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The Presi&ent‘s Letter

Sprlng is in the air. It is & sad snrlno for Nova Scotia be-
cause Miss Bateson is leaving us for a whlle to make a survey of
library needs and a plan for 110rary service in Jamaica. OQur gocd
wishes go with her. If our goal is global thinking and progress we
shall encourage ourselves with the thought of developments there.
Great things are happening in Jamaica in many fields. There is s
wide spread adult education movement, based on the study group tech-
nique. Several of their leaders have come to the Maritimes to look
over the .Saint Prancis Xavier discussion group and co-operative

program.
aid Jamaica's agricultural develppment over a
means that the asgricultural esathorities will
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year will see its first election by universal
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the Municipal Council of Hal ifax County in February and they went on
record as favoring the establishmnt of a regional library. They appoin-
ted a committee to consult with Hal ifax and Dartmouth. One of the Coun-
cillors commenting on the cost, said "I think it would be the vest eight
points we ever spent in our 1ives." Another stated: "I don't need to
refer it to my ratepayers -- I know they want it." :

Books and libraries must be & vital part of the rehabilitation plans
for the post-war world. Books are one of the essentials of adult educa-
tion, vital for all of us, and of particular use to men and women in the
Services who will be training for new jobs or brushing up old skills and
techniques when the war is over. Communities without libraries will either
have t0 build them or they will lose their enterprising, intelligent
citizens who won't tclerate the mentel malnutrition which lack of books
implies. It is interesting that the Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking at
——— the-first annual lecturc-of the National Book Council in May of: last -ysar, ——
declared: :

- If the pudlic is to bhe awarc of the grecat treasurc housc of
literature and all that it hes in store for every member of the
public, then of course it is necessary thet bocks should ove
accessible and in this we have made a greact dcvelopmant of late
through the increese of public libraries @znd the spvlendid scrvice
rendered by their librariens, to which I am sure this Council
would wish to pay a grstoful tribute.

. I hopc we may go a little beyond that ond encourage the fccumula-
tion cf private libraries, however smzll; and one yuggestion that
has been made here, which I most heartily endorsc, is that we
should urge the provision in all new houses of built-in book-
shclvos so thot those who do buy books will not be faced with
what may be for them the rcally vexatious altcerm tive of either
buying go skshelves, which for them may be difficult to.ﬂfford or
leoving the boeoks 1y1ng about untidily.

This is & pleace where architects and builders ceuld further the
cause that we heve at hoart ~1f only th y would L ke‘it up.

Onc of the problcms dlSVHSde by the anudlﬁn Librs ry Council in its
lost meeting wes the establishment of & Nationnl Library for this country.
Thit. we.shrll-have one in time there~is nc ‘question, because it-is needed -
in Canada. But with over half of our pcpulation lacking any form of 1lib-

S Yoy scrvico, it scems sensible to concentrate for the time being on get-
ting libraries in thosc lerge arceas where there arce none. Before the
house goces up the foundation has to be 1z id. There was zn intercsting and
time ly cditoriel in the Halifox Heralé on Februsry 16:

) What sbout a naticnal Iibrory? Meny ccuntries hove, or heve had,

very fine national librarics. And it is now proposed by the

Cam dian Library Council (who arc preparing o drief on the subject)
thet Canada toc should have = nationsl librery as well. - Nationzl

libraries in themselves arc doudbtless of incstimeble value to the

people to whom thoir fecilitics ore readily acccessible. 3But

people in this part of the country w111 be more interested in

-pr0v1d1ng librerics which they will be able to see and use than

is supporting the building of onc which few cf them.will ever see

and still fewer will be ablé to use.

' While the province of Prince Edward Island has exoell,nt librery

facilities, the Capital City of Nova Scctia is still without the

gonVonienog of & modern library. And the picture could bve dupT
' Fublic Arcnives of Nova Seod~ -

HALFFAX, N. S




,(‘\

e}

3

licated over nnd over rgain in countless Concdicn villages and

towns. .
Let us hﬁvc o nationagl-librery vy &ll meens -- somG time -~ but
let us first have modern lidrirics in 21l our cities, in 211 our

villoges wnd - towns, =nd the co untrys1des o8 well.

