BULLETIN
of
THR MARITIME LIBRARY ASSOCIATION _
Vol, VII, No. 2 Septembsr, 942
Bditors lrs, Mary Kinley Ingraham, lM.A.

Acadls University
Wolfville, Nova Scotia

o
The President’s Letter Wﬁft_‘;’:&. N.S-
Uilweukee Conference

On Sunday morning, June 22, we arrived in IMilwaukee to attend
the A, Le A, Conferencé, Over 2,000 librarians were there to
listen, to talk, and to learn, The streets seemed taq bs full of
peopls flying along with programs under their arms amd badges :
shining in the sun, The weather wgs idesl, fine and not too hot, -
which made for outasids comfort, and the food being excellent every-
whers, there was mellow conten%msnt within.

Most of the meetings, and sll of the public assemblies, wers
held in the Milwaukes Arena, The displays arranged by the A, L. l,
the publishers and the library supply houses were colorful snd
attractive, A number of children®s books and Vige~President
Wallace®s superb littls book, The Price of Fres Wdr%d Viotogg W6Tre
86lling briskly. Then one wis 6 a 6 Wartime Prices an
Trads Board didn't hold the purse strings so tightly.

There were several meetings of Casnadian librarians, too hurried
to bs complsetely sstisfactpry, but it was interesting to meet
librarisns from sll over the country, about thirty-five altogsther.
At thé last meeting plans were startsd for the next Ae Le d.
conference to be held in Togento. The ghost at the feasst was the
possibility of restrietsd t¥avel by that tims,

- The chief specohes have besn published in the July A. L. A.
Bulletin. Dr., Charles H, Brown, thc Prcsdient and Chairman, had
a ripe wit which lightened his remarks, In his presidentisl
address Dr. Brown stated:

"In order to attain s psrmanent peace we must first win the
ware A Statemcnt has appearsd in ons of our professional
psriodicals that 'Librarics do not fight in a war'. 3But
this 1s & total ware All of us must fight, not for the
glorification of our profession or our libraries, but
because our work is esssntial, Food, books, or even tanks
or planes would be useless in sghieving vietory without
the aid of other instruments, but all arc nedessary in
varying degrecg,”

This was the note of all thc spscohes and discussiong of the first
confersnce sinoc the United Stotcs entsred the war: Librariss and
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the war, wartime policy, thc importancc of books in a democracy
in war and pcacc,

One of the intercsting spcalcrs at thce conference was Edgar
snsel Mowrer. As onc of thce most thoughtful American foreign
corrcspondents, he had pointed out as early as 1933 that Hitler
meant war., Now working with Archibald MacLcish in the Office of
Pacts and Figures, Mowrer discusscd the whole problem of censorship
in 'Informing thc Citizen in a World at War." A celear spsaker,
looking a 1ittle 1liks .braham Lincoln, he said:

Teee bOOks can®t win the war. But maybe - in fact, surely =
books could decide what sort of war we arc winning, For that
will depend upon the kind of pcace we get. .nd since we are
going to win this war - the kind of poace we get will, if we
are compstent, to a considerablc degree reflcct the xind of
pcace we want. Orcating a desirec for the right sort of peacs
is a task that can be perhaps more cffectively accomplished
by books than by any cther medium. For radio memorics and
newspaper headlines fade quickly, while Impressions from books
remain, if the author if worthy c¢f his craft,

"The peacc woe finslly get in going lergely to be determincd
not only by what books arc going to bc writton - for many
kinds arc going to bs writtcn -~ but by what books are going
to bc mosv read by the right pesople. Here is wheré the
handlers of books cemerge with unrivalled influence,”

