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TXE FOURTH ANYUAL CONFERENCE 

The Fourth Annual Conference of the Maritime Library In s t i t u t e  w i l l  
convene a t  Charlottetown, P.E.I., June 22-23. The Island w i l l  look i t s  love- 
l i e s t ,  and the  programme promises entertainment t h a t  w i l l  surely  re f resh  the  
souls of t i r e d  l ibrar ians .  Let us have a large attendame. Will those who 
wish hot'el reservations please wri te  b4r. Branwell Chandler, Super intendent 
FVince Edward Island Libraries, Charlottetown, P.E.1. 

PR 0GRAbD.E 
FOR THE FOURTH ANNUAL CONFZRENCE OF THE 

h R W I T  IIE LIBRARY INSTITUTE 

June 22 

a.m. 9:30 - 12:30 

p.m. 2:00 - 4:30 

Registration, minutes, reports, e tc ,  

Miss Teresa Sears - "The Place of ' ~ ~ h l e t s  i n  t he  Libraryt' 
Symposium on Reading Interes t6  - l i s s  Eugenie Archibald, 

Chair-. 
Miss Vaughan ( s t ,  ~ohn): .  What people read i n  a large tuwn 
U s s  G i l l  (charlottetown: What people read i n  a small town 
Nrs. Robert Donahoe (souris ): T h a t  people read i n  the  

country 
Others 

V i s i t  t o  Keppoch Beach, Charlottetown Harbour 

Address of Welcome - Hon, Nark R. MoGuigan, Minister of 
Education 

Motion p ic ture  - "The Making of a Bookn 
bliss Doreen Rarper - "Government Document Holdings i n  the 

Libraries of t h e  Maritime Provincesn 

June 23 

a.m. 9x30 - 12:OU. Miss Dorothy Cullen - "The Seleotion of Books f o r  Childrentt 



June 23 (continued) 

a.m. 9:30 - 12:M) Open Forum 
Suggested topics:  Publici ty fo r  the l ib ra ry  

A union catalogue for  the Maritime Provinces 
Book agents and book buying 

Tour: Charlottetown t o  Summerside t o  Borden and re turn 

Womens f Ins ti tu t e  Convent ion 
Dr .  Kingsley Roberts, N. Y. Cooperative League of U.S.A. 

"Cooperative I$!edicine" 

THE l!ACDONALD B!.E2SOR IAL LIBRARY 
WOUSIE UNIVERSITY, HALIFAX 

by 
M. Josephine Shannon 

Dalhousie University was founded i n  1818, but owing t o  lack of funds nally 
years passod away before it was so l id ly  established and able t o  do the work for  which 
it was intended. During t h i s  ohoquered period when the  old stone building on the 
"Grand Parade", the or iginal  homo of Dalhousie, was used by turns as  a museux, a . 
post-office, a cholera hospital ,  and f o r  various other purposes, there  was, 9.f course, 
no quostion of a l ib ra ry ;  but oven when the  College was reorganized i n  1863 and 
r ea l l y  began i t s  notable career, a l ib ra ry  was s t i l l  wanting. With so many other ways 
of using i t s  slender income there  was l i t t l e  t o  spare fo r  books. 

According t o  the University Calendar, the  Library was founded i n  1867, 
"as the  r e su l t  of an appeal made by the Rev. George M. Srant," but the response was 
evidently neither very enthusias t ic  nor very generous. An old student of the l a t e  
eighteen-seventies r eca l l s  t h a t  "there wns a small l ib ra ry ;  not many books t ha t  a 
youngster of s ixteen or seventeen care- read. f remcl;lberBn he says, "Uilmants 
h i s to r ies ,  the Koran, a Sunda a t  Home or a book of tha t  stamp. Prokessor De Millc 
was l i b r a r i an  a x p t  t a  T+-- on the books taken out - not a hard job a t  a l l . "  Professor 
Do bfille was professor of his tory and rhe tor ic  a t  Dalhousie and the  somewhat dis-  
tinguished author of sundry novels and several  once popular books for  boys, Things 
were l i t t l e  be t t e r  i n  tho ea r ly  years of the next decade. D r .  El iza  Ritchie, one of 
the  f i r s t  and most distinguished women graduates of Dalhousie, used t o  t e l l  of tho 
d i f f i c u l t y  the students had t o  ge t  the required books, and of the kindness of the  
various professors i n  lending them t h e i r  own personal copies. 

