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A VWord Prom The Ssecretary

Because of the serious 1illness of the President of the
Maritime Library Association, Miss Marion Gilroy, we must issue
this Bulletin without her usual insniring letter. She is on the
road to recovery, we sre glad to report, but it may be several :
weeks before she can take up her duties as chairman of the Exscutive
Committee. We miss her especia.ly just now, as in the March number
of the Bulletin we ars accustomed to announcs our plans for the
Annual Conference. The conditions that caused us to cancel the
Conference for 1942 still obtain, and are sven more drastic than
last year. It is nossible, howsver, that s meseting of the Executive
may be convened before June, and all possible ways and means for the
furthersnoce of our work freely discussed. If this should be, a full
renort will appear in the next issue of the Bulletfin.

The Place of Libraries in the War

(We quote the following from an artiele by Mrs. Pearl S.
Buek in last month's issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin. Ed.)

The Pirst World War wss lost, in s~ite of militsry victory,
because we had too little understanding of what was necessary for
total victory. Insufficient knowledge of what events meant and of
what peoples were like, was directly responsible for the fallure
of the Treaty of Versailles and of the League of Nations; responsible
for the rearmament of Geérmany and the aggression of Japan. Pearl
Harbor could never have hapnened had we been sufficiently informad
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of the many events which led up to it, had we sufficiently known
and understood how the Japanese people were developing,

Yet all the knowledge necessary for understanding was st hand--
but in books. The trouble was that peovle did not resd the books,
partly because they did not know about them, partly becsuse they were
not always avallableé in public libraries, partly beaauss they did not
6ven know enough to want to resd them. I consider the duty and inf-
luence of the public library to be of utmost importance in any demooc-
racy. Books can slways be found which contain sll the informstion
éssential to the understsnding of our times. But the average person
has to be told about these books, and the books have to be available
to him. And librarians must be the guide to such books. I know that
when I say this I am only saying what is in the best tradition of
American public librariss. But the fact is it will not have been sgsid
often enough until the tradition has become practice inevery library
in city and village over our whole country. Left to themselves averagse
people, and that is most pesople, read in a dreary rut of light novels,
mystery stories, and hobby books. It is the duty of public librsaries
to try every possible means to waken the mind of the average peopls and
to persuads, startle, and compel them to the resligstion that upon the
average person depends the success of democracy., Citizens cannot with-
draw, not in democracises, for they make the nation what it is. If they
are ignorsnt, the policies of the nation will be ignorantly made snd
8ll will suffer from the consequences of the people’'s ignorance, as
indeed we are suffering today. Schools sre only for the young, &nd
the work of education must go far beyond them. This work can and must
be carried on by the public library.

Canadian Library Council

Mcmbers of the Maritime Library Associstion will bc intcrested
to know what »rogress the Canadian Library Council is meking. The
Council held a mesting in lontreal PFebruary 4-5.

Last April the Rockefeller Foundation made a grant of %15,000
(to be nald over three years) to the Council for the purposc of Filming
carly Canadian newspapers and other documents of the sasme nature. The
Chairmsn renorted at this recent meeting thsat the projsct had becn
unfortunately held up bscause of the difficulty of buying the necessary
camera in war time. He still hoped however that ong might be secured.
The Rockefeller Foundation made & further grant of 2,500 for & threc-
year period to be used for "field visitors". The »nurpose of this
grant is to make it vossible to bring svecial speskers to library
meetings or occasionslly to send librsrisns to give advice and counsel
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to places needing 1t, Thie 1s of course the merest nibblc at a very
big problem. Apwlication for such small grants osn be msde to the
Council through the agency of the locsl representative.

Work already undertsken by the Counceil includss a mimeogranhed
list of librarians prepsred by McGill. Mzny mambers of the Maritime
Library Institute have no doubt received coniss of this. Any errors
or omissions should bs rsported to Dr. Lomer, McGill University, so
that corrections may appear i the next issue.

Another publicetion undertsken at the request orf the Counoil is
my Report on Rurel Libraries for Cgnsda. This may be printed later
by the Council but in the interval it hes sppsared in two numbsrs,
January snd Pesbruary 1943, of "Food for Thought". The purposé of
this report 1s to drsw attention to the fsct that half of Cansda's
nopulation ig completely wi thout library service, & situstion in-
tolerable to anyone thinking seriously of a new reconstructed Canada.
I shall be glsd to send a copy of the report to snyone who wants it
or it can be sscured through the Canasdizn Adult Iducation Associstion.

There 1ls also in preparation s brief on Csnzdian government pub-
lications and their distribution. A rerort on library trsining in
Canzde is slso being prepsred by & sub-committee -- Mr. Calhoun
(Celgary), Professor Lothisn (University of Saskatchewszn) and myself.

At the recquest of the James Committece on Post War Reconstruction
the Council is preparing s brief on Cgnsdian libraries covering
present provision, needs zand costs involved.

Many plans of the Council are still held up by some technical
difficulty over incor»oration. It appears that some slisht change tn
the constitution will be needed, and this will hasve to be sanctioncd
by the Provincisl Library Associations before the Council can be
incorporated. The.Carnuglc’ gront m-4l provisionclly only baedrniss’

a faot after incorporation is completed. Probsbly before the next
number of this Bulletin these preliminsries will be over and it will
be possible to outline what the @Gouncil proposes to undertske with
this grant.

