
.f 
I 

--... .;.I R A R Y 

SEP 1 1969 
SMllt I . ; ,. ,." ,) ul I n:l:>lf-Y. ., f 

7 
.... 

I1ALl F CANADA 

bulletin
 

september 1969
 

volume 33, no. 3
 

,
 



LOOK FOR THIS 
MARK OF QUALITY 
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BINDING SPECIAUSTS 

QUALITY WORK TO MEET 

THE STANDARDS OF 

MARITIME LIBRARIESMEMBER OF A.P.E.C. 

FOR ALL YOUR 

SHELVING
 
REQUIREMENTS 

BEAUTIFUL HARDWOOD UNITS 

that you can convert anytime by 
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• Vertical Dividers 
• Magazine Display Shelve s 
• Paper-Back Book Shelves 
• Pull-Out Reference Shelves 
•	 New spaper Hanging Rack s 

All Shelves Instantly Adjustable 

For DETAILED INFORMATION write 

CANADIAN LIMITEDLUNDiA 
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•	 Fastest, most complete first shipm ent se rvice. 

•	 University Press books-biggest inventory. 

•	 liberal discounts based on li b ra ry requ irem ents.TOBERVE •	 Cataloging and processing, only 60¢ add iti ona l per book
Over 45,000 (soon to be 60 ,000) titl es for grades K-12. 
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titl es sel ection.YOU 
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New Books Preview Bulletin, a new publica tion, bri ngs libr arians pro
fessionall y prepared previews of outstanding new adul t and children 's 
books, and the opportu ni ty to order them at least a month beforeBEllER pub lication. 

~•• ~11 0 1 r,;\:1(~	 MTAB (Baker & Taylor's Automated Buying) is a newly-developed 
computerizedbook oraer ing system for librarie s, enabl ing librarians to 
automate any or all of a li brary's book orderrng operations. 

"a .,"" 
l :\'DF.[l \'t ' 

THE' BAKER & TAYLOR CO. Oldest and Largest Book Wholesaler in the U.S. 
Eastern Division Midwest" Southern Div. WesternDivision Interstate library Service Co. 
Somervi lle, N. J. 08876 Momence. II I. 60954 Reno, Nev. 89502 (A subsidiary) . 
50 Kirby Avenue Telephone: 815-472-2444 380 Edison Way Oklahoma City, Okla. 73118 
Telephone: 201-722-8000 Chicago Tel: 312· 346-4074 Telephone: 702·786·6700 4600 North Cooper 
N. Y. City Tel: 212-227-8470	 Telephoner 405-525-6561 
Book Inspection Centers: los Angeles. Calif. 90036, 5820 Wilshire Blvd.• Telephone: 213·938·2925 • Houston, Tex. 
77019, 1701 West Gray Street, Telephone: 713-524·6411 • Boston, Mass. (vicinit y), 372 Main Street, Watertown, 
Mass. 02172, Telephone: 617-924-7522 

sept , 1969 3 

j
 



CHRISTIE'S (CANADA) 
with 

MONTREAL BOOK AUCTIONS 
UEncan des Livres de Montn!al 

RARE BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS OF
 
CANADIAN & AMERICAN INTEREST
 

Including
 

An important collection of books
 
relating to the Arctic
 

The Duke of Richmond papers
 
being a complete manuscript record
 

of his Governorship of Canada, 1818-1819
 

Illustrated books, Atlases
 

Rare books and pamphlets relating to
 
Western Canada and the United States
 

Important Documents and Proclamations
 
relating to Louis Riel and the founding of Manitoba
 

Which will be sold at auction by 

CHRISTIE, MANSON & WOODS (CANADA) LTD. 
1. O. Chan ce , J . A . Floyd . The H on . Char le s All sopp, Neil Phillips. Q .C . 

with 

MONTREAL BOOK AUCTIONS LTD. 
Bernard Amtm ann, Mrs. L. Lerew , Arthur Gill, W. H oward Wert . Robert M orrow , Q .C . 

(a joint venture) 

at Th e Ritz Carlton Hot el, Sherbrooke St. West, Montreal, P.Q.
 
On Wednesday 24 September, 1969
 

at 10 a .m. & 2 p.m. precisely
 

Preview 

Tuesday 23 September Noon until 9 p.rn. 

Catalogues and Subscription Rates available
 
from the Offices of the Joint Venture
 

1529 Sherbrooke St. West, Montreal, P.Q.
 
Tel.: 514-932-0265, Cables : Chrismont, Montreal
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of library: publ ic , regional, school, college, 
university and special libraries in the 
Atlantic Provinces of Canada. 
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SOME COMMENTS ON THE MACDONALD 

REPORT (llAND THE PRESENT AND FUTURE 

ROLE OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF 

CANADA. 

E DI T O R'S NOTE: 
Wlwt follows is a talk g ive n by th e 

National Lib rarian to the Library Associ
at ion of Otuu ca in May , 1969. We are 
print ing it in th e Bulletin of th e At lant ic 
Provin ces Library Assocat ion because we 
feel Mr . Sylvestre's observations have a 
sign ificance for libraries across Canada. 
They focu s atte nt ion upon a report which 
should haoe far-reachin g repercussions 
for all Canad ian university and research 
libraries. Mo reooer , th ey und erscore th e 
chang ing mood wi thi n the N ational 
Libra ry . 

The National Library is clearly under
going profound changes in attitude and 
administration which ioill luioe an eq ually 
profound ef fec t on Canadian libraries. 
We have long needed effect-ive leadership 
in th e Canadian library profession. The 
skill and firmness the Na tional Library 
has shown, to date, in seek ing to assume 
this leadershi p augers w ell for us all. 

I am grateful to you for granting me 
th is opportunity to tell you some thing, not 
so much abou t th e ser vices the National 
Lib rary now provides for the public and 
with which you are famili ar ; but rather 
about some problems we still have to 
solve - some by ourselves, some other in 
active collaborati on with our colleagues 
as well as ab out some of our plans and pro
jects for th e foreseeab le future . 

When I accep ted your kind invitation, 
my int ention was to discuss with you, 
among oth er sub jects, clause 7 ( 2) of Bill 

Guy Sylvestre 

C-171, which is, as you know, the new 
Nati onal Lib rar y Act ; which cla use I 
understand, cau ses some concern in some 
govern ment lib rari es. I now find that it 
is no t possible for me to do so, for the 
simp le reason that this Bill is still before 
Pa rliament. It was pa ssed by the House of 
Com mons on Ma rch 31st last , but the 
Senat e has not d isposed of it ye t. Since I 
will be call ed to appear before a Senate 
co mrn ttee wthin the next few days, it 
wou lcl be improper for me to comment in 
publi c up on the implica tions of a bill still 
under acti ve conside ra tion on the Hill. 

What I finally decided to do th is evening 
is to comment on those sections in the 
Macdonald Rep ort which deal with the 
Na tiona l Library. This report is already 
recei ving much a tte n tion, as it should, and 
it will take its place, and an ob viousl y 
important one, among those work s of refer 
ence to whi ch those who have the responsi
b ility of planning library developments in 
Ca nada will tum in the next few years. 
We will henceforth refer to Macdonald, as 
we do to Wiliams, Simon, Bonn , Down s, 
etc. Th e Macdonald Report does not ex
am ine, how ever, the functions of libraries 
as such, but only inasmuch as they are sup 
porting research , which was the main object 
of this study, and only as far as the federal 
government is conce rned. Most of the Re
port deal s wth such institutions as the 
National Resea rch Council, the Canada 
Council and the Medical Research Council, 
bu t it examines a lso the role of the National 
Science Library and of the National Library 
of Canada and makes specific recornmenda
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tion s in respect of both. I wi sh to make it 
clear, once and for a ll, th at my comments 
here will be limited stric tly to those sections 
of th e Macdonald Report which deal 
specifica lly with th e present and future 
role of the Nation al L ib ra ry of Canada. It 
wo uld be q uite improper for me indeed 
to comme n t on behalf of any other govern
ment agenc y discussed in this Report; an d 
I a m no t competent to spea k on the matter. 

There is, however, a ma jor reason for 
m y comme nting without further delay on 
so me aspects of thi s Report : When on e 
considers the a ttention th at will be p aid to 
th is stud y ( w hic h wa s sp onsored by the 
Science Co uncil of C ana da a nd th e C anada 
Co unc il, which was conduc ted b y a team 
of scholars of hi gh rep uta tion, and which 
d rew upon the services of the Association 
of Uni versities and Co lleges of Canada, th e 
Ca na d ian Association of University T each
ers, th e Social Scien ces Research Cou ncil 
of Cana da and th e Hu manities Research 
Counc il of Canada ) I ca nnot let go un 
cha lle nged some rem arks about the Nation 
a l U nion Ca ta log ue , remarks wh ch I agree, 
a re not unfounded but a re so grossly exa g
gera ted that they amou nt to being a com 
pl et ely unfair and unju stif ed denigrati on 
of th at important nat ional service which 
has con trib u ted so mu ch to research in 
Ca nada in recent years. 

I ca nno t ei the r abstai n from p oint ing 
out th at, in th eir exa mi na tion of the p rob
lem s rai sed in th eir Report, the members 
o f the Study Croup have overlooked im
port ant aspects of th ese problems; and 
th at these could hav e been brought to th eir 
a tten tion, had they tak en the time and th e 
trou ble to inquire. For th e ben efit of th ose 
w ho ma y read and stud y the Macd onald 
Report , I wish to make it kn ow n that on ly 
one me mber of the Study Croup ca lled 
on me, and only once , on July :3rd , 1968 
( he wa s accompanied b y a consultant ) ; tha t 
he was then told , a t th e end of a long con
ve rsation, that I would be most happy to 
give him, or any of his colleagues, any 
information th ey may require in th e con
du ct of th eir stu d y; th at I nev er heard 
again from h im, nor from a ny othe r mcm-

bel' of the Study C ro up ; with the single 
exce p tion of a request for the number of 
ent ries, the number of cards and the nu m
ber of holdings und er John Milton, which 
we understood was to be a samp le with 
wh ich th e total prod uct would b e ap 
prai sed . 

Now, I know nothing abo ut th e way 
th e stud y was con d uc ted in other areas, 
and I have no inio rm aton concern ing what
e ver informants, if any, th e members of th e 
Study Croup may hav e had outside th e 
Na tio nal Library. It is obvious, however, 
th at th ey made wid e usc of pre vious stu di es 
in p r int. It is equa lly obvious th a t the y 
ma de no serio us effo rt to asce rtain wha t is 
th e p resent sta te of the Nat ional Li br a ry or 
its p resent policies in respect of those prob
lem s which are specifically di scu ssed in 
the ir Report. Mu ch more relevant in forma
tion could have bee n th eirs for th e askin g . 

Now, I am all th e more unhappy to have 
to take strong excep tion to some s ta te men ts 
in th e Hepo rt as I full y agree with mos t of 
its reco mmendat ions, w hic h are alread y the 
sta ted policy o f th e National Li bra ry ; 
an d as I re adil v admit that tho se w hich 
arc not yet a pa rt of ou r present policy are 
wo rth thinking over. T here is no serious 
disagreeme nt betwe en our views on th e 
ro le of the National Library and th ose ex
pressed in th e Macd on ald Ilep ort. It is 
un fortuna te , however, that in order to 
a rrive a t thei r co nclusions, the mem bers o f 
th e Study Group ha ve put sta tistics to a 
ve ry bad use, and hav e failed to exam ine 
and check all the relevant facts, which led 
them to indulge in disparaging remarks 
w hich, in my op inio n, a re not fully justified. 
We, in th e Nati on al L ibrary, are th e first 
to recogn ize th e sho rtcomings of some of 
our present serv ices, and we are makin g 
every e ffo rt to imp rove them. I fail to see 
wha t ben efi t one may expect from depic t
ing th em as m uc h worse th an th ey actuall y 
are. 

