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REGIONAL LIBRARIES 

By Nora Batoson, Director of Libraries, Regional Libraries 
Commission, Nb S. 

It i s  perhaps an accidont, but a happy one, t ha t  the  newly in s t i t u t ed  
Library Commission has been christoned "Regional." It keeps boforo the mind 
the  f a c t  t ha t  f o r  Nova Scotia today it i s  impossible t o  think of good l i b r a ry  
service except through a larger un i t ' than  the towns and some of the counties 
provide. It i s  t he  general opinion tha t  40,000 t o  50,000 i s  the  minimum popu- 
l a t i on  t h a t  can support good, e f f i c i en t  service.  

The general acceptance of t h i s  f ac t  i s  creating everywhere a. rovolution 
i n  the  s t a tu s  of the public l ibrary.  For i f  there  i s  nothing i n  the world more 
d i sp i r i t ed  than the  small inef f ic ien t  l ibrary,  there  is nothing more enriohing, 
more ron l ly  dynamic i n  the l i f e  of a community than an adeqvlte one. I n  most 
c i t i e s  t he  publio l ib ra ry  has fo r  some time been an honoured ins t i tu t ion ;  now 
t h a t  the  county and regional l i b r a ry  has passod the experimental stage its 
establishment i n  r u r a l  areas and small towns w i l l  give them an ine t i t u t i on  
equivalent t o  t h a t  enjoyod by the  c i t i e s .  

I n  the English counties, i n  three Ontario counties and i n  the  New England 
States  where a great  many small l i b r a r i e s  were already i n  existence, these a r e  
being linked together around some strong oentra l  l ibrary.  Contribution t o  a 
cen t ra l  book fund creates  a stream of new books which oirculate  through the  
chain of l i b r a r i e s  and the oentra l  l ib ra ry  of fe rs  leadership and guidance. Tho 
cumu1,ative r e su l t  a f t e r  a few years i n  some of the  Ontario counties has so  
invigorated the small l i b r a r i e s  t h a t  Ontario's Inspector of Public Libraries 
predicts t h a t  i n  a few years such cooperative schemes w i l l  be i n  operation r i g h t  
across the  province. 

This, however, cannot be our solut ion i n  Nova Scotia. For we lack the 
f i r s t  condition -- strong cen t ra l  l i b r a r i e s  already i n  existenoer This, how- 
ever, may be our good fortune. I t  leaves us f r e e  t o  build our l i b r a r i e s  on a 
1939 model. Eight or nine regional and county l i b r a r i e s  srspported a t  a per 
capi ta  r a t e  of -35 t o  .50 wodd meet Nova Scotia needs. Acoording t o  f igures  
published by the  Dominion Goverment, Nova Scotia supports i t s  publio l i b r a r i ee  
a t  t h e  r a t e  of -02 per capita,  standing, i n  t h i s  respeot, a t  t h e  b o t t m  of t he  
l i s t  of Provinces and States .  The A. L. A. s e t s  the  r a t e  f o r  adequate servioe a t  
a minimum of $1.00 per capita but t h i s  is f a r  i n  excess of what Nova Scotla ean, 
a t  the  present time, afford,  A t  the  r a t e  mentioned systems could be 80% up 
which would, i n  a thousand quiet ways, create a revolution throughout Nova Scotla, 

How, then, a r e  these l i b r a r i e s  t o  be s e t  q? The f i r s t  s tep is t o  make 
people aware of the  need, t o  create  i n t e l l i gen t  informed opinion i n  the matter. 
There a r e  many ways of doing th i s .  There a r e  many organizations i n  Nova Scotia 
concerned with the  sooial  and educational welfare of t h e  provinoe and most of 
these organizations have real ized the  great  need of books t o  oarry omt and 
supplement t h e i r  programmes. When t h e  poss i b i l i t l e e  of modern l i b r a ry  servioe 
a r e  put before them there  i s  no doubt of t k i r  support, and exeout iw members of 
many of these have already expressed t h e i r  desi re  t o  ge t  behind the  l ib ra ry  
movement. When the  matter has been l a i d  before provinoial and looal meetings 
of a l l  organizations l i k e l y  t o  be interested,  a body of publio opinion 



