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"In experience when people once begin to read they go on. They begin 
because they think they ought to, and they go on beoause they must. Yes. They 
find it widens life. We're all greedy for life, you know, and our short span of 
existenoe oantt give us all that we hunger fw; the time is too short and our mbpemity 
not large enough. But in books we experience all life vioariously." Elizabeth Goudge 
in "A City of Bells1'. 

NOVA SCOTIA LIBRARY SURVEY 

Readers of the Bulletin will remember Miss Marion Gilroyls article, 
Regional Libraries for Nova Sootia? in our last issue, written soon after Miss Nora 
Bateson had completed, under the authority of the Nova Scotia Government, a survey 
of library conditions throughout the province. Miss Bateson's Report on the Survey 
has recently been published by the Nova Scotia Department of Eduaation in a neat 
pamphlet of forty pages, Copies can be obtained from the Department on request. 

Af'ter a short introduction outlining tho plan and purpose of the Survey 
there follows a descriptive sketch of Nova Scotia with map, including a short but 
comprohensive note on the educational system, with a list of the ten degreo con- 
ferring institutions in the province. Thc writer thon makes a careful digest of the 
existing library service in Nova Scotia, with notes on the publio archives, the 
legislative library, the provincial science library, the libraries of the universi- 
tios and oalJeges, the school libraries and the central library for teachers, the 
city and town libraries, and such other helpful agencies as the Maritime Library 
Institute, the Viomen~s Institutes, and the Imperial Order of the Daughters of the 
Empire. On tho whole, the Report serves as a useful handbook on library matters in 
the province . 

The conclusion is that in spite of recent progress Nova Scotia ranks with 
Mississippi and Arkansas as spending less on libraries and books than any other 
areas of this continent. The case will not be hopeless, however, if Miss Batesolits 
suggested plan for organizing a library service for the province be studied and 
followed. This plan includes a Library Commissi~n,~a Director of Libraries re- 
sponsible to the Copmission, and a province-wide system of county libraries. 

The Ontario Library Association 
oxtends a cordial invitation 

to the members of the 
Maritime Library Institute 
to attend the annual conferenoe 

af the Ontario Library Ass~ciation 
to b~ held in c or onto, Ontario, 

on landay and Tuesday, 
May 23rd and 24th, 1938, 



with Headquarters i n  the  
'public  Reference Library,  College S t .  

R.S.V.P* 
Miss E,  H, Morton, Secre tary ,  
Ontario Library Association, 
Public  Reference Library, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

MICROPHOTOGRAPHY 

A Radio Address 
by 

Charlos R. Sanderson 
Chief Librarian,  Tor onto Public  Library 

One of t h e  remarkable th ings  i n  t h i s  genera t ion  i s  t h e  way eo many th ings  
of far-reaching importance creep i n  a s  it were i n  t h e i r  s tocking f e e t ,  almost un- 

- noticed i n  t h e  beginning, and then, i n  a fow yea r s1  time, a r e  taken a s  comonplaoe. 
T h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  oase only wi th  motor cars ,  w i th  radio,  which depended only a few 
years  ago on a f i d d l i n g  c a t t s  whisker, wi th  aeroplanes,  w i th  e l e c t r i c  r e f r i g e r a t i o n .  
It i s  tho same wi th  a l l  branches of engineering. It i s  t h o  samo wi th  medioal scienoe. 
It i s  the  same with physics.  

And to-day t h e r e  has come another new invention,  a kind of a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
photography, which i s  being developed i n  hundreds, perhaps thousands, of l i b r a r i e s  
and business i n s t i t u t i o n s  a l l  over t h e  world. By it books and manuscripts a r e  photo- 
graphed page by page on movie camera f i lm.  It i s  an  invent ion  which i s  going t o  have 
a n  enormous influonce on tho way l i b r a r i e s  do somo of t h e i r  work, To g ive  a n  idea  of 
only one s i d e  of it, l e t  me remind you t h a t  l i b r a r i e s  must preserve copies  of t h e  
d a i l y  newspapers, Newspapers of to-day form tho  h i s t o r i c a l  ma te r i a l  f o r  coming gcnor- 
a t ions .  But a bound volume of one of our newspapers f o r  one month weighs twenty-one 
pounds and measures two f e e t  high and ono and a h a l f  f e e t  wide. It i s  easy f o r  any- 
one t o  imagine the  space taken up by scores  and scores  of yea r s  of bound volumes of 
newspapers, But to-day w i t h  t h i s  new mothod, each page of t h o  newspaper is photographod 
on a t i n y  35 m. f i lm,  s o  t h a t  in s t ead  o f  the  huge, heavy, bound volume f o r  a month's 
newspaper, we have a small compact r o l l  of  f i l m  weighing only t e n  ounces ins tead  of 
twenty-one pounds, and only four inches high i n s t e a d  of two f a e t  high. It i s  s o m -  
t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  method of a movie camera, bu t  t h e  p ic tu res  i n  t h i s  case a r e  t h e  
photographs of p r i n t e d  pages of  t h e  newspaper, and ins t ead  of  being shown on a screen  
on a wal l ,  they  a r e  shown i n  a s p e c i a l  p ro jec to r ,  which i s  n kind of small  reading box, 
and we can t u r n  j u s t  one page a t  a timo, As we s i t  down i n  f r o n t  of t h i s  reading box, 
we can road t h o  newspaper aga in  q u i t e  c l ea r ly ,  magnified beyond i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i ze .  

