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BUILDING RO.I\.DS WITH BOOKS by Luke Greene

IAbridged from an article in BETTER ROADS, April 1947)

Bookmobiles nosing th~ir·wD.Y into the back country of Georgia's
mountains and plains, bearing cargoes of knowledge ' and enlightenment to
people who still read by the light of a roaring fire or a kerosene lamp,
are leaving another imprint on the red clay hills and the sandy flats-­
the imprint of botter roads.

In many places hard surfaced roads have replaced rutty, winding trails,
because rurnl people have come to expect regul~r.visits from travelling
11bra.rf as , bringing them books thD.t open enchanting and pleasurable new•worlds.

Life is dreary indeed for those of the back country when they are cut
off from their bookmobile by the driving winter rains that bent the roads
into thick mUddy mi~e, halting motor traffio for we8ks at a time•.

A letter written by a secludod Georgia libr8ry pa.tron shows how anxious
these lonely people are for their books, and how willing they are to help
impro ve the roads so that the booimobile can continue its regular journeys
into the remote rurcI regions. "There are three fGlllilies 'l he wrote, "That
live across the creek-back in the woods aft~r you turn off from the main
road to Emory school. I asked the bookmobile driver to come back up on
this road. She said sh~ hud looked at the bridge and fount it was not
strong enough to hold up the bookmobile. Will you ask the county commission­
ers .to fix the bridge? You can tell them we will build the bridge if they
will furnish the muteri[,l. We will thank you for helping us get some books,
for w~ do not have anything to reud but'what we get from the libra.ry."
The librnrian went to tho county commissioners and told them the old man's
story. The commissioners were moved, ~nd thoy llgreed to furnish the neceessa~

materia.ls. Together they and thG rural citizens built a new bridge.

I fIUbIic Archiv.of Nova Scotia.
HALIFAX. N.S. .
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Thore erc 26 booimobiles oper~ting in Georgia. The ~ypes of roads
tr~vorsod vury from winding mount2inro~ds. beside fresh streams ~nd water­
falls thQt cr~sh into pools bundrcdsof foet below, to fl0t s~ndy ronds
th~t become quite sticky after protrected r~ins. In Qn effort to whip
the b:-d-rond problem, one ragiond librc.ry serving two mountain counties
~cquired n joep which cCcn go where no other vohicle would dare venture.
It 'even fords the swift mountain st reums , splc..shing icy water around the
feet 0:( the "librCLry ludies" who bruve Wintry elements to get books through
to oub Lne in the hills. . -

Most of the 11b rar t ans will tell you th"t there ar-e some r-oads in their,
pcrticular a~eQs thct nrc inaccessible fOf severnl months during the year,
and th:.t r oada very largely determine what communi tics can be reo.ched regulo.r­
ly• But they will [.<,lso tell you the" t improvomentsc.re being made slOWlyt,
so t hr.t the c.rea covered by each bookmobile grnduD.lly is being expand eds..

If'county oommissioners could be present when f.1 bookmobile drives up
in ~ country scho61y~rd and see the hnppy ~}ces of boys ~nd girls n~ they
come running out to greet the dri vcr and help c,:rry in the books; the
oommissioners would go nwa.y with c. firm resolve to make it possible for
the bookmobile to r acch every hamlet in the county.

MICROFIWING MARITIME NEWSP1"PERS

The microfilming of ear-Ly M~,ri time newspapors has been under considcr­
0tion for some time, ~nd it is expected th~t the project willbe oarriod
out in the ne~r future. Miss Dolores Don~ld of the University of New
Brunswick Libr~ry staff hc:,s had tr~ining in this work at Comumbia University
Libr~,.r;'l School and has volunteered to help in the project •.

It is very import~nt th2t every available number of the newspapers
chosen be Lnc luded ; 1. list of Mrcri time newspapezs , from Which the ones
to be photogrcphed will be eosen, follows. Younre asked to notify the
Microfilm Committee of the Canadian Library hssociation if you have any
numbers of those newspapers that ~re ~ listed in the Union List of Newspaper~

Your listing of Q file does not nec easor i Iy mean thr,t it will be request-
ed for microfilming purposes. Ple~se send this information to Miss Donald
Gt the University of New Brunswick Library.