in teres ted i n  t he  l i b r a ry  w i l l  have been created. It i s  t h i s  organized, in- 
formed, i n t e l l i gen t  opinion which we may expect w i l l ,  aoting throrrgh i t a  
elected representatives and expenditure boards, decide t o  vote an assesement 
su f f i c i en t  f o r  l ib ra ry  purposes. 

To take t h e  oase of Cape Breton, where the  quoation of an assessment f o r  
regional  l i b r a ry  purposes came rmp i n  January a s  a de f in i t e  issue bofore t he  
Jo in t  Expenditure Board. Readers of t h e  "Bulletintt may remember t h a t  t he  
l i b r a r y  survey of t h e  Province came a s  a r e s u l t  of a request from a Committee 
of t he  Joint  Expenditure Board. For several  years now the re  have been groups and 
individuals i n  Cape Breton in teres ted i n  a regional  l i b r a r y j  t he  repor t  on t h e  
Prince Edmrd Island demonstration; the  pamphlet "Why not a Cooperative Library" 
and the Library Survey of Nova Scotia had been widely c i rcdla ted and disouseed 
and small col lect ions  of l i ve ,  new books had been bought by many ored i t  union 
and cooporativw groups t o  serve a s  appetizers.  As I arr ived i n  the  Provinoe ea r ly  
i n  Deoombr, we had only three  weeks i n  whioh t o  organize t h e  oampaign. A l l  the  
seventeen members of the  Jo in t  Expenditure Board were interviewed and many 
organizations addressed. Resolutions asking t h a t  a grant be made were aent  i n  
t o  the  Board from a l l  the  loca l s  of the  U.M.W., from tho  Steelworkerat Union, 
from t h e  Canadian Legion, t he  Rotary Clubs, Minis tor ia l  Associatiom, 00- 

operative organizations and other groups. The Board discussed the  matter a t  
length but referred it back t o  t he  town councils f o r  fu r ther  considoration. The 
events of January, however, threw a flood of l i g h t  on t he  d i f f i o u l t i e s  and prob- 
lems involved. Considering t he  serious economic depression of Cape Breton a t  
t h a t  time and t h e  pressing problem of r e l i e f ,  what i s  surpr is ing i s  not t h a t  
ac t ion  was deferred but t h a t  it was ser iously  considered. In  addi t ion there  a r e  
technical  questions about t he  power of t he  Joint  Expenditure Boards and other 
problems and it was a l s o  c lea r  that ,  s trong and general as  the  support was, it 
needed t o  be even s t r o n p r  and be t t e r  informed and organized. These and other 
obstacles postponed action,  but t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a re  now c l ea r ly  outl ined and 
t h a t  i s  the  f i r s t  s t ep  towards t h e i r  removal. 

The oase of Cape Breton gives an idea of how t h e  problem may be tackled. 
In other par ts  of the  province people a r e  organized on d i f f e r en t  l i n e s  but the  
pr inciple  comld well  be t h e  same. I n  Pictou County there  w i l l  be meetings 
ea r ly  i n  March under t he  auspices of the  Local Council of Women, the  Home and 
School, the  IaOeDaEo 

I n  the United Sta tes  today great  emphasis is  l a i d  on t h e  need f o r  S t a t e  
a id  i n  t he  establishment of l i b r a r i e s  fo r  r u r a l  areas.  It looks a8 though we 
may be very for tunate  i n  t h i s  respect  i n  Nova Scotia. A measure is t o  be 
brought up t h i s  Session giving provincial  help, probably a t  a r a t e  of .10 per 
capi ta  t o  any region tha t ,  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t o  the  Commission, assesses i t s e l f  far 
a regional  l ib ra ry .  I f  t h i s  i s  put through it should st imulate i n t e r e s t  and aation, 