One of the  g r e a t  advantages of t h i s  inven t ion  is the  saving of space which 
I have j u s t  mentionod, b u t t h e r e  i s  another advantage which is even more important, 
Let me pu t  it t h i s  way, Paper t o  l i v e ,  t o  l a s t ,  has t o  be made of rags,  and t h o  b e s t  
and longest  l i v i n g  paper is mado of l i n e n  rag,  But everyone knows how widely wood 
pulp i s  usod to-day f o r  making paper. Many books, probably most books, a r e  p r i n t e d  on 
wood pulp paper, and the re  are*11 grades of wood pulp,  Evon t h e  b e s t  of it won't l a s t ,  
and when we ge t  t o  t h e  l i g h t e s t  v a r i e t i e s ,  t h a t ,  f o r  example, on which newspapers a r e  
p r in ted ,  it i s  est imated that  tho  newspapers which you and I read to-day w i l l  not be 
i n  exis tence  a t  a l l  i n  seventy-five years ,  t h e  paper w i l l  have d i s i n t e g r a t e d  and w i l l  
have gone back t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  pulp. 

This i s  a problem which is  not  only se r ious  b u t  grave. Our newspapers a r e  
t h e  records of our happenings; they  form mate r i a l  which alone can answer t h e  hundred and 
one quest ions which h i s t o r i a n s  and rerrearch workors of many kinds w i l l  a s k  a hundred 
years  from now, And a newspaper p r in ted  to-day on newsprint w i l l  have vanished seventy- 



f ive  years from now. A very few newspapers pr in t  a special  edi t ion of a few copies on 
special  paper fo r  preservation. But what are  we going to  do about a l l  t h e  others? 

The answer i s ,  reproduce them on a movie camera film tha t  w i l l  l a s t ,  and 
a special  kind of f i lm  has been invented tha t  has long l i f e  and which, l ike  t he  f i lm 
for  home movies, i s  not inflammable, It w i l l  noithor catch f i r e  nor explode. I t  
has t o  be kept i n  atmosphere of a cer ta in  temperature and of a cer ta in  humidity. 
But tho United States Bureau of Standards has put t h i s  special  f i lm through very ex- 
haustive t e s t s ,  and they say tha t  i f  these simple conditions are  observed the f i lm 
w i l l  l a s t  longer than they can estimate, cer ta inly as  long as  rag-made paper w i l l  
l a s t ,  or has lasted,  and tha t  i s  over f i v e  hundred years, So t h i s  new application 
of photography, or t h i s  new application of the  movie camera, whioh i s  called 
microphotography, has solved another problem which has been worrying l ib ra r ians  for 
mny ,  many yearn. 

