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XECUTIVE MEETING
M I.NUTES

..

The ecutive f the Maritime Library Association met in Moncton, N.B., on
Sat ur day, Octi , 15 u Pr sent we e Hc 'W Ganong, ai.derrt : J as F. MacEacheron,
R • W. tawart )' and Mi ss ary Newsom, V c - esident ; Mb a Isabel Aberut.thy,
Secretary- e8BurBr j and Do A. Re ond , IIJLLETI itor. nut es of the Annual
Meet -Ing of May 1955 , ub'I: shed n the TI N, war e t aken as read; and the Treas-
urer'report ed a b ance n hand of 1213. 60 •

lio nat i
Maurice P. Boone

submit a la of of f i cer s for 1956- 57 was appointed:
i ss rothy Cullen, Miss Evel yn Campbell.

Amendments to th

I ncl us i o
order t o brl
proposed:

of wfoundland represantat i o i n the EKecutive was discussed. In
about t hi s change, the fa owing am ndment s to the Constitution were

Art i cl e I I , now readi ng as fo11ova : "The obj ect of t he Maritime Library
Asso i t i o h 1 be to pro t e libr se rvi ce t hroughout the Maritime
Provinces , t o cooperate with other associati ons on matters of mutual
inter es t ."

To be amended to read as folIo B: "The obj ect of the Maritime Library
esoalation shall be to promote 1 br ry servi ce t hroughout the Provinces

of New Brunavi, k , Nove. Scotia , Pr- nee Edward I a1an a.nd :'Jewfoundl and,
and to cooper at e wit h other aao cd ti ns on matt er s of mutual interest."

Artic1 TV, Sect i on I fficer s , now r eadi ng as f ol l ows : "The officers
of the As soci t i on shall be a pres~dent , a president-elect who shall be
one of the thr e vi ce-presidents ~ one from each Province~ and a secretary-
tr surer . of whom shall be elected at each annual meeting of the
Associ tion .

"The Officers of the Association shall be =

a c of the four Provinces of New Brunswick,
Edward I sl and and New ouhdland, one of
ated as p esident- elect

To be ame
" (a )
' ( b)

dad to read as folIo","
President
vi ce pres i dent f rom

Nova Scot i a , Pr ce
w: om shall b e de si

" (0 ) a cret ary- t r easurer .
"All of t he above h 1 be elected at ach annual meet ng of the Association.
"The editor of t he Association ' periodi cal shall be ~ officio a member of
the EKe uti v e , I

Notice of mot i on of t he above amendm nts will be publi shed in the Spring 1956 MLA
BULLETINp and t hey 11 be b ought efore t he 1956 annual meeting of the Associa­
tion.

Member 9h ariean Lib

The esl nt r ead a letter ALA i nqui ri n6 whether MLA intended to apply
for r e- si at i on as a Chapter 0 f der AlA r a revi se byl aws . On motion it
was r e ol ved to p1aoe the 1IJB.tter n t e A Heat i >;r agend for 1956, and tbat
ALA be i nfo e of our p sent si t ua t i on and intent ion t ak u the matter at
the ne t A ua1 Meeting .
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M LA . BULLETIN

The question of change of name of the BULLETIN, so that it would be more
distinct i and so that its abbrevi at i on would not conflict with that of other
Associat i ons, e. g. the Massachusetts Library Association, was discussed. On
motion it was resolved that change of t I e of the publication be held in abey­
ance. It was agreed that titles sub t t ed in the recent contest be circulated
to th member s of the Executive who 11 choose the winning entry. ~ the ru~es

of the cont es t th s entry does not neee ar1ly have to be used as the new t itle
for the pu cation.

Mr. Redmond pointed out bhat t e ETIN is now distributed fi."ee of char ge
to libraries in the Maritimes, to 1 r school s and various other inst:i.t t oOB.
As the cost of producing the BULLET' N i s nc easi ng, and MLA 1s short of fUnd ,
and the BULLETIN is assisted by cert n p ovf.ncf al, government libraries 1.n ew
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, he aske hether ~hese various institutions sho d be
billed, and if not willing to sub cri be sho be removed from the mailing l ist.
After discussion, it was on motion r esol d that all libraries in the Mari t es
be asked to become institutional m hers of MLA, and that complimentary copies
continue to be sent to associations t h whom there is an exchange of publica-
~ions, to interested library school d t o people who have contributed to lib-
rary welfare in the Maritime Provinces.

Mr. MacEacheron raised the quest i on of editorial policy for the BULLETIN.
He felt that in view of the increasi stature and circulation of the BULLETIN,
editorials should in future be signed, or a note be inserted in the masthead
stating that editorial comment did not necessarily reflect the views of the
Association. Mr. Redmond agreed. n:t cu s i on followed as to the purpose of the
BULLETIN, its contents and format . I" was agreed to authorize Mr. Redmond to
purchase a lettering outfit and to i nvestiga e the purchase of a typewriter, with
a review of the Association's financi al qituation in two or three months' time
with a view to buying a typewriter.

