
•
 
,
 

•
 

," I R y 
of 

'lint e r , 1947 

Editor : Dorothy Cull en 
C/C>. N. S. Regi one.l Lib r:: ries Comm i s s i on 
Hal i f ax , n.s. 
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In an a r t i c l e in S03..turday Ni ,zht entitled "Canada Needs Better Library
 
Facilitie s." i ~ s s J anet R. Keith points out that only about one out of
 
t ~enty rural peopl e ~nd ei ght out of t wenty town peo ple in Canada have
 

L'~1l1service. She describes how regional libraries serving units of about 
40 , 000 peo ple wi th an annua l budget of 25. 000 could pr ovide the wide 
range of reading, constant supply of new books and well-trained librarians 
which constitute good lib r ary service. The need of improvement of 

muni c i pa l libra ri es and of more f acil ities for libr~ry t ra ini ng is stressed, 
as well as the desire b i l i t y of ha vi ng a National Library as & d ep o sit :~ry 

for t~ l l books pub l i s hed i n or relating to Canada, as a research centre ~hi c h 

wou l d make rure volumes and ma.nus c r i pt s avc.ilabl e to sc holars, c.nd mi gh t 
carryon activities such as phot os t a t i c reproducti on, compiling of a union 
cntuI o ue for Canadu , and co-operation with UNESCO in internatioc.nl Lounds , 

The libr~ry situation in Canada a l s o get s attention in the Toronto St ~r
 

'.. eakl y , J _.n . 18, 1947, whi c h says ( in part);
 
"Cnric.dr, i s repo rt ed to he.vo gu i ned en Impor-t r. rrt position i n l.JNE.S CO
 

on wh i ch Canad i an cul tu ra l l ead ers e r e r epresented. .ht t he r ec ent mee t i ng
 
of the ex ecu t i ve of UNESCO in Pa r i s . Canada t s del e a t i ori occupi ed a l ea di ng
 
place.
 

CI~n&dC',' s rol e in this Lrrt ernnt i ona I cul turul or gnnt zn t i on would be 
more effectivJ if her own cultural s · rvic 0s wer e bettor dLvGlop ed. The 
Dominion's 3duc· t i o n~ 1 s e rvices a r e not a s woll o rgc.nizf.:d and dist ribut ed 
as t hey should be nor a r c t hey ex tended ndequa t 81y to the popul tion. ~n 

0x~p10 is the pUbl i c libr ry s Grvic o. Canadc is s aid to hnve f ew8r l ib r uri as 
for i tEo popuLn t Lon t han :lOY othe r litera-te country. Onl y about t went y of 
t ho pub1ic libra.ries of the Dominion come up to mi ni mum Ln t e rna t t ona l 
stQndards. Thv school services a s wel l a s tho adul t Gduca t i on movon13nt c. r e 
hampc r ed in their progr e s s through the Lack of Libr a ry ae r vi.ce , 
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Tho chief r OQsons for C annd~'s l~ck of libr~ries ~ro insufficiont
 
funds [~ low of public t t in i Only two per
n nd e b b Ln o r-o s t.h e s c rv c o , 

cent of tho nction's ~ u l t h is G3tim~tud to 00 spont on public schools
 
1nd evan l oss th~n this is spent on librnri _s •••
 

Tho Lncd .... quacy of public libmry sorv i.c c s in C c,n :-~d c~ i s ,-:..11 tho more
 
d ep Lo r r.bLc when it is c ons i d .rred 't h.rt 90% of t.h e p e op l e · le ~ . v , public
 
schools in t heir e ~rly ta~n s. It is ~ E t imat a d thct only one in t on
 
persons g oe s b eyond tho ninth g r Gd G in s c hoo l . Lucki ng pUblicly
 
provided books a s ~oll. most p eopl e in this coun t r y hc. ve i nc dcqun te
 
opportuni t : to b ro c.don thoir cultural horizon."
 