But, important a s  a l l  t h i s  i s ,  it i s  only half the  story. Libraries used t o  
be r e s t r i c t ed  t o  t b i r  own books, plus the occasional book borrowed from some other 
place. To-day books tha t  a r e  so scaroe and valuable t h a t  they a re  almost beyond 
price a r e  being photographed on movie-films i n  the  Bri t ish  Museum and such l i b ra r i e s ,  
and the  films are  being supplied t o  other l i b r a r i e s  a t  emall cost, so t h a t  even i f  
l i b r a r i e s  cannot have a copy of the or iginal  book they can have a repl ica  of it on film, 
and t h a t  f i lm can be read i n  the special  reading box I have already talked about, 
Sixteen l i b ra r i e s  on th i s  oontinent have recently joined together on a project  t o  
have a l l  ear ly  English books photographed. Fif teen of those l i b ra r i e s  are  i n  the 
United States,  The Toronto Public Library i s  t he  only one on th i s  s ide of the border. 
This means tha t  here i n  the Toronto Public Library during the next four years we s h a l l  
get  and preserve a replica of every book t h a t  was printed i n  English up to  the year 
1550. Indeed a t  t h i s  moment we already have 317 such books on films covering 
approximately 63,000 pages. And it should be r e m b o r e d  t h a t  they include some of 
t he  scarcest  and most cos t ly  books i n  the  world* Students of history, students of 
economics, or ear ly  medicine, of law, w i l l  now be able t o  see a replica of every one 
of those books i n  the Toronto Public Library, whereas formerly they would have had t o  
t r ave l  the world over t o  see them* I said students, but of course anyone and every- 
one i s  weloome t o  see them, 

Then again, we were forced t o  borrow a book from time t o  time for some 
special  purpose from great  l i b r a r i e s  l i ke  the New York Public Library or the Library 
of Congress. Sometimes they were very valuable books and the cost of insurance and 
postage was i n  i t s e l f  considerable, We no longer borrow such bveke. T h w  l ib ra r i e s  
w i l l  now produce for us a movie-film of the  book a t  a t r i f l i n g  cost (say a cent or a 
cent and a half a page) and t h i s  f i lm oan not only be road i n  our own reading box, but 
we have the  f i lm t o  keep f o r  a l l  time, jus t  as i f  we had a copy of the book i t s e l f ,  

Let us go one step fur ther ,  The Toronto Public Library i s  now ready t o  do 
the same thing for  other l i b r a r i e s ,  The great  Reference Library here possesses 
countless treasures i n  manuscripts and ra re  books, special ly  those dealing with 
Canada, and we are  will ing t o  produce films of these manuscripts or books f o r  other 
l i b r a r i e s  or f o r  individual students or others who may be interested,  and the  cost  i s  
the  same t r i f l i n g  oost of about a cent and a half a page. The Library seeks t o  make 
no p ro f i t  on th i s .  It believes tha t  it i s  i t s  duty t o  make i t s  resources available 
as  widely as possible. And if a l ib ra ry  or a reader hasn't a reading box conveniently 
handy, there  a re  small hand machines, something l i k e  the old stereoscopes, which 
oan be bought t o  read the films, or the Toronto Publio Library w i l l  make a n  enlarge- 
ment from the f i l m ,  and the  enlargement costs only soma f i f t e e n  cents a sheet, again 
no p r o f i t  being made, 

And now, before I f in i sh ,  may I make an appeal t o  you to  help us, The 
Toronto Public Library special ly  col lects  and preserves h i s to r i ca l  material dealing 
with Canada, Not merely Toronto, not merely Ontario, but for  a l l  Canada, Our 



c o l l e c t i o n  of Canadiana covers from Hal i fax  t o  Vic tor ia .  And i n  the  possession of 
p r i v a t e  indiv iduals ,  of  s o c i e t i e s ,  of Women's I n s t i t u t e s ,  of many o t h e r  organiza- 
t i o n s ,  t h e r e  must be a whole weal th of valuable and probably unique h i s t o r i c a l  rnater- 
i a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  manuscript ma te r i a l ,  Mr. G u i l l e t ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ,  was t e l l i n g  me t h e  
o ther  day t h a t  i n  connection w i t h  h i s  h i s t o r y  of t he  1537 Rebel l ion,  which i s  t o  be 
published i n  a week or two, he had w r i t t e n  a l l  over the country, and even a l l  over t h e  
world, t o  g e t  m i t e r i a l s  from f a m i l i e s  which had been connected wi th  the  1837 Rebel l ion.  

That is  t h e  kind of ma te r i a l  I mean: o a r l y  l e t t e r s  of h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  
e a r l y  d i a r i e s ,  e a r l y  fami ly  records - a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of thing.  Probably you have some 
i n  your own fami ly  o r  you know of sone i n  another family. Have you ever thought haw 
easy i* i s  f o r  such ma te r i a l  t o  become s c a t t e r e d  or  l o s t  i n  t h e  course of a genera t ion?  
Have you thought  of  t h e  r i s k  of such ma te r i a l  being destroyed by f i r e ,  never t o  be 
replaced? I f  you have such h i s t o r i c a l  ma to r i a l  i n  your possossion won't you l e t  us 
know of i t ?  And won't you l e t  us photograph i t ?  W e  w i l l  t ake  scrupulous c a r e  of it 
and see  t h a t  it is  roturnod t o  you sa fe ly .  And i f  you do t h i s ,  w i l l  you p l ease  remem- 
bor t h a t  a photograph of it w i l l  thon be preserved f o r  a l l  t ime,  f o r  f u t u r e  generat ions,  
it w i l l  be History forever .  Or i f  it should happen t h a t  you ever have the  bad fo r tune  
t o  have any of your o r i g i n a l s ,  s h a l l  we say,  destroyed by f i r e ,  t h e  r e p l i c a  would 
a l m y s  be ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  Toronto Public Library and you could always g e t  a copy, 