Now, I reali ze fu ll well , Madam Chair
man , th at th is is not mu ch of an a fte r
dinner speech. an d I am afra id th a t i t ma y 
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I 

be somewhat len gthy for the occasion. 
I hope that you will forgive me the lib erty 
I am tak ing of forcing such grave remarks 
upon you at the end of a long day; my 
onl y excuse is the importance of the 
Macdo nald Report an d the necessity in 
which I find myself of avoid ing the kind 
of over-simplification one reg rets to find 
here and there in a study of such conse
qu ence. 

I welcome the fact that the Macdonald 
Report stresses that "a ll signi fica nt research 
is in some measur e dep endent upon libr ar y 
resources". and adds that "for the humanist 
and social scientist, his dep endence upon 
lib rary resources is virtually continuous". 
Th e Report then refers to previous surveys 
an d notes that "all of them emphas ize the 
inad equacy of Canadian library resources 
and services". The Willi ams Report, how
ever, mark ed a turning poi nt in the develop
ment of university librari es and, as we all 
know, their book collec tions doubled in five 
years. Th e Downs Rep ort conside red re
sea rch collec tions to be still inad equat e in 
virtually all fields , however, an d, last yea r, 
in its bri ef to the Sena te Com mitte on 
Science Policy, the Canada Council re
marked that "the present sta te of our uni
versity library collec tions. . . is the fun
dam ental an d most dramati c shortcoming 
of Ca nadian resear ch institut ions". 

I also welcome the fact that the Macdon
aId Report recalls that all p revious surveys 
"see the situa tion as having a na tional, as 
well as pro vincial and local aspec ts, and 
they a ll . . . identify a Fed eral Go vern 
ment respon sibility"; that they all stress 
the need for the National Library to give 
lead ership in library matters. Th e earlier 
reports recommended, and the more recent 
ones welcomed the establishm ent of the 
Nati onal Union Catalogue which , with the 
national bibliography, is the most important 
se rvice provided by the Nati onal Library. 
Wi lliams was, of course, over -optimistic 
whe n he said , in 1962, that the Nat ional 
Union Ca ta logue was "no w nearl y com
plet e", The MacDonald Report is, in my 
op inion, equally wrong in its pessimistic 
appraisa l of wha t is dispargingly referred 
to as a "so-called union cata logue" whi ch , 

it is suggested, could more accurately be 
ca lled a "Na tional Selecti ve Locations 
Search ing Service". I said before, and 
rep eat that we are aware of the short 
comings of that catalogue and that we are 
takin g steps in orde r to consolida te and 
fully edi t more entries with a view to even
tually au tomating its operations. Thi s need 
was recognized by Treasury Board which 
approved my requ est for more staff for the 
Na tional Un ion Ca ta logue , ag reed to a 
local thaw there, and au thorize d to increase 
its sta ff from 29 to 37, effec tive April I st, 
1969. In view of the magn itude of the 
problems involved, a sepa rate feasib ility 
study of the automation potenti al in the 
National Union Catalogue is conduc ted 
alon g with the general automation study 
now underway in the National Lib rary. 
There is no doubt in our minds that this 
catalogue should be machine-read abl e and 
we are not surprised to hea r the Mac
don ald Report so recomm end, for this is 
now a self-evident truth . 

W hat is rather a nnoying here, however , 
is the fact that the Study Group arrived a t 
suc h a conclusion by making what I con
sider to be a bad use of the wrong sta tis
tics. Th ey wr ite that the "limited coverag e 
of the Nat ional Union Catalo gue continues 
to shri nk", and they ba se themselves on a 
compa rison between the growth of the 
Na tional Union Ca ta logue and that of the 
holdings of Ca nadia n librari es as repor ted 
in the D .B.S. Su rvey of Libraries. This 
sur vey, as you know, cove rs public libra ries, 
librar ies in universit ies, colleges and other 
post-secondary educational institutions and 
in centralized schools, as well as govern 
ment and special libraries; all told , some 
4,300 libr ari es with collective holdings of 
some 46,000,000 volumes in 1965. Based 
on such compa risons, it is obvious that the 
de cline in coverage of the National Union 
Cat alogue is now more rapid than befor e 
and that , as time goes, it will include an 
increasingly sma ller percentage of the total 
holdi ngs of Canadian libraries. BUT THAT 
IS NO T THE PROBLEM. Any national 
union ca talogue anywhere in the world 
covers a gra dua lly decreasing porti on of 
the total lib rary holdings of the country. 
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And this is as it should be. The la rge r th e 
number of libraries, th e larger the dupli 
ca tio n of volumes which need not b e re 
ported to a national union catalogue. The 
co st of having all libra ries report to any 
national union cat alo gu e would be stagge r
in g : such an operation would be unman
ageable, and indeed usel ess, Now, the com
pariso n as made in the Macdonald Report 
is e ven m or e misleadin g inasmuch as th e 
number of volumes reported by D.B.S. in 
cludes serial s, periodicals and gove rnm en t 
docu ments which, in a great man y libraries, 
are no t catal ogued and not reported to th e 
National U nion C at alo gu e, which make th e 
compa rison e ven less m ea ningful th an 
could ap p ea r at first sig ht to th e layman . 
Holdings of periodicals in the h umanities 
and th e soc ia l scien ces cu rren tly rec ei ved 
by 17D lib raries are repo rt ed in the two
volume Union List of Periodicals w ith 
which librarian s a re famili ar b ut which is 
not m ention ed in th e M ucdonal t] Il cport 
althought it represents mill ions of vo lum es 
included in th e D .B.S. Su rvey. 

F un herrno re, th e M acdonald Report 
says: "So me libraries ca rry out th eir com 
mitments faithfull y, while o the rs - incl ud 
ing som e of the m ost important - report 
pitifully when th ey report a t all. " Well, 
Madam Ch airman , this is simp ly no t true. 
We do check their reporting periodically, 
and a ll important lib raries hut on e do re
port th e ir access ions to th e N ational Union 
Catalogue. T hose who do not are small 
sp ec ial libra ries, th e holdings of which re
present a ve ry small p ercentage of th e total 
file s. 

I sub mit that th e best wav to eva lua te 
the usefulness of th e National Union Cata
logue is not to relate its co verage to th e 
total library holdings of th e co un try , but to 
asses s its efficiency in locating titl es and in 
communicating these locations to inquirers. 
In other words, the service provid ed b y 
the N ational Union Cata logue should be 
judged by th e quality of it s performance : 
but th ere is not a word in th e Macdonald 
Report about the na ture and the exte n t of 
the service now provided by the N ational 

Library through its union catalogue for 
researchers from coast to CO,1St. And I am 
sa tisfied that, in sp ite of its d ef iciencies, the 
N ational Un ion Cata logue do es render in
val uable se rvices to resea rch worke rs. Its 
co ve rage is much g rea te r th an th e Mac
don ald Heport has it, and it incl ud es a ll 
universities lib raries, all legislative lib
raries, a ll federal departmental libraries in 
Otta wa an d most of th eir branches e lse 
wh ere (some 65 in all ) ; twenty-five large 
public libraries, a nd some sixty spec ia l lib
ra ri es . The number of reporting libraries in
creased from 203 to 306 in th e past six 
yours. and t he ir da ily input is now ap p roxi
inutclv ·L.')OO cards. In th ( ~ la st: fisca l vear, 
1.072 ,\72 card s W CI'( ' added to th e Natioual 

lilia n Ca ta logue, which h rou aht the ~lltal , 

as of March ;_:ls t las t, to some 10.000,000 
ca rds representin g mo re than 14,000,000 
vol u mes. In oth.:I' wo rd s, th e Nation al 
U nio n Ca ta logue a lmo st do ubl ed since 
1963, and it is expected tha t it will double 
agai n within the next fiv e yea rs. Now, it 
would obviously be d esirable to include 
more libra ries in the Ca ta logue, and we 
do acid some every vca r: but th is must b e 
do ne £; ra d ua llv in 'Ol:c1 e r to prev ent it fr om 
g ro w ing ou t of co n trol. 

W ell , w ha t happen ed to se r vice during 
th ese la st six yea rs? Did i t d eteriora te , as 
on e would gather from theivlacdona ld 
Hcportr' Statistics prove th at, on th e co n
trary, th e percentag e of ti tles located re
mains pract ically th e same, whilst the num
bcr o f location req uests has incr eased horn 
23, 149 in 1963-64 to IH,373 in 1968-69, 
that is fr om 100 a da y to 37.3 a day 
(2 ) ; and the se rvice is indeed in 
crea singly exped itious than ks to th e ex
ten sion of the Telex network from 2 lib
rari es in 1964 to GO now. Las t year, 48 p er 
cen t of a II re q uest s we re recei ved and 
answere d h ~' Telex, and excep t fo r a sm all 
percen tage of especia 11 y di fficult qu estions, 
a ll were answe red within 24 hours. It is 
not unusu al for us to recei ve such mess
ages as this one which came from McGill 
last F ri da y : "Your sea rch ing service is 
po sit ivel y s ta gger ing. I am constan tly ov er
whe lm ed b y your speed and efficiency. 
Many thanks for such prompt rep lies." As 
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you all know, whe-n a ti tle is not locat ed in 
th e ~ a tion al U nion C ata logue her e, we con
tact th e Na tiona l U nion Ca ta log ue in W ash
ing ton via T\"i X and it is inter estn g to not e 
that of th e 1,3.65 locati on requests sen t to 
W ashi ngton last year, 80 percent were 
located in America n libra ries, which is the 
sa me pe rcent age as th at of successful 
se-arc hes in Ca nada. Incid entall y, the Na 
tio na l U nion Catalo gue at th e L ibrary of 
Cong ress cove rs 950 lib raries as compa red 
to :306 in Ottawa; and since a great man y of 
th ese 950 an' Canadia n libra ries, the co ver
a~(' of th e ~a t iona l L"n ion C a ta log ue in 
O tta wa is, relativel y speak ing, mu ch g rea ter 
tha n th at in Washington. As a matter of 
fa ct . w« do locate a g rea t many tit les in 
C anad ian libraries at th e request of Ame ri
can lib rari es wh en no loca tion was found 
in th e Na tiona l Un ion Ca talogue in W ash
ington . 

I hop e th at I ha ve sa id e nough to demon
str.itc th at our National Union C atal ogue, 
which is stil l incomplet e and im perfect, 
docs pr o vide a use ful a nd eff icient service 
a nd Facilitates a nd expe d ites research in a ll 
p ar ts of C ana da. A g rea t deal of wor k re
main s to be done before we can p roceed 
with plan s to have it au toma ted or p r inted, 
and we ca nnot he bu t happy to see th at the 
Ma cd on al d Repo rt recom mends suc h pr o
g ram mes; we wou kl ha vc been happier if 
it had recogni zed it s present merits a long 
with so me of its weaknesses. 

There are other recom mends tions in the 
Macd onal d Rep ort wh ich would call for de
tail ed co mments, hut it is not possibl e to do 
so here : I ha ve a lready been lon g enoug h. 
However , let me add thi s mu ch abou t two 
or three other important questions raised 
in th e Heport. 