Atlantic Provinces Economic Council

After discussion it was agreed that the Association's representative at
meetings of the APEC· should be the Vic e-President from the Province in which the
Council is meeting, the Vice-~resident ei ng permitted to use his discretion as
to voting. The increase of APEC du e m ¢la, as approved at the 1955 Annual
Meeting, to ~5 was discussed. It was de i ded that this might be brouJt~ up at
the 1956 Annual Meeting.

Committee on Publicity and Recrui t ment

Father stewart reported on the meet i ng of the Committee held Oct. 15 pr i or
to the Executive Meeting. Topics dt s were: Ways and means of circulating
library recruitment materials; i nser t i on of advertisements in college paper.:; ".. ­
this was considered too expensive or MLA to undertake on any large scale--- use
of poster displays; need for attempt s to h ve librarianship recognized as a pro­
fession on a par with other profes i s ; poss i bi l i t y of a display of recru tment
material for the 1956 conference; contact ng ALA and CLA for available rec t­
ment material. The Executive author iz he Committee to implement its r ort .

MLA Conference in 1956

Ml' p Ganong proposed May 24- 25. Adv nee registration was deemed advisable
to dete oe if members prefer hot el or univer s i t y residence accomodation. It
was deci ded to have two full conf er ence d ,and devote all the first morning
to the siness meeting.
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dopti on of an acti e
n act i on 0 t he sal t
\I r e urg by h N Bruns
14 in Moncton o

pol i cy 0 archives by the New Brunswick governme nt J

o oks , and scholarships for library school st ud e nt s ,
ck Librar,r soc i at i on at its annual meet i ng on Oct.

s of t he N for 1955-~6 e Laurie M. Allison, Mount AlI i on Mem­
Presi dent ; Rev . R n6 Ban p st. Joseph's University, Vice-Pres i dent;

nt J ohn Free Public Li br ary, Past-President; Miss Jud th aterson,
m svie , Sa cre ary Treasurer; Mrs. Arnold Ferguson , Gr and Falls

S O P. J o , Sus ex , Councillors.

ecuti
orial Llbr ,
R.R.a, Murray,
Univer s i y of N w

bl i c Libr , a nd

gional libr i e in New Bru wic were the subject of a panel discus s i on
under • Allison' a chairm h Pa t i c1pant s were Hubert Button, chairman t e
Monct on Public Library Board; 0 Ao Skene, Fredericton, chairman of the Li b-
rary dvi ory Council; an d J Eacheron, Director of Central Libr ry erv-
lcee for New Brunswio • Di ecuss on be an with comment on the Libraries Act, d
the grant availabl to counti e I n t he Province. It moved quickly to comment 0

what has b n don i York C nty- to d t , and what can be done in others. Ways
of reachi the public were di s o ed , and it was clear that newspaper and r a 0

could do only so much and t hat personal contact, through service clubs, women's
organizat i ona, and efforts of th itself, would be the most valuable way of
bringIng the importance and val a of thl to the public. There was discussi on
about th per- capi t a rate as we1lo