Novo. Scotia Nawspnpcrs

J.cndilln Recorder
Colonial Pn;riot
Novn Scotian
Pell.rl
Yarmoubh Herald

181.3-1930
1828-1936
1824..,1926

1833-

h

New Brunswick Newspapers

New Brunswick Courior
Saint John Loyalist
New Brunswick Reporter

1810?-18657
18427-18487
1844-1904



..

Fredericton He~dquarters .
Fredericton Te1egr~ph

Freeman
Globe
St,' l~ndrew's Herc.Id
Mirr.tJl1ichi
Borderer

Prince Edwnrd Island Pnpers

Exruniner
Guardian
Herald

. \Is1andor
Pc.triot
P. E. I. Register
Royn1 Gazette

1844-1876
1806-1807
1850-1884
1858.;1867
1819­
1626-1880
1856-

1850-1919
1887-1947
1866-1912
1842-1871
1871-dnte
1628-1830
1832-1853

BOOKS FOR RURi.L Cill'JADil.

•

'.

,"Books for country fold all ocross Cc.nada", the lack of Iibrary !d~ilities
for rur-e.I people in Oanadc , fend the means by which this situntion can be over­
ccme , nr e pointed out in an c.rtic1e in "Saturday Night", by Dorothy imnie
Mnc Dona Ld, The work 0 f the Fraser Vr,lloy Union L1br..uy t s described as en
examp.l e of rogionn1 library organizqtion. "St.'1.rtE:d in 1930, it WD.S financed
for the first five ye~rs by $100,000 fro0 tho' Carnegie Corporetion. At the
end of that time it was taken over c.nd financed by the people of the Valley
••• on ~n ~ssessment of 35¢ per capita of the population." Tho Committee for
librnry development in Bri tish Columbia. says" thnt the time has come When
the goverrllncnt must stop into the breach and accept n major share of the
responsibili ty for public library service" since municipo,l1 ties lack the
resources to provide adoquat e J,lbrary 'service.· Saskntchewo.n' s plans for
regionc1 11brar i es wi th grants from the provincial; "The Tennessee Valley
syst0m is cited as one of thG fine regional libraries in the U. S. A. T.V.~ •
contracted with loc~l 1ibrQry organizRtions for service to their thousands
of workers; This gave direct stimulation to library services in the area.
The people thems61ves got behind the movem8nt and were responsible for its
growth. The writer closes hor article with<'l. sunnnary of the basis of reglono.1
librnries. "A small community cannot by i tso1f provide adoquat e libr~,ry service
• ,. out it can be pro vi.ded by several communi ties pooling their resources end
banding themeei vos into a regional library system."

REGIOlV..L LIBR.;RIES IN BRITISH COLUMBL"..
(Someext"rr.cts from the Roport of the Public' Li.brr.ry Commission 1946, e..r o

reprinted to keep Maritime 1ibr~ricns up With developments in the province
that soems most progressive with reg~~d to libraries. id.)

" One of the responsibilities of tho Commission is to 'promote by ccunset
and oncou regemont the es tab l i sbment and extension of public library taoUi ties'"
and it is with this in view that every opportunrty is seized upon to exteu'l
existing fi:\cilities and to provide .new means of library service. '

." A further cmendmont to tho i.ct is being sought in order to enabLe small
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communities in sp~rsely settled Qrons, 'such as the North-Contral Distriet,
to pool their r~ther meqgre individu~l cook collections nnd to enter into
an ag r cerne'nt for admini s t ra t ion of these combI ned resources by the Commission,
It i.8 hoped thnt in this way much gronter use cnn be made of ovon the eXisting
book-stocks, to the fin~nciQl Bnd genernl advantcge of all concorned.

" The Open shelf division, which provides ,'" free Li.b rriry service by mail '
to adults and children thruout the Province whero no city or union library is
est'~blished, continues stoo.dily to expand. The notoworthy increase in use of
the 0pen Shelf is occasioned principally by the stendy increase in juvenile
membership.~\,pproximntely39,000 r.dul t books and 25,500 juvenile books :tIara
lent to nearly 9,000 readers •