Some improvement came i n  1887 when the College - it had not ye t  learned t o  
c a l l  i t s e l f  a universi ty - moved t o  a now home on Carleton S t ree t ,  f o r  a spacious 
room was assigned t o  the Library and the  col lect ion began t o  grow. In 1889 a young 
professor, f u l l  of t a len t ,  f u l l  of enthusiasm fo r  h i s  profession, came t o  Dalhousie 
t o  f i l l  the Chair of English language and l i t e r a tu re .  He real ized more c l ea r ly  than 
myone e l s e  the importance of the Library and i t s  needs, and s e t  t o  work i n  a p rac t ica l  
fashion t o  improve i t s  condition. Bkny of the  books s t i l l  on the  shelves of the 
Library bear on t he i r  bookplates tho inscr ip t ion  "Presented t o  the  Library from tho 
proceeds of n se r i e s  of lectures  on Shakespeare by D r .  A. hkcMechan." He not only 
gave books himself, but he inspired the various c lasses  t ha t  passed through h i s  hands 



with the  des i re  t o  do likewise, and some of tho nos t  valuable referenoe books on tho 
shelves came from t h i s  souroe. Many other people have been generous t o  t he  Library. 
Somo have given books and some money - even large  sums of money - but, on t he  whole, 
lone have done more than he t o  fo s t e r  i t s  growth and t o  enr ich the  co l lec t ion  through 
h i s  wide knowledge and f i n e  t a s t e ,  Although the  Library bears t he  name of kcdona ld  
hlemorial from the  f i n e  old Scotchman who conforred such d i s t i nc t i on  on Dalhousie, 
and who bequeathed $2,000 t o  tho Library, it is scarcely l e s s  a memorial, though 
unnamed, of t h e  l a t e  Dr .  h;IacEochan. , 

The University moved again i n  1915, t h i s  time t o  a beau t i fu l  s i t u a t i o n  on 
the ou tsk i r t s  of tho c i ty .  One of the f i r s t  buildings erected here was the  Macdonald 
lkmorial  Library, a p la in  but a t t r a c t i v e  edif ice  i n  the  Georgian s ty le .  As soon as  
it was occupied, t he  books wero a l l  re-catalogued by the Library of Congress system. 
Tho stacks were not wholly completed u n t i l  1930. They a re  of marble and s t e e l  through- 
out and a r e  absolutely f i reproof .  The chief fea tu re  of the  Library building is the 
Reading Room, a s t a t e l y  apartment with great  fireplaces a t  e i t h e r  end. I t s  long 
harmonious l ines  a r e  f u l l  of grace and dignity.  Low bookcases, intended t o  hold the  
reference col lect ion,  run along the walls. During t he  session t he  room is f i l l e d  with 
students and there  are  few among them who do not appreciate the  charm of t h e i r  
surroundings, Yet those from outside the  c i t y  never r e a l l y  see the  room a t  i t s  best .  
In  summer when t he  sunlight  f a l l s  s o f t l y  through the  green of the  waving t r ee s  out- 
side,  l igh t ing  up t he  p o r t r a i t s  on the walls  and bringing out t he  gay colours of t he  
bookbindings, and when through the open windows there  s t e a l s  t he  perfume of new-mown 
grass,  there  is a wonderful atmosphere of peace and beauty about it most appealing t o  
the  chanoe soholar who comes t o  browse among the  books. 

It would be impossible i n  t h i s  b r ie f  sketch t o  speak of a l l  the  events i n  
t he  h i s to ry  of the  Library, or  t o  enumerate a l l  the  g i f t s  t ha t  have been showered 
upon it, beginning with t he  generous benefactions of the  Carnegie Corporation of New 
York and the  Rockefeller Foundation. But there  a r e  two deserving of spec ia l  mention. 