r al important resolutions were adopted at the NBLA meeting. They were:

~~~v~e2 The Associ
adopt act!ve arch ves po
erial in ew Brunswick 0

ion vi t or some oth r
tial r eport on the archi v

t i on oommends that the Government of New Brunswick
icy , to nsure the preservation of all historical mat­
ar-ch v nature. •• and suggest further that the Domin-

eN"'" ~t Canadian archivist be asked to make impar-
ituation i n New Brunswick.

~al Duri
The NBLA has now requ

art the sales tax on textbooks was removed o

t ex on all remaining books be removed 0

r epeat ed the same resolution sent to the provinc ial
gov t year : B. r uest for schol ar shi p aid to graduates of New Bruns wick
uni r i tie who wi h financi aid continue to a Canadian library schoo1 9 on
condi 10 n t t they return to vcr in the New Brunswick field after gradUation for
a !p c f i d t ime .

The Union Catalog ~ r Ne Br wick was discussed under the leader hi p of
Mr . 0 che n, Robert Rogers spoke of the need for a new bibliography of New
Bru wiok w iter e . The 1 at 0 e s do ne in 1895, and then applied to English
1 public t i o onl 0 Th 0 0 Rogers proposes will be a long- rm pro­
j ect nd \1111 include bot Fr nch and English language publications. A c mmi t t ee
wil l be t up to l ook into .his .

A a 1 checn
Dalhou!l Re 8'J , i
is reported ele v e r

t e As sociati on heard W. Graham Allen 9 editor of the
cur t Canadian literary scene. Mr. All n' s speech ·

u of the BULLETIN.
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ENG/NE£RING STUDENTS

and their College Libraries
BY D. A. REE'D , O N D

How much do enJ in eri stu nts e ~he ~ollege library?

It's hard to answer thi s qu s 10 n but easier to answer it, than to answer
the more general one: How much doe any' ioLl.e e student use the library?

At Nova Scotia Technical Co eg ere 5 an i nt eresting opportunity to ex-
amine the library habits of a group a f ourt h- ar engi neer-L ng students. va
Scotia Tech receives students from the vari ous college i n the Maritime Pro nees,
students who have had a uniform ~ e - ear pr ~angineering course, and after two
further years graduates them 'With he BdE. dezr-ee , One of the compulsory courses
in the first term of the Junior ( L eo fourth year is Techni~al Literature , a tw­
semester-hour course which begins by teac 1 the use of the engineering i r-ary ,

students fill out a course r e s t rc v.cv.. car d which includes a brief qui z ,
reproduced below. Results of this qu17. ~ ' t be taken as cOnclusive. ' Still, I
believe the variety of answers whi ch ~ e checked offers some innucemerit to the
student to answer sincerely. Seve r au. ed tudents, in several 'years' classes,
have answer-ed the quiz. Take thi s year ' s ~ s typical.

Half Have Two Years of College 'English
i

Of 116 students, 69 took two cour ses in colle es in the ~~ritimeB.

Two took more than two courses; 0 y f~ r had no college En~lish courses (i.e.,
had matriculate credit for Grade 12 E Ii h) . The reaction of half (63) to these
courses may be taken ae neutral (no or no pronounced opinion--probably not a
true expression). One quarter (33) gave fav r bl e reactions (OfInterestingu ) .

All but four of these student s , t he., ho Ld :ve had ample exposure, to
their college libraries in one 0 two E lish c urs s , at the ver~ least.

DEPARTMENT Chemical Civi l ectri~B1 Mechanical Metallurgical Mining
PREVIOUS COLLEnE Acadia Dalhousie Memo i al Mount A. St of.x, st. Mary's UNa
ENGLISH COURSES taken there None One Two More
INCLUDED English Literature CompO si t i on Modern Lit. Technical English
THEY WERE Interesting O.K. 11ean : o t s students Dull Terrible
I USE)) THE LIBRARY Once a day Once a \leek One a month Never-
I FOUND What I wanted Assigned re d1 s New oks Text books Junk

Technical information Old books Magazines Something to read
LIBRARY ~AS ARRANGED BY Dewey cI a si__cat i on (1001 200, 300, etc.)

Library r Congres (PE, QD, TA, etc.) ,
Don't ~ \l hc\i arr anged Never understood it

I USED THE CARD CATALOG To find a book r wanted To find material on ITI"/ topic
To fi nd ometh ng to read Never

LIBRARY STAFF HELPED ME To f i a ce din book If t hey were asked Never
If they saw me l ooking worried If 1 was stur.lped
If they weren't busy Under protest Always

I LEARNED to use the library from l i brarian Lectur e i n an English course
n en nearing course Tryi ng Never

There are no right or 'Wrong ansve S o Don try to please the i nstructor.
Your candid answer-s 'Will be most he pM
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Frequency of Library Use

Over one-third (46) said they used the library weekly; one-tenth (12) said
daily; ona-third (47 ) monthly; only a few (6) said never. Daily use was concen­
trated at colleges with the library in the classroom building.

~vo.tbirds use the lib~ for required reading. Only one-quarter (37) of
these engi~~ering students eay they found technical information. Technical books
and azl ues are °t here--whet ber in the main library or in branches o t then is
the reason for this &mall response? Only a few students mention magazines ~ or give
answers which could be interpreted as meaning recreational or free rea ng.

Catalog, Classification and Staff