•
1I Since tho i nauguratfon of r egtone.I library service there has developed

a confused ideo. as to what a travelling library is 11nd does. It is perhaps
understand2ble that, from the generQl publi~ interest in the book-van as a
feature of regional library orgc.nizC'.tion, tho union Librr.ry is 'frequently
spoken of I':'S a lITr!lvolling librc.ry". The Trwelling Library, however, is just
f;, box of hooks. The trqvelling librnry is Do renewable collection of tho best
cLa.saicn L end modern books to people living inoutlying pnr t s of the province­
in mines, logging c~ps, fishing villages, ranching communities, etc.--who
would otherwise bG st~rvGd of good reeding, rGcre~tion~l or educationcl. In
1946 the Tr~velling LibrQry Division provided ~n estimated 248,000 book-readings
to its pntrons. If ~ny phase of this s~rvicG is to be singled out for speoial
mention, it is the provision of thoroughly useful and rC?dable up..;,to-date '
books, in good physic~l condition, for pupils in little one-room schools in
Lso Ln t ed parts of Bri tish Oo Lumb La , Tre.velling libraries are also suppiHed
to IJ. number of the public library nssoci~tions, to ~ugm0nt and freshen their
own rather meagre and static collections which form 50 to 200 books that may
be exchmged as often os three times D, yer...r." "

" I, start wc.. s made on the new building to house the Commission t e North
Central Branch at Prince George. Construction of this building, at an
estim1:ted cost of $28,000 will remove one of the most serious hcndd ceps with
which tho Branch' n~s haG to contend for many yo~rs •• One new public library
aasoc Lc t Lon was incorpornted in the district ••• Prince 'George Publio Library
1ssociation took the important step, with financial assistanco'from its oity
council and from the Public Library Commission, of estn.blishing itself as n.
free Lfb r ary , Introduction of r eg i onc.I librnry eo-operation nmongst the pUblio
Libra ry associations of the Nor t h-Dent rn L di strict, under Publio Librc.ry
Sommission direction, aw~its permissivG legislAtion.

" Establishment of the Commission's Peace Rivs r Branch, with headquarters
at Dawson Creek, is another milestone in library extension services. This
organization has the responsibli ty ,of providing sohool and public library
service for a rural community of some 18,000 people scattered over an are~ of
7000 s~arG miles. ~n important feature if the close co-operation between
the Public Library Commission, the School Boar-ds of the Peace Ri ver school
districts and the Provincial Department of Educc t i on, The Pecc e River Brunch
is indeeQa single combined library for the schools and for the general public.
This is an obviously sound and Logfca.I arrangement, and the prno t i caI exeoution
of the plan to date has fully vindicated the jUd~nont of'thos responsible for
instituting it. '

" On the whole, 1946 wqs D. rer::sonnbly satisfactory yenr for ,the union libraries.
The tax r~te for library purposes has boen r~isod D.ppreci~bly in nIl three of'~he

districts. In the Fr~ser VQIIGY, the series of progressivo increnses designed

.,
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to bring the rQte up to 35¢ per CQpit~ W~8 carried ono st~p further, and the
erid in view should b8 ctt~ined in 1947. Library taxation for the Vnncouver Island
'md Okanagrm Union Librrtries is assessed a t the rate of 5091 per cr:'.pitD,. Boa1
fin~~cial st?bility is unlikely to come to the union libraries until they arc
buttressed by liberGl gr~nts fron the Provincinl GovcrTh~ent, along the lines
recommended .i n the Pr ogrcmme for Library Development in Bri tish Cc lumbie, (1945)"

NEVS FROM HERE ,·.ND THERE ,

"fomen's Institutes sponsor libraries
. 1.8 one phase of'the work of the Women's Institute in planning for community

bett'erment, that or gant zation nas alw"'.ys t aken an a.ctive interest in promoting
libr~rios in rurGl districts. Two brnnches of the Quobec Women's Institutes
nnvc aesumed full responsibility end ha ve done notub l.e work in forming librarios
to serve their co~nunities. ~t W~kefield in Gutineuu County, the nucleus
of ~ libr~ry was forrr.od by two former pastors several ye~rs ~go. When funds proved
Lnad cqurrt e to cc.rry on, the Women's Institute took it over. They now have an
Gxcellent collection of books, ~nd fre0 space has been given in the Wakefield
Continuntion School. Tho members each take a month in turn ~cting ~B libraria.n.
The other libr~ry is ~t Scotstown in Compton County. This is elso housed in the
High School and one of the members vol~~teers her services as libro..rian. In
both insto..nces these libr~ries arc fi~nced entirely by tho Women's Institute"
wi thrn occ astonaf donat i on of books by int,orestcd friends. Similarly both
~.ke use of trD.velling libr~ries to bring fresh re~ding m8ter~il to the pUblic.
(Food for Thought, Oct. 1947)