Vie be l ieve  t h a t  i n  doing t h i s  you and wc would bc doing a job f o r  Canada. 
Won't you p l e a s e  co-operate  w i t h  us?  A l l  you have t o  do, i n  whatevor p a r t  of Canada 
you l i v e ,  i s  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  Chief Librar ian ,  The Public  Library,  Toronto, and t e l l  us 
you w i l l  help,  

ElICROPHOTOGRAPHY AT ACADIA 

Through t h e  courtesy of f r i e n d s  Acadia Univers i ty  has been ab le  t o  secure 
a Folmer Graflex Photorocord, a po r t ab le  photorecording equipment f o r  preserv ing  mnu- 
s c r i p t s ,  documents, newspapers and o the r  valuable record  m a t e r i a l  on 35 m. f i lm.  I t  
i s  poss ib le  t o  reproduce an e n t i r e  page of a n  ord inary  newspaper on one frame of t h i s  
f  i lm. 

The Univers i ty  has a l s o  on order  one of tho  new reading machines designed by 
D r .  Draeger of t h e  United S t a t e s  which m ~ g n i f i e s  t h o  f i l n  reproduct ion t o  12 d i ane te r s  
and which by s l i g h t  adjustment can be used t o  p r o j e c t  t h e  f i l m  image on a sc reen  a t  
any magni f ica t ion  des i red ,  

The f i lms  now a v a i l a b l e  through t h e  B ib l io f i lm  Service  and those  made 
a v a i l a b l e  through t h e  Univers i ty  s t a f f  w i l l  en large  g r e a t l y  t h e  scope and usefulness  
of t h e  Univers i ty ' s  l i b r a r y  serv ice .  

THE DURABILITY OF FILMSLIDES 
by 

R. T. Steeves 

One of the  primary funct ions of microphotography i s  the  p rese rva t ion  of 
pe r i shab le  records.  The l a c k  of d u r a b i l i t y  i n  records  i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  fad ing  
of inks and t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of paper,  It i s  est imated t h a t  books p r i n t e d  on good 
r ag  s tock  book paper have a l i f e  of about  seven hundred years ,  When p r i n t e d  on cheaper 
papers,  t h e  book l i f e  i s  g r e a t l y  lessened.  When modern wood-sulphite paper, such  a s  
newspaper s tock,  i s  used, records  a r e  very s h o r t  l ived.  The nodern newspaper f i l e  has 



a  l i f e  of from f i v e  t o  f i f t y  years ,  depending upon the  degree of use and the  condi- 
t i o n s  of s torage .  

The d u r a b i l i t y  of f i l n  ma te r i a l s  used i n  microphotography has not  been 
d e f i n i t e l y  determined but  ex tens ive  t e s t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hese  f i lms have a  l i f e  a t  
l e a s t  equal t o  good r a g  s t o c k  paper. Moreover, f i l m  records may be r e a d i l y  dupl ica ted  
a s  soon a s  they  show s i g n s  of d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  Those f i lms  cons i s t  of a  base or  support  
of c e l l u l o s e  a c e t a t e  or  n i t r a t e  on which i s  coated a  g e l a t i n  e r ~ u l s i o n  containing t h o  
f i n e  p a r t i c l e s  of l i g h t  s e n s i t i v e  s i l v o r  bromide o r  iodide .  All! modern f i lms  used i n  
~ ~ i c r o p h o t o g r a p h y  a r e  of  the  s a f e t y  o r  slow burning type,  having a  c e l l u l o s e  a c e t a t o  
baso. This f i l m  i s  l e s s  combustible than  paper ,  It has l a r g e l y  d isp laced  t h e  o ld  
highly inflammable n i t r a t e  base f i l m  and when burned does not  give o f f  poisonous 

Extensive t e s t s  have been conducted i n  aging these  f i lms  by sub jec t ing  them 
t o  cycles  of changing atmospheric condi t ions .  The r e s u l t s  of t h e s e  t e s t s  conducted 
by t h e  United S t a t e s  Bureau of Standards Laboratory and i n  t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  of f i l n  
r~lanufacturers and i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c e l l u l o s e  a c e t a t e  f i l m  i s  a  
very r e l i a b l e  n a t e r i a l  on which t o  keep records.  

