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£ THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE M. L. I,

Announcement

-+ . The Moncten Public Library Board has invited the Maritime Library
-~ --Eustitute to hold its Annual Conference for 1940 in the City of Moneton, and the
invitation has been gratefully accepteds¢ The date has not yet been fixed, but it

i1s probable the meeting will be in June.

THE FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

’ The Fifth Annual Conference of the Maritime Library Institute met in
% the Library of the University of King!s College, Halifax, Ne Ss, June 22, 19389,

' President Bramwell Chandler in the chair, The President in his opening address re=
viewed the year in respect to Maritime libraries; he spoke of the appointment of
the Regional libraries Commission in Nova Scotia and of Miss Nora Bateson as
‘ Director of Libraries; he mentioned appreciatively the latest issue of the Biemnial
: Survey of Iibraries published by the Federal Govermment; and he referred to the
recent legislation reducing the postage rates on books circulated by libraries, He
f affirmed his belief that the library of the future in the Maritimes would not be a
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place for curront books only, but a dopository of records, We must adapt ourselves

to chango; the Library must teke a largor placo in adult educations there should
boe moro advisory sorvices

Scerotary-Treasurcr!s Report

After the Minutes of the Fourth Conference had been read and adopted,
the Secretary-Troasuror submitted hor reports These were the main points: the nine
new mombors who had joined the M. L. I, since tho last report; the appointment of
the Regional Libraries Commission in Nove Scotia and tho work of Miss Nora Bateson
as Diroctor of Librarioss the mimeographing snd distribution of two hundred copies
of Miss Dorcon Harper!s paper on Govormmont Documonts; tho policy of tho M. Le I
Bulletin for the year and its kindly reception by oditors of other journals with
similar or rolated aims. Tho balance in the bank was roported as $128,09, On
motion, this report was adopteds

Committoos

Prosidont Chandler roported for tho Publicity Committee appointed at the
Charlottotown Conference, He roferrcd to Miss Cullen'!s broadcasting talks at
Charlottetown end to Mrs. Moorot's campaign in Moncton in cooperation with a bookish
Acwspaper reportorg '

The Presidont thon appointed the Nominating Committeo: Miss Mary Fraser,
Miss Jean C, Gill, and Miss Myrtle Roy; and the Resolutions Committee: Miss Mary
Falconer, Miss E.M.A, Vaughane

Librarians! Round Tablo

The librarians present then relatod to one another in an.informal way
the intorosting matters of their yoarts work, Miss Eugenie Archibald of Dalhousie
Library roported that thirteon trawvelling libraries had gone out during the years
she also told of a valuable donation made by Dr, Wm. Inglis Morse to the Collection
called by his namoe

Miss Hibbard, in the temporary absense of Miss Allan, reported for
King's University Library, itself a marvel of well=ordered cxcellence, as all could see.
The interost was sustained, tho circulation was incroasing.

Mr. Harry Piors briofly roviowod tho history of the Provincial Science
Library at Halifaxe It owos its foundation to the N. S. Instituto of Scicnce organisod
in 1862, Tho Institute bogan collooting books in 18643 Mr. Picrs wes appointed
librarian in 1888, and has fillcd tho offico for forty-ono yoars. The Library
funotions for the wholo Provinco of Nova Scotiae Last year tho ciroculation of books
was doublode Mre Piers closcd his report with a tributo to Miss Evelyn M. Campboll,
who takos much of tho actual care of the Library.

Miss Zaidoc Ae. Harris, propriotor and librariasn of tho Poter Pan Library
in Halifax, spoke of hor contact during the yoar with tho oducational dopartmont and
with rural schoolses

Miss Mary Falconcr reported that the childron!s rcading room of tho Junior
Loaguo had boon changod into a circulating library, and that the interest of the
childron was intonsoe

Miss Emilio Raymond sketched briefly tho history of tho Yarmouth Publio
Library, foundod by a Yarmouth citizon, Mr. Baker, who died in 1899, leaving tho
library to the town with $8000 for meintenanceo, providod tho citizons would raise
anothor $8000 in fivo yocars, The intordst of the poople of Yarmouth in their
library is constant and on the inoreaso, Mr. Piors commonted portinontly on Miss
Raymond*®s roport.
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Miss Vaughan comparcd the library situation in Saint John with that of
Halifax; in the lattor city thero werc many librarios, in the former the Saint
Jonn Froc Public Library only, Shc spokc of its welue as an ocducatore "Fricnds of
the Library" and affiliatod clubs had bocn a great help during the wintor. Boocauso
of cpidomics in the city the circulation in tho children's room had docroasede