Half knew how the library was arranged (Dewey or L.C. classification, an
nearly as many (54) didn' t know. But how important is it for them to know what
the classification system is? This question was put into the quiz as a "check" .
More 1m rtant is it that a college student learn that tbe~ number (\orl. th al l
its det ls) is found on the catalog cards and on the back of tbe book t hey rep­
resent; and that numbers, in whatever system, are in order on the shelves.

Half (62) apparently used the card catalog for finding books whose author
they knew; one-third (43) used the catalog's subject cards. There is of cou 6e
some overlap bebveen these t'olO groups. But more important: nearly one-quarter (24)
e~ they~ used the card catalog. Isn't this the group which comes to the lib­
r~ only to go straight to the open reserve shelf? Or brings its own books to
the libr~'s handy waiting room?

All but five agreed that the library staff helped them--but only one-tent h
(17) seemed to have had help offered to them without asking. Library staffs being
overworked, and having no more than the usual number of eyes and other (non-psych­
ic) senses, this is no justification for any indictment of them. It may point the
need for more reference librarians, more reader' s advisors or counselor Li or ar-Lana
or whatever one m~ wish to call them--as will the next point.

Students s~ they were taught hOIJ to use the library by librarians (22), or
by the English department (20), but never by engineering instructors. Nearly hal f
(52) s~ they learned by trying, and another firth (22) say they never learned how
to use the library. More than two-thirds of these engineering students. then p do
not really know hov to use the general college library. Certainly experience in
the Technic~ Literature course at Nova Sootia Tech shows that they don't know
anythi about an engineering libr~o

Far too many students, in other words, are never properly helped to use the
college library. It is easy to say this, but libraries resemble measles: few col­
lege students willingly expose themselves for long enough to catch the bug.

Some Unwarranted Conclusions

Frequency of use seems to be conneoted with "campus tradition" or tea. ching
program. At Aoadia and Da.lhousie, more students said they used the library weekl y ,
but from St. Francis Xavier twice as many said "monthly". There also seems to be
far less use of the subject catalog at st o Francis Xavier, and the staff there
seams much more helpful. Are the se phenomena conneoted? °

I rather doubt that number of English courses taken has aQY deep relation to
library attitude~ as far as science majors are ooncerned. Humanities majors woul d
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be a different situation. These engineering students seem to be willing to use,
or resigned to using, the librarYr but they are not being shown how. The library
staffa are doing no more than the English departments.

The engineering departments are not showing their students the use of t.ech­
nical books and journals~ nor the need of using the library in their profession.

And librarians are spending a lot of time on catalog cards which many stu...
dents never use. Are the catalogs des~ ed for the needs of these students, the:
intended use~s1 Are l~brarians T..Ta sti ng ime typing cards when they could use
L.C. cards? Are they forgetting to a end as much time showing students how to
use this complicated tool, as they are building it?

These are some questions aris i ng f rom a hasty socarnination of one sample.
Extended study, of not only engineerln~ ~tudents but other special disciplines,
is needed. The homogeneous group of students, separated from the atmosphere of
a general college, yet bond8d by thei r speci al discipline, is easier to examine.
It is also a group which traditionally has made little use of the general college
library---yet which by the nature of mode~n technology is compelled to use the
library to keep up to date.

If they are to be good citizens~ cul tured and educated men, should they not
know the use of books in their general life? Yet here it is an uphill task to
show them eveq the use of library resources in their chosen profession.

NAME THE B U L LET I N CONTEST WI NNER

The winner of a five-year free membership in the Maritime Library Associa­
tion, for submission of the suggested title MARITIME LIBRARY REVIEW, is Douglas
Go Lochhead, Librarian, Dalhousie University.

The contest closed Aug. 31 and entries were judged ~ the ~nmhArs of the
Executive following the Executive Meeti n Octo 15. Under the terms of the con­
test, the winning entry need not be accepted as the title of the Association's
present or future publication.

MANY COMPETENT, MANY DULL. ALLEN TOLD NBLA

Highlight of the New Brunswick Library Association meeting in Moncton, Oct.
15, was a luncheon address by W. Graham Allen, Editor of the Dalhousie Review.
He gave a provocative speech on Canadian literature as seen through our fiction,
poetry, creati~e non-fiction, and through the eyes of periodicals up and down the
country. He stressed the many worthy books, by new and first-rate writers, com­
ing to light each year. But in addition~ Mr. Allen said, to some notably compe­