(Readers of t h e  Bul le t in  a r e  doubtless famil iar  wi th  Miss Batesonts work i n  t he  
Maritimes, but a f t e r  reading the  above they should read again her repor t  pub- 
l i shed by P.E.I. Libraries,  Charlottetown, i n  1936: The Carnegie Library 
Demonstration i n  Prince Edward I s  land, Canada, 1933-1936 ; and a l s o  her Library '  
Survey of Nova Scotia, published by the  Department of Eduoation f o r  Now Sootia, 
Halifax, 1938. They w i l l  be glad t o  look up an a r t i c l e  by Marion Gilroy, 
"Libraries fo r  Nova Scotia", i n  the  Journal of Eduoation, March, 1937. Watoh 



carefmlly for  fu r the r  reports  and pamphlets by Miss Bateson on her work on the 
Regional Libraries Commiss ion, f o r  they w i l l  be f arthooming. Editor. ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ' .  

A ~ . U R I T I l E  CATALOGUE OF DISTINCTION 

Helen D. Beals 

We a r e  proud t o  add t o  the growing l i s t  of bibliographies issued i n  the 
Maritime Provinces, a recent publication compiled by one of our members, Miss 
Eugenie Archibald - A catalogue of the  William Ingl is  Morse oolleotion a t  the  
Dalhousie University Library. This catalogue does c r ed i t  t o  a valuable col leot ion 
not only i n  the  fu l lness  and accuracy of t he  bibliographical  information, but i n  
the  d i s t i nc t i on  of i t s  format. It was printed i n  London a t  t he  Curwen Press i n  a 
limited ed i t ion  of two hundred and f i f t y  copies. Tho paper i s  of f i n e  quali ty,  
and the  pages a r e  wel l  designod, with generous margins and well-chosen type. 
The i l l u s t r a t i ons ,  inoluding two views of the i nv i t i ng  room i n  which the ool leot ion 
i s  housed and four facsimiles of ear ly  drawings, add in t e r e s t  t o  the volume. 

A prefatory note s t a t e s  t h a t  tho  catalogue was begun i n  1933 by Miss 
Archibald with t h e  cooperation and ass is tance of Miss Shannon and Miss Henry. 
A l l  l ib ra r ians  w i l l  rea l ize  what months of painstaking and often tedious work 
have been necessary f o r  t he  accomplishment of such an exaoting task  and w i l l  
tender hear ty  congratulations t o  Miss Archibald and Miss Shannon on i t s  
sa t i s fac tory  completion. 

D r .  Morse's col lect ion i s  indeed an  in te res t ing  and valuable one. As i n  
the  similar l i b r a ry  he established a t  Acadia some years ago, the  needs of both 
the  general reader and t h e  research student a re  considered. Of t he  general 
books l i t t l e  need be said  except t h a t  they a r e  chosen with discrimination, oomr 
a wide var ie ty  of subjects and include several  ra re  ea r ly  edit ions.  The great  
value of the  col lect ion l i e s  i n  the  items ooncerning Canadian and pa r t i cu l a r ly  
Nova Scotian histo;-y. These include many books of ea r ly  date. Others, such a s  
t he  group of twelity-one Carman imprints, while not of great  age a r e  of con- 
s iderable  r a r i t y .  

A unique i n t e r e s t  at taches t o  a number of the items i n  t h a t  they were pur- 
chased from the l i b r a ry  of Lord Dalhousie through his  great-granddaughter, Mrs. 
Braun Lindsay. It i s  most f i t t i n g  that these  should f ind  t he i r  way back t o  the  
University which bears his name, Among them i s  a s e r i e s  of sketahes made a t  
d i f f e r en t  points i n  the provinoe i n  1818. Fifty-two of these a r e  bound in to  a 
s ingle  large volume. Another se r ios  of t e n  sketches by Lieut. Pooley of the 
Royal Engineers makes a fascinat ing record of e a r l i e r  days i n  Nova Scotia. 