. .
~ 

Tho t:.t t r c.c t i on into Lib r .i ry work of capvb I o .·nG. on thu t.i r.s t i c youn
 
peo pl e is e s s 0nt i ~ 1 to future d Gvelopmcnt of librari~s. The libraries
 
a l rc tdy os t<:b l i s h ed h owe not en ough t r u i n cd Lib r n r i : n s, .nd m.m y marc wi Ll,
 
b o n oed d when the ex tsn s i on of libr~ric; s ~hi c h we f ervently hope for ~ i l l
 

com' t.'bou t , Lfb r r r i zna who va a ny t h t ng to do wi t h y oung peopl e can do
 
thoir bit in this r c gQrd--first, by b ci n~ t h s kind of librari~n , efficient
 
:'.nd c he c r f'u L, who ex c i t c s admt r u t i on nd H d" sire "to be j us t lik ,,, _,:i s s
 
Bl -ck" Th n if t h c - ha ve. t "c:m- '. g ers .s part time he I p in t ne Lib r i ry , tl1GY
 
c un t os c h t h em e l eme rrt o r y p r oc e s s e s und g i vc thom enough va r i e ty in t he i r
 
jobs so t ha t they wi ll go t somo ide a of how any Ln t c r e s t i ng t hil1 ~; E. t hero
 
;: r e to do in Li b r rrLe a. Th e opportunities in t he fi eld of library work
 
should b e point ed out. Bo ok s th~t mi ght be helpful in this r egard ~ re
 

Ali ce Ko.l Lhe r ' s LIBR:.RY l'IORKERS, c. bri f s u rvcy of the work of Lib r a r i ans ,
 
nd ' ITH .'. HIGH HE'.RT oy Ld ol e De Le Q U\~ , Ii sto r y for y oung peopl e ' b ou t
 

county libr':ry s ervice.
 

ThJ Pub Li c Li b r a ry of Victori 3-, B.C. has b c.. n . 1' .a ..nt ... d with t ho first 
t rp e sc r Lp t copy of t.h o n ew novel R~ ~rnF:"R ME , D, sto r v of -'l Cc no.di .'n soldior 
in Eng l an d ?- nd No rmm dy , 'rho :-lUt ho r , Edwc rd F. !i e -d e s a i.d i n h i s l e tter 
a c c ompony l n g the gift ~ Tho lib r a r y h 28 g i v en mo so much of my e d uce.tion11 

t hct I am e s p e c i d l y .ind s out Imcn'tel l.y a t t c o hod to it. I a I mos t Li v., i n 
it b - c k in t h t:. d a rk thirti os wh en time ',',S nb ou t ~· ll on" pos s aa s ed , ;;.nyw ~'.y 

I have so much to t hun k tho Lib r .ary for t h_it I t k", t his opportunity to do it." 

••• , •••• w. co ••••••••• 

Ln invit ~tion is ex t nd cd to ~ l l wo r k i ng in or conu &c t ' d with lib r~ ries 

to join t h e C unadi~n Libr~ry As s o c i ~ t i on . There is p r ov i s i on for institutional 
men be r s , a nd Lnd i.v i dua l mcmbe r s inclu ill €, Lib rv r i nn s , libra r y t.rus t c cs, 
a s ao c t .vt emb er-s ( Fr i end s of t ' c Lib r ary e t c , ] ' ;'", :~ r t: still f er f rom t ho 
go a,l of 20' 0 memb e r s r c .pr c a on t i.ng a l l, t y pe s of Lib r r. r y Lnt e r e at , 'I'he r e a rc 
no~ 302 individ~rl m~~ ~ r s ~ nd 98 institut ion~l ~0mb 0rs , ~ i th 6 i n1ividual 
members a n d 8 insti 'tut i onc I from t ho .it~ r i times. If t hi s dO G ~ not include 
y ou or y our 1 ibr.'\ry , y ou ar e u r g d to become 'in a c t .i ve pa r t of this o r .; c.n i zC'. t i on 
wh i ch is wor k i ng tor t hCJ im ro vemcn t of t h ", Lib r-iry s i t ua t ion in Ca nadc , 
Appl i c- t i on forms mry b e ob t n t n cd from ; 