tent writers appearing 0n the Canadian scene, there are many inept, dull, or both •

•'Her-e in Canada, we have done ori ginal things in writing and broadcasting
and in moving picture making. But when we set out to be dull, we can do a mast­
erful job," he said.

Nevertheless, good Canadian writing is making itself felt and should devel­
op, Mr. Allen declared. He said librarians everywhere can do much to heLp this
development and stimulate reading in aeneral. Like banks, libraries are no 10ng.­
er the forbidding institutions they wer e 25 years ago. Both libraries and banks
have learned it is the best policy to e patrons feel welcome and to offer
them friendly service.
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NEWS

ROGERS, ALLISO COLLEGE LIBRARI

A. He Roger , 0 ha b en A istant Librarian of he ibnar aw-Benn tt
L1br817, Un1 erslty of Nev Bru ck, \ISS appointed Li.brari 0 Sap . 1. A gr d-

of UNB ( • 1948) and the Un! r ity of Tor onto (M • 1n Phil osophy ), Mr.
ger \( nt to th Unlver 1ty c London on Beavel"brook ar ea Scholarship in

1950 . In 195 3 he r c v d an Be demie post- a.duate diplo i n l1brarla.nab.1p. H
ad b en he of t archi ve divi sio f th UNe library i nee 1951, secretary of

th om 1951 t o 1954 , and edHo d busin BS manage r of Th ddlehe d , New
poetry magazine.

e cce d Mrs. f11arjorie Thompson, who il'l r tl n aft r 1 year as libra-
Mrs. Thompson will r n t UNa as ct n Head of the Ar c i s Di eion.
cmp n ooor , tog the wit Mi s beth Morton , Elcecut 1ve Seer ­

t ary of CLA, t a din ar party in e erleten Oct . 6 .

La 1 • All i so n,
pointed Univer s i t y

esoelate Libraria 0 aunt
hl"arlan affectiva July 1.

l 1son Me or i a l Li br ary ,

1 zabet h Jos t , B • (Mount . , 1954 ) , B.L.S. (Tor., 1955 ), h
j in d the at f of nt i on Unlv rsity l i br ary as a s istant libr ar an 1n
ircu l tion and refer ence, e f f ect i ve July 1.

Th I .O.D.E. C 1dr en ' s Library of Sackvil l e , New Brunswick, sponsored by
t he Lord Saokvi l l e Chapter , I.O.D ••, h mov d m its former quart r8~ln the
t-!ount Al ll on Univer s i Libr ary to ne v qu t r-s en t he univer s i t y campus . I n er­

st in t his l i brary n ery high, and fltory-tima periods a r e held each Bat urd
wit h i t no from t he t ff of t he universit l i br ary .

Robi n R. • Murray has r esi gned as
Library to t po iti in itt bur h,
ppointed librari t Saint John, it ha

anol Johns, referenc l i br ari n 1n th
1 br ac 001.

Saint J ohn ae Public
Mia e Ru h Mil ler has b en

•
t o att end

l

Miss Ell e Wall ce h s b en ppoint ed libr arian of Te chers' Co ag t ed-
ancton. Th new llbraris.n of the in10 epar'bDent a Agri cult branoh lib-
rary in de ricton i Mrs. Hagmeier.

Mr • P trici Hart, former librari of th aint John Free Publ ic Li br ry
a well known to r1 t im I i ra. i ns , has l e f t t he Aluminum Co. libr ary' i n nt­
r and gone to Toran , accor di ng to the l et i n of t he Mont r eal C pter , SLA .

Mi s D1 ni on, a ate of th McGill University Li r Schoo , 1s
the new ibra.ria n at the U val Researoh Est hI hment, Dar out h, .S . s
Arni on a former ly 1 the Commer ce Library of McGill Unive si ty . She r epl aoe
Mi s I s bel bernethy , who accepted t e position of librarian of the 1 e 8'11'
branch , Cape t on Regional Li br 1 • i ugust.
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HALIFAX LIB ARyNEWS

Dalhousie University Appointments r epe ed by D. G. Lochhead

• Y t e, 5sociae of aso of English at Sam Houston State Teach­
erst Co lege, Huntsvil l e , Tax , h s bee hired by Dalhousie University to edit a
descript i ve c talog of its n l y- acqui ad J os McGr egor Stewart collection of
Kiplin ter i al . The t erm of Mr. Yeat appointment is for one year .

Miss E. D. Horlock ( Jt. Hons . ngli h Bri s t ol ) has joined the staff of
the Dalhousie University Libra tary to the Librarian. Before moving
permanen ly to Canada Miss Hor l oc worked t t he For ei gn Office during part of
World War II and later at the Lon 0 headqu t ar s of the Church Missionary Soc­
iety. Mise pat Norman, a 1955 Dalho l e graduabe , has been added to t.he staff
of the ai r ulation department as a b- ro f es si onal .

Slnce the beginninG of the "erIn t he Dalhousie Univel'si ty Library has
adopted new hours. In the past t he - e 8 .50 am to 5.30 pm~ 7.30 pm to 10 pm.
Now they are from 8.50 am to 9.30 pn 'rli thout a break at the supper hour.

Nova Scotia Technical College

Ruth E. Donald (Mrs. Ian Don d) i s t empor ar ily employed by the Nova Scotia
Tech library. Mrs. Donald holds a B.A. e from the University of Toronto and
was formerly employed in the Univers. Y' of Tor ont o library.

Extended library hours at Tech re being well used by students. The library
is now open 9 am to 5 030 pm 9 and 7 t o 9.30 pm ~ Monday to Friday, and Saturd~ morn­
ings. Heavy use of the library i s occasioned by the compulsory Technical Litera-
ture course 7 but apparently the "l i b habi t " has been successfully implanted in
many students.

Halifax Memorial Li?rary reported y Shi r ey Coulter

Mis s Margaret Martin, a gr aduat e of h of Toronto Library
School., has j oi ned the staff af t he Ca 10 ~ n Department. Before coming to HML,
