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THE M. L. I. FOURTH ANNUAL CONFZRENCE 

Prince Edwarc! Island i n  Junc, the Garden of the Gulf, was a f i t t i n g  
academe for  a meeting of the l ibrar ians  of the Maritime Provinces. The fourth 
annual conference of the Maritime Library Ins t i tu te  held i t s  opening session on 
the morning of June 22 a t  Prince of Wales College, Charlottetown, P. E. I., - President E.M.A. Vaughaiz i n  the chair. Thirty-five were i n  attendance, according 
t o  a la tor  report  of Idrs. B. Ed. Moore, the reg is t ra r .  

The President's Address 

The President's address was brief and comprehensive. In a rapidly 
changing world, what was the function of l ibrar ians ,  she asked, what was t h e i r  
place i n  a democracy? The public l ib rary  i s  a great factor  i n  building up a 
people. "By lead more than by gold has the world been transformed," she quoted, 
"the lead of the compositor's tray." Current matters referred t o  i n  the address 
were: the  Royal Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations and the br ie fs  
presented by various l iSrary associations i n  Canada; the indexing of magazines 
undertaken recently by Cvhe Library of the University of Toronto; a new movement 
for  organieing l ib rary  c f f o r t  i n  New Brunswick. The President oongratulated Miss 



Marion Gilroy of the  Public Archives of Nova Scotia on the  Carnegie grant-in-aid 
recent ly  awarded her enabling her  t o  take a year 's  t r a in ing  i n  Library Science a t  
Columbia University. 

The Secretary-Treasurer's Communications. Minutes. Reports 

After the  President's repor t  t he  Secretary read l e t t e r s  of greeting t o  
the  Conference from Miss Eugonie Archibald of Dalhousie University Library, Miss 
Winifrod Snider of Mount Allison University Library, and Miss l abe l  S te r l ing  of 
the  Library of the  University of New Brunswiclc, 

The reading of the  minutes of t he  1937 Conference followed, and a f t e r  
those wcro approved t he  Secretary-Treasurer presented her report.  During the  year 
s i x  new act ive  members, one associa te  and one i n s t i t u t i o n a l  member had been 
enrolled,  and one member, Miss Adelaide P. Fitch, had been removed by death. Other 
na t t e r s  coted were: the chapter a f f i l i a t i o n  with t he  A. L. A * ;  the  Govermient 
Library Survey of Nova Scotia by I.Yss Bateson and her subsequent Report; the Royal 
Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations and the b r i e f s  presented by the  Id. L. I.; 
the  four issues  of the  Bul le t in  t h a t  had beon sen t  out during the  year. The f in -  
anc ia l  statement showed t h a t  the balance on hand June 15, 1938, was $114.48. The 
repor t  was adopted and a rzotion passed t h a t  those i n  a r rea rs  who wished t o  hold t h e i r  
membership be forgiven a l l  dues t o  Juno, 1938, and be asked only fo r  annual fees  f ron  
t h a t  date. 

Committoes and Arrannomonts 

The president appointed a Noxinating. Colanittee,- ltliss Gilroy, IIrs. PIoore, 
and IUss G i l l ,  as  ;inc t ha t  a repor t  be brought i n  a t  t h e  afternoon session; and 
a l so  a Cormittee on Resolutions,- E s s  Campbell and 1 . 3 ~ ~  Macdonald. 

Miss C. A. Allan of Kings University Library invited the  bl. L. I. t o  meet 
f o r  i t s  f i f t h  conference i n  1939 a t  Halifax, N. S,, ~ ient ioning tho month of 
May a s  a convenient time; Mrs. B. MI blooro asked us t o  meet i n  t he  City of Moncton, 
N. B. On motion, it was decided t h a t  the  inv i ta t ion  t o  Halifax be accepted, with 
g ra te fu l  acknowledpents t o  blrs . Moore. 