Firstl y, we all hop e tha t th e in trodu ction 
o f machine-readable ca ta logues w ill bring 
more uniformity in ca talogu ing p racti ces , 
but if on e judges by pas t exp eri ence, uni
formit y of catalogu ing rules is no t for to
mo rrow, Many think th at is is u to pian to 
ev en a ttem pt to do someth ing abo ut it. Be 
that as it ma y, we must a im a t th e la rgest 
measu re of unifo rm ity po ssible, and com 
patibilit y o f systems is one of th e problems 

we ha ve under ac tive stud y, and a t tW0 
levels : ( a) b y the stud y team , now con
sist ing of three lib rarian s and two systems 
an a lysts, w hich is cu rren tly reviewing ow' 
polic ies, procedures an d practices with a 
view to designing in the Nation al Library 
an in tegra ted inform ation syste m ; and (b ) 
by the recently-establi shed AUeC Com
mit tee on th e coo rd ina t io n of lib ra ry sys
tem s and collections, on w hich bo th th e 
Nat ional Science Lib rary and th e Na tiona l 
L ib rar y are rep resented. It woi.ld be un
wi se , I am afraid , to predicat e th e au to
mation o f the Na tion a l Union Ca ta logue 
upon the highly hypotheti cal development 
a nd a pp lica tion of uniform rul es in mo st 
lib ra ries, and we will move ahead, regard
less of the degree of uniformity ach ieved . 
I t wou ld appea r also that th e Macdonald 
Report fa iled to see th e in terna tiona l 
dimen sion s of th e p roblem ; any ef fort we 
ma y make towards ac h iev ing in Canada a 
la rge r measure of u niformity in ca ta loguing 
would be affected , and in no small measure, 
by the degre e of co mpatib ili ty that will be 
achiev ed eventua lly a mo ng nat ion al biblio
gra p hies a nd o ther foreign ca talog ues sto r
ed in d igi tal Form in a central data ba nk. I 
am a wa re of th e ma gn itude and complexity 
of th e problems in volved. I recognize that 
th e reco mmenda tions of th e au tho rs of th e 
"raedon ald Repo rt a re sound; I m ust ad mit, 
howe ver, that I am less op t imistic than th ey 
appea r to be a bou t th e feasibil ity of th e 
ideal p lan th ey prop ose. 

Second ly, and fina lly, I wi sh to say a 
word abou t their recommen da tions con
ce rn ing ou r ac q uisitions pol icy. I am 
pleased to b e ab le to say th at, excep t for 
one reservation which I w ill mak e in a 
moment, I am in full agreement with their 
sugges t ions. They say that th e National 
Libra ry shou ld Iormula te its collecting re
spons ib ilities "in th e co ntext of the nation
wi de svstem of research lib ra ries recom
mend ed above and after consultation with 
the other partic ipants". W ell , thi s is pre
cise ly what we ha ve undertaken to do. T he 
O ffice of Library Resources is cond ucting a 
su rvey of research co llec tions so that we 
may a ll kn ow whe re we could sta rt from 
shou ld we decide jointl y to develop a 
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national coopera tive plan for th e coo rd i
natio n of collect in g ac tivities. The feas i
bility of such a plan is one of the ma jor 
tasks of the AVC C Committe to which I 
referred ea rlier. A requisite of any su ch 
plan, if it is to be succes fu l a t all , is a 
parallel rationaliza tion of hi gher studies 
and rese-a rch in Ca na d a , an d 1 susp ect tha t 
it w ill 1)(' muc h more difficult to reach any 
kind of a n agreemen t in resp ect o f th e la t
te r tha n for th e fo rme r. An exp lici t a nd 
comple te acq u isi tio ns pol icy for th e N a tion
al Library presupp oses that other lib raries 
would ag ree as to w ha t it is that they wi sh 
us to do for th em . Th is, we are tryi ng to 
find a l it. In th e mea ntime . we a n' making 
ev ery c ffort to im pro ve ou r co llec tio n of 
C nn adi a nu, as wel l as of suc h obvions 
c lasse -s as bib liographies and o ther works 
o f referen ce and more selectivclv la ru e 
se ts not held in C a nad a . ' ' b 

The on e recommendat ion concern ing 
acq u isitions in the Macdo na ld Re port 
w hich, in m y opin ion , sho uld not 1)(' accep t
ed without qual ifi ca tion is th e follow ing : 
"The National Library not develop a re
search :':n acity fo r local conven ien ce which 
is no t re q uire d for the national syst em ." 
This a p pears to be a perfectly val id p r inci 
pl e a t f irst sigh t, b ut fo r th e fad th a t thr
Na tional Libra ry Act p rovid es th at "th e 
N a tional Libra rian shall gc nera lly manage 
and di rect th e Libra ry in such a ma nner 
th at the facilities o f th e Lib ra ry may be 
made a va ila b le to th e Governmen t and 
p eopl e of C a nada". This is a provision 
wh ich ca nno t h e ignored and if the acq uisi
tions p oli cy of th e N ation al Library should 
sup p lement th e a cq u isi tion p rograms of 
research libra ries ac ross C anad a , it should 

e( tua lly su pplemen t th ose of th e o ther 
go vern me nt lib ra ries in Otta wa so as to 
IIIa h~ ava ilable to govc l1lmen t execu tives 
and researche- rs p ublication s not held by 
d cp.i rt rn en tul lib ra ries, esp ec ia lly in su ch 
fields as econom ics, law, pol it ical sc ience, 
co rumunioa t ion x, de. The need for a better 
coo rd ination of lib ra rie« - ho th as rega rds 
coll ections and services - is 110 less real a t 
th e goven lllll' n t level th an it is on a na tion 
a l b asis ; a nd I ,1111 just as anx ious to fi lld 
ou t how best vvr: cou ld assis t o ther govern 
me-r i t libra ric's as r am to h e told more 
«ka rl v and in m o re concre-te terms, b v o u i 
('olIr-a~f2;ues of o th er Iibruric -x. what ' tlw) 
expect of us. 

T hc-sr a rc al l m ulti -leve l p ro b le-ms to 
which mu lt il r-vc-! so lu tio ns shou ld b e Io uu d. 
\\'e mu st noo l ou r re-so u rcx-s. bet te r coo rcli
n .rlc- our p rog ra II lInc's a nd work more co
ope ra t ivcIv than e-ve- r before to p rovide bel 
tc-r .';('n iCl's to our fell ow-Canad ia ns . I a m 
confident than we sha ll not Fail. 

:\ la st word , Mud.un , about t ill' d fieie JI('\' 
and usef ulness of t he- Nat iona l Lib rarv of 
Canada . So me: time ago, we- recciVl:d a 
Fra n tic tel. -phonc call from Malton Ai JIXJ rt. 
A flight, From Thailand had deposited a 
T hai e lep han t on Mal ton. and it s fina l 
dest ina tio n was th e T.a kc la nd Hel!;iona l 
Pa rk. "W he re- in h ell is th e Park');', ou r 
e-mpl oye-e W ,I S asked . "vVc ha ve to ge t the 
th in g ou t of he re!" Obviousl y, we tol l! our 
inqu ire r, and he was happy, Well , I too 
had an e le phant d eposited wi th me last 
veur, a nd T have- no in te ntion to se nd it to 
L \kl'l and Hegion aI Park . It m ay not llf' a 
ve ry l1ig elephant . but it w ill grow b igger. 
W o will need a larger crew to look after 
him . T hose w ho w ill joi n us wil l, I hope , 
e njoy the rid e as we do. 

FOOTNOTES 
( 1 ) Th e Role of th e Federal Gove rn ment ill Su pport of Resea rch ill COllodion 

Universities, Sp ecial Stud y No. 7 p rep a red for T he Sc ience Cou ncil o f Ca na da an d The 
C anad ian C ou ncil, Ottawa , The Queen's Printer, 1969 ; :361 p. 

( 2) Loca tion Titles Loca tions Telex 
requ ests located -: 'j pe r da y net work 

196:3-64 23.149 1o,001 (7Wl) 100 
1964-65 29,79:3 2'3,70:3 ( 77%) 12.'5 2 
1965-66 .'39,062 :31,246 ( 807 ) J60 18 
1966-67 49 ,056 39 ,:383 (80 ~{ ) 205 40 
1967-6 1) 57, 633 4.'5 ,796 (79'1,) 240 ,50 
1968-69 81,37:3 64 ,187 (807 ) 37.'3 60 
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PROGRESSION OU REGRESSION
 

Prof' osseur au SlateLTnivcrsity College, 
G eneseo, New York, ~~alph Black a 
humoristiquemcnt emis I'opinion suivante 
discutable Quant au pcrsonriage choisi 
mais indiscu table q uan t a I'idee de re
nou vellemen t exprimec: 

'Tai t.oujours pcnse que Fannv Hill 
ferait le bihliothecairo ideal. Elle con
riaissait certainement ses aptitudes, elle 
avait a coeur l'interet de ses clients et 
etait reellemont a.nxicuse d 'cssavcr de 
nouvelles methodes.' 1 • 

Essayor de nou vclles methodes, user de 
nouveaux movcns dact ion, se renou veler, 
en un mot evoluor : voila ce qu' on rcticnt, 
voila ce qui fait ref'lechir. 

Les bibliotheq ues publiq uos dont lit 
population n'r-st surement pas «ncore sur
satureo evoluent-clles, progressent-elles? 
Reussissent-elles a appor ter reellernent la 
culture a la masse? Hcmplissent-elles 
leur role qui no s'assimilo pas uniquement 
a la diffusion de la culture livresque? Le 
role d'une bibliothequo est certes plus 
noble: c'est d.e diffuser et de transmettre 
la culture sous toutes ses formes, c'est de 
developper Je sens artistique, litteraire et 
memo scientifique (cultureJ) et de favoriser 
la creation ou la production ar tistiq ue, 
litteraire et meme scientifique (culturelle) 
des membres de la comrnunaute. 

Y contribuent-elles? J'ai plutot I'im
pression que non, parce que des fantOmes 
medievaux hantent toujours Ies mezzan
ines des bilbiotheques et que trop de 
bibliothecaires ne sont que des reincarn
ations d'esprit medieval. La meternpsy
chose fait des siennes! 

Apportons-nous Ia culture sur un pla
teau dor a Ia population? Ne lui ap
portons-nous au contraire que des figues 

Claude Potvin 

de qualite dou tcuso dans un sac de jute? 
Sommes-nous au diapason de s techniques 
modernes de diffusion de Ia culture? 
Sornmcs-nous rend us a I'age de la cyborne
tiquo, a l'age dc la nouvelle technologie? 

Un bon norribrc de bibliot.heques pub
liq ues, pour no pas dire toutcs , me sem
blcnt dans uno periods de stagnation 
gra \'12, done clans uno periode de recul. 
II y a surerncnt ell'S exceptions et c'est 
heurcux' Ellr,s «onfirment cependant 
I'et.at present. Co que I'on offre actuelle
merit est trop peu ct ce que ron offrira 
domain sera pcu t-etre trop tard. II est 
temps daocelerer, cle trouvcr lcs budgets 
appro pries ot surtout d'user des techniques 
modernes de diffusion de la eu lt ur e qui 
sont a la portee de notre main e t dont on 
parle si pou dans nos fameuses eccles de 
bibliot.hecaires. 

Stagnafion. ai-je ecrit plus haut, Stag
nation, parce que Ie livre est devenu un 
dicu indelogcable, parco qu'on ne jure que 
par et pour l'irnprime, que par et pour le 
Jivre ; stagnation parce q u' on sacraliso la 
culture livresq uc. 

