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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

At the meeting of a new year a few rsesolutions are slways
in order, or perhaps in the present militant state of the world a
better term to use would be a8 plan of campaign. I am most apprecia=-
tive of the honour bestowsd on me by the Maritime Library Association
in slecting me President and sccordingly leader in this year's library
campaign.

It seems to me that the key-note of this year's csmpaign
should be coopsration. The Maritime Provinces are at an important
gstage of library development. Much has been dons towards msking books
available to everyons in Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotias. I know
from my own contacts with study clubs in New Brunswick that there is
a growing realization that a more comprehensive library system would
prove of great benefit, particularly to the rursl people of the
Provinee. We librarians are notoriously retiring by nature and
inclined to hide our light under a bushel, but it seems to me that
the time has come to cooperate with all those who want better library
service and with those who do not know what it can do for them, by
Placing not only available books but our knowledge of books and
library methods at thsir servics.
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Perhaps an even more immediate instance where the co-
operation of librarisns is nesded is in connection with the camp
libraries for the combatant forces. We know that these libraries
represent an unparalleled onportunity of bringing books to many
people who have not hitherto had the advantage of books and librarics
within easy reach snd we are inclined to be impatient with those who
have not realizsd the potential importance of this devclopment. I
feel that it is a project which is well worth the sacrificc of personal
and professional pride if by diplomatic cooperation we can secure the
financial backing, orgsnization and technical skill which arc¢ needed
in order to carry on the work.

There has never in the history of our country been such
need of intelligent thinking as at present. If democracy is to con-
tinue, as we are convinced it must, the responsibility of librarians
is a heavy one. We can be active in the fight if we guide¢ our readers
towards sane and balanced tihinking with the books we choose and
recommend.

Let our watch-word be cooperstion, not passive but aggres-
8ively active. As an associstion we are small, but as & source of
knowledge and power for others we can bs mighty. Herc's to a suc-
cessful year for Maritime libraries.

-=-Winifred Snider.

THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE REORGANIZED MARITIME
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

The sixth annual conference of the M. L. I. met in the
Moncton Public Library, Moncton, N.B. on the morning of Thursday,
June 20, 1940, with President Bramwell Chandler in the chair. About
twenty~five members were present. Mr. Chandler introduced Mayor Story,
who in the happiest manner extended a civic welcome to thc assembled
delsgates.

The President's address followed. He emphasized the res-~
ponsibility of librarians in the dark way into which civilization has
fallen, and commented rathsr sharply on the limitations of their
average mental rangs. He then s oke briefly on these four topics:
the regional library movement in Nova Scotia, provision of libraries
for soldiers in militia camps, a closer unity between librarians,
the possibility of a Canadian L;brary Association.

The minutes of tue fifth annual conference were read and
approved; and immediately following the Secretary-Treasurer read
her report. Four new members had been added during the year, two
from Nova Scotia and two from New Brunswick, and one valucd membsr,
Mr. Harry Piers of the Provincial Science Library in Halifax, had
been removed by death. Other matters touched upon in the report
were: the Library Clubs at Saint John and Halifax, the illness of
their two able supporters, Miss Ethel G. Shaw of Saint John and
Miss Eugenie Archibald of the Dalhousie Univemsity Library in
Halifax, suggestions from Miss Archibald and others that the In-
stitutse resume its former nsme, Maritime Library Association, the
Bulletin, the libraries in militis training camps, thec Regional
Libraries in Nova Scotia and the Carnegie grant to these. The
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financial report showed a bslence of $147.24. On motion this rer- —
was adopted, and by a vote of tie confersnce thr rame ol thc » oy
was changed from Maritime Library Institute to Maritimc Lihrety
Association. This action restores .the.link with the 0l4 loritir.
Library Association, organized in 1918, rcorganized at Liorirr .y

in 1934, and carried on since 1935 under the name ¢l cue iaritime
Library Institute. It was also voted that power be given the Ex-
eécutiveto secure incorporation of the Association if this should be
found expedient.

Committees
The President appointed as Nominating Commibicc: Miss
Jean C. Gill, Miss Marion Gilroy, and Mrs. B. F. Mocrs; as Commitliss
on Resolutions: Miss E. M. A. Vaughan, Miss L. F. Barnaby. Misz
Dorothy Cullen.