RcDorts fror; Libraries 

Informal reports  from individual  l i b r a r i e s  occupied one of the most 
pleasant hours of the  Conforence, F i r s t ,  Mr. Chandler, Direator of tho P,E.I .  
Regional Library System, spoke of the  work of the  centra l  l i b r a ry  a t  Charlottetown 
and t h a t  of i t s  various branches throuchout the  Island. During t he  year there  had 
been a f inanoial  increase of $2000; the book stock c o q r i s e d  more than 44,000 vol- 
umes, Idr. Chandler was convinced t h a t  the fu ture  of regional  l i b r a r i e s  was insured 
by the  success of study ciubs, The cen t ra l  l i b r a ry  serves the  Island clubs with films, 
i n c l u d i n ~  s l ides ,  projector,  and operator, a s  well  a s  with books; it a l so  sends 
col lect ions  of books t o  ru r a l  schools. 

Miss G i l l  reported f o r  the  Legislat ive and Public Library of tho c i t y  of 
Charlottetown. This lady demonstrates admirably the pos s ib i l i t y  of combining t h e  
funotions of a l e ~ i s l a t i v c  and public l i b r a ry  undor one administration, 

Miss Allen, speaking for  the  Library of the University of Kine's College, 
sa id  t h a t  Dalhousie and Ringfa l i b r a r i e s  wore t o  have a union catalogue, and t h a t  



the work of compiling t h i s  was under way. Tho l ib ra ry  s t a f f  of King's i s  undertaking 
pro jacts  t o  encouraee reading i n  the collcge women's residence. 

Miss Zaidoe Harris  i s  the proprietor and l i b r a r i an  of the Peter Pan 
Library i n  Halifax. This i s  open t o  the  children of the City, on payment of a regu- 
l a r  fee ,  f i f t e e n  hours a week. 

Miss hkry Fraser reported progress i n  the  Dalhousie University Library. 
There w i l l  soon be a new building f o r  t he  medical l ibrary.  

I n  the Acadia University Library Lks. Ingrahan reported t h a t  the  two out- 
standing r a t t e r s  fo r  the year were the  enrolment of the  l ib ra ry  among the depositories 
f o r  the Carnegie Endowment for  International Peace, and the reorganization of a 
systea  of t rave l l ing  l ib ra r ies .  

Kiss M. C.  Ahcdonald reported t h a t  plans fo r  a new l i b r a ry  building a r e  
beinc discussed a t  St .  Francis Xavier University. A larger  student body has taxed 
the f a c i l i t i e s  t o  the  utnost. 

Miss Mary Falconer gave an in te res t ing  account of a new reading room fo r  
children recently opened i n  Halifax i n  connection with t he  Junior League. On the  
day of opening ninety children were i n  attendance. 

Miss Barnaby of the  Citizens' Free Library i n  Halifax reported a c i rcula-  
$ion of 71,492. Procress i s  retarded by lack of housing room. During the year 
Friends of the  Library have been act ive .  

Miss Harper reported the busies t  year i n  the  his tory of the New Brunswick 
Legis la t im Library, The Canadian In s t i t u t e  of Internat ional  Affairs meets i n  the 
Library, and keeps there i t s  excellent  col lect ion of books. 

Miss Campbell reported t h a t  the  c i rculat ion of the  Provincial Science 
Library i n  Halifax had doubled during the year. People i n  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  write t o  
t h i s  l i b r a ry  f o r  books on many sub jeots,  - conmercial a r t ,  handicrafts, h is tory of 
science, s c i e n t i f i c  farning, geology, 

E s s  Marion Gilroy reported happily f o r  the Archives of Nova Scotia. This 
noble i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  young, but the  service for  which it was established i s  old a s  
the foundations of history.  

Mrs. Moore spo:;e f o r  Moncton Publia Library. In eleven years 10,000 
members have been regis tered.  The l ib ra ry  serves not only the people of Noncton, 
but many i n  outlying d i s t r i c t s .  The c i rcu la t ion  i s  57,000. 

Miss bl. Hope Jarvis  reported unof f ic ia l ly  fo r  the University of New 
Brunswick Library. She spoke of the Model League of Nations and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Miss T i l l ey  reported for  the Library of Mount Allison University, and 
especial ly  f a r  the I.O.D.E. l ib ra ry  f o r  children. This i s  kept i n  a spec ia l  room 
c;f the cornodious new l i b r a ry  building a t  hlount Allison. 

Miss Vauphan informed the Conference t h a t  t he  Saint John Free Public 
Library occasionally c i rcu la tes  as  many as  1000 books i n  a day. She reported a c t i v i t y  
i n  the Friends of tho Library Group, and a lso i n  the Saint John Branch of the b!. L. I. 