Y.1RMOUTH Miss Lsr.be l Mr.:cDono.ld wri tes: "Since opening in our new building,
circul~tion h~s incre~sed wonderfully particularly among the children. The
~~ct that we are on the s~~ee street as the Centrnl School cilld only one street
from the High School acc ounts for SOT!10 of the increase. The children have a
room of their own. in this bUilding, and they nre very proud of it. We are
kept busy wi. th requests for debct i ng mr,terials, help on school assignments,
book reviews, music and history projects. From the time 8chool is out at 3.30
until 4.30, the desk nnd librcri~ns ~re pr~ctically invisible with so many
children clustered around.

We recontly had n gi vt of $100 fa r children' 8 books D'-S e. memorial to
one of our most interested patrons. This is to be edded to from time to time.

This year n~rks the 75th nnnivcrs~ry of the Yarmouth Public Library.
L folder h2S been issued giVing the history of the Libr~ry since it was presented
to the tcwh by the Inte Hon. L. E. Baker. .

. Mrs. Berdia F. Mooro reports: "The library hours have been changed so thn.t
the library opens at 10.30 a.m. ( instc~d of at noon). The public appreciated
the chQnge, especially the morning shoppers. The exterior of the building has
been painted white ~ith greon trim making it much more attractive. '

The Friends of the Librury ~~e holding a Book Fair in the library of the
Moncton High School, Nov. 6,7, and 8. Most of the Canadian publishers have boon
-'cry cooporat Lve in sending splendid collections of books,' From here the books
nrc f'orwarded to J.mherst where n Book Ftcir wi11 be held Nov..· 13 in the High School.

The Moncton Rotary Club presented an electric record player to the Story
Telling Club. for usa on Saturd~ys during the afternoon Story Telling Hour.
Tho children onjoy " Peter and the WOlf", "The owl and the Puasyc-rt " and other
recordings as well as the stories,told by voluntter story tellers.

t NOV'"d SCe.rtlD
eut>fic ArchN~ 0

HAl-1F~ N. S.
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PR IHC E EDWARD IS LAND L IBR.d.il IES Li b r a r ians from t en branch 1 ibrar ie s .
at tende d a con ven t ion at, 1 i b r a~r y h e~ dqua r t e r son 0ct. 14 and 1 5,
Miss Gracie Oampbell writes of the Convention: "We were very
much pleased with the attendance and enthusiasm shown, and hope
that the librarians who were here derived as much pleasure and
profit from the two-day get-together as we did at Headquarters.
At the meeting on Tuesday we saw the film "Free Reading for All",
wh~ch dealt in part with regional libraries in Vermont and stressed
the necessity of knOWing not only your books and magazines but,
even more important, the people who come to you in thoir search
for " a. good book".· . .

To get into the mood for a discussion of plans for Book Week;
we listened to three records--" The joys of roading" by Frederick
Melcher, the story of. Book Week told by I.l:ary Gould Davis, and
May Lamberton Becker speaking on Children's books. Along with the
displa.y of picture books~ posters and picture maps, ~e had a
National Film Board display. Mr. Stanley McInnis spoke of his
work as Field reprosentativ~ of the National Film Board and asked
the cooperation of the librarians in heiping to advertise his
monthly shows by posters and word of mouth. Mr. John Martin,
Film librarian, s~owed the recently conpiled catalog of over 500
films now available on request, and offered his assistance in
putting on shows wherever the people are interested." .

On Wednesday th~ librarians saw the film "Library·on Wheels"
and heard a talk on the Canadian Library Association by Miss
Jean Gill, who suggested that all those connected with the P.E.I.

'Libraries support the association in its coming driv& for member~

ship.