Marion Gilroy

Progress Report
of the
Canndicn Librory Couneil
. b g
Nors Bateson

— ~.The.Couneil held 2 mceting in Winnipeg in January, W1th MlSS
Mtrgarct S. Gill os tho new Chairman,. The 1nc)rporatlon 0of the Gouncil,
wnich hes been delayed because of technicelities, is now & fact end the
constitution with its technicel amendments will be sent shortly to ell
members of the Moritime Librory Associaction for ratificoation. We must
&1ll be apprecictive of the work of Mr. Senderson and the Toronto Public
Livrory's Mr. J.C.M. Macbeth, K.C. for thelr services in connection w1th

this busincss of inccrporation.

On incorporstion the Cecuncil rcceived a grent for $4,000 from the
arncgie Corporstion for the current yeer. It was decided thet part of
this fund should. be used tc secure the scrvices of a Secretary o8 the
amount of work to be done is more thmn any Chsirmon can undert“ke.

The Counoil plans also to put out some puollcutlons- Dlrectory Jf
Libreriems in Concdg, andPpomphlet "Rural Canade Needs ler'rles" are
to be issued immcodictely. The Directory will be mailed to members of &ll
"Provineicl Agsocictions £nd the pomphlet con be gecured by spplicetion-to
the Choirman, or, in the Maritimes thr¥ugh the Nove Sgotia Ruglonul .
Llorhrles Commissiocn, 84 Hollis St., Helifex, N.S.

Other publia.tiuns planncd wérc an *ttractive bulletin on libroricon--
_ship &8s & profu531on tugother wtth a stotement as to the type of 1libr: ry
T tr&lnlng Tow avViileble in’ Canazde,” fotr usSe by rehaebilitatici tgencies.
The Council «ls3s proposes to 1ssu ot 2n early date & Ceonadican Librory
Bulletin. ’

The question of Bucks for Britcin cnd for librories in other ccun=~
tries which have suffecred devastaticn was discussed. There crc several
bodies making such collections. We thought it adviseble to find out
what cach was duing and if there was any C‘Cpbr;thﬂ between them bufore

m:king eny plans cursclves.

The Coancil hes prepared readhng lists for the C.B.C. in connection
with the programme "Pcoples on the March", &nd plans to do similer lists
‘08 the ppportunitics present themsolvos. :

The quostion of & Notional Librory was, of course, an imwortant
_Subject of discugsion; Membors of the Council had €11 submittod briefs
for their ereas a¢nd Mr. Ssunders, rctiring Cheirman, wes still working'
Cn,tho amnlgamation of these into & national bdrief. M rion Gilroy is
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preparing some.comments on o Hationnl Librery in this issuc of the Bul-
letin., It ssems to mony of us thct Cenada's mest urgent notionzl
librory predlem is not o duilding in Ottawe dbut somce Dominicn assistance
to those parts ¢f cur nation which lack zny sort of adequate librory
scrvicec. A Hotionel Librery in Ottews wowuld strengthen oxisting lib-
reries but would do nothing to offset the reelly appaling leck of 1id-
rarics in so many of our provinces.

I would 1like to tcke thig conportunity of soying a temperary forc-
well to members of the Moritime TLibrory aAssocinticn. On Mnrch 27th I
om golng to Jamnics on o yearls lenve of abgebee to moke plons for 1ibh-
rexy development thorc. I ge with the consent of the Regiloncl Librerics
commission cnd the dnlifax Rohedilitotion Committcc. There is hope of &
livrery for Huolifex City ond Lounty, but there will be dclays owing to
the difficulty <«f duilding, cte., 2t this time. In the intervel there
s a_very 1ﬂtr,rc,stmc jop tu Be dcne in Jomedicen 2nd I leaove the work of
- 777 ¢ the-Rogh ontdT LINEL ¥iss  Commissic:si in the very c?prolb Wnds of Mnricn

Gilror,.