Mel.uha.n, Ie sociologue canadien si 
universellemen t conteste de nos jours, 
prevoi t Ia dispari tion irremediable de 
l'imprime sous la forme connue actuelle
ment dans un avenir rapproche. • 

"Los journaux et les livres faits en serie 
sont choses du passe. Bien tot, comme 
avant Gutenberg, ils seront faits sur com
mandc, et traiterorit uniquement des 
choses qui nous interessen t." 2 

McLuhan irait plus loin et affirmerait 
que Ie livre va dispara itre.! 
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Point nest boso in dariherer a cette 
pensee , a cc t to v isio n d u futur; it demeure 
nearn oins q ue cet enonce emeu t; il cs t 
quasi-assure que l'im prime nc di sp ara.itra 
pas avec I'usage p lus g-rand des ord inateurs 
tout comme le sep tiernc art ri'cst pas 
disp aru avec la venue de la telev is io n. 
Pour tant, los glas c1u cinema commercial 
ava ien! ete so nnes , les Iunerailles a .vaiont 
ete a n noncecs ' Les glas avaicn t et e son
nes pre rna turement ! 

Le cinema ri'etait mems p as a I'agonie! 
II n 'es t sor ti que plu s fort do la ve n ue de 
la te levision. La te levi sion n 'e tai t done 
pas cancerigene. On prevoyait memo un 
usage plus reduit du livre ; ct pour tarit , 
ron sait q ue le livre so rencontro clans plus 
en p lus d e mains. L 'eloctrouiqu e no se ra 
su rernen t pas non plus lc cancer do rim
prime. E lle continuora a p er me ttre un 
usage plus rapids. p lus p re cis et plus 
moderns de I'Im pri rne. 

Le livre pourra tout au plus changer 
quant a la presentation , U n peu cornme 
les bandes m ag netophoniques re m place n t 
de p lus en plus les micr osillo ns tradition
n els . La musique existc pourtant tou
j ours . 

Le livr e tel que connu aetu ellement ne 
changera ce pe ndant pas ava nt plusio ur s 
annees, car il y a toute uno econo mic qui 
se greffe au t e ur du li vr e p r od ui t on seri e, 
economic qu'on ne ehambard e pas du 
jour au le ndem a in. Mais advcnant ou 
non la di sp ar ition du livre , de I'irnpri rne, 
que se dessine-t-il a I'h ori zon pour les 
bibliotbeques pubJiq ues si no us n' uso ns 
q ue d es livres comme moyen d e diffu sion 
de culture? 

SerollS-lloUS fo rces de ferme r les port !':" 
et de lai sser le s crapauds e t v el'S de ta u t os 
sor tes se r epr od uir e en to u te tranquilite 
et q uietude dans u n la by r in th e de toiles 
d ' a r aignee? 

S Gr : ~men t pas, si nous pensons des m ain
tenanl a depasser les cadres c1u livre co m
me moy en de diff usion de la c ult un '. si 
nous rendons les bibliotheques aussi at
tirantes e t ce lebres pour taus e t chacun 

que les maisons clo ses cl 'Hambourz p our 
les erotoma nes , s i no us nous de lion s des 
concepts conserva teurs , poussiercu x, mor
tu aires ou bo ueux rel ies au role, de la bi 
bliothequc, s i nous boulcv er sons lIOS a t ti 
tu des, si nous decidons de ne plus por ter 
la me rne vieil le crava tc , 18, m em o vieille 
valise, la me rne vi cille coruct.te , si n ous 
troq uo ns la sou ta ne pou r Ie co l ro ina in, 
en appor t.an t un changcrncnt plus que 
dem ons tr atif' , si no us muons com ple te
men t, s i nous frottons nos boi s cont re 
l' a r bre : en un mot. si no us usons d ps tech
n iqu es m odernes d e eornmun icat io» . 

La realite sem ble aussi nou s off'ruver . 
nous pcrd rc. Los g-ons SOil t de plus' en 
pl us attires par le ncuf', par cc Cj ui es t 
dans l' vcn t l Offronslcur d u lIOUr, non pas 
clu rechauffe! Offrons-Icu r ce qui es t claus 
l' von t! L eu r off ron s-nous pal' exe rn ple la 
possibili te de de cou nil' I' art p svc hede
Iiqu e? 

Los mazasins du co in ou I' on vcnrlai t 
a utrefo is Ic sucre c t le sc i a la dcmi-li vr e 
son t d is pa r us ct an t fa it pl ace a des 
centres dacha t a t t rav ants ou 1'on tro uve 
un o panopli e d' a r t ic les so us lc memc' to it: 
leg umes, te levisio ns, pi lulcs anticoncop
tionnellc s , hornard . etc. On a compris 
quil f'a lla it pr ogrossor ' Pourq u oi a lor s 
uo pas offr ir a ux usagors do la bibiiot hequ s 
tou t sous lc memo toit? U n kaleidosc op e 
de m oyens s' offront a no us : film s, li n es, 
ba nrles m agnet ophoniquos. sall es de tele 
vi sion, ga leries d 'art , musiq u« , a toliors de 
travai l, etc , Pourquoi n o pas met. arnor 
phoseI' no s b ib lio theq ues en spacieus es 
maiso ns dl' c ult-ure dont la France ]w u t a 
juste titre s 'enorg ue illir '? l' ourquoi pas ? 

LE VISUEL 

Tou t ec qui favorise la culture p ar k 
sons de la, v ision dc vrait avoir line pl ace 
de p remier cho ix dans nos bibliothelllles: 
cinema, television , peintures, e tc . 

Le film ai de sCl rcm en t a transmettre Ie 
message de la culture. L e cinema est 
evidemrnen t un me d ium d'info rmat ion e t 
de culture qu i fasc ine be a ueoup d e c ito
yens: des j eu nes, des ci toy ens ages, des 
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groupes q ue l'on pou rrait at tirer a In b i
bliot.hequ e en usa n l de ce medium. 

Budget trop mince! Impossibl e! Oh, 
budget! que dabson te ismes en ton nom! 
C om me lu SC I'S sou ve nt de IJ re te xt e!:::iait
on ce pe nda nt qui l nest pas necossai re de 
di sposer d ' un gros b udge t ? Sal t-on 
q u' ev en t uellement I'O'N F pourrai t preter 
gra tuitern en t u n pr ojec teur et que tou
jours ee t organisme prete des f ilm s soit 
pour une som mc modique, soit g rat.u ite
m en t.? L'on pou rrait au mo ins user de ce 
q ue notre en tourage nous offre. Pourquoi 
merne ne pas ach e tel' moins de livres pour 
co ns ac re r u ne cert a ine por t io n du budget 
au fi lm? Les f r u it s on vaudraien t sure 
ment la cha ndelle! 

N ous n 'avons pas d e sa lles pre vucs a 
l' usa ge d u film? Pretex te car il .Y a po ssi
bi lite de tr ou ver des heureux comprornis . 
Pourquoi ne p as invi ter par exem ple les 
enfa n ts a vis ionner d es fi lms do cumen 
ta ires ou d iver t.issan ts, Ie sa rned i malin , 
mern e au r isque de fermer momcntane
m erit l' acces aux r ayons? 

Ce qu i com p te , cost la. cu lt ure, phenorn
e ne vivant, s' i l en es t un , U n film sur les 
h abi tudes de v ie d u cas tor permet tra it 
beaucoup plus rapidemen t a l' enfan t de 
mi eux co nna i t re co t a n imal; memo un 
film approprie sur l'edueation sexuell e lui 
a ppre nd ra it pl us rapidement les ch oses 
d e la v ie. Ces jeu nes pourraient s 'asseoir 
par terre, i ls ny verraient a ucun incon
venient e t mieux, ils preferent pouvoir 
s'etendre sur le plan ch er que d e s' asseoir 
disciplinernent su r une chaise incontort
able . Pourq uoi n e pas inv it er les cito
y en s ages a vision ner de s films? 11 y 
aurait sflrernen t un ou des organismcs 
benevoles qui pre ter ai erit avec joie d es 
c ha ises . 

Le rayonnement d ' une bib liotheque 
regionale serait se nsib le me n t beauco up 
p lu s grand si l' o n apportait des fi lm s aux 
gens des zones rurales e t si Ie bibliobus 
pouvait ev entuellern ent S8 metamorphoser 
e n cineb us. 

14 

Les di a po sit ivss dcvraient trou ver de 
merne u nc place de premier choix. CI':; 
proj ec teurs no son t pas t.cll emen t disp en
dieux . La cornm u nau te appreciora it 
su rerne n t une soiree au co ur s de laq uelle 
on proj e tcrai t des d iapositives sur les 
merveilles hindoues ou les beautes d e 
F loren ce. En use-t-on? 

Faisan t au ssi partie d e ce tte cncyclo
pedie v isuello , il y a la televis ion, Prevoi t
on une sa lle de te lev ision pour les ge ns? 
Non, sfirc mc nt pas. La television es t 
I'ennernie du livre ! 

• 
Pourtant. cer ta ines enquetes ont demon

t re que les gen s lisen t p lus depuis l'a ve ne
m eri t do la te levision parce que leur c ur io
s ite es t plus grande et leurs hor izon s p lus 
larges. La television n 'aurait-el le pas 
alors sa pla ce? 

.Je ne dou te nullemen t que les j eu ne s 
aimcraicn t e tre invites a regarder un e 
emission de te lev ision a la su i te de laq uell e 
s'am orce rait un e di scussion. I1s pour
raient etro c nsu ite invites aem pr unter d es 
livres qu'on aurait exposes a leur in te n
tion , 

Pourquoi mern e ne pas songer a un 
svs terne de television a circ uit-Ier rne? 
E t ou i! Cet amas de bandes magneto
scopiq ues de grande valeur qui dormen t 
dans les " rn ag netoscotheques" doit-il de
meurer e ternellernent la ? Si les biblio
theques e ta ien t po urvue s de te levision a 
circu it f'errne, elles pourraient em pr un ter 
ces bandes de postes de television qui ac
cepteraien t sfiremen t d e co llaborer et d e 
les pretcr . Comme il sera it agrea ble 
d'i nv iter la population a vision ner un e 
piec e de theatre de grande valeur qu'on 
aurait dej a eu l'occasi on de vo ir sur Ie 
petit ecran. Les profi ts cu lturels en 
sera ien t sure me nt grands. Les depenses 
encourues vaudraien t sa ns eq uivoq ue les 
fr uits q u 'on obtiendrait, Un tel sys terne 
permettrait a uss i de filmer cer ta ins eve
nemen ts locaux qui pourraien t etre j uge s 
de valeu r h istoriq ue ou cultu re lle. 

Pourrai t s 'ajo u tel' une gal erie d 'a r t 
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d on t o n peu t fa c ilemen t. co nco voi r la 
pres ence vu que la vi s ion d e poin turcs . 
s c u lp tures , photog raph ir s, e tc . dev eloppc 
le sons ar tistique. 

Afin d e fa vor iser la crea t io n a rt.istique . 
le s bibl iothe ques pourraient m em o prevoir 
un atelie r d e travail pour les artistes et 
ache ter q uel q u es-u nos de leurs oeuvres 
a u lieu dcxposer d es phot ogra phios 
dhornrues ou de femmes pol it iq uos ! 

Pourrai t corn plemen tcr la collection drs 
li n es d 'ar t une serie d e r eprod uc t ions d e 
p ein turos a fins dexposit.io ns it inerantos 
da ns la cornmu nau te r t de pret a d es par
ticulio:s. 

Brcf', lou t co qu i frapp e In ret i nr- (]r 
l' oeil d cvr ai t a voir unc place d e premier 
cho ix d ans Irs bibIiot heq ues publiq uos. 
M a lh eureuscmcnr, co u'os t pa s lc ens . 
11 fau t espercr q ue Irs bibliot hequcs 
Iu t.u res prevoien t ce la e t q uc l' on pui ssc 
t ro u ver des com p ro rni s da ns Ir s b iblio 
t heq ues presen tes. S i l'on v eut. l' o n pou t! 
On n e se m ble p as co ns ta ter que ro n vi t 
d ans une c iv ilisa t.io n de lirnagc. 