The Librarians' Round Table

The Librarians' Round Table was an unusually l1lively one. The
following gave informal reports of the year's work in their respsctivs
libraries: Miss E. M, A. Vaughan of Saint John Pres Public ILibrary,
Miss Georgia Starrett of the L. P. Pisher Library at Woodstocx, Mr.
John Allan Drummond of the Silver Jubilee Library at Hopewsll Caps
and its branches in Albert County, Miss Mary Prassr of Dalhcusie
University Library and Miss Marjorie Wickwire of the Tibhrary c¢f lesdig
University, Miss Jean C. Gill of Charlottetown Legis.ative and Public
Library, Miss Dorothy Cullen of the Prince Edward Island Librariss,
Miss L, P. Barnaby of the Citizens' Pres Public Library in Halifax,
Mrs. B. F. Moors, the Moncton Librarian, liss Mabel Steriing, Lib-
rarian of the University of New Brunswick, Miss Marion Gilroy, who
spoks for both the Public Archives of Nova Scotias snd for ths Nova
Scotia Regional Libraries, Miss Doreen Harper of the New Brunswick
Legislative Library, Miss Winifred Snider of the Mount Allison Msmor-
ial Library who spoke also for the I. 0. D. E. Library at Sackvills.
Keen discussion ranged about the problem of supplying militia camps
with adequate library service. The kind of books that should bs
provided, the ways and means of collecting and apportioning thess, the
possibility of co-operation with the library associations of British
Columbia and Ontario were outstanding topics. President Chandler
suggested that in the new government department of war services Thers
8hould be a libraries branch.

Hopswell Capse -

In the afternoon of that same day thoss attending the con-
ference drove to Hopewell Cape, where a few visited the famous Kocks,
8ll spent an hour in the Silver Jubiles Library, and afferwards wers
delightfully entertained at tea by Mr. and Mrs. John Allan Drummoné
in their charming home.

The Evening Session
The evening meesting at the Brunswick Hotel waw open to ths
public, was quite largely attended, and was presided over by Ir.
Godfrey, the President of the Moncton Public Librafy Board. after a
few words of welcome to the librarians the chairman intrcduced Hon.
C. H. Blskeney, the Minister of Education for New Brunswick. Mr.
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Blakeney gave a stirring address., He spoke of the mensce now threaten—
ing our civilization, of the extinetion of the ancient culture in
Europse, of the dominance of strange systems. Great Britain stands as
the bulwark of our freedom and the British Empire cannot bs defeated.
Those engaged in sducation and the maintenance of libraries carry on
the work that willi bring us again to peace and happiness, Canada is
clamoring for educated men and womsn. Mr,. BTakeney concluded with &
plea that 1library work be extended in thess provinces,

Misg Nora Bateson, Director of Nova Scotia Regictnal Libra-
ries, was the next speaker "She said that a librarian should not be a
sustodian of books alone but a leadsr in culture and thought. Shse
belisved librariss wers a vital need of the Maritimss. Those who cah
deal with the changes after the war., she affirmed, must be well reall;
understanding peorle, She then spoke of régional 1librariss. The idea
dates frocm the last war, said Miss Bateson, when Lord Haldane,
distressed. by the iiliteracy in ths United Kingdom, advocated central
1ibraries to ssrve definite arease, Now in Grsat Brifain the county 1is
taken as a unit and severy county has its library system. In the
Maritimes thers is gTrave lack of books z2nd ideas; after twenty years
of gouod livrary ssrvice this will not bs sv, In New Brunswick thers
should be a iibrary commission, and a survey should be made by one
who understands the worke.

Tho next =2ddress was by M:rs Bramwell Chandler, Superintoendent
of the Po Eo 1. Libraries and President of the M, L. A, He told
several pi+hy atories illustrating demands mads upon the regionsl
librarian. ©Cmns of thess was about two brothers who mads trades for
themselves by reading everything the library could supply on Diesel
engines. Mr. Chandler concluded his address with an appeal that the
country care sufficiently for its young men to prov1de them with books,
rominding the audience that a wholé library servics could be made
availlng for the price of one bomb.

After some discussion the meeting adjourned,

Friday Morning

The next morning, Friday, June 21, the Conference mét again
in the Moncton Public Library, President Chandler in the chair, The
first spesker on the program, Miss Vaughan of ths Saiant John Free
Public Libraryg presented the clalms of the Friends of the Library
movement, and gave a brisf sketch of its history. The Ffirst Friends
of the L¢brary group, she said, wgs organized in 1913 by the National
Library of PFrence; a little later the Bodleian followed with a similar
organization and the movement became’ international, In 1937 the
Priends of the ILibrary in Saint John, N.B, maintained the efficlency
of the library service though the city cut its usual annual grant.