she was mpl oyed in the Cataloging par ent 0 the Widener Library at Harvard.

The Children t s Department i s looking £, rwar d to Young Canada I a Book Week,
Novo 15- 22, when the new branch ave ar School is expected to open. The
library will be situated in t e new Bchool i l di ng in a spacious, attractive
room and will serve the children from seve arge schools in the district.

The Halifax Regional Library Be d a 1~rmally requested permission from
the Halifax City Council to employ an archit ect to draw up plans for a branch
library bui l d! to be erected in the ~ort end of the city.

Medical Record Librarians Meet in Hali f

The Canadian Association of e cal cord Li br ari ans held its annual con­
vention in Halifax Sep. 27-29. The 1955 pr es dent of the association was Si ster
Margaret Clare of Halifax Lnf'Lrmar-v 'l'h Canadi association was formed in 1942
and r l at es training of at ent rsco librari ans who study medical and biolog­
ical science, psychology, ethics, and e rd l ibr a r i anshi p .
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S
I n response to general reque t the BULLETIN will t ry to publ i sh a t r act

or t ea about i nt resting and usefu l articles from 1 b ary publicat ions reoeived
n chan e or by Halifax librari s . Coverage of t he lit er at e will not be sys­

t matico L r ari ans not having ac e . 5 t publ i cat i ons e t i ona may eque t + em
om t he L bra..ry ~ unt St. V neent Col l ege g Bockf ngham, • S . p vh er many \IJ 11

filed.

M t eal! Leav Harvard

The retirement of Keyes D. Metcalf from the libr a ia.n.shi of Harvard Univer­
sity has been noted in library our Is (e.g. Call . Res . Li bs . v .I S no .4 ~ Oct .1955,
p.4l9-20) but~ offered comment s whi ch deserve ami over proc ss i ng dep r t­
ment desks. "Because of the intr i cacis of catalogu , n linc, La Ii tr and bind .
ing even a r-J.~ee book costs Harvard about %5.75." " •Ther-e are peopl e ~ , £B.ya Met calf ,
'who ~dll spend a whole d~ cataloguing one book 9 i f we don' t stop them. 1I L1 e
old soldiers (hashed simile), librarim1s don't retire ; t hey go to other job --M •
Metcalf to the faculty of the Rutgers University libr ary school.

Reference Books for Small Libraries

The Alberta Library Association Bulletin, v.2 no.4 (undated) contains Part II
of "Reference Suggestions for the Smaller Public Li br I by Belle Gr a t , I t begins
.Iith Premise I: "The reference section of any- public l i br ary hould i nt imately re­
flect the interests and needs of that community," and cont nues with Premia I I :

"The budget of a 1"lell established library resembl es that of a wall as abliah­
ed home in that its resources are primarily concerned th meetin~ aslc f amil y
needs of e'V8ryday living. Joyful sp.Iur- es now and then are permitt ed an ve n en­
couraged in the direction of interests peculiar to t hat family or communit y .

nIt may be no disgrace to be poor, but it is power fu strat~ n~ and 1'nuni1-
iating if one' s library cannot supply the assistance a d in ormation needed by t he

mmunit y . As librarians with modest budgets, the only sensibl e t t t ude , sur ely,
is that of honesty--of recognizing our situation for what i t I s :

(a) a definite and limited budget,
;(b ) needs of the community as a whole (e.g. ncycl opedias , yea r books , di c­

tionaries, etc.) and
(c) interests, needs and activi t i es of groups within the communi t y (e ••

Women's Institute , i r r igat i on farm n , music grou 5 , et c .)
Ve cannot have everything to begin--we can, each year , ad one subat .arrt stimu··
latin", reference." The body of t he article continues t he useful h at of reference
tools, many with special Canadian emphasis.

The Lihrary--or the Winnipeg lI'ree Pres i s shown i n t i on in an art cle by Ruth
Buggey in the Manitoba Library As soci at ion Bullet i ( . 3 no.2, J un 1955, p.9- l 2).
The atmosphere of the special library i s fascinati n l y shown: that t mus t produce
exact information under pressure of deadline, and hat its p t r ons unbe i ta i n 1y
rely on it to produce the right answer . Prospecti v l i br ary school student ght
catch the interest of libra~ 1"lork in sit uat i ons other than t he usual ubl l c or
college library.
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e and Forget. or Find Aga i n

It l nf ormat i on retri val li i s t he te u ed for the theory of library catalog
o er at i on . Th e one r nad wit h cat alogs of techni cal r-epor-t s , such as AGARD and
A at er i a.l . een h cone rned wi~h t a roblem. ew systems j at
catal ging BUC as T ube l "Unit e It have been a vanced as better than t he 5ySt
of subj ect headings, tracing~ and c ss-re_er ences o

I t me e mer ly , if ce n _nro 8. . on
it be f ound again i n ans ve r- to a qu etto ?

emory , \lhi ch has limi at. on . )

ut in the Ii r and c
(Di sr egardi ng t he l i br ari

n I B Proceedi , v. 7 no. 3 (Aug. 9 ~ ) p o. 3- 156 , Cyr 1 Clever
on IISo e Aspec t s of Ini'ormation Ret r ·val l • He quot es the Thorne form

e cy of a sub] ect catalog. The an ysi 1 val ves comparison with
i n t e al in t he l i br ary Btoc when n bj ect c~talogue is v

t st t o be put t o he t e.lo ... co n i ..3 of prepar log 100 t e u
e 1 eve be t ypi cal of th t yp e of questions normally put. t t