Tuegsday morning sveryonc got a'big 1ift when Robert J.
Blakely, of the Dss Mo ines Rrglchrn gave what wgs perhaps’ the
brightest spcech of the conference. Mr. Blakely was young, a
fluent and vi.gorous specker, cnd a mon of ileas as well. In intro-
ducing him, President Brown soid he was associated with 2 ncwspaper
which had played a vital part in moulding public opinion in the
Mitcdle West to a broad understanding of world affairs, After
covering the issucs of thce war, Mr, Blakely stressed the neod for
better and more s*mpTy written books for better librarians and
bettcr personncl in every domocratic 1nst tution, for better library
service for men in the armcd forccs end for mlnorlty groups, for
more men in the ibrnry profcssion. "Weat we need", he snid, "is -
good will, and thc int ClllgCnCG to impicment it. As St, Paul said,
"We must b 2ll things to all mon' -~ if we can convert them". The
temptation is great to quo*c indefinitolyg but this is not the ‘
placc. Do, though, rcad the whole thing or you will miss a jcwcle

Priday evening Archibald Mzclcish, distinguished poet and
Librarian of Congrcss, gave a spccch "howard an Intcllectual
Offensive." It was sad to have to leavc the confercnce without
hearing it, but Nova Scotia was too far from Mllwaukce for people
to stay who had to be back on Monday, so therc was no alternative
but to depart and sigh. Porhaps next year in Torgnto PP Ons
of the interesting points brought out in the publi+dhed speech,
however, wag this:

"ars arc won by thosc who mcan to win them, not by those
who intend %o avoid losing thom, and victories are gaincd
by thosc who strike, not by those who Parcys

o
‘5“ ‘Krrﬁ‘\’e" ‘Y:;_ &

SIS



B

"¢ city of lecarning ~ or so it scems to ms ~ oan be dcfonded
in this war only as the city of freedom can b defendcd: by
attack... And unless we arc rsady now or very soon to bring
the battle to our encmics and ovorcome thom - to strikc down
ignorance where ignorance appcars - to fly bur flag of truth
and reason highcr than our snemies can cut it down - w cannot
win this war within thes war on which the outcome of the war
1tsclf deponds."

Marion Gilroy

Mount Szint Vincent School of Library Scisnce

Since 1938, Mount Saint Vincent Collcge has beon offering
courscs leading to the degrse of Bachclor of Science in Library
Sciencs, conferrcd on thosc who have successfully comploted thirty
gemester hours of worke The aim and 1deal of the School is to
attract and develop women capable of bocoming leaders in the library
profcgsion. It offers a basic ome-ysar gencral coursc in library
methods and techniques, and gives such training as will fit studcnts
for professional servicc in publie, collegc, and school libraricsa.

Th¢ requircments for admission zrce

1. An approved Bachslor!s degrcc from a recognized collcgec
or university.

2, Reading knowlcdgc of French or German. A knowlcdgs of
both languages is strongly adviscd,

3¢ A Teasonable facility in the use of the typewriter.

4. The posscssion of porsonal qualificatioms, such as, ability
to make contacts, accuracy, reliability, responsibility,
and the spirit of service that will maké for success in
library worke

Tierec are probably those who wonder why another library school
is needed, where applicants arc to be found, and wherc, when
trained, %hey are to be placed? These arc but somc of the gqucstions
on which wc also pondered before we notifisd the Buord of Education
for Librarianship of the Amcrican Library issociation of our dcsire
to qualify for ascerediting, We think that woe have satisfactory
answers to these quericss