The maps, many of them framed, a r e  of great  i n t e r e s t .  Two plans of Halifax 
date back t o  i t s  very beginning i n  1749. 

Several itoms r e l a t i ng  t o  General Wolfe make a valuable addi t ion t o  the  
Wolfe material  i n  Maritime l ibrar ies .  Among them i s  an autograph l e t t e r  m i t t e n  
while waiting i n  Halifax i n  1758 f o r  orders t o  proceed t o  Louisburg. A group o f  



t h i r t y  small por t ra i t s ,  engravings and sketches a r e  framed i n  th ree  $ m a l l  groups, 

The catalogue i s  a comprehensive one, l i s t i n g  not only the  bound volmea 
of the collection,  but a l so  the  material  under the  following headingat busts, 
documents, furni ture ,  l e t t e r s ,  manusoripts, maps, miscellaneous (bookplates, 
scrap-books, e tc .  ), periodicals,  picturos,  po r t r a i t s ,  sheet music and vases. 
There is  a l so  a note by Miss Shannon describing the Douglas Cockerell col lect ion - 
a group of one hundred and f o r t y  books " f u l l  of i n t e r e s t  f o r  the  lover of old 
books and beaut i ful  bindings", given by the  publisher t o  the Morae Library. They 
date chief ly  from the  sixtoonth and eighteenth centuries,  though there  are  in- 
cluded several  incunabula of the  f i f t e e n t h  century. 

T J B  LIBRARY AT ST. ANDREbYS, N. B. 

The Town of St. Andrews, N. B. i s  s e t t i ng  a commendablo example i n  re-  
organizing and recataloguing i t s  l ibrary.  The l ib ra r ian ,  Mrs. Thomar J. Coughey, 
writes:  "Although I have been a subscriber t o  the  Library f o r  the past  t h i r t y  
years, my family have never beon so intensely interes ted a s  we a r e  today ... It 
was or ig ina l ly  a loaning l i b r a ry  of the  Anglican Church and has been i n  existenoe 
fo r  more than t h i r t y  years. It began with  a donation of books from a party of 
summer residents . . . Gradually t he  l i b r a ry  increased u n t i l  it was too large f a r  
the  l i t t l e  room i n  tho Par ish Hall Building. About f i ve  years ago it was offered 
t o  t he  tm, accepted, moved t o  the Town Hall, and placed under t h e  care of a 
committee of th ree  responsible t o  t he  Town Council." This committee, Mrs. Coughey 
reports,  r i gh t ly  decided t h a t  f i r s t  of a l l  they should p r in t  a catalogue, but fundr 
were lacking. Mrs. Coughey's family came t o  her rescue with two typewriters and 
a mimeograph; very soon 100 copies of a 92-page catalogue were ready and were 
bound i n  a dark blue manila cover a t  t h e  local  printing-house fo r  a small sum. 
A oopy, tempting i n  appearance and i n  the  l i s t e d  t i t l e s ,  i s  on the Edi tor ts  
desk a t  time of writing. The summer v i s i t o r s  t o  .the beaut i ful  town l a s t  summer 
donated 250 books t o  the  l ib ra ry  and the  Overseas League gave 200, but the  most 
assuring pledge of fu ture  progress i s  the  keen i n t e r e s t  of t h e  l i b r a r i an  and her 
colleagues and, behind them, of the  body of c i t i zens  of St. Andrews. 