Mecting ~f the M. E,Ao.Exocutivc Cemmitted

On Wondoy, Moy 22, = 30 p.m., therc will-bde o mecting cof theo
BExcecutive Committec of thc M.L.A. in the Librery of Acadis University,
Wolfville, N.S. Will the members of the Executive who wish overnight
accommodntion plense write the Acodin Librarian, Mrs. MiK. Ingrohom, os

cearly ag possiblo. :

<

voodstock Ahcad!l

The L.P. Fisher Lidrery ot Woodstoek, N.3. was o of the. first
librarics in the Maritime Provinces te introduce "the story avur'" into
the week's schedule. Now it is in the ven cgoein, this tims with o story
hour by redio. Miss Storrctt, the livraricn, his rodovored from her ris-
cont illness ond is recdy for work again,

- -~ -~ News from S@int John, N.B.

A letter frum Miss Hope Jarvis, Scecrctary of the Seint John Branch
of the M.L.A. and Convenor of the Librarics Committee of the Conadisn
‘Federation of University Women, arrived just s we woerce roaly to go to
prass.  The letteer whs full of news ané suggestions. YWe quote the

feilowing: "There have been two meetings of thé Seint John Branch of
the M.L.A. since I last wrote. In Joenuery we were invitced to the home of
Mr. ond Mrs. George Wells to seo their collection of Lobrador craft;-
carved walrus tusks 2nd furs. Supplemented with ph,togra“Hb 211G tne
tales of Mr. Wells' experiences, it gave w8 o very grephic picture of 1 fe
in Labvwador. Miss Mergucerite Berton reviewed "Mode in China' by ‘Graclie
Spencer, The TPebruary mceeting was held ¢t my heme anc Miss Gertrude
Mullin telked on the book "Pegoney Roundabout", bdy D.M. Stewert, which-
tells of the socinl customs @nd conditions in Zaglend in the Regeney days
~nd was greatly cajoyed by all. Miss Berton 2lso revicwed HMaud Hill :
Renton's "From Calro te Khyber to Celebes™.




Librarians Attention
Miss Jean C. Gill, Librarian of the Leglslative and Public
Library, Charlottetown, P.E.I., is looking for copies of the Cam dian
Patent Office Record prior to 1930. Will any librarian having dup-
licates of these please write Miss Gill. She will offer exchanges.

Halifax Library Club

The program of the Halifax Library Club for the year 1943-44,
has been cartered eround Carmdian Art and related subjects. One paper
One paper has been given on early Canadian Art, to be followed by
another on The School of Seven..

.7 "~ A very fine film on the Art of 4.Y. Jackson was Shown at one ’
meeting, also ap unusuclly beautiful and ;nfornutlve one on Handicrafts
in the Province of Quebec. Crafts in Quedec have regched a perfection
of design and execution unrivalled & nywhere on this continent.

Miss Black of the Provincial Department of Handcraft and In-
dustry wes the guest spesker at orme of the Library Club meetings. She
reported that the Department- has drawn up a valuable and progressive
program, which includes among other things, the fostering of the cul-
tural and economic development of handcrafts in the Province, rehabili-
tation, provision of tezchers, lecturers, bibliographies, equipment
and tools, and suitable exhibition &nd publicity. A workshop has also
been ostuollshOd in the city to carry on exp riments with native clays

znd minersls.

The Club members visited two libraries, the Dartmouth Public
and the ncw Mount St.Vincent library for the people of Rockingham.
-Both libraries arec doing excellent work tc provide for the ever growing
recding intcrests of the public they serve. It is the sincsre hope of
the Club thet the time is not too for distant, when library facilities
will be availadble to everyonc in Nove Scotia

. - —Bvelyn M. Campbell - -
Secretary

1 " Notes and Personels

Prom Miss Winifrod Snider, Mount Allison Nemorl 1 Library,’
Sackville, N.B.