The l i b r a r i e s  of t h e  l lar i t imes con ta in  many r a r e  volumes and doouments 
which should be c a r e f u l l y  protected.  Filming those  would do much toward p ro tec t ing  
t h e  o r i g i n a l s  from excess ive  uso, makc copies a v a i l a b l o  t o  o the r  l i b r a r i e s ,  and tend  
toward the  p rese rva t ion  of valuable records ,  The Acadia Univers i ty  l i b r a r y  has ro-  
c e n t l y  e s t ab l i shed  a  microfi lm se rv ico  and i s  making microfi lm copies of valuable 
records.  Thesc books and manuscripts a r e  being photographed on 35 mm. f i lm.  Pos i t i ve  
p r i n t s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  of such  books a s :  

A Journal  of t h e  Late Siege by t he  Troops from North Ancrica, 
a g a i n s t  t h e  French a t  Cape Breton, t h e  C i t y  of Louisbourg, and t h e  
T e r r i t o r i e s  thereunto  belonging. Surrendered t o  t h e  English, on t h e  
17th  of June, 1745, a f t e r  a  Siege of Forty-eight  Days. By James Gibson, 
Gentleman Voluntier  ( s i c  ) a t  t h e  above Siege. London: P r in t ed  f o r  J. New- 
berry,  a t  t h e  Bible and Sun i n  St .Paul 's  Church-Yard. fiDCCXLV. 

An Act f o r  t h e  Rel ie f  of Debtors, w i th  Respect t o  t h e  Imprisonment 
of t h e i r  Persons* Halifax:  P r in t ed  by J. Bushell ,  P r i n t e r  t o  t h e  Govern- 
ment. 1752. 

The second i t e n  l i s t e d  i s  one of t h e  e a r l i o s t  examples of p r i n t i n g  i n  
B r i t i s h  North America now ex tan t ,  and s o  f a r  a s  we can l e a r n  t h e  copy i n  t h e  
Acadia Library  i s  unique. 

YARMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

A t  t he  January meeting of t h e  Local Council of Women, Yarmouth, N. S., t he  
L ib ra r i an  of Yarmouth Public  Library, l l i s s  h i l i e  F. Raymond, read her r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  
year 1937. This Library has a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y ,  A f r e e  publ ic  l i b r a r y  was es tab-  
l i s h e d  a t  Yarmouth i n  1872 by t h e  l a t e  Hon. L. E. Baker, This gentleman assembled a  
c o l l e c t i o n  of good books, provided a  room f o r  them i n  a  bu i ld ing  of h i s  own, appointed 
a  l i b r a r i a n ,  and opened the i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  the c i t i z e n s  of Yarmouth, f r e e  of  charge. 
K r ,  Baker d ied  i n  1899, leaving  the l i b r a r y  t o  the  town w i t h  a  sum f o r  i t s  min tenance ,  
but  it was not e s t a b l i s h e d  under t h e  P rov inc ia l  Library  Act, t a x  supported, u n t i l  
1904. The Library conta ins  the  fanous Runic Stone, by mny bel ieved  t o  be t h e  n o s t  
f a s c i n a t i n g  of a l l  Maritime museum pieces.  

The l i b r a r i a n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  27,547 books were loaned l a s t  year ,  5000 of t h e s e  
t o  out  of town borrowers. There a r e  now 16,000 volumes i n  a l l ,  c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e  



TJzwey Decimal System, and i n  constant circulation.  About three years ago the amounts 
of money received from the town and county for the  Library were substant ia l ly  reduced, 
b u t t h e  loss  has almost been made up by donations of books and cash. The report con- 
tinues: "Vie also have a  large tab le  of magazines t o  give away. They are  scattered 
a l l  through the  country - t o  the  Lurcher Lightship - and a  c a l l  has come from a wire- 
less  s t a t i o n  north of Quebec. When you have finished reading your magazines please 
don't put them i n  t he  a t t i o .  They w i l l  be gladly received a t  the Library, t o  pass on 
where they are wanted." 

THE NEVC LIBRARY AT ST. STEPHEN, N.B. 