L'AUDIO 
F avoriser la culture par la vuo ncst 

pas tout, il y a u n a u tre so ns qu'il no Iaut 
p as oubiier ; il s 'agit de l'ouie . 

Et d an s ce domaino commc da ns lc 
preced ent, tou t, es t pot en t.ie l o u ombryou
nan·c. 

Quell e p art acco l'(lons- no lls a la 
musi que? 

Unc trop m aigrc part .l1lalhelll' eusc!Tl rnt 
puisqu'on la cons iderc allss i C'o rn me un r 
r iv al e se rie us e du livre , une mau \'aise 
co m p ag n '3 qui p eu t lran srnet trr d r s mi
c ro bes a u liv re ! 

N ou s m a nq u ons lIlle a u tr r foi s Ie 
batea u en r efleeh iss l1 n t a ins i, No us n e 
so m mE'S a lors q u e d es m a niaq ues d e la 
cultur(' livrE'squr , nous ne som mcs a lo rs 
que d r s depos i ta ires du linr, 1l0US II C 

so rn nH'S p as difi'u selll' s d e Ia. cult ur e , 

Et pou r rant In mu sique po urrait, elle 
au ssi, a t t irer cor ta incs pcrsonnos melo
maries ou non qui a u tremon t e \' it rrni en l 
In. bibl iot heq uc . 

T n t ournc-d isquo, Ull mag net o pho ne 
ne son l. toutcf'ois pas di spcndioux . Los 
microsillo ns, los ba ndes magnetophon iq uos 
eq uiva len t au prix dun line rol ie. :\P 
pou rra it- on pa s t iro r la co uvert urc bud
get airr de leu r ('ote? 

Ell p ins d e po rmc t t ro la diffusio n d o la 
musi quc, r es up parc ils pormct tr-nt uno 
pan opli c da u t ros fin s c ult urollos . tols q ue 
p ieces d e t heatr«, con tos pour enf'an ts bi en 
racontes, c u t r r- vuos a\"r (' dE'S li t t eratcurs 
df' grande val eu r, d es cours do lnntru o. etc , 

La musiq uc cxerce de s pou voirs m agi 
q ue s S Ul' I' hommc . r ile es t un 1Il 0y('1l 

inde ui ab lc daff inor Ill. culture , 1';llc' per 
m e l tcll ome n t In dete nte ct la creation 
du no nt.mosp herc d e joic q u' o n d cvrait 
me mc so nger a imi tcr ce rtains magusins 
qui o nt eo rn pr is son inf'luonoe psyr- holo
g iq ue s ur les gr ns ot qu i agr emr- ntont 
la t rnosphere en de versan t on so urd ino d e 
la bel le musiquo. Pourq uoi no pas los 
i rni ter? L'a t. m osphero drs b ibl io theq ucs 
sera i t sflrc men t moins f ro id c: tout co m me 
la musiq ue a moriifie l'n.t t it ud o d r s co n
so m rua.t c ur s dans los magnsins , pourq uoi 
ne modif'iernit-ellc pas posit ivcmont «ollc 
du clie nt de la hibliot he quc ? 

Soule la salle d e reference pou rr ait et re 
alors co m pletE'llle n t iso lee d es brui ls ex 
terieurs ; Irs pe rs onnes de sirant Ie s i lence 
l't faire d es r r chrrchcs pourraient a lo rs 
e l re sn.tisfa i te s. 

Causeries sur les Ii \' )'es , lectures d e 
poem cs, confe l'ences d e "aleur son t d 'au
t res aetivites s U:'ic'ep t iblcs d e de vclopper 
]a eulturc . E ll u sons-Il ou s? Cr ll 'es t 
nu llem l'n t g raluil. cL"aff ir mrr q U(' no us en 
fai soll s gene ra lE' l1lcnt f i. 

P lus ie urs fac t l~urs sC!1lblr ll t l' mpeeher 
l'usage d es moye lls m oc]c' rn es de di ff us ion 
d e la e ul t u re : absenec d e m oti va t ion 
ser ic use d e l' usa g-e d e crs m oyen s , <l bscn c(' 
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de sens id ilsation a l'ut.ili te de ces moy ens 
ignor ance des I'usage des methods a udio , 
vi suelles dOe a l'i nconsider ation qu asi
t otal e de ccs methods dans nos ecoles de 
biblioth ecaires, refu s de l'esprit fl ac 
cepter qu e les bi bl io the quc do ivente tre 
pl utot des cen t res culturels que des "cen
trrles d u Iivrc" , des ir inconscient ou non 
de conse rver des st ructure's v ieillottes 
da ns un m onde en evolu t ion, cra inte du 

r eey cl age en reto urna nt et ud ier quelq ue 
te m ps a l 'u niversi te lorsq ue ce sera pos
sible, obsession constante de garnir les 
rayons de liv res plutot que de songer a 
diminuer Ie b udget des li vr es a l'a van tage 
des films, mi crosillons, etc., faibles budgets 
accordes aux bibliothequss p ubliquos, 
archi tecture des bibl iothequcs co ncue uni

quemen t pour Ie livr e, etc. 

Ces facteurs et b ien d'au tres strat ifient, 
Iossilisen t . La plu part d' eux so n t de
pendants de nous : et s i nous aece pto ns d e 
bri ser ces en tra ves, il sera eertes plus a ise 
d' a ttirer h-s gens a la lumiero de s te ch 
niq ues m oder nes. Si notre co rps pr ofes 
sio n ne l redecouvre a lors collee t ivement 
son r 61e, il sera be aucoup plus facile 
d 'accepter d'offrir UN PEU DE T OUT 
a la cornmunaute que TO UT D 'UN PEU 
qui peu t r isq ue I' de met tre en pe ril no tre 
vie m emo. 

Certa ines s t r uc t ures cha.ngero n t, ce se r a 
a lors pour le b ien et la c ult ure des co m 
munautes que nou s ser vons e t P OUl' l a 
raison d'e t re des b ibliot heeaires et des 
bibliotheques, 

FOOTNOTES 
1 Libra ry jou rn al , D ec. 1:5, 19G7, p . 4453 . 

2 M cluhan. Cite dans Sept-jours 8 j uillet, 
1967. 

:3 Picard , C abriel. Les t.echniq ues no uvelles de 
ln communication mod crne von t bou lev erscr 
jusqu 'a no tre mod e de penser , dans N ouv elles 
de l'ACDLF no 22, 31 janvier, 1968. p. 3 . 

BOSTON HAS BEEN DISCOVERED 

by many Atlantic Provinces librarians as the source of the best 
in service on their orders for hard-bound, in-print books. You 
can make th e discovery for yourself by sending a trial order to 
Campbell and Hall, the wholesaler known for almost 50 years 
for the kind of service that makes fri ends. Send for catalogs and 
a copy of YOUR BOOK 'WHOLESALER AND YOU, in any case. 

And ask about our new processing service. 

Campbell and Hall, Inc. 

1047 Commonwealth Avenue 

Boston, Massachusetts 02117 
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BOOKS ON THE FIRST AND SECOND 

WORLD WARS ONE MAN'S FOOTHOLD 

T o men, a nd, very occas iona lly , wom en, 
the two world wa rs of this century con
tinue to exci te, intrig ue a nd fas cinate. 

Books upon both a re legion, from the 
m assive "offi c ia l hist o ries", to fac ts of Ji>c 
on th e lower-deck b y a seaman -gu iltIer. 
A ccount - of individua l ca mpa igns, cscapes , 
inven t ions, b iographies, sp ies , hardsh ips 
a re so n umerous that if wo uld take ha lf thi s 
paper in sma ll print to list e- ve n tlrc better 
known OIW S. Sin ce thi s is impossibl e I call 
only d ra w your a tten tion to some of th e 
book s th at still ha ve a p lace on th e she lves 
of a libra ry a nd on a rea d ing list. 

The in te res t in wha t was on ce known as 
Th e Great War is s till so high th at p art
wa y Reprin ts of Bath, England, co n tinues to 
rep r int th e' "clas sics" of this conflict. Books 
tha t were out of print in the :30's, a re now 
a p pea rin g again, and - in a p ubl ic lib rary 
- are worn-out i n less th an twel ve m on ths. 
An exam ple of suc h a reprint is Her 
Privates W e, b y Frede-rick M anning which 
is sti ll hea vily read , a nd wa s first pub lish ed 
in 19:30 b y Putnam. 

O ne way to s ta rt a di scu ssion is to say 
which were the "b est b ooks" of the two 
w ars. For wh at i t is worth here is m v 
selection. The b est novel of th e F irst W ar {, 
ge neral ly ac knowle dged to be E rich M aria 
Rema rqu e's All Q uiet on th e ' V estern 
Front . T hi s s tory of th ree privates end u ring 
the ho locau st of tren ch warfare is told from 
the Germ an viewpoint. 

F or au tob iogr ap hy we ca n on ly s ta te th at 
Rob ert C ra ves ' Goodbye to All That , a nd 
Siegfried Sa ssoon's Memo irs of an In
fantry Office r and Slierston's Progress 
stand above a ll other reminiscences of life 
in th e tr en ch es 0 11 th e W estern F ront. 

Colin Clark 

F or shee r fas cina tion two no vels of th e 
second con fl ic t s ta nd out . T he be tt er of the 
two in my op inio n is H erm an Wonk's The 
Cain Mu tillY , closely fo llowed b y Nicho
las Mo nsnrrat 's T he C tu el. Sea. Ourstnnr liug 
con tri bu tion s to tire litera tu n- of land wa r
fa n' we-re made as a res u lt u f the 19 1-1- 10 
co n flict . h u t in th e Second it seems th at 
litera ry e mine nce was tak.:u h y two ac
co unts of sea wa rfare. ( Ine iden ta lly .l be
lie ve that The Cruel Sea is the fi rst ho ok 
w i th t he oxcep tio n of th e' Bihk-, to se ll one 
million cop ies in bar cl-covcrs. ] 

( )ne of the ric her lite rary field .' to he 
found in thc hist o ry of wa r is "escap r-" 
s to ries . T he outst an ding con tributions to 
thi s f ield arc Pa ul Brickhi ll a nd P . Il. Reid . 
Brickhill wrote Escap e - or Die and The 
Great Escape ( p ub lished b y E van s ) . The 
Great E scape of th e titl e is th e sto ry of th e 
R A.F. officers w ho escaped (abou t 60 in 
a ll ) on e night from a ll auflag in Prussia . 
Most were reca ptured . and SOl lie disappear
ed, vic tims of the C esta po i t is fea red . P . H. 
Beiel's Colilitz Ston] and Th e Latter Days 
( p ub lishe d h y H & S ) tell s of the famous 
Colditz au flag where a ll ied prison ers who 
ha d escaped and been recap tu red m ore 
than once were re-in te m cd . T he book is 
exciting, h um oro us and an ou tstandi ng 
co n tribu t ion to escape li te rature .T hc in
ge nui ty di spla yed by th e prisio ners is 
scarc el y b eli evable. At the end of the war 
th ey had eve n constructed a g lid er to fly 
from th e prison ! One Germ an commanda n t 
had th e p rision ers on pa rade. and excla im 
eel, "You thi nk I know d am n nothing, 
actually I kn ow dam n-a ll". 

O n a no the r occasion a new in fantry trai n
ing manua l was stole n from a M ercedes 
s ta ff ca r. Earnest pl eading from the N azis 
eve ntua lly persu aded the prisioners to re
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turn it . Th e manu al was stamped "Passed 
by the Briti sh Ce nso rship Board". 