On notion by Miss Canpbell those reports were adopted and the morning 
session adjourned, 

Paper on Pamphlets i n  tho Library 

President Vauchan cal led the Conference t o  order f o r  t he  afternoon session 
soon a f t e r  two o'clock, I3ss  Teresa Sears of the P. E. I. Libraries held tho close 
a t ten t ion  of her fellow 1ibrarians.while she fear less ly  crossed t h a t  pons asinorum of 
the profession, and showed them the pos s ib i l i t y  of putt ing v i t a l i t y  in to  the collection,  
the care, and the c i rcu la t ion  of pamphlets. We hope t o  publish t h i s  intensely 
prac t ica l  paper i n  the next issue of the Bulletin, and therefore we attempt no 
synopsis here. It provoked l i v e l y  discussion of a t ype  t h a t  modern l ib ra r ians  can 
resume a t  any moment, In  caring fo r  pamphlets i n  constant use, ldiss Sears demon- 



st ra ted the use of an inexpensive f i l i n g  case, cardboard with t i n  facing, 
suf f ic ien t ly  large t o  hold the standard folders.  

Report of the Nominating Committee 

After Miss Sea-scs paper t he  report of the Nominating Committee was heard 
and adopted. A l i s t  of the off icers  of the Bb. L, I. for  the year 1938-39 w i l l  be 
found on the f i r s t  page of t h i s  issue of the Bulletin. 

Symposium on Reading Interests 

A symposium on reading inherests occupied the remainder of the afternoon 
session. In the absence of the ~ppoin ted  chairman, Miss E. Archibald, her place 
was taken by Miss Gilroy, 

Miss Vaughan discussed the reading in te res t s  i n  a large town or a c i ty ,  
taking Saint John as her basis. The in te res t s ,  she said, depended on tho charaoter 
of the town,- was it largely industr ia l ,  was it the seat  of a university, or was it 
a sea t  of government? Are there many clubs i n  the tovm? Often it i s  dangerous t o  
gauge the reading intereszs of people i n  various classes too def ini te ly;  a house- 
maid came to  the Saint John Library seeking a copy of '!Ian the Unknown". 

Miss G i l l  spoke of the reading in te res t s  i n  a small c i ty ,  referr ing t o  her 
experience i n  Charlottetown. The population i s  14,000. During the years since the 
regional l ib rary  was established by the aid of the Carnegie Foundation there has 
been a marked change i n  the reading in te res t s  of the ci t izens,  a notable development. 
In  the publio l ibrary,  the broad division i s  between f i c t i o n  and non-fiction; the 
denand for the l a t t e r  i n  qharlottetown i s  i n  the following order: biography, 
l i t e r a tu re ,  t ravel ,  social  science, history, f i ne  a r t s ,  useful a r t s .  

Mrs. Robert Docohue of Souris, P.E.I., had prepared a paper on rura l  
reading in te res t s ;  t h i s  was read by hk. Chandler, A t i ne ly  discussion followed; it 
was generally recognized t h a t  the problem of those committed t o  l ib rary  service was 
t o  reach the rural  population with books, 

Kemoch Beach 

A t  the close o f  t h i s  session cars were waiting t o  convey the l ibrar ians  
t o  Eeppcch Beach, where ?-ley were entertained a t  the sumnor cottage of 8Tiss Margaret 
Jenkins. The younger ones of the company bathed i n  Old Ocean; the older ones 
chatted i n  happy groups on the  verandah and lawn. A l l  were then served with what 
purported t o  be afternoon tea,  but proved i t s e l f  a substant ia l  supper. 

hcidress by the Minister of Education - 
A t  7:30 the Conference met fo r  t h e  evening session, the Vice-President, 

.Lss Vaughan, i n  the c h i y .  Hon. hhrk R. NcGuigan, hlinister of Education for  Prince 
Edward Island, welcomed C,!le assembled l ibrar ians  i n  a br ief ,  pertinent address, He 
was glad t o  have a convention of t h i s  kind meet on the Island, and especially glad 
t h a t  the l-meting was i n  the capi ta l  c i ty .  He welcomed also the branch l ibrar ians  i n  
the P, E. I, regional libFary system, many of whom were i n  attendance. The l ibrary 
movement he regarded as ixportant and significant,  even i n  the way of dividends. The 
speaker quoted S i r  Tlillian Osler as saylng tha t  l ib rar ies  paid bet ter  than mining stock, 