Miss Gill rcported for the Legislative and Public Library in Charlotte~
town, Tho books acccssioncd and catalogucd during tho yoar numbcrod 187 in the
Logislativo Librery and 467 in the Public Librarys Rcading room spaco had boon onlarged,
and shelving installed, Circulation for tho ycar was 74,535, thc monthly cireulation
averaging 6213, Miss GLll roportecd spocial activity in tho childrcn?s dcpartmonte

Mrso. Ingraham spokc bricfly on the Library of Acadia University. On tho
cceasion of tho Contennial, August, 1938, thoro had becen largce cxhibits in tho
Library, iilustrating Tho history of the Univorsity and showing tho litcrery and
scicntific work of its alumnie

Mr. Chendlc» rcported that Princoe Edward Island during tho last yoar
had spont $18,00C for librerics and adult cducation. Ho thought librarians should
not bo too apologotvic in demanding funds for their worke Tho circulation of the
Po Fo I, rogioral librarics had incrcascd 12,000 over provious ycarse The Carncgio
Corporation had donatod an art collscotion which was proving a vital source of
interost. k. Chandlor also reforrad to the suidy of roading intcrosts sponsored
by Dro Cartwrightb.

Miss Mary Frasor rcoported a busy ycar in the Halifax Library Club. The
members had colobrated Book Weck with heppy rosults and latberly had boen
occupicd with plens for the Conforcnco.

Miss B, G Shaw, spoaking for +the Saint John Libtrary Club, said that it
had mct rogularly and had cnjoyed a succossful yoar, Onc interosting foaturoc had
beon a roll call whoere cach rosponse took tho form of a book rcvicows

Greotings from the Prosidont of tho AgLoAs

Frosideut Chardlor rcad a lotbtor from Dre Milton L, Ferguson, President
of tho A, L. A,, scading grootings to the M, L. I, This lotter alludod to tho
rcorganisation of tho A.L A, and the onsuing problems,

Luncheon

Miss Archibald on bcohalf of tho Halifax Iibrary Club invited the dolegates
to luncnecon et tho Lord Nolson Hotcl; and as soon as tho morning sossion was
adjowrned, wo proddaded thither,  Fizs Archibald pracofully prosided-at-a btable to
which twenty=six sat down;  the luncheon waes excellent, the conversation brilliant,
and ‘the gucsts coxecodingly grateful to tho Halifax Library Club, As we came from the
table, cars wero waiting to teke the delegates on a tour of the libraries of
Halirfaxz,= to the Citizous?! Frec Library, to the Legislative Library, to the Dale
housio Medical and Dontal Uibrary, where we had refrosklments, and lastly to tho
Poter Pan Library, whorc we worc sorved afternoon tea in tho charming garden.

Evening Session

The cverning session was hold in tho Lord Nelson Hotel, and was opon to the
publices Prosident Chandlor ammounced the topic of the ovoning, Regional Librarics,
as the most importent one to the library profossion in the Provinces today.

Rogional libraries furnish the tools with which ordinary men and women learn to
moet conditions and technigues in this changing worlds
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Mr. Chandlcr thon introducecd Dr. H. Fo Munro, Supcrintendont of
Education for Nova Scotia and Chairman of the Rogional Librarios Commissione Dre’
Munro wolcomecd tho M. L. I. Confcronco to Halifaxe His own intorost in librarios,
ho said, was that of the administrator of public oducation in tho Provincoe Thore
havo boen grecat changes during tho last twonty ycars, and a now philosophy of
oducgtion has beon formulated, Without frco accoss to books intolligent citizonship
cannot survivo, our form of socicty camnot last; thorcforoy, rogional librarios
arc fundamontal. Outsido tochnical and profossional ficlds, vory fow of our poople
road, We must givo thom tho opportunity, and to this cnd rogional librarios arc a
nocossity if wo maintain a democracys Wo havo not tho librarios yct, but in the
liberal, comprchensivo Act rocoently passed by tho Nova Scotia Govermmont, wo have
the instrument.