From b4r. Harold R. Haley, Secretary t o  the  St. Croix Library Assooiation, 
S t .  Stephen, N, B., we have learned tha t  through the e f for t s  of the  Association a  new 
public l ib ra ry  has been established i n  the town. The formal opening took place during 
the l a s t  Christmas season, and was appropriately accompanied by much good cheer. We 
quote from a newspaper clipping sent us by M r ,  Haley: "'The l ib ra ry  now has inore than 
600 volumes, the number having been greatly augmentod by books brought by v i s i t o r s  on 
the opening day, many of which were l e f t  without the  names of the  donors. ..... Numerous 
magazine subscriptions have been donated. .... The children's  room now has more books 
than can be accommodated on the shelves or iginal ly  provided, but additional space i s  
being arranged for .  " .............................. 

TH3 PETER PAN LIBRAPLY, HALIFAX, N. S . 
The l i b ra r i an  and proprietor of t h i s  del ightful  chi ldren 's  l ibrary,  Miss 

Zaidee A. Harris, reports interest ing progress, but sounds t h i s  warning note: "The 
moving piotures and radios f i l l  the  children's  time - t he  time those of an older 
generation spent i n  reading." I f - a  t a s t e  for  reading does not take firm root i n  
phildhood, the chances are against i t s  wholesome development i n  l a t e r  years, Vie should 
teach our children t o  f ind  for  themsolves the good there i s  i n  books, the great  c ivi-  
l i z e r s  of mankind. 

THE DARTXOUTH READING ROOM 

The Dartmouth Reading Room Assooiation held i t s  f i r s t  annua3meeting i n  
Somme Hall on Tuosday, 22 February, Judge R. H. Murray, the president, i n  t he  chair ,  
This Reading Room i s  open daily, aftornoon and evening. The l ibrar ian,  Miss MabeL 
Lawlor, stated i n  her roport  tha t  there were now more than 600 volumes i n  the  l ibrary,  
as well as the  l a t e s t  ed i t ion  of tho Encyclopaedia Britannica. The chief purpose of 
the Reading Room, however, i s  t o  provide magazines of the be t te r  type and an oppor- 
tun i ty  t o  s i t  and read them. 

A t  the conclusion of the  meeting Miss Marion Gilroy of the s t a f f  of t he  
Provincial Archives gave an address on Regional Libraries .. 

THE HALIFAX LIBRARY CLUB 

The Halifax Library Club has had interest ing meetings t h i s  season. 
A t  the f i r s t  one Miss IYiargaret Ells ,  of the s t a f f  of the Publio Archives of 

Nova Scotia, gave a  delightfuL description of her recent Uorld Tour. 



A t  the  next meeting Miss Mjmtle Roy, formcrLy on the s t a f f  of the  P r a t t  
I n s t i t u t e  Library, t o l d  about t h e  members of t h a t  I n s t i t u t i o n ;  Miss Janet  Tfolfe, a 
member of the  Dartmouth Cornunity Club's Special  Library Committoe, spoke of t h e  pro- 
gress of t h e i r  new Reading Room and Library;, and Miss Mary Falconer gave an  i n t e r e s t -  
ing t a l k  about her s i x  years '  work i n  t h e  "Boys and Gir ls  House, Toronto". 

A t  t h e  February meeting Miss Marion Gilroy opened a discussion on t h e  subject  
of Regional Librar ies ,  and the  members of t h e  Club agreed t o  do a l l  i n  t h e i r  power t o  
forward the  project .  

The Club l o s t  one of i t s  members, Miss Marguerite MacKay, of t h e  Dalhousie 
Medical Library s t a f f ,  who was married i n  December, and l e f t  t h e  Ci ty ;  but it was  glad 
t o  welcome severa l  new ones,- Miss Roy, Miss Tfolfe, bliss Falconer, hlrs. Cornell,  t h e  
newly appointed Librarian of the Dalhousie Medical Library, and Mrs. Burt, formerly i n  
charge of the "Kipling Room", Toronto Public Library.. 

Zaidee A. Harris,  Secretary 

NOTES AND PERSONALS 

Readers of t h e  Bul le t in  w i l l  be g r a t e f u r  f o r  the  opportunity of reading Chief 
Librarian Charles R. Sandersonfs radio  address on Microphotography, which he has kindly 
granted us fo r  publ ica t ion i n  t h i s  issue. The subject  i s  a v i t a l  one f o r  modern l i b r a r -  
ians. 