In  1928 Judge Patterson of New Glasgow, together wi th  h i s  t h r ee  s i s t e r s  and 
a brother, founded t h e  Rev. Goorge Patterson, D. D. Travell ing Library i n  memory of 
t h e i r  fa ther .  This was a very important event i n  t he  h i s to ry  of t he  Library, fo r ,  a s  
H consequence, i t s  usefulness ceased t o  be morely local  but becano extended t o  cover 
a l l  the Maritime Provinces, thus influencing the  l i f e  and thought of people i n  remote 
and i so la ted  places, Last year twenty-four boxes, each containing t h i r t y  books, were 
sent  out and received an eager welcome from hungry readers starved f o r  good l i t o r a tu ro .  

In 1933, Dr .  Y ? i l l i a m  I ng l i s  Morse of Cambridge, hlassachusetts, began a 
succession of g i f t s  which have grea t ly  enriched t he  Library. Valuable books, r a r e  old 
p r in t s ,  maps and pic tures ,  precious manuscripts and l e t t e r s  came from t h i s  generous 
f r i end  of the  University. A spec ia l  room was s e t  as ide  t o  house these  t reasures ,  and 
D r .  Morse provided i t s  e n t i r e  furnishings: table ,  chairs, bookcases, even wastapaper 
holders, a l l  of so l i d  mahogany. One of h i s  l a t e s t  g i f t s  was a co l lec t ion  of old 
Bibles, prayer books, e tc , ,  made by the noted English bookbinder, Douglas Cockerell, 
and bought from him by Dr.  Morse f o r  about $3,000. The chief value of t he  books l i e s  
i n  t h e i r  ra re  and beaut i ful  old bindings, s o w  by French and I t a l i a n  binders of the  
s ixteenth  and seventeenth centuries,  and others by the  famous English bookbinders such 
as Samuel Mearne and Roger Payne. 

Such i s ,  i n  br ief  out l ine ,  the h i s to ry  of the  Ehcdonald Memorial Library up 
t o  t he  present time. It is a f a r  cry from the  days when the  Library consisted mainly 



of I,!ilmants works, the Koran and the Sund~y a t  Home t o  tho present day when the stacks - 
house a f i ne  collection of over f i f ty - three  thousand volumes. But the history i s  not 
ended, I t  i s  s t i l l  being made, and who can say what the next twenty-five or t h i r t y  
years may have t o  record. 

T!HAT ABOUT RURAL LIBRARIES? 

By Bramwell Chandler, M. A. 
Suporinkindant Prince Edward Island Libraries 

Tho f r ee  public l ib ra ry  i s  a t r u e  native of the North American Continent. 
Yet, i n  common with mny soc ia l  services,  it has a s t i f f  f i gh t  for  an  adequate sharo 
of the public purse, and i s  usually one of the f i r s t  t o  be h i t  by so-called eoonomy 
measures. Evon the woalthiest c i t i e s  i n  Canada and the United States h v e  a struggle 
t o  cet  enoueh new books and replace old ones as  they wear out. The l a t e s t  f igures 
available f o r  Canada show t h a t  our per capi ta  cost of public l i b r a r i e s  i s  18 cents 
a year,-- l ess  than 2 per cent of the cost of public schools, and about 10 per aent of 
the cost of univers i t ies  and colleges. The United States  spends 37 aents a year per 
capita for  l ibrary service. A dol lar  a year per capi ta  i s  accepted as  a reasonable 
figure fo r  good l i b ra ry  service. 

The American Library Association estimates that  forty-five mill ion Americans 
a r e  outside the reach of publio l ib ra r ies .  Also tha t  of 3100 counties i n  the United 
States  less  than 300 have county-wide l ib ra ry  service* That means tha t  most of these 
forty-five mill ion Americans a re  r u r a l  people. In Canada the  story i s  more serious. 
About 78 per cent of the population of t h e  Maritime Provinces a re  ru ra l  people. Out 
of 36 counties 3 have county-wide l i b ra ry  service. These three spend only 25 cents 
per capita a year. 