Education i s  no t  f i n i s h e d  when t h e  boy o r  g i r l  leaves school; t h e  necess i ty  t o  
l e a r n  fol lows us through our a d u l t  l i f e .  Thore a r e  two kinds of educat ion,  t h a t  which 
we g e t  from others  and t h a t  which we give ou r se lves r  &. McGuigan concluded h i s  
address by quoting t h e  opinion of a  leading eduaa t ion i s t  t h a t  t h e  Pr ince  Edward I s l and  
r eg iona l  l i b r a r y  system vms t h e  b e s t  of i t s  kind i n  Canada, 

Paper on Government Doouments 

The new R e s i d e n t ,  Mr. Branwell Chandler, t h e n  took t h e  cha i r  and c a l l o d  
upon U s s  Doreen Harper, L i b r a r i a n  of t h e  New Brunswick Leg i s l a t ive  Library,  t o  read  
a paper on t h e  sub jeo t  o f  government documents i n  the  blnritime Provinces. As by a  
subsequent order  of t h e  . i n s t i t u t e  t h i s  paper was reproduced and widely d i s t r i b u t e d ,  
no synopsis i s  necessary,  The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a union catalogue of t h e  government 
documents i n  Maritime l i b r a r i e s  was t h e  most important mat te r  t h a t  emerged i n  t h e  d i s -  
cuss ion  t h a t  followed. The r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  Miss Harper fs  paper be p r i n t e d  and d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  was h e a r t i l y  supported, 

A Lecture and a Motion P ic tu re  

The Coni'erenoe then  adjourned f o r  an  hour t o  a t t e n d  a meeting of t h e  
Convention of 'F'ioments I n s t i t u t e s  i n  t h e  Assembly Room of t h e  same bui ld ing ,  where 
D r .  Kingsley Roberts l ec tu red  on Cooperative Medicine. Returning t o  t h e  Conference 
Room t h e  Me L. I. de lega t ion  was del ighted  and i n s t r u o t e d  by a motion p i c t u r e  shown 
by P res i6en t  Chandler, "The Edaking of a Book". 

Paper on the  Se lec t ion  of Books f o r  Children 

The Conference assembled f o r  i t s  l a s t  s e s s i o n  on t h e  morning of t h e  
23rd, Pres ident  Chandler i n  t h e  c h a i r ,  The meeting began wi th  a  paper prepared and 
read by Miss Dorothy Cullen of t h e  P. E. I, L i b r a r i e s ,  "The Se lec t ion  of Boc;cs f o r  
Children," This v i t a l  s u b j e c t  was most i n t e r e s t i n g l y  discussed by Miss Cullen, and 
her l i s t e n e r s  learned  much about  d e l i g h t f u l  ch i ld ren ' s  books, We hope t o  pub l i sh  
t h e  paper i n  t h e  next  i s sue  of t h e  B u l l e t i n ;  and we a r e  t h e  more eager  t o  do  t h i s  
because of t h e  i n t e r e s t  shown i n  t h e  d i scuss ion  that followed. I&. Chandler's r e -  
mark ' t h a t  o f t e n  a n  Oxford don t u r n s  out  a " r e a l l y  stunnine; ch i ld ren ' s  book" sho~ved 
t h a t  he, f o r  one, unders-kood t h a t  a genius f o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g  oh i ld ren  is not  in-  
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s c h o l a r l y  vocation. 