In a report to the Carnegic Corporation omn library schools,
Dsan Williamson adviscd the filling of cxisting schools to capacity
before establishing new ones, unless there were a lack of training
agoncics 1in certain areas, Surely such a lack exists in the
Maritimesé But why should we, tho youngest of thc colleges hers,’
be so rash as to undcrtake the work? Though thc College 1s young,
the Community of which Mount Saint Vincent is the Mother Housec
will in 1949, cclebrate the centenary of the arrival of the firat
four Sistcrs from New York. ©Some two thousand have followed in
the footsteps of thosc pionsers and houscs of the Order arec now
to be found in provinces of C-nada from the Atlantie to the Pacifio,
and in Massachusctts, Now York, New Jersey, and the State of '
Washingtons The Sisters arc loboring in somoc cighty~cight educa-
tional cstablishments of various typss, in seven hospitals, and in
about the samc number of charitable institutions and social service
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centrese In all thesc, books and libraries arc playing an incroas-
ingly important part and the demand for properly trained peoplc to
carry on this work has grown proportionatély. The cost of sending
away, to widely scattcrcd library schools, the large number
rcquired was prohibitivc, and in thesc war times, impossible., So
it seemcd wiscr to make an cnduring invcestment in g school of our
own which could continue to train the members of our Order as they
werG nceded. Alrcady two other Rsligious Orders in the Maritimes
have socnt Sistcers herc for thc coursc. Thus we have two sources
of supply where: only those bost fitted will be chosen to prcpare
for definite posatlons awaiting thom.

Furthermors, we have a third source from which to drsw students
since there is an inercasing intercst in the work among our own
graduates and those of other collegss. Certainly the future holds
exciting possibilitics for librariang especially in Canada where
1ittle more than the segcoast of the library has besn 6xXplored and’
the fow blazed trails point the way to new torritory, ncw outposts,
wherc horizon follows horizon. Few othcr social agencies, it
would seam, can anticipatc so widesprcad an opportunity for genersal
6Xpansion or so grcat a development of cducational services in the
days ahcad as can thce libraries if they makc rcady now., We fecl
it is 2 privilegse to help to preparc leaders in thc movemente.

Mr, Charles E. Rush has dcscrlbcd the librarian of thes futurc
as "an intercsting compositc, having meny of the qualifications
of a sociologist, psychologlst tcachor, historian, bibliographer...
With changing oonccptlons of valucs and ohjcctives there must coms
& more competont leadcrship, oxhibiting strength of character,
intellectual curiosity, cnthusiastic vision, forceful personality,
administrative ability and freedom from produdlce and tradition".

It is a far cry from the training necessary to prepare this
paragon to that outlincd by Melvil Dewey in the establishment of
the first School of Library Economy at Columbia College in 1887.
Instruction was condensed intc a2 single guarter, and an opportunity
for a tw~year apprenticcship was offered to those who could afford
the time. A4s an cxcuse for the brief training, Mr. Dewey roemarked
that many librarians have started carssrs with only the help
gained by visiting some wellerun library for = day or perhaps a
week, or by attendlng the mcetings of some library assoclationi
HmNevcr smong admission requiremcnts hc stresscd good moral
charactor, suf ficient natural fitness, ability, and ceducation to
take the coursc creditablye

Three yecars latcr, in 1890, Dr, E, C. Richardson, anticipating
Mr. Rush's paragon, gave as his idea of the necessary equipment
for g librarian, a knowledge of all mechanical details from A. to
Inzard; a widc knowlcdgc of languages - L~ tin, Greek, Hcbrew,
English, French, Gorman, Italian, Spanish, at the very leﬂst with
a practlcal Pnowlcdge of at least a dozen morec; 2 thorough and
cosmopolitan know]cdge of Encyclopedia, thcrature History and
Bibliography; snd = thorough business prcparationu.

Today library training is still in its formative stage, and
in the present critical period the nature and objcectives .-
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of library schools are undorgoing scarching cxamination. It
scemed wiscst for us to chart 2 middls coursc betwecen the tradi-.
tional form and pattern and the rcscarch type of study. We 2lso
decidcd on qualifying as a Typs II rather than Type III school,
recquiring a B.A., degree as our first entrance recquirement. There
secns to be a strong movenont on foot toward a four ycar under-
graduats coursc of unificd and carefully outlined work on the
principlc that by this spreading of library courses, students
would not b rushed through thoir training, but would rather gain
perspeetive and o lasting disciplines We, on thc other hand, feel
thet though a degrce does not always guarantecec a satisfactory
géneral education, the basic preparation of four years in s liberal
arts college is desircble for students who wish to acquire the two
outstanding qualitics of 2 librarian - a knowlcdgse of books and
peoplc., Sincc the Sigtcrs will largely have to got their training
through summer schools, they will have the year betweon for
practicc, expsrimenta tlon and study; so that the unavoidebls
sprcadlng of the coursecs w111 be to thelr advantage.