Hi s s El i zabc th H. lo r t on , Socr.:t c.ry, 
Cun~di cn Librl 1'y ! s s oc i . t i o n 
74 t ~ nl0Y Aven ue , Otta wc. 0. 1 ~dn . 

http:Librr.ry
http:Libr.iry
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BOOIili-.L------THE ~R.-.~;CH I SE OF THE HE :D 
• I . 

by 
Dr. J. J. Tompkins, in tho M~ r i t ime C o - o p er ~ t o r 

I 'J E SUffi e th ·t our c o-c oper r.t Lv e mOV 0m n t , if it i s to liv e u p t o its
 
possibiliti os :<nd r oa po ns i b i Li t Le s , must br.s o its pr og r im on t h e oc onomLc ,
 
intolloctu· 1 e nd -rnorc I dev olopment of its memb or s , II,e us od to s ~ .y tht it
 
was br.s ad on JusticG--one of t he p r i me requ i s i t e s of :ny s oc io ty- - ,.:nd on
 
Ch ~rity, which in this c~s c ma2nt t he p r ! c t i s e of t he ~ o rk s of mcr cy , ~he n
 

~ nd wher8 c ~lled for. Cha rit y i n t his c onnection me ,ns he l ) i n[ pG o p l ~ t o
 
hel p thomselves •
 

To t ako on -. p r og r r :n of economi.c int 011ectu:".1 " nd mori l d evelopment
 
mea n s [.;, L~r G6 ::'.nd o ompz-ehene i vo o rdc r-e- r.nd requir es em edu c at Lo nnI " g ea cy
 
not confined to individu~ls or ev on group s ~nd a fund of kno~led s e not
 
usu :..lly c ..·rried around in one's ha t ,
 

This is where books ,' nd Lfb r ar i es vi n d Li.b r r.r-Lan s c ome in to t h e co
op 0r2tive picture. I b eliev0 t hat libr~ries s ho u l d b e more conc erned than 
they ~ rc a t present ~ith this a s pe c t of d c vGl opmon t but fir st of ~ l l t hat 
poo ple s hould be marc conc ern ed wi th .t he rol e of ttie Lib r a r y in tho diffusion 
of knowl cd .re arid tho on c ou r -vg emeut of co-o pe r tiv e enterprise. 

The fruits of tho mi nd .i n d s pirit mus t be c ome t he c ommo n p r ope r ty not
 
of Ln t e l Lec t u t Ls on l y , but of mon "'~ nd women ev e rywhc r e , This can b e do ne
 
only if educ ~tion is univ8r sally shared a nd sc i ontific pro gress mad e nvu i l 

a b l e to a ll through book .ind libre.ries.
 

T~:Ei Lat o W0 nd e l l ~{il lk i e m.id e D, r r t hcr pe r t i ent s t a t enien t when our
 
sev e r e l c ount r i as v,' ,:;r e in t he midst of we.r. He dec I r r od ; "Ui .L es s Brito ns
 
e nd Cunud Lans and Russi ans and Chi n ese a nd h",eric ,1.ns a d a ll our f i g _ting
 
a ll i os - - - f i nd the Ln s t rum....-' ~tf. l i t i c s und the me t hods of co-i opor n't i ve e f f o r t
 
fter the w.i r , «c , t h e pcop l c , hr.v c f'a l Lod our time and ou r g en e r a t i on . "
 

" 'N;:. mu s t est :.b li s h bey ond .my doubt the equal i t y of men. J.:.d IKe S iL 11 
find this equality, not in th e different t alent s Vih ich we sevo r~1 1 y pos s e s s, 
nor in tho different i ncomes wh i ch Vi e s 6 v Gr~11y e ~ rn , but i n t h e g r e r t 
franchise of th mind, the univ ers~l franchise. ~h i ch is bound ed neither 
by color, nor cre ed, nor by social st ·tQs. Op en the b ooks, if yOQ wi s h 
to be free. " 

BL::.t b cf'o r e tho book s C9.n b e op onsu , they must be mad e uv e i Lcb Le and 
a cc e s s i blG to ~ l l thr oue h some syst em of libr ~r y s~rvic 8. 