A Round Table 

Next follorved a Round Table d i scuss ion  on two top ic s :  (1)  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  and p o s s i b i l i t y  of a union catalogue f o r  t h e  hhr i t ime Provinces; ( 2 )  pib- 
l i c i t y  f o r  t h e  l i b r a r y .  On t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  no d e f i n i t e  conclusion was reached, 
though t h e  exoe l l en t  and thought fu l  d i scuss ion  helped t o  c l e a r  ideas on t h e  matter.  
On t h e  seoond t o p i c  t h e  d i scuss ion  moved towards a  p r a o t i c a l  and immediate issue.  1.V. 
Chandler thus  summed up; we should encourage the  establishment of r e g i o n a l  l i b r a r i e s ,  
bu t  as an  I n s t i t u t e  we should a l s o  encourage t h e  i s o l a t e d  e f f o r t s  of  s m l l  communities. 
Miss Gi l roy  moved t h a t  a  committee of f i v e  be  appointed t o  work on t h e  p u b l i c i t y  of 
t h e  l i b r a r y  idea,  and t o  he lp  i n  e f f o r t s  f o r  l i b r a r y  establ ishment ,  On motion by E s s  
'laughan, Pres ident  Chandisr was appointed ohairman of t h e  committee, and chose tho  
o ther  rnambrirs a s  fol lows:  Miss Harper, Miss Falconer,  Mrs, b!oore, Miss Gal lan to  

I n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  proposed meeting of l i b r a r y  a s soc ia t ions  and 



i n s t i t u t e s  i n  Eastern Canada with the Quebec Library Association i n  Montreal some time 
4uring 1939, it was deoidcd tha t  our annual wetting be held i n  Halifax as planned, but 
t h a t  any nembers of the M. L. I, who w i l l  on t h e i r  om expense attend the general con- 
ference i n  Montreal be cer t i f ied  as our delegates. 

The Motor Tour 

In the afternoon the  delegates enjoyed a motor t r i p  t o  Summerside and 
- Borden, call ing on the way a t  the  branch l ib rar ies  of Cavendish and Hunter River, K s s  

Burrows received them i n  her br i th t ,  well-appointed l ib rary  a t  Surmnerside; Mayor 
Campbell with several gentlemen of the town gave themwelcome i n  brief addresses; 
f ina l ly ,  the ladies of Summerside entertained them with afternoon tea. 

The Return 

Then it was time t o  re turn t o  our l i b ra r i e s  and homes, and so we made our 
way t o  the  boat tht was t o  carry us from the f a i r  Island shores, speaking t o  one 
another as we went, not only of the beauty of the capi ta l  c i ty ,  of the lovely land- : :, 
scapes we had seen on our tour,  of the happy and successful oonference we had enjoyed, I '  

but of the wonderful hospi ta l i ty  of the  Islanders. 

NOTES AND PERSONALS 

Items of Maritime l ibrary  in te res t  w i l l  be found i n  the Report of the M.L.1. Y ?$ 
Conference i n  th i s  issue,  under the  heading - Reports from Libraries. i 

9 I 

i< 
In  Nova Scotia f i v e  commissioners have been appointed'by the Governnent t o  :. s 

administer the  recent Regional Libraries A c t , -  namely, D r .  H. Po Munro, Superintendent 
f Education, Halifax, N. S., Chairman; Dr. Frank Parker Day, h k e  h i s ,  W e  S.; 

f 

Rev. D r .  J. J. Tmpkins, Reserve Mines, C. B.; Judge A. J. Crockett, New Glasgow, N.S.; 
and M r .  James Garrow, Bank of Montreal, Halifax, N. S. The duties  of t h i s  Commission i4 
are: " to  promote and encourage the extension of public l i b ra r i e s  throughout the > d 

- Province, t o  supervise a l l  l ib rary  work supported under the Aot, t o  administer g i f t s  
eP and grants f o r  such l ib rar ies  a d  t o  cooperate with a l l  persons and groups interested - / .-- i n  l ibrary s e r d o e r w  

"f 
j 

,# % 

The International Federation for  Documentation w i l l  hold i t s  14th Conference * % 

a t  Lady Margaret Hall, Oxfcrd University, from Septeniber 2 1  t o  26, 1938. The Canadian 2 
Government w i l l  be represented at the  Cbnference by a member of the  Canadian High 
Commissionerts offioe i n  LonQn, and i s  prepared t o  associate with t h i s  delegate any a, 

Canadian l ibrar ian of standing who may be in England during the period af the Con- 
ference and -who may wish t c ;  attend. Should any ac t ive  member of t he  Ed. L. I. find it 
possible t o  attend t h i s  Coxfereme, pleasa oomunioate inmediately wi th  the  Secretary, 
who w i l l  make t h e  neoessary arrangements with tho Canadian Under Secretary of State  
for  External M f a i r s  , 

1 