Ano ther rich vein is to be found in "spy" 
stor ies. Mad elein e Duk e's Top Sec ret Miss
ion ( Evans 1954 ) is ve ry good, and so is 
Tames Rubeigh Minney's Ca rve Her Name 
With Pride. Two histories of spyi ng activi
ties in the 1939-1945 conflict are Th e S.o.E. 
in France by Michael Foo t ( H MSO 1966) 
and Edward Lookridge's In side S.O.E. 
(Ba rber 1966. ) 

Ho wever, spy ing and escapes are not 
lim ited to th e Second Wa r, Two volumes 
very well worth reading are Evan s' I Escape 
( he was taken prisoner in 1916 ) and Clark
Kenned y's Edith Cavell , Pioneer and 
Pat riot (Faber 1965) the story of Nurse 
Ca vell, an English nurse who was shot by 
the Germa ns in 1915 for a llege d spying 
aci vities. Eva ns' book is a forerunner of 
Er ic William s' fam ous T he 'W ooden Horse, 
a story of how three pri sioners escaped 
from a Nazi p.o.w. camp by d igging a tun 
nel under a piec e of gymnastic appara tus 
while othe r prisioners leap t over it for 
"exercise". 

Th e story of great men taking great 
decisions begins at the top. Winston 
Chur chill is the only ma n to have served 
in the (British ) Ca bine t in both World 
Wa rs, F rom this expe rience he wrote two 
grea t histories, The W orld Crisis ( Scrib
ner's 1923 ) an d the Seco nd World War 
(Casse l 1948. ) 

From the other side of the Ca b inet table 
we have General Alan Brooke's two volumes 
Th e Tum of the Tide and T riu mp h in the 
W est 194.3-1946 ( Collins 1959 ) . ( General 
Brooke was Chief of th e Imperial General 
Staff during most of the war . ) 

Gen erals have contri buted their mem
oirs. T here is Dwight D . E isenhower's 
C rusade in Europe, Gener al Om ar Bradley's 
A Soldier's Story; from Tunis to the Elbe 
1951, and of course General Montgomery's 
From Alelnein to th e River Sangre and 
Normandy to the Baltic. 

18 

Sligh tly clown in military rank we have 
John Master's Bugles and a Ti ger (Joseph 
1956 ) a fascinating stor y of the Indian 
Army followed by Th e Road Past Manda
lay ( H arper 1961 ) an acco unt of the ca m
paign in Burma. 

Account s of individual campaigns will fill 
a lar ge part of any collection of war books. 
Possibly the greatest of them all is C hester 
W ilmot's Struggle for Eu rope (Collins 
1952 ) which for detailed acc uracy is un
rivalled . 

Accounts of campa igns in the First • 
Wo rld War are not as p roli fic, but amongs t 
those deserving to be read are Anthony 
Farrar Hockley's The Somme, Alan Moore
head 's C allipoli (Hamish H amilton 1956) 
(o ne of the best of thi s grea t author's 
books ) General Gough's Th e Fifth Army, 
and Brian Gardner's biography of Allenby 
(Cassell 1965 ). 

Th ough a man will read any well-written 
book on war , he, na tura lly enoug h, tends 
to favour books where in his own adve n
tures lay, so to plea se him here are some 
books div ide d according to a ir, land and sea 
war expe riences. 

One of the best book s I have ever read 
on the air fighting of the first wa r is Dun
can Grennell Miln e's 'Vind in th e Wires. 
Two othe rs a re Sholto Dougl as's Years of 
Co mbat (Collins 1963 ) , and Arch White
house's Th e Fledglin g ( Nic holas Vane 
1964 ) . 

Fro m the latter confli ct we have a lot to 
choose from, but though choice is difficult 
possibly three top the list . Paul Brickhill 
has wr itt en two outstanding fighting re
cords, The Dam-Busters, the story of 643 
Squ adron who bombed the Mohne and 
Ede r dams in 1943, and flood ed a large 
part of the Rhu r as a result, then went on 
to gre ater things, and his acc ount of Group 
Ca pta in Bader's flying ca ree r after he had 
lost both legs before the outb reak of wa r 
in 1939 in Reach for th e Sky . 

Air Vice-Marshall Embry in his Miss
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ion Accomplished recounts how, when 
ca p tu red in France in th e ea rl y p a rt o f the 
la test w a r he killed a G erma n g ua rd a nd 
escaped, and la te r b ecame a famous figh ter 
pilot k-ad cr. 

Land warfa re is no t qu ite so prod uctiv e of 
high adventu re it se e ms , but wo rt hy of no te 
,11'(' C orrl li Barnett's TI,e Swo rd Bearers, a 
c ri tiq ue- o f hi g h a llied officers o f th e 
1914- 18 war, a nd t he sa me a uthor's Th e 

• 

i Donkey s a study of British Arm y Com 
manclers o f the sa me period . T he titl e of 
th e latter co mes from a rema rk h e tw een 
two srn ior Germa n Arm v G enerals ." D o vou 
not reu ize ", sa id one: " tha t th e Brit ish 
fight lik« lions?" "Yes" replied the other, 
"h u t do vou not kn ow th a t t hev a rc led hv 
d onkev s0" . , 

T wo o t he r h ooks on Grea t War land 
cu mpu iu ns in w hic h Cana d ians arc p art i
cularlx inte res ted dea l wi th a p lucr--namc 
tha t along w ith I-liIl60, Bethune, Yprcs, T he 
So rnrne, Pol ygon Wood, C hc luvc lt a nd 
m a n y more ha ve a evoca tion a ll their o w n 
- a buria l ground of armies - in the 
E nglish language - Vi m y Hid g('. T hi s 
famo us la ndma rk o f the W estern Fron t was 
ca p tured h y C an ad ians in 1917. ( I n t lu
se co nd wo rld war Canad ia ns playe-d a 
promi ne nt part in th e di sastrous raid o n 
Di eppe in 194 2. An acco u n t is g ivcu in 
Jacques Ma rsh a l's Diep pe ( So u w n ir P n-ss 
1962 ) . 

13ut to return to Vim y Hid ge . The two 
hooks are The Sl uul ou: of Vil/lIl Bulu«, hv 
Kenuet l: ~lack sey ( W illia n Ki;nher 196,,) ') 
a nd H erb ert F a irlv Woodx V il/lIl ( i\ la c
don ald '[967 ) . ' . 

Sea warfare b etwee n 1914 a nd 19 11) did 
not produce any ou ts ta nding nov e ls , but 
accoun ts of naval b attles a re w ell- w ritten. 
H ere are three fo r yo ur reading list . Ac tua l
ly th e First ca n hard ly be ca lled a ba ttl e , 
mo re o f a ca m pa ig n, an d a ca m paign fa r 
a way from th e co ld north a nd so u th lati
tudes. It is Peter Sh ankland 's The Phant om 
Flotilla ( C ollins 1968 ) , th e sto rv of the 
Naval ex ped it ion to Centra l Afr ica in 

191 5-1916. ( C. S. Forster's no ve l Th e Afri
call Queen is La sed o n th is exp loi t.) Bu t 
go ing far sou th to the co ld Fa lk lan d Is
lands w e have an acco un t of the two ba t
tles fou g ht in th ose icv la ti tud es in 19 14, 
w ith C eoffrev Bennett's Coron el ant! th e 
Folk lollds ( Ba tsfo rd 1962 ). 

The on ly g re a t battle betw ee n the Bri ti sh 
and C t-rruan fleets too k p lace on May 31st 
19 16 a nd is know n as th e Ba t t le o f [u tla nd. 
Pro bn hly no battle in hist ory ha~s g iven 
risr - to more con trovcrs v, a nd it st ill rum
hies, furth er sa lvoes h ~ ing fire d late last 
yea r w ith pub lication of Ad mi ral [ t-llicoc's 
p riv ate p apers. Though n ume rou s books 
and a rt ic les ha ve b een puhlishocl ow'!' th e 
veal's t he best acco u n t is co n ta ined in 
Arthur J. xl ard er's lu cid From the Dread 
nough! to Scapa Fkn c, coluinc 2. '1'11(' \ For 
r ears to th e Eve of l utlant! ( O,V .P. ) , 

T urning no w to th e 1I10rt' rece-nt wo rld 
war, it s ho u ld be sa id a t th e s ta r t tha t neve r 
in th e field of human co nfl ic t, has suc h a n 
e- ven t hecn so well d ocumented . O nly la tely 
ha s th e floo d of hooks a nd reminiscence s 
redu ced to a t ric kle , a nd the b ih liogra p hcr's 
ta sk is a we so me in its ma gn itu d r-. So, fo r 
that mate r, is the a u tho r's - such is the 
ra nge of c ho ice . 

H owe ve r, for a s ta r t \\T can sc-arcr-lv 
lx -tt c r C a pta in R usse ll Grenfell 's TI,e Bi.;
inarck Episode pub lished bv Fahe r in 194R. 
I t read s Jike a thrille r. H ow the Bi smarck 
was lost a nd found aga in , ho w wr-stbounrl 
ca pi ta l sh ips were -o rd e red to re-verse 
courses, th e H ome Fl eet sa iled from Scapa 
F low a nd Force H ordered north fr om 
C ilb ra ra r, th r- g rad ual closin g o f th e n et, it 
a l l re-ad s with grow ing excite ment. If th« 
Bismarck hunt m ight 1)(' termed a success, 
a rece n t publication tells of th e "wo rs t co n
vo y o f th e war" D a vid Irvin g 's Destruct ion 
of CU IlVO!! PQ 17. ( C assell 1946 ) PQ 17 
sa ilt'd from I cel a nd to Il usxin in 1942. 
T wenty-fou r shi ps ou t of a total o f thirtv
five fail ed to get there. a nd were su nk, ;s 
a direct res u lt o f a mi stake b v th e British 
Adm ira lty . As a d eta iled accoun t o f th e rc 
sul ts o f this mis take , inte rfere nc e wi th the 
Adm ira l in cha rg e , i t ca nno t lw be t te re d. 
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Of particul ar inte res t to Ca nadia ns will 
be Donald Mcl ntyre 's The Battle of the 
Atlantic, (Batsford 1961 ) . Also telling the 
same story is Pe ter Cretton's Convoy Esco rt 
Co mmander. 

On land warfare there is once again a 
vast shelf to choose from . Two of the best 
are by the same author, Cornelius Ryan, 
H e has wr itten Th e L ongest Day, th e story 
of D-Day, June 6 1944, and T he Last Battle 
telling of the closing days of the wa r in 
Berlin , a real Wagnerian Go tterda mem ng 
as Hitler and Goebbels commit suicide a 
mong the flames of the wrecked and ra n
sacked cit y. 

Eminent men have given us their con
tributions to history. Earl Alexander of 
T unis depicts the war years in The A lex
ande r Memo irs, 1940-1945 ( Cassell 1962 ), 
and an ex-Prime Minister, Harold Mac
millan in T he Blast of W ar, 1939-45 gives 
his version of event s, 

In the air we have Marcel [ullian 's Th e 
Battle of Britain, July -September 1940 
( Cape 1967 ) an d one of the most important 
on the same ep isode, Telford Taylor's T7w 

Breaking Wa ve, the Germa n defe at in the 
summer of 1940 (Weide nfe ld and Nichol
son 1967 ). An official publication is Denis 
Richard's 3 volume history, The Royal Air 
Force 1939-45 published by H.M.S.O. Com 
paring directly the experience of fighter 
pilots on both sides there is Edward H. 
Sims' The Fighter Pilots . 