Significant are  the  comparisons made above between Canada's expenditures 
on l i b ra r i e s  and colleges. The amount spent on public l i b r a r i e s  i s  one-tenth of the 
cost of univers i t ies  and colleges. In  other words, i n  a country committed t o  a 
democratia form of society we have the  old a r i s toc ra t i c  view of education, giving 
every opportunity t o  the  few, while denying t o  tho great  mass of our people, young 
and old, the heritage of a c iv i l i za t ion  b u i l t  up by the common e f f o r t  of a l l .  How 
can such a policy, i f  the  s i t ua t ion  can be dignified by t h a t  term, produce other than 
e v i l  resu l t s  f o r  our country, as already evident i n  our lack of po l i t i ca l  cohesion, i n  
the increasing provincialism of the Canadian i n  r e l a t i on  t o  h i s  fellow countrymen and 
the  r e s t  of the  world as well, i n  his  a t t i t ude  toward music, a r t ,  and most forms of 
culture generally* It surely should be apparent t o  us a l l  t h a t  democratic principles 
nust be applied t o  our educational and cu l tura l  l i f e  i f  we a re  t o  survive as  a nation. 

In the midst of the Canadian desert  l ib ra r ians  can but look with envy on the  
proposals now before Congress fo r  Federal grants-in-aid of l i b r a ry  service f o r  r u r a l  
areas i n  the United States. Two mill ion dol lars  has been asked fo r  next year, four 
mill ion fo r  t he  year a f t e r ,  s i x  million for  each of the  succeeding three years, t o  be 
allocated t o  the s t a t e s  i n  proportion t o  the rura l  population. The Now York TIMES 
comments on t h i s  as  "one of democracy's best  insurance policies". 

Granted the need fo r  rura l  l i b r a r i e s ,  the  question most commonly asked is  - 
W i l l  ru ra l  l i b r a r i e s  work? The answer i s  enthusias t ical ly  - Yes. As we come t o  the 



end of t h e  f i f t h  year  of opera t ion  of the Pr ince  Edward Is land L ib ra r i e s  we can say  
without r e se rve  t h a t  our people know t h a t  l i b r a r y  se rv ice  i s  worth while  and t h a t  it 
i s  worth paying f o r  by t h e  community. Based on our c i r c u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  f o r  l a s t  
year  t h e  f a c t  a r i s e s  t h a t  th ree  books per c a p i t a  were read ,  and nine books f o r  each 
r e g i s t e r e d  reader .  I n  a r u r a l  a rea ,  moreover, c i r c u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  much too  
conservat ive.  For example, i n  one branch l i b r a r y  a man canes i n  on Saturday evenings 
wi th  an  empty s u i t c a s e  and re tu rns  t o  h i s  community w i t h  a load of books presumably 
f o r  h i s  family, as t h e  books a r e  checked out  on t h e  r eade r ' s  cards  of h i s  numerous 
chi ldren ,  while  a c t u a l l y  t h e  books a r e  passed from family t o  family through t h e  d i s -  
t r i c t .  A s tudy of t h i s  type of "bootleg" c i r c u l a t i o n  i s  being made a t  present ,  and 
the  r e s u l t s  so f a r  have been q u i t e  cheering. 

Women's I n s t i t u t e s ,  s tudy clubs and schools,  and i s o l a t e d  ind iv idua l s  p resen t  
ai constant  and clamoring demand f o r  books. The c i r c u l a t i o n  of books i n  r u r a l  schools 
' n  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  months of 1938 has j u s t  doubled t h a t  of the  same period i n  1937. 

c lose ly  in t eg ra ted  regional  l i b r a r y  can a l s o  be a r a l l y i n g  poin t  f o r  nany 
c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  r u r a l  communities. Givon the  organiza t ion  and i t s  evory day 
contac t  with t h e  community, many developments a r e  poss ib le  t h a t  otherwise would be 
impract icable,  or a t  l e a s t  much handicapped. Through t h o  Library Headquarters it has 
been poss ib le  f o r  t h e  Adult Eduoation League t o  put  over i n  a remarkably s h o r t  t ime a 
s tudy group programme of r u r a l  s e l f -he lp  on cooperat ive problems fol lowing the  p a t t e r n  
of t h e  St .  Francis  Xavier Universi ty Extension Department, and on farming methods. 
Yiith t h e  Headquarters a s  admin i s t r a t ive  cen t re  c l o s e  contac t  has been kept  i n  t h e  p a s t  
two years  w i t h  over 300 study groups involving some 4,000 members. A v i t a l  pamphlet 
c o l l e c t i o n  was organized, and each branch keeps a she l f  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  books and 
magazines needed by study clubs.  To these  people t h e i r  branch l i b r a r y  has a n  immediate 
and urgent value which they  w i l l  no t  now forego. With near ly  30 c r e d i t  unions es tab-  
l i shed  and o ther  cooperat ive a c t i v i t i e s  i n  prepara t ion ,  t h e  importance of study group 
work increases .  During t h e  next  month t h e  l i b r a r y  bookmobile w i l l  be parked t h r e e  o r  
four  evenings a week ou t s ide  community h a l l s  o r  dimly l i g h t e d  schoolhouses. 