THE SAINT JOHN FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Conrmissioners ( Report 

On January 20 the  commissioners of t he  Saint  John Free Publio Library pre- 
sented t h e i r  annual report  t o  t h e  Cammon Council. This report  pointed out t h a t  
the  eff ic iency of the  service rendered t o  the publio by the l ib ra ry  i n  1938 was 
impaired by the  f a c t  t h a t  the  council had not restored i n  f u l l  the  grant pre- 
viously received and urged t h a t  t he  matter be given immediate a t tent ion.  It was 
emphasized t h a t  s t a t i s t i c s  do not reveal  conclusively the work and servioe a 
l ib ra ry  renders a community. It was claimed by the commissioners t h a t  the  Publio 
Library i s  p rac t ica l ly  the  only source of informative and cu l tu ra l  reading i n  
the  c i t y  and i n  thanking the l ib ra r ian ,  Miss Es te l le  M. A. Vaughan and her s t a f f  
they expressed the opinion t h a t  t h e  qual i ty  of service rendered was made possible 
only through the devotion and keenness of Miss Vaughan and her ass i s tan ts .  The 



report  a l so  expressed appreoiation of the continued a o t i v i t i e s  of The Frienda of 
the  Library and the  a f f i l i a t e d  organizations, A r t  Club, Frenoh Club, ladies '  Morning 
Musioal Club, and the Saint  John Teachers Association. The Friends of the  Library 
presented 102 volumes a t  t h e i r  annual reception and a l so  conducted a booth a t  the 
Saint John Exhibition. The Library had a booth a t  the  b?ok f a i r  of the Busineas 
and Professional Women's Club. 

NOTES AND PERSONALS 
From Halifax, N. S. . 

Mrs. Ingles, M.A. Toronto, formerly Miss Sal ly  Ballard of the Toronto 
University Library School s t a f f ,  i s  .now l iving i n  Halifax. 

U s s  Hilda Gifford, B.A. McGill, B.L.S. MoGill, 1938, has recent ly  joined 
the Dalhousie University Library s t a f f .  

The Halifax Library Club entertained a t  a luncheon i n  h ~ n o u r  of Miss Nora 
Bateson a t  the  Halifax Hotel i n  Deoember, 

. . 
Two 1938 graduates of the  McGill Library School, Miss Ceoilia MacDopald, 

B.A. Mount St. Vincent, and Miss Charlotte Murphy, B.A. Dalhousie a r e  new members 
of the Halifax Library Club. 

Miss Bateson was guest speaker a t  the February meeting of the  Ralifax Library 
Club. During t h i s  winter's meetings of the club the  subjeot of regional l i b r a r i e s  
i s  being stressed. 

The new Dalhousie Medioal Library i s  nearing completion. The new building 
w i l l  be of i n t e r e s t  t o  the  members of the In s t i t u t e  a t  the  Conference t h i s  spring. 

S i s t e r  Franoes de Sales of Nount St. Vincent recently arranged an a t t r ac t ive  
display i l l u s t r a t i n g  the his tory of the  book. She arranged it for  her Library 
Soience class  but invited any who were interested t o  see it. A large number of 
people took advantage of the  invi ta t ion.  

From Yarmouth, N. S. - 
I - .- - Miss Emilie Raymond, Librarian of the Yarmouth Public Library, wri tes t  "We 

had a very successful Book Week t h i s  year. We had 309 new books, of which 75 were 
for  ahildren. A t  the  close of Book Week there  was an excellent display on a table  
i n  one of the l i b ra ry  rooms. On Friday, November 18, t ea  was served t o  the publie 
i n  the Library and a t  t h i s  t h e ,  through the kindness of R. H. Davis & Co., a 
t ab le  of Children's Books was displayed. Any person desiring t o  give a child 's  
book t o  the Library oould buy it from t h i s  table.  The sum of $26 -53 was taken a t  
the  t e a  and there  were addit ional g i f t s  amounting t o  $19.00, giving us a t o t a l  of 
$45.50 for  new books ." 