Following Dr. Munro®s addross Miss Nora Batoson spoke, Aftor thanlking tho
Halifax librarians and othor mombors of the M, L. I. for their cncouragemont in hor
worX, sho rcviowod tho various steps in tho campaign for rogional librarics in
Nove Scotia: the Survoy; the appointmont of tho Library Commission;  tho Act of
1937, with amondments in 1938 and 19393 tho ocoopcration of tho Woment!s Institutes.
Miss Batoscon thon doscribed tho systom in Prince Edward Islands She streosscd the
value of regicnal libraries to the children of these provinces, who by their means would
find at their servico; not only two or three hundred volumes in the school library,
but a continuous flow of books., At this point the speaker exhibited & chart on which
she pointed oubt the relative position of Nova Scotials library status to that of other
districts in the United States and Canada, The comparison was not flattering to
Nova Scotias

President Chandler, at the conclusion of Miss Bateson!s address, asked
Revs Dro J, Jo Tompkins to speak. In his vivid way the doctor pleaded the cause of
regional libraries as a means of heiping the laborers of the lande Referring to
the chart exhibited by Miss Bateson hs said that the pecple of Cape Breton were
excited when they saw how little the Province contributed to the education of its
people,~ to adult education only twc cents per capita, He had recently attended a
meeting at Nisgara at which laborers, farmers, and other minority groups were
representod, He quoted from the speeches of labor representatives: "You college
professors do not know enough to take care of yourselwvus, and you expect to edueate
us."” "Educatiocn for educationis sake; ash cans for the sake of ash canss" Ideas,
the reverend doctor assorted, were all subordinated in these days to the making
of money; men were Lurned into robots to make money for people who have little brainse
We want not bread alone; we want knowledge, fellowship; we want to work, sing,
play together, The regional library is a university for the people, '

After a brief disclssion, several questions belng asked and ariswered,
the evening session adjourneda

The Second Morning Sessien: Miss Bateson

On the morning of June 23 the Conference agaein met at King's College in
the Library, President Chandler in the chaire.

Miss Bateson led a discussion on the subject paramount: Financing the
Regional Library. The main source of finance would come, said Miss Bateson, from the
association of towns, municipalities, or cities in the levying of taxes end granting
of funds for the establishmont end maintenance of such a library. The Nova Scotia
Regional Libraries Act gives just this power, Miss Bateson's opinion was that 35 cents
per capita tax would make possible a system of these libraries throughout the
province. A lively discussiom fcllowed; many questions were asked and most olearly
and patiently answered by the speaker,
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President Chandler!s Report on Recading Interests

Prosident Chandler next gave a report on his recent study of reading
interests on Prince Edward Island, It is not summarised here as the paper is to
appear in the Decomber Bulletin. Those present followed the discussion with keen
interest.

Mr. John Fisher on Adult Education and the Library

Mr, John Fisher of the Halifax Herald spoke on Adult Education and the
Library., Referring to the disturbed conditions’' in the world at present, Mr, Fisher
pointed out the great need that the people find a new unity. They must dovelop
their intelligence, they must be well informed, and to this emd they must have
libraries, Mr, Fisher was heartily applauded and thanked,

Report of the Committee on Resoclutions

The report of the Committee on Resolutions conveyed the thanks of the
Institute to the President and Bxecutive Board of the University of King's College
for their kindness in allowing tho Conference to meetiin the Library, and to the
Halifax Library Club for their splendid hospitality as shown in their arrangements,
especially in the luncheon at tho Lord Nelson Hotels The meeting adjourneds

Tea at Green Acores

In the afternoon Miss Bateson entertained the members of the Institute at
tea on the lawn of Green Acres, Waverley. On the way we called at Mount Saint
Vincent College, where the sisters showed us the béautiful chapel and the library.

We also visited the college library on the grounds, the one founded by Sister Francis
de Sales for the benefit of the people in the neighborhoods We were all sorry that
this sister, the librarian of the college and also the instruector in Library Scienoce,
wag 11l and unable to meet us,s Miss Bateson was waiting at Green Acres where tea was
served lmmediately, Mrs. Ingraham p ourings The air and sunshine were delightful and
the hostess most graciouse Before the members separated, Mias Mary Fraser brought in
the report of the Nominating Committee, which was adopteds The names and addresses of
the MeL.I, officers for the year 1939~40 are on the first page of this issue. Then
the fifth annual conference was over, '