" ' 0 I.U G r eml nd ed too, of the r e c en t s t ~t e;'j l snt of Da v i d Li Li a rrt r.c I , 
cha i rmcn r. nd d cs i ga c r of t nc no' ; fim ou s Ten! CSS0 0 1[ :11 0y pr o j e c t i t'The peo pl o 
•••• c r,n no more build t hi s r c.'; i on wi thou t book s t h n ::; :; r e .-.t d -un c r.n vb o 
buil t wi t hou t r. • s olid f'ound a t i on in th:, oz r t u , Boo ~8 gLv o an a m .!'_ out of 
his ox por i enc o ;: nd skill, powe r to t o ·~ch his n e i chb ou r s how to build up t a e 
r egion's soil--out of ~h i c h g r ow not on l y g r.ss es ~nd Vioo dl ~nd f but ~ f r0 s r 
a nd rnar e hum-m e communi t y • " 
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C!. L ~ S I Fi e I / O"! 

r he classification of Cana di ~ books confronts us ~itb a problem t h~t ~. s
 

received much diversit y of tre~tment. Libr~ri ~n s ha ve no unifo r m rul es to
 
follow in deciding whether books wi tn a Canad l .s n slant, wh i c h are not t u.ken
 
care of in the classification sch eme , should h ave some merk to indicate that
 
c haracteristic. '1!e asked some l.la r I ti .e librarians for t heir opinions and
 
practices in this ma t t e r s. n d pr e s en t t he Lr contributions, which we hope 'i ill
 
lea.d to further discussion of the question.
 

I,UsS Es te ll e L A. Vaughan of the Saint John F'r ee Public Library reports: 
" 'e have tried various sc he mes, but no w t he Canadiana is s e par a't ed on l.y by 
the classification numbers. ' Ie did put a small "c " on the books written by 
Canadians, not on Canadi 3n subjects, but in the course of time that wa s drop ped . 
'e use 819 for Can adian literature

819.1 Poe try 
819.3 Fiction ( we class fiction a s the Librclry of Congress does) 
819.4 Essays 
819.5 Ordory 
819.6 Letters 
819.7 Humou r 
819.8 Miseellaneous 

In our Fe f e r enc e collection we shelve Americana ~ nd Canadi a na tor-ether;
 
it i 00 d i f'f'Lcu I t to sepa ra t e them. . e us e t he Tor on t o Public Libra ry
 
classification for Canadiana as when we start ed to r e-catalogue, Dewey wa.s
 
inadequate. ~I
 

~l r . M. P. Boone. Acadia. Universit y Library tells of his experience with
 
Can~diana in different libraries:
 

" J. t t e On'ta r I o CoLl eg e of Education Li b r a r y . the Dewey Dec i m.... l Clus ~.i

fication was us ed, a nd a l l t he Canadi an mat e r i a l was put in its nOlmsl p l a c e 
in t he syst em &nd s helved ~ i th th e main collection. At the Uni versity of 
Saskatchewan Library t here wa s & special collection of Canadi an ~ call e" the 
Shortt Library. ·Th i s wa s classified by L. C. t he sys t em whi ch t he Un i v , of 
Sa skc t che: an is us I ng {I t the pres . n t tim. Ove r t he c ..:ll numbe r t he: word 
Shortt ~ s typed in ord ·r to ke e p this collecti on sap' r a t e fr om t he ma i n 
c-ollection. All the other Ca na dian mn t c r La l was s h c l v . d vL th the ma i n collection. 

Hore ~ t Ac ~dia we have t~o s peci 'l col18cti ons of C ~nadiuna, tho Dennis 
Coll ection ( ch i cf' Ly Oanad i an history) .m d t h e Log an Coll ection o f Canz.d ia n 
Litorature. Th ose t ~o collections a r b classifi ~ d by De~ej ~ nd the re is Il 

lattor "A" p La ccd a bove t he call numbe r , This wa s don e to ke e p t n ' 8 0 c ol l e cti ons 
separat e fro~ the mai n libr ~ry coll ec tion ~h en t hG ~hc 1 8 librnry was cl~ Q si-