A froquent criticism is that library training has savored too
nuch of the vocational school and apprenticc class, offering too
1ittle of a truc professional tecaching agency centerlng on creative
and reflective thought. It has turned out what Archibald Macleish
calls "mere check-boys in the cloak room of culture", We realized
that if we were to avoid this "dry-as-dust" training, we would
necd to broaden our scope, eémphasize¢ fundamontal subjects, apply
. principles rather than difficult procecdurc, adapt learning
facilities to the needs of individuals, and offer opportunities
for intellectual growth. By so doing We hopc to prepare librarians
who realize "that a library is not an end in itself but a means
to many snds, and they nust be ready to offer lcadership in adapt-
ing and intcgrating the functions of the library with those of
other cducational and social agenciese Such a carscr demands the
fullest possible development of personal ability and sociael
understgnding."”

All aceredited library schools arc now affiliated with degrec
granting colleges and universities, In 1936, Mr. Munn repcated
this criticism: "In all too many cases, the connection between
library school and university is one of official recognition only;
in few cases has the library school becoms part of the actual
fabrie of the university."” But here is where the small collcegc
has the advantage. A4t the Mount there is closc intecgration
between the library and the various departments; asnd students in
the Library School have constant opportunity for translating theory
into practice. They assist with the aoctual cataloging, classifying,
and filing of the College and Acadcmy libraries; preparc exhibits;
answer reference questions and make bibliographicss not merely for
the PFaculty, but for other librariesy give book talks to Academy
pupils; and havc e variety of expcriencc in circulation work and
book seélection for the public in the Mount Lending Library which
supplics books and a reader's advisory service to children, young
people, and adults of thc surrounding villagcse. In this way the
blg gap between library school, and active, efficient library
scrvice is partially bridged. Moreovsr, attendance at leetures
musicales, dramatic performances, and a va@iety of social functions
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which form an importﬂnt part of 1ifc in e small collcgc is also
an cducation, giving an apprecistion of the Fine Arts, and a
training in the amenities of 1lifc.

By all thcse mcans, we hope to cducate the 1librarian of the
future, who, to quote Mr. Rush oncc morc, "will be mcasured by the
degrac with which her library providces intcllectual stimulation
and liberalizing culturc, looking to a bettcr undecrstanding of
lifers problems and joys. Her most important duty will be to live
helpfully.” W¢& trust that shc will be 2 lifclong crusader in the
war on ignorance, boredom, narrowness, prejudice, ond various
forms of "tyranny ovcer the minds of rmen."

Sistcer Francis de Salcs

Mary Catherine Macdonald

The Maritime librarisns who attendcd the M. L, A. Conference
at Antigonish during the summer of 1937 will romember wcll our
gracious hostess, Miss Mary Cathcrinc Moccdonald, then librarian
of St. Francis Xevier University, and will rcgret her p3381ng at
Antigonish on the £5th of last June after morc than a year's
illncss. Miss Macdonald had beon associatced with St. Francis Xavicr
since 1919. We quotc from an editorial in The Halifax Chronicle:
"It was Miss Mscdonald who knew thc students as no other membsr
of the university staff cver could. It was to her they came for
guidancc and assistance in the reading and research which forms so
largc 2 part of the years spcent in study at the university. Out
of her deep understanding and wide culturc Miss Macdonald occupicd
a truly vital part in the 1lifc of =2 grcat university."