At the end of a long list of reading re
commenda tions I ask you to read yet an
oth er book, M emoirs of a Fox-Hunting 
Man. Now when it come s to fox-hunting I 
belong to the Oscar Wilde school of 
thought, "The unspeakable in pursuit of the •uneatable", but despite this I have read 
Sassoon's book many times, This is the last 
of the quiet, this is En gland after 100 years 
of peace, conquest , ach ieveme nt and tri 
umph , and a very successfu l creation of the 
life of a mon eyed middle-class Englishman 
before Flanders' fields ra n red with blood 
and mud . Th e book ends with the author 
in a leaky tent on the Sou th Do wns training 
for the trench warfare to come. 

There I will end too. 

Good reading! 

a errs Stationerq,Ltd. 
Comm erci al a n d Soc inl S tn tio nc rs
 

D eal ers for I3l1 lTo ughs Ad d ing Ma ch in es, Seeley Syste m s La w Fo r ms
 

2 Locations in the Halifax Area 

5476 SPRING GARDEN ROAD 

and 

THE HALIFAX SHOPPING CENTRE 
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PROBLEM OF FALL-OUT FROM THE 

KNOWLEDGE EXPLOSION 

( Editor's note - Th e author of th is some 
ich at icaspisli arti cle describes himself as a 
"tem porarily deta ched lib rarian". H e is no w 
inc olced Leith university extension work but 
seems to st ill be, emotionally at least, con
cerned with libra ries ) . 

At one tim e, la rge university libra ries , in 
order to make su re they had anything , as
sumcd they had to have every th ing. The 
assump tion was based on a nu mb er of be
liefs, e .g.: 

1.	 it wa s theo retically possible to col
lec t every thing 

2.	 the user was understood to be so 
capricious in his de mands that one 
had to prep are for any eventua li ty 

3.	 the con serv ation ist ur ge of the lib
rarian to preserve every bit of re
corded knowledge some where. 

Of these , only the last still has validity. It 
is now a matter of deb at e wh ether that 
"som ewhere" should be every large an d 
wealthy un iversity lib rary. When this as 
sumption is narrowed to one sub ject and 
that one subject is an app lied or p ure 
science it becomes not a ma tter of debate 
bu t a self-de fea ting proposit ion . T he 
Chemistry Librarian who tak es all of the 
field of ch emistry as his province may 
win d up with a massive every thing in 
which noth ing can be fou nd . 

The "a ll and eve ry thing" conce p t has less 
cur rency than it on ce did . It is now re
cogn ized that no un iversity lib rary can 
even have th e theoreti c goal of everything. 
The simp le storing of such a mass would be 
an intolerable bu rden , while the sen/icing of 
the mass would bankrupt eve n the most 

John Miller 

affluent of institutions . Bu t the d ilem ma re
ma ins. How docs a library ass ure itself of 
an adequa te collection to serv ice the re
quirem ents of the un iversity communi ty? 
Trad itionall y there hav e been two popula r 
solu tions. The first ca n be termed the 
adminicular riposte. It en tails d iscove ring 
an established un iver sity whic h seem s to 
hav e a similar fun cti on and th en duplicat 
ing its library coll ection, or finding some 
listin g of sta nda rd works which all good 
lib rary collec tions a rc supposed to include 
and trying to purchase all ti tles found 
therein. 

Th e adminicular rip oste is fall acious on a 
number of grounds: 

1.	 Th e standard list s and ca ta log ues 
of simila r libraries ar e, of necessity, 
ou t of date hy the time th ey a re 
available. 

2.	 They inva riab lv con tain items 
wh ich a re to a ll intents and pur
po ses unobtain able. 

3.	 L astly, the simil arity in purpose 
be tween uni versi ties DlJ y be mor e 
apparent th an real. It is a very 
difficult matter to evaluate: 

a )	 the compo sition of the stu
dent body 

h )	 the involv em ent of the facul
ty in research 

c ) the di versity of the curricu
lum 

d ) the effec tiveness of the 
m ethod of instruction used 
within the instituti on 
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e) avai lab ility of resources 

f ) in tellectu al climate of the 
institution 

Th e second popu lar solu tion strikes one 
as bein g a text-book example of the form al 
logicians' ign oratio elenchi. 

This fa llacy in outline consists of asking 
the question' "H ow good is th is library?" 
an d receiving the answer "This library has 
24 running feet of books on pod iat ry." In 
ef fec t one asks a qu est ion concerni ng qual 
it y and receives an answe r dealin g with 
qua ntity. This falla cy is the bread and meat 
of libr ary surveyors and has ma de the nam e 
of a number ( no pun int ended ) of for
mula tors. Those librarians who op t for 
thi s solution to the dil emm a of a good lib
ra ry invari ably wind up spea king only in 
number of volumes. 

Th e nu mb ers ga me typifies our society 
better than any religion or polit ical bel ief 
e ver did. Few contemporari es would see 
an ything askew in the following se ries of 
q uestions and answers : 

q .	 "Is he a good singer?" 

a. "H is last record sold a million copies." 

q .	 "Is th is a good ca r?" 

a.	 "T his mod el was boug ht by 500,000 
people last yea r." 

q. "Is he an honest poli tican?" 

a : "T he most recent poll shows 48.9% 
believe he is" et c. etc. 

Libraries were probabl y first introduced 
int o the game in ord er to answer qu estions 
abo u t the number of clay tablets posed by 
visitin g dignitari es. Of lat e, in the hands of 
lib rary surveyo rs, the ga me has reac hed 
the stage of an art. St. John , Sp inks, Blad en , 
Vain stein , Bonn, William s, Ash, and Downs 
ar e among th e more recent p ractit ion ers of 
the a rt and they a ll have measured us 
qu antitatively. ( The end less torrent of lib
rar y survey s makes it legitim ate to add two 

Ca nadia ns to the old joke about ethnic 
groups strande d on an island and have it 
read , "The two Ir ishm en killed themselves 
fighting, the two Australian s se t up a dog 
track, the two Americans form ed a Rotary 
Cluh, the two Israelis Formed five polit ical 
parties, and the two Cana dians conducted 
fourteen libr ary sur veys.") 

Ii. B. Down s in his Resources of Catuuli
Gn A cademic & Research Libraries seems 
to promise to b reak out of numero logy 
wh en he sta tes "There are vari ous ap 
proaches to test ing the strength of a lib 
rary's holdings. Among them are ( 1 ) 
qua nti ta tive measurements ( 2 ) the check
ing of standard bibliographies and (3) de 
tail ed descriptions of collec tions". 

On close r examination the last sentence 
should he- changed to "Among them are 
(l ) numherx, ( 2) numbers, ( 3) num bers". 

Downs then sta tes "Mere size does not 
gua rantee a grea t library or even a good 
one. The qu alit y and richn ess of the book 
collections ar e more significa nt . . . Never 
theless the size of th e tota l collect ions has 
frequ entl y heen demon strated to be an im
portant factor in judging adequacy". 

As proof of this last statement Down s 
submits that two recent stud ies ha ve shown, 
"a strong correlation bet ween the prestige 
of an institu tion and the size of its library .. . 
Another investi gation published recentl y 
found a dir ect relat ionship between the 
number and var iet y of doctoral degrees a
warded and the strength of the l ib rary 
resources in indi vidu al institutions". Both 
proofs seem to smack dangerously of post 
hoc ergo propter hoc. 

Down s' "q uantita tive mea su remen ts" a re 
a simple stat em ent of the nu mbers of vol
umes held in ce rta in Ca nad ian libr ari es and 
then a comparison of these hold ings with 
various formulae which supposedl y show 
how ma ny volum es a given inst itution 
need s. A compa rison of a few of th e 
schools' ratings may show the speciousness 
of this method of judging lib raries. 
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Three of the formulae as used by Downs 
are ( 1) CACUL ( 2 ) ACHL (College Lib
raries ) :3 ) C la p p -Jo rd an. 

H ere is how sev eral sc hoo ls rate: 
SUHPL US OR DEFICIT (in volumes ) 

( 1) CACUL (2 ) ACHL (:3) CLAPr 
JOHDAN 

A 
B 

+ L60 
+ : ~ 4 , 74 7 

- 17,440 
- 14,517 

- 49,2,32 
- 9.438 

C --'- ~ ~ 6 , 23 0 - IS6,2:36 
0 
E 

- .518,305 
+ :59,798 

- 1,210)-;85 
- 721,.59,1 

F - 19,879 - 13.727 

Referring back to Downs' sta te m en t o f the 
connection between presti ere and the size of 
th e Jih ra ry , he states "All un iversi tie s which 
rated as "strong" or "d is tingu ished " have 
libraries exceeding a million a nd a half 
volum es". U sing this and the above form
ulae th ere is a Canadian institution th at 
can poi .it out: 

1.	 To potential fa culty members that 
it~ library is 15% too large. 

2.	 To the b oard of go vem o rs and 
minor donors that it s library is 5 0~ 

too sma ll. 

.3. To th e provincial government and 
large foundation s that its library is 
on ly one third the size needed to 
ach ie ve s tre ng th a nd l or distinction. 

The question of what makes a good col
lection is , of course, not an sw ered b y pok
in g fun at those w ho try to an swer it. The 
question can only really he answe red hy 
adding a prefatory cia usc and maki ng th e 
questi on read "T o th e user, what makes a 
go od collection '?" 

The order of "user" th en "co llec t ion" is 
d elibe rate. Man y brain hours would have 
been saved if, instead of trying to divine 
what makes an ideal library. th e effort had 
been exp anded in describing th e potential 
user, deciding what resources were avail 
a b le , and then theorizing as to th e mo st 
e ffective way of joining th e two. 

In th is context it shou ld be understood 
that th e term "p oten tia l use r" is not re strict 
ed to on ly th e mem bers of a g ive n uni
versity com m unity. It refers to the follow
in g typ es o f use . 

J.	 Applied research condu ct ed h y 
rucmlx-rs of th e universi ty corn
muuity. 

2.	 Pure research conducted bv mern
hers of th e uni versity con;mittce. 

.3.	 Instructional work co nduc ted b v 
members o f th e universi ty corn 
m u n itv and directed to "in'volved" 
st ude l;ts (e.g. "ma jo rs" in a g ive n 
subj ec t ) . 

-I.	 "C asua l" research conducted li v in
terest ed "la ymen " fro m eith er \ ~ith
in or without th e unive rsitv com 
munity . 

Se-veral at tempts have been made to de s
c ri hc th e " typ ica l" user. The on es this writ 
e r is most fa m ilia r with are those made of 
sc ien tific workers. While th ere is not suf
ficient data to d escribe tilt' typical user to 
th e sa tis fac tion of a sociologist th ere is 
enoug h on which to ba se ce rtain limited 
e:o ne: Iusion s. 

Certain of th ese limited concl usions mav 
h e so painfull y ob vious th at eve n sta ti ng 
them, much less docu menting them, is tant 
a mo unt to sagely observing tha t laboratory 
mice suffer a no ticeable loss of moto r activ
it y after being ea ten h y th e laboratory cat, 
but if th ey are sta te d on ce, th ey may not 
have to lx- sta te d again. 

Earlier it was concluded th at a sci ence 
lihrary which atempred to collect every 
thing in it s Field would be working a t cross 
purpose s with itself. There are at least two 
bases for this co nc lus ion . Card F. T. Over
hage, director of Project Intrex at the Mas
sa chus e tts Institute of T echnology, in a n 
urticl e in Sci ence sta tes "No amount of 
optimism a bou t th e g rea t potential of in
form ation transfer technology can obliter
a te th e ugl y fact th at th e cha nne ls of com
municutions b etween scholars are poorly 
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man aged and that th e flow of valuable 
id eas is imped ed b y an eno rmous mass of 
trash .. . If th e user finds th at hi s un i
versit y's superb new facilities deli ver tra sh 
he ca n b lame neither the eng ineer, nor th e 
lib ra rian. 'Ga rb age in - ga rbage out' is the 
ste rn ru le und er which their sys tem mu st 
necessa rily op erate .. . 