f'L cd by the De\\ey sy s t em, Our libr::. ry i s no w cLe as Lf i od by tho L.C. s ys t em 
(Rith t he sx c Qp t i on of the m~ to r i ~l th~t rem::ins to be reclassific.:d). The 
Lo ,an Collection and t h o D snni s C ll ec tion a r c to r em..in in Dcv•.}y . Unfortun.. 
a t e Ly when the D0'A' y c s t u Lo gu wa s first s t urt ed , t he 5x12.5 em, c.irds were 
u sed , so, of course, Vi8 c s,n not Lnt cr f i l e t he two cota Lo gue s , Thi s is ::_ r ':; 2.1 
pr cb l om since '.va n '.v G to hc vc ma t c r ta l on Canad. in t wo s epc ri tc c c t.i l og ue e, 

As y ou wil l no doubt be u war e , our problem is whi t to do wi t h cu r r e rrt 
c cc oss t ons of Can-df a n ma t e r i -il , s i nc e the Dennis Coll ection is .: C101: (;d 
collection. ~ s ~ rosult our l ~t or material on C ~nnd ~ is pl~c ed in L. C. ~ nd 

shelv ed with t he m~ i n collection. h ow3vc r , W0 still pu t C~na di '~ litsr ~ture 

~ it h the Lo g~n Coll ection. 
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Person·lly, I wou l d prefer to see the: books on C:lllD.Qa ..m d b: Ca . . d i ; 8 

classified i n their no rm..I plac e :m d s he l ved wi t n t h e ma i n co l l ec t i on , Of 
course, s pec i a l collections by t he i r ve r y na t u r e he va to be tre ~t cd di f f orently. 
If t he Ca nad Lan mo.teri .l is distingui s hed by s ome disti nctiv e rna r-k . it s e ems 
to me th::t it melees a pr ob l em in s he l v ing . I do not think t h ·.t peo p l o wi ll 
u se t he c o t n Logue near l y so much to find mat e r i.a I if apec I a l m-.t J r L l is 
shelved i n s pec i nl pl c c e s in tho Library, and I for one am '.1 firm b e l i e vc r 
in t h e us e of t he c ~t &lo gue for loc~t i ng me te r ie l in the Libr ~ ry. Of c our s a 
the proccd i ng st ::.tem-:nt pre suppo se s op en s t : ck p r-i v t Lege s for t hc student s." 

From D..l h ou s i e Uni versi ty, £Ii s s M!lr y Fr se r ' a d Mi as Dor othy Mci: y
 
repor t ;
 

" At D,..Lhous I e Univ orsi t y t he policy for c ..,tc. l ogu Lv; bo oks b:y C.:\.redi',as ,
 
boo ks ab ou t 0·-:.n :' d,·1 :nd books published i n C2nc.d is not very c Lei r I y de 

fined and ov er a period of Y8,;..rs it s eems to h.i vo b e en a somcwnwt cn a..ng:Lng
 
policy. For' a numbe r of ye ,'."rs it had appc r e n t l. y be en t h e prv c t i c c t o pu t
 

ver y t h I n g in t he ab ove c n t gor i s in flC e-iledi ' n ':'" T..-l" ordina ry clClssifi 
c -it i on schema wa s followed and in addition t ne b ooks wer e mcrk ed "Ca n " ,
 
indic ~ti n a sp aci ~l coll ection. B_t befor e t h~t policy wa s ~dop t ed t h ey
 
r uc c i ved n o sp ci '~ l t rer t morit , hen c o mr.ny c or l i c r C::m:.d i :11 books ::: r .::. found
 
shGl ved ~ i t h the gGne r ~ l collection. It has b e 'n felt fo r sarno time t . !'t
 
nei t h e r pro c t i c e wa e s c t i sf'.ic t ory , <:.nd the pr-oc eu u r e in rec e rrt y ..•rs h c, s boen
 
to d Lsr og.r.r d t he O._nadian ang l e , ex c ep t in t he fi elds of li t.o r a tu r e a nd
 
history, ~nd to classify and sno l v0 t hGSC books ~ i th t h ma i n coll ection.
 