There is reelly not‘, grect decl of Mount Allison news to .
write you. Ve scem to be going elong much as usual. Our circulation ‘
gocs up and down, with no apparent reason. Last yeer it decresscd,
this year ir h.s incrcased glightly. - The students have less time for
rcading than they hove ever had, which might gccount for & decrease in
circulation. (I am speaking of "their "outside reading”, since we have
an open shelf system for their requircd reading and keop no circuletion



—

#e

"6
rccord of these books,) On the other hond, in spite - or perhaps
becttuse ~ of their decreased leisure the students ore more onxious to
re2d then in pre-wor yeors.

} It is intoresting to note tth the circulation of periodicals
and pomphlets hes practically dubled during the past yezr. This
proba oly hos o dirccet conncction with the lessencd hours of leisure.
Thore is undoubtedly 2 desire for brief, factuzl, up-to-the minute
informetion among our recders. . The current numbers of magezines are
decidedly dog-ecared before they even rench the stacks, and the chronic
state of disorder in the zrrangement of the periodicsnls on the megezine-
reck is due to constent usc of the megrzines and not to neglecet on the

part of the librory staff.

We have o very keen group of young army lads ot the universl ty
now. They have practically no sprre time, but in-their ten-minute orenks
beétwecen classes they dash to the librory ior books. One boy hes swal-
lowed Dovies' "Mission to Moscow" ~nd Hindus' "Mother Russia" in two
olmost incredibly swift gulps spiced by bvcrythlng he pould go on

Leonordo- de Vinei. = - I

From Mrs. B.F. Moore, Librariecn, Moncton Puyblic Library:

The PFriends of the Librory now his & membership of over -400.
Mr. A.W. Trueman,. Supt. of Schools in Seint John (and o member of the
Saint John L¥brery Bosrd) spoke at o well attended mceting on Feb. Tth,,
undc¢r the auspices of the . L. 4., in foct it was thelr annuzl mcctlng
They prcsented thc Library with & cheque for $150.00 for the purchase
of-new books. We ore trying to buy some useful referoncc and technical
oooks with some of the moncy.

When the Board of Trade drew up thelr post-wer devclopmcnt
plan for the City, thsy ineluded cn sstim.te of $75,000 for a new

Library, Municipal &na TFederal money.
Miss Cundon resigned in December cnd left Jan.lb to join the -

" W.D. of the R.C,A.F. At orcscnt she is dcing Librery work in the

station &t Rockcliffe. She was succceded herc by Mrs. C. MﬁcW1lllum
-The Moncton Socizty of Art exhibits one of their original
paintings in the Library. The peinting is changed 2bout cvery two
wecks An item regerding it appcars in the Prcss' this is usually
followod by 1ntercstod persons visiting the Llor‘ry to sce the picturc.

From Miss Dorothy Cullen, Acting Librarien, ~Prince Edwe rd

Islond Libraries: . —. — - -
3400 books added durlng 1943 brlng the bookstock of the Prince

| — i T

"Bdwerd Islcond Librerics to 60,805 volumes. We notice & considerable

drop in the numbeéer of books published this winter, znd in particular o
shortage of reprints to replice worn out fiction. ' '

The stetistics of library circulation for 1943 show & drop of
necarly 4% in bocks borrowcd from branch libreries., However, thce branches
at Murrey River, Crapnud, Summerside, Wellington, Bradelbone and Murray
Herbour ~ttained & hlgher circul-tion then for 1942. A greater number
of schools mt.de usc of the librery ~lso., 320 schools in 211 borrowed
book-collections for class usc, 88 -getting them from branch libriries,
and 232 from librory hegdunTtGLSo