A s t a r t  i n  v i s u a l  educat ion was made during t h e  p a s t  winter .  Beginning 
p r i m r i J y  a s  a means of providing i n t e r e s t i n g  v a r i e t y  t o  meetings i n  r u r a l  c o m u n i t i e s ,  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  developing i n t o  a valuable se rv ice .  It  i s  planned t o  bu i ld  up a l i b -  
r a r y  of f i lms l ides  which w i l l  be l e n t  on t h e  same terms a s  books, t o  community argani- 
zat ions  such a s  Farmerst and Women's I n s t i t u t e s ,  schools  and study groups. Theso 
organizat ions g e t  together  t o  purchase a f i l m s l i d e  p ro jec to r  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The 
National Parks Bureau has made t h e  l i b r a r y  a depos i tory  f o r  i ts  motion p i c t u r e  f i lms ,  

Other plans which t h e  l i b r a r y  might we l l  undertake include a t r a v e l l i n g  a r t  
d i sp lay  s imi la r  t o  t h a t  worked out  by t h e  Extension Department of t h e  Universi ty of 
Alberta.  

The a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  r u r a l  l i b r a r y  must of necess i ty  be more genera l  than  
those of t h e  urban l i b r a r y ,  p a r t l y  because t h e r e  a r e  so many th ings  t o  be done wi th  
nobody t h e r e  t o  do them, and p a r t l y  because by reason of i t s  i n t e r n a l  organiza t ion  the  
r u r a l  l i b r a r y  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  f i t t e d  t o  do then. A t  any r a t e  our experience here 
has shown us t h a t  t h e  r u r a l  l i b r a r y  can nake t h e  p a t t e r n  of r u r a l  l i f e  r i c h e r  and more 
c o l o r f u l  and t h a t  it can adapt  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  needs of i t s  public  wi thout  lo s ing  i t s  
s tandard of e f f ic iency.  



THE LEGISLATIVE MJD PUBLIC LIBRmY 
AT CHARLOTTETOYiX, P.E. I. 

By Jean C. G i l l ,  Librarian 

The Legislat ive Library had i t s  beginning wi th  the  es tabl ishnent  of the 
Legislature of Prince Edward Is land i n  t he  t h i r t e en th  year of t he  re ign  of His &lost 
Excellent rjlajes$ King George the  th i rd ,  A. D. 1773, 

A l i b r a r y  i s  and a l m y s  has been an importnht adjunct of a Legislature. I t s  
growth vms a t  f i r s t  slow, and comprised only such books as  were necessary t o  conduct 
the  business of t he  Assembly with propr ie ty  and in te l l igence.  The Rector of St.  Paul 's 
Church served as  a Chaplain f o r  the  Legislature and a l so  acted fo r  nany years a s  
l ib ra r ian .  

The l i b r a ry  occupied several  rooms i n  the  Colonial Building where the 
Legislature meets every year, 

In  a repor t  of 1902, which covered previous years, the  l i b r a ry  showed con- 
s iderable  growth. Six hundred and for ty-f ive  books and pamphlets, mainly Government 
publications,had been added t o  t he  l ib ra ry .  New book-cases were obtained and tho 
rearrangement of books by subject  according to  t h e  decimal c l a s s i f i c a t i on  was ca r r i ed  
out. 

In  October, 1900, the Honourable Thomas Walker Dodd l e f t  a bequest of $3,500 
fo r  a Public Library. This, with t h e  accunulated i n t e r e s t ,  amounted t o  $5,000 by tho 
time the  l i b r a ry  was put i n t o  operation. 