Unne c c es e r y di vision i nto coll ections s pperut c Ly s h s Lved t e rid s t o int8r

f e r e wl tih t rie smoot h f'u nc t i on i ng of t he Li bri r y ' s s e r v i c e . nd is to b.:
 
a voi ded a s much a s pos s i b l e . R ~ther t ha n b ci n~ e l l -inc l us i ve should Dot
 
"O~ nadi ana" i n J. gon.::.: r c.l un.i ve r s i, t y library b e h i s t o r i ca lly important be

c ~u so of its ea r l y imprint or bec ~us e of it s va l ue as s ourc e m at ~ri al?
 
~u l d it be f onsib1 0 to adopt SOMa dofinite d&t o . pos s i b l y 1867, as ~
 

domurcs t i on point?
 

J.. t DcLho us i,o we arc fortunate in ha v i ng D. n ~ 11 b ut v.i Lua b l e collecti on
 
of ea r l y Canc.d i an books a nd pan phlets, and ma t c r ia I of this na t u r e wou l d
 
u Lways be t he basis of wha t should a ccurate l y be ca l Led " Cr ua d i ana ".
 

"ftc a r e i nt e r e s tcd i n hea r i ng wha.t treatment i [. ~i v e n C..J.I.:.1di c.: n bo ok s Ln
 
other librzri es, so t ha t by po oli n~ our ide os wo ffiCj ~ o rk out so ~e re~lly
 

satisfactory method of procedure."
 

T,ie s G Li.b r ar-i a ns seem to agree bhz t mak i ns; .:"I s peci al coll ection of C"::w d iall
 
books i s und osir 'bls, and to a c ert~in d eg r ee I gre e with them.
 

T.•s Pi i nc e Euw£l.J d Ls I nd L1br r Le s .i t t he ou t s e t a d op t e d t he p r a c t i c e of 
marking a ll books by Cr nad i a ns and about C' na da .... ith <.; "0 1; a nd s helving t bc m 
sop a r .. t ely. Tu i s somc t imae ke p t a pa r t books wh i ch wcu l d be be t t e r t og e t hor ; 
e. g . C t .:rphen L.:. .co c r fs ,; ;' u i.aco ve r of E·.£:l -:!ld . II woul d not be wi t il other 
books on g',. , l c nd . LiG n er r. lly it d es not m:.tter wha t c oun t ry the au t h o r of 
II pr a ctie J."lil l?fd~h us one on r ad i o or d re s sma kf .s co me s from ; ' but i n ot her 
o i s ee it mi ght a dd to the i nterest or u s e f'u l ne s s of <..i. book if on e could te ll 
a t n L nc e t .hnt it ',, ' S wr i t t en by t: Cnnr·di.: n . I t hi nk i ng of subj ec t s t ha tJ 

mi ght be a f f ec ted by our c l i mr.t e or cuLt u r e or sy s t cm of ~" o v e r i1ffi :-: n t su c h as 
a r d cn Lng , ruru a I sc ho oLc t eoch i ng , soe i '.1 wo r k , s t c . l.nd f or me b ook s 

li ke Robe r t Forrt e i n s t s The hnppy time ::-nd E . :.1 . n i c nsr d so a t s ' ,e ke e ') c. li :"h t 
h a v o nn addodfl o.vor b e ' cus s they d ec I wit h li f e in C':.nc.d.::.. Ordin,rily their 
cl ~ssific : tion woul d not indic~t e thi s to t he re d e l' . I won de r i f & compromi e6 
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could be ms.de-chav i ng "C" add ed to the c Lae s i f i c a t i on number for bo o ks such 
;1 S these, and t he ~)ooks e nd shelf-list c xro s p.l cc ed in t he m.i i n o oLl e c t i on 

~e would be interest ed in havin ~ the vieRS of other librari ~ ns on t his 
sub.j e c t , If y c u v: i l l send t h em to the Ed i t o r , the discussion can be 
continued in t he next Bulleti ng. 

Dorothy Cullen 

r e printed from the Ontario Libr&ry Rev i ew. 

