re­
paired, snd those unfit for use, of Which there were 160, were sent to 
the salvage, and the shelves were re-arranged. 

At the clos6 of our Y6ar we have 2065 registered patrons from this 
district. Of this numb6r, W6 have lost about 300 through death or removal 
from town. I feel we should hav6 mor6 Juvenile readers. and they should 
be encouraged to come ~nd read the books and magazin6S in our Library, 
even though they are not old enough to become regular patrons. 

Our distribution for the Y6ar was less; 10,050 against 11,079. With 
travel restricted let us hope that 1943 will se6 a large Lnc r-e-.se in the 
number of books going out. ­

Our Book Oommitte6 purcha sed. 118 new bo oks. Among the numb6r were: 
Mission to Mo sc ow , That Day Alone, Time Runs Out. Burma Road, M6n Around 
Churchill, Windsw6pt, Fr6nchman's Cr6ek, To-day and FOr6VGr. Of these 
100 have b66n cat slogu6d and plac6d on our shelves. The new 1941-1942 
Encyclopaedia Britannica Year B~oks have besn re ceiv6d. We have r6ceiv6d 
300 gifts of books during the year. Of this number 250 were sent to us 
by the Saint John Free Library. These will have to be examined, 8 S they 
are second hand books, and the duplicates sent on to one of our school 
libraries. We continue to receive gifts of magazines which we appreciate 
rna st since rely. 

As in the past, we have tried to give the Hi gh School s t ud~n t s the 
material Which th6Y r6qtlir6. Th6 book committ6e has had. difi'iculties, 
dU6 to the closing out of so many of th6 book s~ores. Last year's 
magazin6s, as well as some held over from th6 pr6vious Y6ar, ar6 r6ady 
now to b6 given to the rural schools or any other organization the Board 
r e C o.amsnds • 

w~) have had two splendid trav6lling librari6s from McGill this year 
- one rec6iv6d February 2 and th6 pres6nt one rec6ived on Dec6mber 9. 

The Ways and M6ans Committ66 continu6 an int6rested and ac t i v e S6r­
ViC6. Our cleaning service is being maintained and the rooms gsnerally 
are kept in good condition. To their various cownittees may I express my 
s )~reciation of their 6fforts. We are dEeply indebted to thoSG women who 
have s6rv6d as librarians for the time they so Willingly gave to this 
work. It would. be well to b6sr in mind that no matt6r how many books W6 
purchase and pl a ce on our shelves, our 6fforts ·woul d be futi16 without 
th6 assistance to distribute them. We should b6 very proUd of our lib­
rarians, and the work they ar6 doing for thi s community. They mean mucn 
to m6 in my work and I should like to ext6nd to them my sincere thanks. 
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In closing I should like to recommend the purchasing of n6W magazln6s 

and ~apers for our reading tnb16 - anQ thst the Board consid6T th~ rG­
openign of th6 "Story Telling Hour" for the children. 

To the Bosrd of Dir6ctors may I express my appr6oiation of all you 
have done in the interGst of this libra~y. It is well known in the 
province that we have a "flourishing library" and may I congratulate yoo 
on being the Truste6s of such an organization. 

H.	 Ray Cowley 
Librarian. 

Notes and Personals 

A "Friends of the Library Aasoc iet i on ", spon so rc d by the local 
University Women ' s Club is und er considerati on a t Moncton, N.B a 

On January 13 Miss E.M.A. Vaughan, Librarian of Saint John Fre6 ?ublic 
Library, presented her anriua l re)ort to the Board of comnt ss rone r-s of 
Saint John Free Futlic Library. The ~ o i n t s of speoial public interest 
wer e pubLf shed in Mrs. !jloort!-s e dmi r'a o.le SL1IYlIYl 3ry in our last t asus , The 
whol e r6 )Ort bears wi t.ns s s to the [Esterly a dm Ln i e t r-st Lon of the I,ibrary 
in a time of crisis. 

Miss Vaughan writes: "It has been ~ ' o i n t 6 d out that in our brief r6­
?ort in the last Bulletin ther: were t wo errors, one of our Dsting and 
one of yours. The airfield a t Penfield is R.J.F. not R.C.A.F., and the 
books we send are r or th e officers; the men have a library of thtir own-. 

The Saint John Branch of the M.L.A. has cancelled its mEetings for 
somE months, owing to the demsnds for war s6rvice in thG mEmbErs, Tho 
l ast me6ting was in P6b . l B, and wss addr6ssed by Mr. Louis Ar t hur 
Cunningham. 

Th6 Library of the Church of Engl and Institute in Saint John.N.B •• 1& 
und6r the car6 of Miss Isab61 Nelson and Miss H6len Camp. 

A corr6spond6nt sugg6Sts thst HE; mak6 thE; Bul16tin a r.l6dium for 
EX chsnge of duplicat 6s , ~ Ji l l 1 ib ra r Lans who ag r 66 kindly se nd th~ i.r 11s t s , 
especially lists of federal and provinci al do cumEnts. 

\l6 regret that Miss GEorgia E. StarrEtt, for many ye ars thE 6ffia1~nt 
librarian of the L.P. Fisher Public Library at Hoods t ock , N.B •• has h5d 
a serious breakdown in he alth. 

The School of Library SciGnc6 at Mount St. VincGnt Col16gG, undGr 
th6 dirsctorshi? of Sister Francis de 3a l Es , rec eives qua l i f i ed students 
from oth6r collegES and universities. Mi as Lillian Swim, a graduat6 of 
Aca dia University, is now at Mount St. Vincent, t aking training in 
librarianship. 