In  Idly, 1905, a minute of Council was passed by t h e  Provinoial Government a s  
a r e s u l t  of t he  memorial submitted t o  them by t h e  t rus tees  of "The Dodd Library Trust" 
authorizing the  placing of the  Dodd boolcs and cases i n  the  present  Legislat ive Library 
u n t i l  such time a s  an outside public l i b r a r y  could be s t a r t ed  i n  Charlottetown. 

New book cases wore i n s t a l l e d  and some 300 volumes were purchased dealing wi th  
s c i e n t i f i c  works, h is tory ,  memoirs and works r e l a t i ng  t o  Canada. Quoting ?rc,m a cl ipp- 
ing of February 1906,- "The change i n  t h e  arrangement of the  rooms comprising the  
Legislat ive Library i s  almost completed. It i s  with s incere  pleasure t ha t  nany people 
look fonvsrd t o  t he  reopening of the  l i b r a r y  which w i l l  be ~ l o r o  g ra t i fy ing  because of 
the  increased value which the  addi t ion of the  Dodd Library w i l l  impart." 

In  bkrch, 1925, wo receivod a bequest of $2,200 f o r  tho buying of books. This, 
with t he  i n t e r e s t  of the  Dodd bequest, i s  our only source of revenue f o r  tho buying of 
books. The Legislat ive Library i s  nzaintained by a grant  from t h e  Provincial  Government. 
A t  t h a t  time our c i r cu l a t i on  fo r  t he  year numbered 20,649 books, averaging 1,720 books 
a month. 

A t  t he  death of LPs. Robert Harris i n  Zlarch, 1928, we received a very gener- 
ous bequest of $20,000 toviards t h e  building of a Public Library and A r t  Gallery, t o  be 
known as  the  "Robert Harris Nemorial Gallery". This was supplemented by grants of 
$10,000 f romthe  Government and t h e  City, who a l so  provided the  s i t e .  This was com- 
pleted i n  February, 1930. In  tho Art Gallery hang some f i f t y - f i v e  pic tures ,  the  .*mrk 
o f  the  l a t e  Robert Harris .  

We moved i n to  our new building March lo th ,  1930. We had a marked increase i n  
our c i rcu la t ion .  In 1931we gave out 42,000 books, an increase of 8,000 over 1930. 

In June, 1934, and pa r t  of July  we were closed f o r  renovation i n  order t o  have 
the  necessary equipment t o  aocommodate the  4,000 new books from the  Carnegie Library 
Demonstration. Of the  4,000 volumes 1,000 were children's  books. Since then we have 
been receiving a constant service  of books and have access t o  the whole col lec t ion.  

We opened on July 16th, 1934. Our c i r cu l a t i on  f o r  the  day numbered 310 books. 
It has s t e a d i l y  increased,- 1933: 53,971 books; 1934: 65,821 books (.June and p a r t  
of July closed). 

In  1934 we s t a r t ed  a new r e g i s t r a t i o n  and now we have almost 8,700 reg i s te red  
borrowers, 



The c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  year  1937 numbered 77,548 books; our monthly c i r c u l a -  
t i o n  averaged 6,462 books. I n  1936 our non-f it t G , m  c i r c u l a t i o n  was 27% of t h e  t o t a l  
c i r c u l a t i o n ;  i n  1937 it increased t o  3%. 

Our d a i l y  at tendance of pa t rons  f o r  r e ~ d i n g  purposes has g r e a t l y  increased,  
so  much s o  t h a t  t h e  need of a chi ldren ' s  room is apparent .  I n  our juveni le  department 
t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  year  1937 numbered 13,105 books, a s l i g h t  docroase over t h e  
previous year  which we f e e l  is  owing t o  t h e  crowded quar t e r s  mentioned above, and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  chi ldren  a r e  no t  r ece iv ing  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  they  should. 

Ve a r e  looking forward t o  making some a l t e r a t i o r s  t o  t h e  Library i n  the  way 
of moving our book s tacks  which w i l l  add g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  appearance of t h e  Library a s  
wel l  a s  give added space. 

The Library i s  open s i x  days of t h e  week a s  wel l  a s  two evenings. 
* . a * * * . . . . . . . . . .  