Dalhous i e  University Library has become an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  member of the  
Maritime Library I n s t i t u t e .  

Miss Id. Josephine Shannon has r e t i r e d  from t h e  s t a f f  of the  Dalhousie Univer- 
s i t y  Library, g rea t ly  t o  t h e  r e g r e t  of her colleagues. She has tentatively promised an 
h i s t o r i c a l  sketch of t h i s  old and famous l i b r a r y  f o r  a f u t u r e  i s s u e  of t h e  Bul le t in ,  

Miss Mary L. Frascr, a graduate of Dalhousie University and of t h e  McGill 
Library School, has been appointed t o  the s t a f f  of tho  Dalhousio Library i n  t h e  
Cataloguing Department. 

The Maritime Library I n s t i t u t e  has now 'a chaptor membership i n  the  American 
Library Association. 

Tie note with pleasure t h a t  tho Halifax Library Club is  l i s t e d  i n  the A.L.A. 
Handbook, with Miss Eugenie Archibald a s  President  and Miss Zaidee A. Harris a s  Secre- 
t a r y .  There a r e  other Library Clubs i n  the  Maritime8 t h a t  should claim t h e i r  pr iv i leges .  

A t  Violfville, N. S., a Book Club of e igh ty  members has been organized f o r  t h e  
purchase of outstanding recent  publicat ions.  The books purchased a r e  kept i n  the  
Library of Acadia University, and f o r  one year w i l l  be loaned only t o  members of t h e  
Club. Af ter  that period they w i l l  belong t o  t h e  Library. 

Twenty-one t r a v e l l i n g  l i b r a r i e s  of twenty-five volumes each have been loaned 
by Acadia University Library s ince  the  f i r s t  of September l a s t .  

The Library of Acadia University has recen t ly  been enrol led  among the  de- 
pos i tory  l i b r a r i e s  of t h e  Carnegie Endowment f o r  In te rna t iona l  Peace. 

Miss Mary S. Clark, Librar ian  a t  Manchester-Allison-Robertson, Ltd., Saint  
John, N. B., has resigned her pos i t ion  and i s  removing t o  California.  

Miss Florence Archibald, B.A., Acadia, (37, has been appointed general  
a s s i s t a n t  a t  The Jones Library, Amherst, Massachusetts, 

a s s  K. S tanf ie ld ,  a s tudent  a t  McGill Library School l a s t  year, has purchased 
and i s  operat ing a bookstore a t  Kingston, Ontario. 

A t  New Glasgow, N. S., t h e  p ro jec t  of building a new Free Public Library is 
under considerat ian.  



f l  The s tudy groups of Cape Breton a r e  organized i n t o  e i g h t  a s s o c i a t e d  
groups, each  one of which has a  l i b r a r y  committee, t h i s  committee having a  r ep re sen t a -  
t i v e  on a  Cen t r a l  L ibrary  Committee f o r  Cape Breton . . . . The s tudy  groups con t r ibu t ed  
l a s t  year  $784 towards t h e  l i b r a r y . "  This quo ta t i on  i s  from Miss BatesonZs  Report.  
For f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  we r e f e r  r eade r s  of t h e  B u l l e t i n  t o  a  most en l igh t en ing  a r t i c l e  
i n  t h e  i s s u e  f o r  June, 1937: The R e l a t i o n  of t he  L ib ra ry  t o  t h e  Co-operative Movement 
of  S t .  F ranc i s  Xavior, by Mary C. AkcDorald, L i b r a r i a n  of S t .  Franc is  Xavier Univers i ty .  

I 
1 

Ve i n  t h e  Maritime Provinces  move conse rva t ive ly ,  no t  t o  say  slowly, b u t  
we a r e  no t  b l i n d  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  of  any s i g n i f i c a n t  movement. This i s  our apo lom,  i f  
t h e r e  i s  need of one, f o r  devot ing so  much space  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of 
Microphotography, We commend t o  l i b r a r i a n s  a  l i t t l e  book publ i shed  by t h e  A. L. A, 

I i n  Chicago, Microphotography f o r  L i b r a r i e s ,  1937. A l i s t  of l i b r a r i e s  o f f e r i n g  
microcopying s e r v i c e s  i s  found on pagos 47-49. P r ~ f e s s o r  R .  T .  S teeves ,  who i s  i n  
charge of t h e  new microcopying appara tus  i n  Acadia Univerc i ty ,  and xho has con t r ibu t ed  
an i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  to  t h i s  i s s u e ,  w i l l  be g l ad  t o  answer l e t t e r s  of i nqu i ry  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and o therwise  co-operate i n  making t h e  s e r v i c e  he lp fuh  t o  Maritii;le 
l i b r a r i a n s h i p ,  