Nors Bateson

Report - Scint Croix Community Library
Year Lndaing December 31,1942.

(The followinz report was not received in time for Mrs. Mooréds
summary in last issue)

To the Officers und Members of the Saint Croix Community Library,
I beg to submit the following report:
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With the War go trying =snd our peonle being called upon to givs
more snd 1:0re of their time to the call of their country's need, We mzy
feel happy that we have been zble to give to our Community = most satis-
fzctory servics.

With the exception ot two months during the summer, Thursdsys and
public holidays, we have continued our regular dally service. During
July and August, the books wers gone over completely - the 0ld ones re-
paired, s=nd those unfit for use, of which there were 160, were sent to
the salvage, and the shelves Were re-arranged.

At the close of our year we have 2065 registered patrons from this
district. Of this number, we have lost about 300 through desth or removeal
from town. I feel we should have more Juvenile readers, snd they should
be encouraged to coms end read the books snd magszines in our Library,
even though they are not old enough to bscome regular patrons.

Our distribution for the year was less; 10,050 against 11,079. With
travel restricted 1let us hops that 1943 will see s large incre:=se in the
number of books going out.

Our Book OGommittes purchased 118 new books. Among the number weTre:
Mission to Moscow, That Day Alone, Time Runs Out, Burma Road, Msn Around
Churchill, Vindswept, FPrenchman's Creek, To-day snd Forever. Of these
100 have been catzlogued and placed on our shelves. The new 1941-1942
Encyclopsedis Britannica Year Books hsve been received. We have received
300 gifts of books during the yesr. Of this number 250 were sent to us
by the Saint John Free Library. These will have to be examined, s they
are second hsnd books, snd the duplicates sent on to one of our school
libraries. We continue to receive gifts of magazines which we apnreciste
most sincersly.

As in the past, we have tried to give the High School students the
material which they require. The book committes has had difrficultiss,
due to the closing out of so msny of the book stores. Last year's
magazines, as well as some held over from the nrevious yesr, are ready
now to be given to the rursl schools or any other orgsnization the Board
reco.mends.

We, have had two splendid travelling librariss from McGill this year
- one received February 2 snd the present one received on December 9.

The Ways snd Means Committsee continue an interested snd active ser-
vice. Our cleaning service is being maintsined and the rooms generally
are kept in good condition. To their various committees may 1 exXpress my
s>preciation of their efforts. We are deeply indebted to those women who
have served as librarisns for the time they so willingly gave to this
work. = It would be well to bear in mind that no matter how many books We
purchase and vnlace on our shelves, our efforts would be futile without
the sssistsnce to distribute them. We should be very proud of our lib-
rarians, snd the work they are doing for this community. They mean much
to me in my work and I should like to extend to them my sincere thanks.
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In closing I should like to recommend the purchasing of new magszines
and papers for our resding table - and that the Board consider the ree
openign of the "Story Telling Hour"™ for the childrsn.

To the Bourd of Dirsctors may I express my apprediation of a1l you
have done in the interest of this library. It is well known in the
province that we have a "flourishing library" and may I congratulate you
on beinz the Trustess of such zn orgsnlzatlon.

H. Ray Cowley
Librarian.

Notes snd Personsgls

A "Priends of the Library Associ-tion", s»onsored by the local
University wWomen's Club is under considerstion st Moncton, N.3.

On Janusry 13 Miss E.M.A. Vaughan, Librsrian of Saint John Free Public
Library, presented her ainual revort to the Board of Commissioners of
Saint John Free Public Library. The points of special public interest
were dublished in Mrs. lMoor€s zdmirsble summasry in our lqst igsue. The
whole report bears witness to the nz sterly zdministrztion of the Library
in & time of crisis.

Miss Vgughan writes: "It has been ointed out that in our brief re-
2ort in +he lest Bullstin ther: were two errors, one of our maling snd
one of yours. The sirfield st Penfield is R.4.F. not R.C.A.F., snd the
books we send are for the officers; the men have g library of their own®.

The Saint John Branch of the M.L.A. hes cancelled its meetinzs for
some months, owing to the demznds for wsr ssrvice in the members. The
l1ast meeting was in Peb.18, znd wss addressed by Mr. Louls Arthur
Cunningham.

The Library of the Church of England Institute in Saint John,N. B.. is
under the care of Miss Issbel Nelson and Miss Helen Camp

A correspondent suggests thst we mske the Bulletin s medium for
exchsnge of dupllcates. 17411 librarisns who agres kindly send their llsts,
especially lists of federsl asnd provinecisal documents,

We regret thet Miss Georgia E Starrett, for many years the efficicnt
librarian of the L.P. FPisher Public Library at Weodstock, N.B., hss hsd
a serious breakdown in health. .

The School of Library Science at Mount St. Vincent Collsge, undser
the directorshin of Sister Francis de Ssales, receives gquslified students
from other colleges and universities. Miss Lillisn Swim, a graduate of
Acadia University, is now at Mount St. Vincent, taking trsining in
librariasnship.