NOTES AND PERSONALS 

On March 16 l a s t  our  o l d e s t  a s s o c i a t e  member, Miss Adelaide P. F i t ch ,  passed 
away a t  her home i n  Sain t  John, N. B. During her long l i f e  &!is s F i t c h  had done ex- 
c e l l e n t  work a s  a w r i t e r .  The i n t e l l e c t u a l  development of t h e  LXaritime Provinces -6 

always near her  hea r t ,  and when t h e  b r i t i m e  Library I n s t i t u t e  was organized, she soon 
became one of i t s  members and gave it her devoted i n t e r e s t  u n t i l  her death.  

As we go t o  p res s  we a r e  s t i l l  unce r t a in  a s  t o  whether t h e  E.L.I. w i l l  be 
represented  a t  t h e  Annual Conference of t h e  Ontario Library Associat ion,  which meets 
a t  Toronto Yay 23 and 24. Mrs. John S tan f i e ld ,  our former Pres ident ,  formerly of Truro, 
N. S., and now of S t ,  Genevieve, Quebec, m i t e s  t h a t  it i s  poss ib le  she may a t t end .  

The S i x t i e t h  Annual Conference of t h e  A.L.A. w i l l  meet a t  Xansas City, Miss- 
ou r i ,  June 13-18, 1938. There w i l l  be keen d i scuss ion  of t h e  f e d e r a l  a i d  b i l l  now be- 
fo re  Congress, t h e  f i r s t  ins tance  of a b i l l  i n t e g r a t i n g  l i b r a r y  se rv ice  w i t h  a general  
program of education. 

Congratulat ions t o  1,Iiss Marion Gilroy of t h e  Public  Archives of Nova Scot ia .  
She has been awarded a Carnegie grant- in-aid f o r  1938-39 enabling her t o  spend a year  
i n  t h e  s tudy of Library Science a t  Columbia Universi ty.  Severa l  t imes r e c e n t l y  Bliss 
Gilroy has been heard on t h e  subjec t  of regional  l i b r a r i e s  i n  broadcasts  f r o n t h e  
Ha l i f ax  r ad io  s t a t i o n .  

- A copy of t h e  b r i e f  on l i b r a r y  needs submitted t o  t h e  Royal Commission on 
Dominion-Provinciall Rela t ions  by the  Ontario Library Associat ion has reached t h e  ed i to r -  
i a l  desk. We wish t h e  M.L.I. could a l s o  have prepared and submitted i t s  b r i e f  t o  t h e  

- Commission a t  i t s  hearings i n  Halifax,  Charlottetown, and Fredericton.  Some a t t e n p t  
was made a t  t h e  hearing i n  each, of t h e s e  c i t i e s  t o  b r ing  t h e  cause of t h e  l i b r a r y  s i t u -  
a t i o n  before t h e  commissioners, but  we f e a r  t h e  a t tempt  lacked co-ordination. This was 
inev i t ab le ,  a s  tho  membors of our Executive l i v e  long d is tances  a p a r t ,  and it rvas l a t e  
when they  were aroused t o  t h e  t a s k  by l e t t e r s  from t h o  s e c r e t a r y  of the  O.L.A. Some 
good was doubt less  e f fec ted ,  

We l e a r n  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a Library Club a t  Woodstock, N. B., under t h e  leader-  
sh ip  of Miss Georgia S t a r r e t t ,  L ibrar ian  of t h e  L. P. Fisher  Public  Library. 

A s t o r y  t e l l i n g  hour held on Saturday mornings a t  t h e  new S t ,  Croix Community 
Library a t  S t .  Stephen, N.B. f o r  c h i l d r e n  from s i x  t o  t e n  years  i s  proving a g r e a t  
success. 

Miss Mary Falconer,  of  t h e  Dalhousie Univers i ty  Library s t a f f ,  has broadcast  
from Hal i fax  r e c e n t l y  on ch i ld ren ' s  books. A new l i b r a r y  f o r  young people has been 
organized i n  Hal i fax  during t h e  winter .  

IFle a r e  glad t o  welcome hks. George C.  Roy of S a i n t  John, N.B., a s  a new assoc- 
i a t e  member of t h e  X.L.1. 