Ca n ud.i a n libra rians ev er yv he re 8.1'8 press i n.g fo r a Nut i on ;", l Li b r .zry in 
Ott ~w a. To the ~ o rl d in g en e r s l t his m~ J seem to be no more t h en evi dence 
of :. norms I p r o f e s s i o nr.I smb i t Ion , '.Tht:1 t could be mo re n rt u r e I t n.. n th :t n 
Ltb r z r t ans should wish to ae e in lltt r. wa d, g r e r t n evl i brr.ry buildi ng, teeming 
1$.'i th bo oks-c and , I nci dento.lly, wi th we ll - :cc. id mornb e rs 0 f t hc i r p ro f'e s e l on ? 

~c t u~ l ly , C a n~d' ;s librari a n s ~r e much mol'S altraistic th ~ n th ey )ro b ~ b ly 

.;.. ppe~ r . The,y c r e convinced tn a t t h ey 2.1' ,:; a sk i n g NuT :v::EK-.:iliY ;::-03. 30 : ' ST~~ Il~G 

NEll ? BUT FOR SC:' ; ~I'llI l !G TH>r IS VEin l~ E:: Eoo.'.:RY . They a r e deeply concerned 
b e cau s e t hings Qr8 not bei ng done t hat, in their co nsidered opinion, only a 
Ne t i ona I Libre.ry c cn do. 

In this a t omi c a~ e books heve suddenly become more t h~n ever vitQl to the 
e Lf'a r e of a net i cn , Vlrl e \(.1 r i

' in the wor d s of Luther H. Ev xn s , Libr.:1 1'L:"n 
o f	 Con .1'05s, "hr s d e!nonstr.~~t2d b ey ond qu. e s t i on th: t kno x led ge ? ::t'~v I SB 

-0 ' T.JEDGE . mus t b e t h e bas i s of , 11 Go v c rIL'ilen t , ~ l polici es 'lnd priv:.te 
p r og r £Ms ; t h lt kno~led g 3 h I S b6c~me so exte~ siv s : ud co ~plic Lt ed in our 
modern wor l d there c an be ~10 ho pe of co n t.r oLl i ng it except in terms of 
r o ~t r ~s · ~ rch libr~ries g i v i n~ ~ hig hly responsive service ~t 811 points 

wh e re p r og r .ims ~. r :,;; develop ed :~ l1d polici os dc c i dod i " 

Acting upo n this conviction, t h e Lf b r a ry of Cow :ress is p l .mn i ne . both 
for itsalf a nd for other g r e st Lib r- a r i as in the Un i Ld St ~t c s , t h c sy e t em.ie Lc 
a c qu i s i tion of printed mct e r i al fr om .::<11 the wo r l d 9 S n c t i on s upon (] sc.i Lc 
never b ef o r e dreamed of. 

As an eme r g i n g wo r l d power, C2I1D.da ha s ~, corr os pondi ng n a e d for boo ks, I nd 
for mor a extensive book collections upon which to bu i l d . Ott ~W2 t oems ~i t h 

li br~ri ~s. but their intorosts are spGci~lizGd, ~nd thoy oporate in virtu~l 

ind epondence of one ~no t h r. It is h i gh tLnc th ~t it b ~ c ~ma someon~'s 

•	 business to i?S S 8S S t.he s e collections. a nd supp l emcn t tri cm i n .". g r oa t ne w 
11)' :-. t i on !3. 1 Library. 'FE NEED TO ~mB IL I ZE 'fiLE 3 0 0K "1E: OlGCI:5 1

T 0 1 O~7 L '[ U ~· HIE 
liT TID!'! S C. PI T).L , Bur OF i~LL ·rHE tL'i'I01.'J ' S 1 JO] LI Bn..~.3I Eb ; so t.h.t one, 
single a g e ncy will be in a positio n to so_ whdro ~a ~ re weak ~ nd ~h5rG ~ 0 

a r e strong, an d be ab l e to s a y insta ntly wh er; .::. n;' Lnf'o rm- t l cn t h.at is 
needed m~y be found. 
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Even these few v ords su g ; e s t a not h cr m".jor f unction t hr t could be 
performs by i l:N t i onc l Libr 'ry- , cen t r v.Li z c d i n f'o rract Lon s e r vi c o • .L ny 
offices now an s we r questions, tu t the:.' .: r o 1 imi t ad in their r e s curc e s 
or in the fi Ids wi t h i n wh i ch they c r e q ur.Li f'Lcd to s perk , il N 't Loni I 
Libr~ry could nc t ~s a c entr ~l cI a . r i n g house, ~hoso business it wou l d 
b e to kno~ whero spGcifi~ d~t, of ~ hundr ed kind s could b e s e cu r ed most 