I From Prince Edward I s  land Libraries 
I 

We have received the P. E. I. Libraries Bulletin, vole 3, no. 3, and a l so  a 
copy of the Selected Lis t  of New Books i n  the  Libraries, January, 1939 - about; 

I 300 i n  a l l ,  c lass i f ied  broadly as Fict ion and Non-Fiction, Under the  l a t t e r  a r e  



the  subclassos: Psychology and Religion, Sociology, Soien t i f ic  and Technioal 
Books, Art and Amusements, Language and Literature,  Travel, Biography, History, 
Camdiana. The following items a re  from the  Bulletin: , 

It has been deoided t o  hold annually a two-day aonferenoe of a l l  bxawh L 

l ib ra r ians  i n  Prinoe Edward Island fo r  t he  purpose of discussing local problems 
and studying new methods. 

Radio Stat ion CFCY i n  Charlottetown has been oarrying a book review 
broadcast every Thursday morning a t  10.30 since t h e  beginning of the year, The 
reviews a re  prepared a t  Library Headquarters and Miss Dorothy Cullen is  the  broad- 
oaster. Later i n  the  season the  broadcasts may be moved t o  the  evening programme 

r 
t o  reach a d i f fe ren t  audience. Miss Cullen's de l igh t fu l  t a l k s  have reached l i s ten-  
e rs  i n  Nova Scotia and New Brunswiok as well as  on the  Island, 

r' - Interest ing reports of l ib ra ry  ac t iv i ty  a t  the  various P. E. I. branohes 
were recorded i n  the  Bulletin. There a r e  projects  fo r  new l ib ra ry  buildings a t  c 

Hunter River, a t  Montague, and a t  Vernon; there  a r e  newly furnished l i b ra ry  rooms 
at Alberton; Georgetown has th ree  junior reading clubs and one adul t  l i t e r a r y  
club, a l l  fostered by the  branoh l ibrar ian;  t he  Summerside l ib ra ry  is  having one 
of t he  busiest  periods i n  i t s  history. 

General l ib ra ry  news 

The s ix ty - f i r s t  annual aonference of t h e  American Library Association w i l l  
meet a t  San Francisco, California, June 18-24. Miss E. M. A. Vaughan, Librarian 
of t he  Saint John Free Public Library and Vice-President o f t h e  M. L. I. f o r  
New Brunswick, expects t o  attend.. 

The f i f t h  annual conferenoe of t h e  Maritime Library I n s t i t u t e  w i l l  meet 
i n  Halifax during the  ear ly  summer, but the  date  has not yet  been fixed. Ful l  
information and an  out l ine  of t h e  programme w i l l  be found i n  the  next issue of 
the  Bulletin. 

w 

The A. L. A. annual conferenoe for 1940. w i l l  be held i n  Cincinnati. 

AN HOUR WITH THE POETS: A MEDLZY 
Mother 

An hour with the  poets, dear, The Blessed Damosel leaned out; 
To check f r i v o l i t y l  The Boy stood on the burning deok 

A l i n e  from This, e verse from That; When Kempenfelt went down, 
It w i l l  not wedry thee. And only not a wreck. 

Jane 
LC' Y e s ,  dearest  mother, here's the  shelf ,  Some work of noble note may ye t  be done; 

And I must choose the  l ines  myself, Whether t o  s a i l  and see thee, g i r l  of my 
Mother dr eams , 
T t e  and arrange them, daughter mine; When I consider l i f e  and i t s  f e w  years, 

See tha t  the  sentiments a r e ~ f i n e ,  A l l  was fo r  best;  
With no vulgarity. Be calm, thou Wedding Guest1 

73anefs  culling8 from the poets, He never l o s t  an English gun; 
arranged systematioally ) I calmed her fears.  

Si lent  upon a peak on Darien 
M y  love i s  l i ke  a red, red rose; Seleoted. 
For l i f e  i s  not an i d l e  ore; 

I Thou mayest smile a t  a l l  thy foes. 