Not only in her home town and in the library she served so
faithfully will Mapy C. Macdonald bc greatly nmissed; shc will lcng
be remembered and rcgretted in thosc circles of the Maritimes
where the mcembers of her profession meet for conferencc, She
joined the M. L. A. in 1935, snd thereaftcr she did not miss an
annual conferencé until her illness camé upon her. She always
gavc hearty expression to her interest in the organization, and in
ites quarterly Bulletin, to which she was an occasional and valusd
contributor. The mcmory of her strong, sincere 1life devoteld to
happy oendsavor in the scrvice of education will long remain with us,

A New Library at Sandy Cove, Na: B,

On Tuesday, July 28, a2 new public library in a new and
beautiful building was formally opened at Sandy Cove, N.S. The
suggestion that this village have a library of its own came
first in 1935 from Miss Treeman, a New York lady who was spending
the summer at this favorite scaside resort. Miss Treeman dicd )
that same year, but a libraricn of Philadelphia, Miss Emily Taylor,
took up the project and during her annual summer visits pursusd
it with enthusiasm and success, The library was first kept in

.privatd houscs, but as it continucd to grow thc people of Sandy
Cove decided to g:vc it a home of its own, and a suitaBlc
building was erected by Balfour Specht of Barton. Mrs. B. F. Moors,



librarian of Moncton ¥ublic Iibrary —w=xfcs Shat shce visited the
library and was thoroughly chamcd, Thc school is next door, sho
says , and both buildings arc on o hill oveviooking the watcr,

The library has 1400 books, is well furnisncd with easy chairs

and small tablcs, has an opcn fircplacc, and is opcn to the public
two days o wocke

It is rcportcd that Barton and Piymptorn, both in Dighy
County, also havc public Iibrarics.
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Notcs and Pcrsonals

Miss Nore Britcson and Miss Illarion Gilroyv atitcnded the Ae L. A
Conference at Milwaukcs in Junc.

Rev, Sister Prancis de¢ Sales, whosc article on the Mount St,.
Vincent School of Library Scicencc appears in this issuc of tho
Bulletin, also attondcl the IMilwaukec Confcercnec,.

Dr. Ge R. Lomer, McGill Universiiy Librerian and Miss Gracc
Reynolds, a msmber of his steff, hove compiled the following:
Prcliminary List of Nawmss for Tiwc Dirvecthory of Cznadian Libraricse
Thougi: 1725 nameés erc listced Dr, Tomcr writces that in 211 proba-
bility the compilers will proessd to rnakxs o complcher list this
winter, and that an =nnual ligt, not possibvlc now, would bc ideal.
The work was underssken nndsy the auspizeg of ths Cunadian Library
Councile

The Editeor of the M. L. A. Bullstin, Mrs. Mary Xinley Ingraham,
on sugust First complctcd twsnty~five vears of service as
librarian of Acadia University.

Mrs. Bsrdia F., Moore, librerian of Moncton Pudlic Library, writcs:
"We keop busy. Tast month 10L army scrvice mcn took out cards.™
Mres Moore writes further that the Library givss thése soldisrs
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morG than book service; it helps them to plam trips, to find
apartments, =nd to take advantagec of cultural opportunities in
ths Cithb

Miss Jeen C, Gill, Librarian of the Tsglslative and Public
Library at Charlottetown, P.E.I., writes us hopefully about her
work. The circulation ig not so large ag herctofore, doubtless
because a general library has rccently been eastablished at the
R,4.F. Airport, and alse a Beereational Library at the head-
quarters of the Conadian Licgion. Miss Gill sarly in thc summer
had on display in the Livrary under her care twelve war maps
preparsd by the Porcign Policy Association. The public showed
great intercst.

Thers were 35 rssponses Lo our request in the last issue for a vote
ratifying the constitution of the Canadian Library Council.and for
the appointment of Miss Nora Batcson as our roprssentative.

All voted in the affirmative on both issues,