As the air stntion at Cha r¢ottotawn hﬂs becn cheonged to ean
R.CeA.Fe staticon, the members of the R.A.F. have been trensforred and
with their dep: rturo the Chorlottekowrn Poblic Llorhry s lost many
feithful rocders. The stztiom library lgﬂned oy the Prince Edward

L Lo m—— — m—— e a




=

' - .
7

Iskend Librorics hos been rceturned, but we cxpoet & request for the
seme scrvicce to the new personncl.. '

: Our rcgular winter scrics of book revizsws is being broed-
cast by CFCY on Scturdey cvenings =t 6:45. This change of time from
the worning perdod which it uscd t0 occupy cmebles meny pcople to tune
in whe couldnot &¢ so before. o -

v‘]

]

From Miss Jecan C. Gill, Librarian Legisletive amd Public
Library, Charlcottetown, P.B.I.: .

- We have nothing very stortling to report. Our.circulaticn
statistics for 1943 show s smpall decrecse which is expliceble by the
fret that the library was closed for onc month for redecoration and the
instollaticn of fluorescent lights. This improvemont wos greotly ap-
precinted by patrons ond staff alike. There is & continucd demand for
technical books by the men in the servicos. The st ticn in Chirlotte-
town has been changed from R.A.F to R.C.A.F. and clthough we cre glad
to welcome the men from the di fferent prrts of the Empire we miss the
English recders, &s they tock groot advontnge c¢f our library facilities.

- - Lost yeer, ns somethire new, we drew the tttentidn of the
public %o British Book Week, which es you know wos sponscred by the
Amcricen Library Imt ernacionnl Reletions Board, nd is being insugurated
to help develop sympathy end understonding emong the countrics which
will moke up the postwar world. During this week we were £ole to
circulate many interesting bocks which might otherwise be overlooked.

: At the beginning of 1943 we folt the nced of o ncw registra-
tion, and by Deccember 3lst we hed registercd 4213 berrcwers.

Viscount Bennett, former Prime Minister of Canmada, in donating
,more then o million dollars to educstional institutions in Cam.éz, has
not. forgetton Meritime Libraries. fThore is a specinl gift fer the
Silver Jubilee Iibrary =t HWopewell Cape, founded Some yoors £go by
Mr. and Mrs. John Allon Drummond. The Law Library of Dalhousie Univer-
‘sity and the Library cf Shirreff H2ll are also remoepbered.

A fire in Yormcuth, N.S. on Merch 14 scriously camnged the
Yormeuth Public Lidbrary. oOut of 26,000 books on the shilves of the
Libroary cbout 21,000 were demaged. The biography sceticon wos proctically
wiped out, and the history smd trvel sectiocns suffoercd gree.t loss.
Files of Yarmouth newspapers complete from the first issncs woere de-
stroyed. A Bible of the 17th cemtury valued at $500 wrs clsc lost. 4
letter written on lMarch 16 by a Yormouth lady to the Editor of this- {
Bulletin, contains thoe following iaspiriting sentence: "It seems t0 :
many of us private citizens thet this is the time to make o groend effort
te ercct a proper dbuilding for heusing whot books we have left and those
we may be able to add to cur livbrary". .
(Saint John news cont. from p.4) Miss Jarvis writes thst the Saint John
Free Public Library Board has recommended to the City Council that after
the war a fireproof.annex for irreplaceable material be added to the Lib-
rary. Miss Vaughan, the Librarisn, is meking a reserve collection of war
books by withdrawing from circulation for this purpose duplicate copies
cf the most notanle publications. A new member of the M.L.A. 1s Miss
Frances lfachum of Westfield, NN.3., formerly on the staff of the Toronto
Public Libraries but now teaching Library Science in the Modern Business
College at Saint John. The Library Cemmittee of the C.F.U.W., with Miss
Jervis at the head, is getting intc swift action. 4 circular letter sup-
porting an immediate plan for a Nationsl Library in Canada has been going
the rounds of the Pederation Clubs. : .