Miss Muriel Iutes, secretary to the Frisnds of the Library
Association for Albsrt Gounty, N.B., spoke of the emssllent work that
was being carried on in that area, Lady Iweedsmuir had been sympae~
thetic with the efforts of the rural teacghers to give library service
to the people and had donated 1300 books; small groups of these
teachers meet regularly and arrange for .their distribution, Mrs. Je C.
Webster of Shediac had given to the Associatiém 500 books as well as
a large numbsr of carefully selected pictures,

Mrs. Webster was present and explained how she prepared for
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rreservation pictures she had cut from magazines snd =zfterwards bound
or framed. She then distributes these to schools.

Mr. James B. Bedsll of Fredericton next gevs-an sddress-on .

the relation of the government—-ofNewBrunswick to the Libraries or =
library movements in the province. This was especially pertinent as
Mr. Bedell recently accepted an appointment in ths Department of
Education. He is responsible, he said, for formulating plans for a
gystem of libraries in New Brunswick. A policy might be determined
on the following fundamental principles:

l. Libsral development cannot be expscted except on ths
provineisl levelx

: 2. Taxation and legislation belong to the provincial
government. Provincial suvport is indispensabls.

3. Regional centres through which a 1library service might
be started on a provincial scale should be located in *the cities and
larger towns. There should be a provincial advisory board, non-
partisan, with long term membership.

¥iss Bateson, Miss Vaughan, Mrs. Webster, lliss Lutes, and
Mr. Drummond took part in the discussion that followed Mr. Bedell's

paper.

Closing Business of the Conference

On motion the incoming Executive was asked to get in touch
with the O. L. A. on the matter of camp libraries.

The report of the nominating committee was read and adopted.
The names of the officers for 1940-'41 are on the first page of this
issue. After the adoption of the report the new President, Miss
Winifred Snider, took the chair. It was decided by vote that the
invitation to hold the seventh Annual Conference of the Maritime
Library Association at Acagia University, Wolfvidlec, N. S., be
accepted.

Miss Vaughan presented the report of the committee on reznln-~
tions. It was resolved that the thanks of the Association be tendered
the Moncton Public Library Board, the Librarian, Mrs. Hoorc, end her
agsistant, Miss Condon, for their hospitslity and cntcrtainment; to
Mr. and Mrs. Drummond of Hopewell Cape for their gracious hospitality
and for the inspiration received from sscing the work of the Silver
Jubilee Library; to the guest spegkers for their cncouraging addressss;
to the press for its able reports of our Confersnces.

Mrs. Moore invited all attending the Conferencc to z luncheon
at Rockaway Inn generously provided by the Moncton Public Library Board.

Luncheon
The lunchson at Rockaway Inn, six miles from the City of
Moncton, gave the delegates another opportunity of mesting cash other,
and of talking with the members of the Moncton Library Board. The
Inn was charming, the food dzinty and =2bundant, the conversation
iively. Mr. Godfrey, who again presided, made a gracious and genial
ost,

The Webster Museum at Beauséjour
After luncheon the visitors were taken in cars to the natural
wonder, Magnetic Hill, and then to the Webster Museum at Bezusé jour.
The Museum is destined to be a lasting monumsnt to the patriotic
devotion and careful scholarship of one man, Dt. J. C. Webster,

\|
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~ 8pplied to the collection and preservation of all rccords ond objects
of historical intersst in the Chignecto region. Dr. Webster himself
welcomed the visitors and explained the exhibits.

The Editor and her four travelling companions regrstfully
declined an invitation to have tea with Dr. and Mre. Webster, for it
was late aftsrnoon, and thers wsere many miles to cover before we
could reach home. Our colleaguses had not all arrived; we have not
heard from them about the aftermoon, but ws know they farsd well. No
good librarian can afford indiffersnce to museum collections. The
Moncton Conference was over, our first conference since the outbreak
of a new and disastrous war, and it had proved that library interest
wag unabated in the Maritimes.

Reduced Ratss on
Library Books Circulated by Iail

The Federal Government is coopsrating with the library
service of Canada in permitting books to bse circulated at greatly
reduced rates. The regulations for the Maritime Provinces are
that library books sent out by a recognized library or institution
which does not operate for profit may be sent to any person within
these thres Provinces at the rate of 5¢ for each pound or fraction
tThereof and 1¢ for each additional pound or fraction of a pound.
This postage which must bs prepaid by the senders, covers the return
of the library books, provided a suitabls lasbel is furnished by the
library making the loan. Librarisns wishing to take advantage of
thess reducsd rates should apply to the Director of Administration
Services, Post Office Department, Canada, Ottawa.