. s i l ,Y a n d .ur t ho r i t~,ti ve Ly ; a nd in the proc ess it could an s we r m-:.ny 
r ou't i n e qu c at Lons from its own f'Ll o s a nd so e-iv e the va l u .ibLc time o f 
t echnt cn l ,. gGn c i os . Such e c Lei.r i n g hous e would be equa I Ly v. Lu..:. b l e •

•
..

to the man in the office neat door, en d to the ci t i zcn [; t t hc othor and 
of the' Dominion, Oi.1Ce instituted, th e conv cn i en c e m d u s cf'uLn e s s o f its.,. 
s crv i c e s would be inst r.ntly a ppa rxn t , • 

Any number of more a pe c La Li,zed functions s pr i ng to mind. To qu ote onl y 
on e exam pl e , Ca nad Lan.s e r e still v:,i t hout ..ny r ogu l-::·. r or c om l et - h i s t or y o f 
th p ub l i ca t i ons of the vc r i ous dep vr t men t s of t heir :~,.:'. t i on_' l g ovor nme rit , 
The existonce of s uc h Q list should be t ~k cn for gr~~t8d , for wi t h ou t it 
m.:n.y D. va Iuub Lo r eport f: .~i15 to r e ach mor e t .h-.n r; fr .c t i on of the peo pl e 
wh o could mak e good us e of it. A N' rt i onaI Lib r ' , . r~r : wh i c h wou Ld re cei ve a s 
, matter of course copies of ~ l l offici~l public 'tions, could pr oduc e 
such ~ list ~ s ~ routin e m ~sure . 

Nor must we forg et t hat the influoncG of such ~ libr~ry ~ o ul d be f slt 
Ll t e r e l l y from co ast to co ast. Mo r a t h.m five illion C',n .d.ia rrs ar , still 
wit hout libr~ry service of ~ ~. sort, Gild ~ l t h ougD t1 0 a c t ua l o r ~~niz ~tion of 
loc~l library s ervices is a m~tt cr for the provinces, ~ c 0 ntr~l cl a ~ring 

hOUEG for Lnf'o rma t Lcn a nd a d v i c e wou.Ld ass i s t · r '...: I,.t l y to k e e p the wI-10 1e 
sitQ:tion in proger p orspectiv e. Furth e rmor e, ju.st a s t h e l a r 58r provincial 
Lfb r u r i e s «dd g r o'),tly to the e f f'oc t i vene e s of Loc uI Lib r n r i os by s t a n d i n. . 
behi nd t h Dm wh ~n occssion , r i s e s , ~nd givi~g t h orn thu )ona f i t of thair 
sp Gci r~liz od pe r scnne I a rd g r G' t stocks of boo ks, so ~~ Na t Lcn ol Lfb rc ry 
could t :ke its pI .co ~ s ~ court of 1 st r esort for the n · t i on ' s libr ~ri es 

·o: s - whoI o , 

EViJr ' tn po r'tvnt nn t i on in tho wor Ld ox ccp t CC_ i.~ . d·-. n ov: h-.s t: Na t i onr.I 
Lf.b r -rr y , So. a of t hem h . vc b e en functioning for c en t u r i es . Even t hough 
Oa na d La n li"br~.ri ,'.ns me;)' be " t nt e r e st.cd p .t r t i e s ", su r e l y their c ru sado is in 
th o interests of the nation, a s wo Ll, a s their own , In :'.:l y c v rn t , i f th ey 
:-:1'9 wrong, t h ey a r e wro ng in good compmy , 

, 
., f 