\Ye had expected an a r t i c l e  frbm Di rec to r  B r a m ~ e l l  Chandler, of t h e  Pr ince  
Edward I s l a n d  L i b r a r i e s ,  i n  tine f o r  t h i s  i s s u o  of t h e  B u l l e t i n .  It  has  n o t  a r r i v e d ,  
bu t  we hope t o  have a B u l l e t i n  i n  lday, w i t h  t h e  program f o r  t h e  Annual Conference 
which w i l l  meet i n  Charlot te town sometime i n  June.  If M r .  Chandler and o t h e r s  w i l l  

I c o n t r i b u t e  accounts  of t h e  work i n  t he  I s l and  t o  t h i s  i s s u e ,  l i b r a r i a n s  from t h e  
o the r  two provinces  w i l l  be the  more ready t o  enjoy t h e i r  v i s  it t o  the  Garden of t h e  
Gulf. ....................*...,......,......., 

L I B M  IANS 
By Hoaqrd FA. Jones 

A bare-walled room; a  counter  a t  one end; 
The ages,  catalogued and t i c k e t e d  
On n e a t l y  p r i n t e d  cards  of b l ack  and r ed ,  

F i l e d  up i n  cases ,  down t h e  f l o o r  extend.  
(washed w a l l s ,  

?old: windows shoulder  through t h e  white- 
Vhereby t h e  s u n l i g h t  on t h e  dus ty  f l o o r  
And l i t t e r e d  t a b l e s ,  t o  t h e  r e s t l e s s  door 

From morn till n i g h t  p e r p e t u a l l y  crawls .  

. Above t h e  desk, implacable,  i m u n e   l lace, 
" F r o m a l l t h e l i t t l e h a t e s w h i c h s t i r t h e  

Sa rdon ica l ly  w i t h  bar ren ,  sph inx- l ike  f a c e  

- A c lock  b e a t s  o u t  t h e  hours  from noon till 
noon. ) 

No r e s t  nor r e s p i t e  i n  t h e  changing room,-- 
- The door p e r p e t u a l l y  swings t o  and f r o ,  

P e r p e t u a l l y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  come and go, 
'. P e r p e t u a l l y  t h e  clock t i c k s  on l i k e  doon. 
b 

This i s  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  and i n  t h i s  p l ace ,  
B reas t i ng  t h e  f e v e r i s h  f low of  f u t i l e  t ime, 
With something i n  them t ime le s s  & sublime, 

Unmoved, unchangeable i n  a c t  o r  f a c e ,  

Behind t h e  desk s tand  t h e  l i b r a r i a n s ,  
Bleak women,spare and angular  and t h i n ,  

Inpersona l  a s  God or  Death, and i n  
Their  eyes and i n  eaoh masklike countenance 

S i t s  changeless i r o n y  t o  watch your whim, 
You a sk  f o r  Shakespeare, & no more, no l e s s ,  
Than i f  a n  equa l  f e r v o r  you sxpress  

For something d u l l  and dead, you g e t  cf him, 

They p a r c e l  t ime w i t h  s co rn fu l  eyes and hand 
Unpitying; Assyr ia  and Rome 
Are one t h i n g  t o  them, and t h e  lluses f home 

Coequal w i t h  s t a t i s t i c s  of t i l l e d  l and -  

They p i l e  t h e  cen tu r i  e s  l i k e  b u i l d i q - - b l o c k s ,  
And n e s t  dead Caesar i n  a  magazine;; 
Indecent ly  behind a n  o f f i c e  s c r een  ( s tocks .  

They watch t h o  masters  numbered u., l i k e  

Level ing a l l  t h i n g s  i n  a  ca t a logue ,  
They y i e ld , and  now wi thhold , im?er ia l  kings 
From any g igg l ing  g i r l  who b l i t h e l y  r f n g s  

For p i l o t s  i n  her  i n t e l l e c t u a l  fog.  

To j e s t  w i t h  dead men a s  t h e s e  women do! 
I s  it so  s t r a n g e  they  look a  l i t t l e  mad? 
I s  it s o  s t r a n g e  t h e y  look profoundly sad?  

And l i f e  i s  s u b t l y  comic t o  t h e i r  view. S'ew, 