d ase on t tal wh ch is know to be included in the collecti o •

t h tot 1 number of an war which i ucl a a reference to the orl~ oc-
on which the questions wer e fram ed , A be called the probabili t of su -

cess." The formula than co ar es t bl3 cOot of s earching, the cost of c t l ogi g
and the cost of hand sort ng a sample f t ie mat r i al , for the size an ~o h of
t he collection.

In other words: Could our own SU

i ut i nt o the library be found
format i on t hey want?

ac t catalo 8 stand the test? Can mater­
and made use of ? 00 patrons get the in-

Free Urb nd Public Re~onal Libr ies 1954

(Dominion Bu eau of Statistics , Ot t av , 1955; 25p.) The DBS Biennial Survey
of Libraries, publ she for t~enty year , h s proliferated as have Canadian lib­
r ari es . The lat 6 t at i etics are up to d t e , too, unlike previous issues, and
this 1954 survey i s important t o all reading nad Lans , Some i terns catching the
eye included these : "Average expenditure Rch t ime a book was loaned was tOc29o"
~o said free public libr ar 81 es t .e bl i c know what a bargain it ets?
And Nova. Scotians must be ardent seeker s 0 i nformat i on. The one iJ.S. library
reporting a. reference department answer e 454 "comprehensive, requiI"ing r e earch"
questions but has no f1 as avai l abl e 0 . t impl e inquiries". Unfortunately, data
f or r egional library servi ces are t ven a comparable manner, for Regional
L1 aries B:l in HeL .. t' ju t as busy seare i ng , yet figures aren at "'1 en in
the urvey.

r
C eers in Information Wor k

This four-page leaflet is i 8 ~ed by LIB (1955) as a recruiting aid for
speci al l ibrariansh p in England o Rat he- avy reading, perhaps not attractive
adver t i ag by ortb er ican stand d i t \.le11 summarizes the need for t hi ­
scare st type of librarian, and t he difference between British and our pract ee,
trairrl.ng and salaries.

garet Mann Citation Open- for NO~Lnations

ALA Division of Catalogi ng and el sa i f i cat i on seeks nominations for the 1955
B\l d. Division members vh h ve marl a d1sti n~ished contribution to the ofes­
sian thl~ gh cat al ogin d c1 8 1 l ca i on ar e ligible. Nominations, due J n. 1,
are be ' ng rece i ved by MlS H M D. He i ck, henery Library, Boston Urrl.ver i y .



:mAT DOES PUBLIC LIBRARY SER\TICE TO THE AVERAGE CITIZEN?
I!J

. -
Hr . J. S. Russe'LL, St. Bonifac Public Li br ary, Manitoba, addressing t he

fourth nar al meeting of the Manitc ba Li b ary A soci at i on (May 18, 1955) is
quoted in that MLA Bulletin (v o3 no o2, J 1955, po3) :--,.

"And now I come to the que tion, ''What does public b y service mean t o
the a".,er aee citizen in our c ount ry?' I s he f amiliar with .Q!!£ thouJ t s of 'What l i b-
raries S oul d have and e ahl.e to offe!' ar of '''' at. Ls nee i n the ai 1y pro s-
ion of book service to the commu ty I f ar that t e anslIsr is ' 0 . ' ' NO ' iB the
answer because the aver e person, thlnY~ ~ of a ibra ae a pl ace fi~ ed vith
books all sitting neatly i n ro w , knows very litt le , i f anyt , s to ha ll t hey
got there~ what work was i nvol ved 1 their sel ect i on and proceB sin~ 9 whether they
were donated or bought, whether the staf f 1 :l l unteer , t mporary, r pe ane t,
whether the library is tax-sup rte 0 t i ll livi ng f rew Car a' e gener­
osity. Likewise, what do we know bout the op r at i ons of a meat-p cki ng concern ,
of a bank or insurance co pany 0 epar e t store. M these bus i nesses do not
need to acquaint the public tQth t heir procease, t wit their produc ) by which
they keep solvent and accordingly make very sure t hat we of the public under st and
well enough. Public libraries, however, epend on t axes andgrants, and surely one
reason why they are inadequately fi nanc here nd else....he e in Canada i s that our
erforts at public relations are inef f ectual: we have not el imi nat ed wrong concep­
tions or libra.ry'" 'WOrk, and to many a sum of 11-0,000 is perfect l y trem ndous to e
spent on a public library, despite the CoLoA. rec endat i on of a minimum ;t37 , 50 0
annual budget for a community of 25, 000 •• 0

"Our job is not to try to peopl,e that r e di ng is wo derfuL to' t
people like to read and learn. is 0 need to sel l he library ' de. Our
task is to tell them what library se ice irrvolves-t-he costs, the per- son 1 needed ,
the cultural and recreational objectives that the library is seeking to r each for
the community Q ••

111 want to suggest that we be in at once a. campai gn, national or pro vi ncial,
aimed at informing our fellow-citizons that more mo ney needs to be spent if we
to provide the type of libraries they want. Let us have a 'Committee to InrorlIl
Canadians of Vhat Library Service is All About 0 ' "

College Library Administration

In the May 1955 ~lson Library Bulletin is a group of articles for 1 l i br ary
administrators. "Sug~estions to F' s Year College Librarians" by Charles W em­
bower (p.708, 717) advises liberal and cooperative ordering, and prompt pl aci n of
new books into use; neck-breaking d spatch in cooper ation th a .business manager ;
use of a library operating manual to keep continuity under a new admi strator '
assurance to staff that things sholild prorrress and oper at e as under the previ ou