HALIFAX 600 children attended the openinG of the Halifax Children's
Library in its new wua~ters on Sept. 20, 1947. The official
opening marked the climaz of months of work on the old ironstone
building, once the coach house of the Duks of Kent when he wa s
commander-in-chief of British forces in North America. The
ihildren, many of them patrons of tho libr~ry in its former
quarters on Sackvills Street, inspected the ndw b~ilding ~ith

enthusiasm. The interior 'walls·are painted cream. with the shelves
a bright blue. Red and white check curtains at tho windows and
brackets of ivy and pots of geranium add to tho brightness of .t~e
room. The green outside shut~crs arc decorated with silver rabbit3.
The s h eLv s s of the library hold 3000 books, \500 of t nem now,
ro.ng'ing from picture b o o k s , fairy t c I o e and fiotion to biogrc.phy
and travel. Throe volunteer workGrs from the Junior League
handlge the librc.ry work during the day but the large humber ~f

children in attendance have m~de thie work very difficult. It
is hoped to obtain the services of a permanent librarian in the
near future so that .the library may remain open an extra hour
each afternoon. (Halifax Mail) .

TRURO Miss Lillian Swim sends the r ol Low Lng i no t s s t "Truro
Public Libfary was organized in 1906, and operated continuously
from that date until March 1946. At that time it appeared that
there would be insufficient funds to carryon, and the Libr~ry

closed. The citizens were roused to the need of doing something
about the library and at a meeting held in December they sel~cted
a Committee which was later appointed by the Council as ~ Committee
of Management for the Truro Public Library.
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The Council was asked to increase the grant sufficiently to permit
the engagement of ~ fUll-time tr~ined librari~n. They agre~d to
this, and I arrived in Truro near the end of August.

The Libfary has an excellent collection of about 8000 volumes
housed in three rooms on th,e second floor of the Civic Building.
The collection included· 3500 children's books, 2300 non-fiction
and the rest fiction. We ~re trying at present bo build up our
Reference collecti~n, which h~s many weak points, especially in
up-to-date materail. A good dictionary and an old edition of
Britannica pr6vide us' with a beginning; we also havG the Enoy­
clopedia of Social Sciences, which suffers from lack of use at
p r e sent, but ,whie h , we hop e, Vi ill' be co me mor e us Gfu 1 asp eo p l e
become aeeustomed to bringing their reference problems to us.

The Libfary was opened to the public on September 30, and is
open five afternoons and ~hree evenings a week. The use of the
library i~ free to all permanent rosidents of Truro, and provision
has been made for temporary and non-residents to use the library
on payment of a small f s e , '"The Boys' and Girls' Room is open an
hour-and -a half- four afternoons a week, and four hours on Saturday~

Of course I could not attempt to do all the work alone: I have
six volunteer assistants and one paid aS3sistant, who help at the
circulation desk. To date we h~ve registered 355 adult borrowers
and 225 ~hil~ren. The total circulation for the month of Ootober
was slightly over 2000. We conside~ this a good start, b~t we are
not by any means content with it; and our Publicity Committee
is going into aotion, with rGnewed vigor, to try to increased
membership and o Lr ou La t Lo n " '

•
Canadian Library Association

TheAssociation will hold its 1940 Conference in Ottawa with
headquarters at the Chateau Laurier on June 7, 8, and 9th. Plans
for this Conferen c s wero made in Toronto by' the Nat.ional EXGoutive
and Council in meetings presided over by the President, Dr. Wm.
Kaye Lamb o~ the Univ. of British Columbia.

The Association's project for tho co-operative publication of
the Canadian Index was approved. The Index will make aVailable
the contents of over fift,)" CanadLo.n ma g a z Lne s every month, and wi1.1
include both French and English mc ga z Lne s , l!ilrs.Leonard Chatwin
of Ottawa was appointed a s EO.itor a n d Mi s s nOl·;~w. Rose an SnfJ-Edit()r.

Co-operation with UNESCO projects of Canadian intere~t was
undertaken. The Association's committees on the collection of.
of books for bombed libraries forwarded. reports on the receipt of
1500 children's books bY,theBethnal Green ~ublic Library in
London, England, and the forwarding of Canadian books fot the
Brit.ish Museum.

lrTarit imeLibrary Assoc,iat ion
The bi-annual Conference of the Maritime Library Association

to have been held in Fredericton in 1947, was post~on6d, as a
date suitable to all members, and not coinciding with that of
the the Canadian Library Conference, could not be agrcGd upon.

It is hop ed that we' can hold our Conference in Frederio~ol1 the
end of June 1948, at which Oo n f e r an o e we shall be a 116 to hear
Reports from the C L A COilfol'CFce held in O';;'i;arIo, t.ile eal'lier part
of the month.