"Resea rch librari es must op erate within 
the pr evailing pattern of com mu nica tions 
a moruz scholar s and the pattern is ch an ging 
befor~ our eyes. I n science and engineering, 
the one tim e su premacy of the definitive 
paper in the jou rna l of a learned society 
has g ive n way to a cha o tic reg ime of p re 
prints, conference proceedi ngs, private re 
ports, ad lioc serials, and gove rn ment do cu 
men ts. Lib rarian s are struggling heroicall y 
to bring some sembla nce of order to this 
confuse d torren t, b ut on ly the mo st affluen t 
librari es can keep up th e pace and even 
they drive th ei r users to desp air by flood ing 
progr ess in their field b y other means." 

"Ma ny working scien tists and eng ineers 
ha ve responded to thi s situa tion b y giv ing 
up th e use of lib raries and keep ing up with 
progress in th eir field by other mean s." 

Saul H erner in an a rticle en tit led "In
form ation ga the ring habits of wo rker s in 
pure and ap plied scie nce" in th e journa l 
lrul ustrial and En gineering Ch emistry gives 
th e results of a study cond uc ted at Johns 
Hopkins Uni versit y. His a rti cle is p arti 
cu larly usef ul as he corre la tes th e resu lts of 
th is study wi th simila r on es. In th is paper , 
except for d escribing th e mech ani cs of th e 
stud y, we quote onl y tho se conclusions of 
H erner that we re corroborated by othe r re
searchers. 

H erner in terviewed 606 workers of whom 
69% were working in app lied science a nd 
31% were working in pure sc ience . H erner 
defin ed pure science as tha t in which "the 
sole en d and purpose is th e crea ting of new 
knowl edge". And app lied sc ience as that 
in which "the primary purpose is th e app li
ca tion of existing knowled ge or th e creation 
of new knowledge for possibl e ap plica tion 
to specific usef ul produ ct s or goals". 

The au thor's conclusion that "the only 
factors significa n tly a nd definitely a ffec ting 
th e information ga the ring habits of th e 
sc ientists .. . a re - th eir present field of 
work, th e typ e of scientific organization in 
which they work and whether they work 
in pure or applied science," ma y see m a 
rather narrow base on which to conclu de 
anything , bu t they have grea t import. 

Pu t ve ry cru de ly we ca n say that pure 
scientis ts ha ve a m uc h gr ea ter dep enden ce 
on scien tific literature than do applied 
scien tists; th at pure (and app lied ) scie n
tis ts vary in their dependence on scien tific 
li ter a ture and thi s varia tion correlates wi th 
their subje ct di scip line (e.g. wo rkers in the 
field of earth science have a mu ch gr ea ter 
dep enden ce th an do biologis ts ) ; and that 
tho se members of the same d iscipline wo rk 
in g for differen t types of org an iza tions hav e 
d iffer ing inform a tion ga the ring hab its (e.g. 
engi neers working in an insti tu te and tho se 
working in a universit y enginee ring facul
ty ) . 

Stu dies hav e shown th at ap plied scien
tists main ly use journa ls in th eir native 
ton gu e and a t most two foreign lan gu ages. 
And that th e applied scien tist uses journals 
less than five yea rs old to an overwhelming 
degr ee. 

W e ca n prob ably sa fely draw several 
con clu sion s : 

A.	 The wa y to th e "r igh t book for the 
right user" lies not in the "a ll and 
every thing" app roach to collec
tions developmen t. The collection 
which offers it s clien te le all possi
hie choices does so a t th e cost of 
sp eed of access and a t t ime s of 
ac cessibi lit y itself. The library 
which prides itself on its ability to 
answe r an y given question , given 
suffic ien t t ime, mu st reali ze th at 
tim e is th e one luxury scientists 
can no lon ger a fford. Unless some 
Form of selec tivity is app lied scien 
tists will "vote with th eir feet" and 
go elsewhe re for in form ation, 
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B.	 Traditional concep ts of wh at con
stitutes a "good source of in for
ma tion" must be re-examined. 

C.	 T he traditional way of handling 
information once ac quired, has, 
in some instan ces, broken down. 
New ways must be explored and 
tested . 

D .	 Th e trad itional view of the re
search work er whose on ly known 
qual ity is his omniverou sness has 
10 be d iscarded . T he researcher 
can be "typed" with a fair degr ee 
of accuracy and his wants identi
b ed . As H erner says "T he working 
head of the information dissemi
natin g section of a research 
organi zation mu st asce rtain wh at 
.ype of p ersonn el he is serving so 
chat he can eva lua te the types of 
informa tion services they requ ire". 

E . The scientific community m ust 
heed O verhape's warn ing as to the 
inevitability of "ga rbage in - gar
bage ou t". We can forgive the lay
man who listened to an expla
na tion of the theory of relati vity 
and exclaimed " By thi s nonsense 
E insrein ma kes a living'?" But we 
wi ll be ha rd put to justify crea ting 
an expe nsive elec tronic miracle in 
order to give immediate access to 
b yline-drunk von Herau sgega
ben's fourteenth revision of his 
no nsensica l pap er pro ving that 
-a bb its rar ely a ttac k tigers..Mar

low's Dr. Fau stu s spent his last 
hour on earth beggin g God to re
ease him from his bar gain with 
the devil or at least cut his sen
tence to 100,000 yea rs. Th e scien
tist who , in his compact with the 
clark one, sells his soul if only 
everything he writes is published , 
is in danger of spe nd ing his last 
hour on ea rt h begging God to 
make sure his a rticle appea rs in 
Chern Abs tract s a t least within 
100,000 yea rs. 

obvious that a t least part of the traffi c pr o
blem in inform at ion is caused by lit tle used 
mat eria l and mater ial of little usefulness. 

The tem pt at ion on reading ar ticles suc h 
as tho se of Ovcrhape & H erner is to simply 
discard those littl e used item s who se only 
see ming contribu tion to th e glut of in for
mation is to impede th e flow of same. The 
te mpta tion is even stronger in the case of 
trash. Both tem pt a tions should be resisted 
as they a re short sigh ted in the extreme. 

The littl e used item is still a used item 
and the amo un t of usage should have bear
ing on ease of access, not on the fac t of 
access itself. 

Th e conce pt of trash, with all resp ect to 
Dr. Overhupe, need s to be modified . T here 
is trash which is characterized by sloppy 
thin king hut is original think ing. T he case 
of the re latively untutored scientist w ho 
pred icted with grea t accurac y wha t would 
lw the results of Project Arg us still ran kles 
the ph ysicists of the AEC who dismissed 
his pap er as "trash". To be sure, if most 
mem bers of a given d iscip line d ismiss 
some thing as trash it is in fact p robably 
trash, but there a re suffic ient examples of 
the reverse bein g th e case to warrant stor
ing such trash. We do not view thi s in the 
poetic light of "fu ll well many a rose bloom s 
unseen ", but see it as a ra re occurence, 
hence such mat erial should be stored in one 
place and one pla ce only in the country. 
( Anothe r class of trash is probabl y eas ier to 
distin gu ish if labelled "hash". Th at , in ef
fect , is what it is. Ce rta in schola rs in a ll 
field s write n decent book sometime prior 
to their thirt ieth birthday and then co ntinue 
to writ e and publish the sam e book fo r the 
next :)0 yea rs or until death merci fu lly in
terv enes. Ce rtain publishers lat ch onto 
government publications , chan ge the titl e 
page and the binding and bring it out as 
something original ( those int erested in a 
c rude example should compa re the Govern 
men t's incom e tax guide with som e of th e 
comme rcially prod uced ones ) . H ash can be 
safely disca rded . ) 
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Such a nati onal storage a rea will not be 
read ily accessibl e to a ll and the treatment 
of the item s held ther e mu st be different 
from tho se items held "in hou se". The re
giona l sto rage area mu st be ab le to describe 
a given it em on dem and and describe it in 
such a way tha t the research er can acce p t 
it or reject it on the basis of the descript ion. 
Whether thi s is done through abs tracting, 
indexin g, or meani ngfully entitling is a 
matter partly of economics and partly of 
policy. 

The na tion al storage area must be an 
"imme dia te response" opera tion. Whether 
thi s is accomplished through elec tronic 
or mech an ical or ma nua l mean s is, once 
again , a matter of economics. In planning 
such areas economics should dictat e the 
beginning stages but not th e planning for 
the ultimat e ideal. Recen t expe riences a t 
the New York Sta te Pub lic Libra rv showed 
tha t th e tele facsimi le tra nsm ission' of docu
ments was too costly ( $62.10 per item ) . 
Thus such facilities should not be among 
the initi al insta lla tions of a storage area but 
the area mu st he st ru ctu red so that such 
facilities can be sec ond or th ird genera tion 
installati on s wi th a minimum of ad jus t
ment. 

The Fa rmin gt on Plan ( established in the 
U . S. in 1948 ) was se t up to assure that 
a t least one copy of every book having 
some resear ch value would be held in an 
American library , It is probably reason able 
to sa v that the obverse side of the coin 
read s' "T here a re some boo ks of research 
va lue of which on ly one copy ne ed s to be in 
the U. S." This concep t sho uld hold for 
Ca nada. 

Co mmunica tions among librari es have 
improved to the exten t that the holdings of 
on e lib ra ry need not be an unknown land 
to the users of a differen t Iibra rv. T hus 
the mechanics of such a p rogramme a re a t 
hand. 

A reappraisal of the policy of uni ve rsit y 
librari es in purch asing little used ma ter ia l 
if it lends to a program me such as recom

mended can materi all y aid in reducing 
some of the unnecessary pressures mention 
ed ea rlier. 

Arrange ments shou ld be made to have 
th e national storage area p rovid e some 
fecdback on the am oun t of circulation of 
putat ive littl e used items. If an item is a 
va ilab le only in on e p lace in Can ada and 
ther e is a waiting list for the it em then 
requesters should be inform ed that the 
item should be con sidered for purchase b y 
the inst itut ion. 

The feedback should wo rk both wa ys: 
if a uni versit y knows of an item which 
probably sho uld be avai lable in Can ad a 
but which do es not fall within its own col
lection sph ere it should recommend thi s 
item to the storage a rea lib rary. 

T his a rticle has talked mainly of the pro
b lem of the add itions now being made to 
the mass of ava ilable litera tu re an d ha s 
tou ch ed onl y bri efly on the p roblem of the 
mass itself. It is tim e to tum to thi s pro
b lem. 

T he great univ ersit y lib raries have alwa ys 
shown grea t reluctan ce wh en faced w ith 
the necessity of d iscarding anything. It 
therefore see ms to behoove the not so 
g rea t to be even more relu ctant , else how 
will they move into the sunshine of grea t
ness? 

Ther e a re a number of reasons why th is 
re luctance should be overco me. Firstl v 
the ass umption that the on ly WelY to du pli
ca te , for example, Yale's Sterling Memorial 
Libra ry, is to emula te it , is a fal se one. 
Yale's collection is uniq ue and will 
rem ain so ( if thi s wer e not so there a re 
libraries a ttache d to sta te uni versiti es in 
two oil producing U. S. sta tes that wo uld 
have longsi nce eq ua lled it ) and Yale's 
some time goal of a ll and eve ry thing in ce r
ta in fields was a particul ar respon se to a 
particul ar set of circumstances .If Canadi an 
lib rari es feel the need to emu late it should 
be the philosophy of Yale's coll ection poli cy, 
not the cru de imitati on of what is, in ap 
pea rance onl y, Yale's broad cas t net. 
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