chief; cooperation with the faculty committee; and 1mm.ediate attention to "bad
pennies" or minor but recurring complaints.

"Good Reading is Hard to Find" by Robert D. Harvey (p.7l0-ll) says co ege
library books are not sufficiently available to ~tudent3 to interest them to t he
point of use. University of Vermont l i brary uses ;t30 collection of paperbo nd
books, added to by faculty and student dona.ti ons , available tho t any formalit y
such as charging, and cons e pendabl e . "Improve publ i r elati ons be wee n
student and library resulti from the Lack of any est ietions i n t he use
these l::o oks is an important educt, or the experiment."
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P. E .. /. News
NEWSPAPER ROOM FOR CHARLOTTEI'CJY.1N PUBLIC LIBRARY

A 42 by 21 foot newspaper reading room has been laid out in the basement of
the Harris Menlorial Library in Charlottetown. Extensive newspaper files which
have been in basement storage will be placed in twenty steel lockers, and five
steel cabinets for oversize material, ch~racteristic of some early Island printing.

The newspaper collection includes such rare items as a complete file of the
Prince Edward Island Register, founded in 1823 . Other old P.E.I. newspapers are
available on microfilm, including tbe Island of St o John Guzette and Miscellany
(1792-1793) and The Islander (1860-1$73). A microfilm reader is available.

H. Bo Chandler, superintendent of the P. E. I. Libraries, emphasized the
wealth of local history to be found in the newspaper files, when he announced the
newspaper project. Expense of the service is borne by a special grant from the
Legislative Library Committee in 1954 . Arrangement of the files will take some
time but formal opening of the room is to be made as soon as possible.

liThe brigbtest and most attractive room in tbe 1ibra.ry" has been tbe comment
about the new room.

CAPE BRETON COMMENTS reported by Ruby Wallace

staff of the Cape Breton Regional Libraries some time ago had some discus­
sion on the effect of television on readi ng. One of the libraries had been rather
hard hit so the following note came in with the monthly circulation report:

Not moocha da book-a biz
Damma da Tele-viz~

Not long ago we were talking over the need for more space for the New Water­
ford Library with a resident who is an ardent reader. His remark was, "That I s no
library. You can only squeeze in, grab a book quickly and back out. A library
needs to be a place you can miss busses from."

Miss Helen Cummings has left the Cape Breton Regional Library, and joined
the Sudbury (Ont.) Public Library as catalo~er in June. Her place in Sydney has
been taken by Miss Mary Fraser, a Haligonian and no stranger to Maritime librar­
ians. Miss Fraser was formerly in charge of cataloging and processing at the
Skidmore College Library.

VNIJE$?ITY OF NElli BRUNSJlICK LIBRARY ISSUES GUIDE LEAFLETS

A mimeographed letter welcoming faculty members for a new academic year,
accompanied by a ten-page mimeographed Faculty Guide, was distributed this fall
by the U. N. B. Library. A matching Student Guide, punched to fit looseleaf note­
booke, was distributed to students. It emphasizes the reference services avail­
able, and includes a ten-question "Library Ex:ercise ll which involves use of many
standard reference works. Copies of the guides are available from A. Robert
Rogers, Librarian.
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THE COVER: TITUS SMITH'S JOURNAL

The t i t l P - 8 of a. manuscript journal compi led by t ho "Old Dutch Villaf,e
Philosopher" fo rms the cover of t his L aue f t h au ETI . Titus Sm:.th, Junior ~

botanist, 1 surveyor and classical schol ar , made the fi r st systematic descrip­
tion of Nova Scotia flora, and draf't ed be aries of what are now busy suburbs of
the Halifax area. His journal i s in the N va Scoti a Archives.

Born in Granby, Mass., t h came t o NOva Scoti a around 1 His father~

a graduate of the New England School of Theol ogy, educated 1s f ami l y himaelf for
there were then no schools in t.he ea of Prest on. At l2~ Titus W"as a scholar in
Latin and Gr as well as EnJlish, and like hi s father a student of botany.

He b came a friend of Jos h Howe and was considered one of Howe's chief
aides. As the family removed fioom Pr eston to Dutch V l l age (now Fairview) Smith
earned the nickname of "Dutch ViI e P 1 sopher " . In t he 1830's the government,
anxious to sett le the Halifax area r e wi ely, asked th to surv the area,

-, and the j ournal gives the r e Its of BUrV a along the ut her n and eas t er n shore
) of Nova Scot i a as well as around Halifax.

In 1850 8mi dl at he age of 81 , and hi s grave i s marked by a reonument
in a Fairview cemet l ong d BUsed and nearl y ob i t er at ed . (See "Titub Smith,
a Pionee of Plant Ecology i n Nor t h Amer i ca" by E 1 Gorham, Ecology v.36 no s L,
p.116-12 3, Jan. 1955; and the Halifax Mail- St ar , Jul y 21, 19559 p o 12)

TENTATIVE FROG FOR THE 1956 M L Couvc''01M.YCE

First Day A.M.: Business eet og
P.M.: Library Bi nd i ng

Dinner Heet ng

Seco
Day

A oM. : Recrui t i ng and Publicity
Cert ficat i on and Accreditation

P.M0: Specializat ion and Cooperation
ong Li br ari es




