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IETTER FROM THE EDITOR g 

Dear Members s 

I want to thank those of you who sent in matarial, 
unsolicited, for this issue of the Bulletin. 

Unfortunately, I have not had time this summer to 
contact all of your libraries, but I know that all kinds of 
interesting and exciting things have been happening in the 
libraries of the four Atlantic Prov:inces. 

"Plea se don't keep these events a secret. Other 
members want to hear about your new library building, staff 
changes and library progress. If you don't have time to 
write an article, send copies of newspaper clippings and 
annual report s, 

Stop right now, make a note of any news which should 
go in the next Bulletin, then send it off as soon as possible. 
Deadl i ne is November 151 

-~* * * 

APLA SCHOLARSHIP WINNER ------

The APLA Scholarship for 1961-62 has been awarded to 
Miss Alexandra Wawrzyszko, M. A. , University of Warsaw, who is 
studying at the University of Toronto Library School. 

Miss Wawrzyszko carne to Canada in 1957 and spent a 
year at Mt. St. Vincent College, N. S., studying the English ' 
language. During the following year, she assisted in the College 
library, then moved to Windsor, Ontario, where she worked as a 
medi ca l secretary. Last year she returned to Mt. St. Vincent 
Libr ary as circulation assistant. She is particularly 
interested in university and special libraries. 
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NOVA SCOTIA TEC H rc L COLLEGE 1I BRA,RY 

Bar bar a H r a;r :, Librarian 

If Yuri Gag r in h d been ab e to accept t h rO) i1 · t a t i n 
of t he Lie utenant Governor of Nova Sc ot in Augu )) t he re i~ 

no doubt but t ha t a group of Nova Scot ! Techn i ca l Col ge 
students would have gat hered at the t all wind ows i n 'th:!i r ne w 
l i br ary for a sight of t he spac hero. Thi~ new 11~ary 9 

occup ed gince June~ 1961)) i~ oppo~ite Government Hou~ and 
t a ke s i n t he top floor of the eWl) modern Admi i ~t rat on 
Building. 

The Librar.Y ~ on t he Bar r i ngt on Street eide )) lo ok ~ out 
upon Halifax Har bour-, whi ch ha s brought commer c a l wealth t o 
the city)) the impre s ~ive spf.r-es of St. Mary Ve BlS. ~ilica and st. 
Mat thew V8 Church, and t he ol de ~ Prote~ta nt Cemet er:r in Canada 

- St. Paul'8. Perhaps John Cooke )) Hali f ax arti~t j) c on~ide red 

thi~ view when he painted a mnal l panel in o i l~ for t he new 
libr ary. He . a sked to repre , ent t he invent ion of printing. 
The photograph of t hi s panel on t he cover of thi~ PLA Bulletin 
fail~ to convey t he glorio 8 col our whi c h ma ke the pa i nt ing 
~o charming. In.cident l ly j) t cf.ose ~ off a e hol e int 0 the 
librarians~ working area. 

It was on Decembe r 15, 19609 that Donald A. Redmond made 
hi~ f na l report a~ l i br ar i an of t he N. S. Tecm1i ca l Colle ge 
before aasumtng hi ~ new ppoint ment a s Seie ce Libr ri at the 
Undver-s t y of Kansas , Mr. Redmond had done out t anding wor k in 
Halifax and at the N. S. Tec hn i cal College)) where he wae i br a r i an 
from September, 1949~ and had buil t up the finest 'G echni c 1 library 
in the Atlantic Pr-ovdnce s for fourth and fifth year enginee r i ng 
student~, po~t-graduate engineer~ and resea r ch w o~k r 8. Mr. Redmond 
also initiated a cour~e in technical literat ure whi ch i. n ow being 
continued by Mrs. H. S. Heape, t he former Dor ee n Alley ,Sl M. A. s Engli~hj) 

U. B. C. 

Now with an enrolment of 300 ~udents and cla~ ~ e~ in chemtcaL, 
civil, electrical, mechand.caL, mining and met a llurgi ca l engineer-Ing , 
the N. S. Technica l Col l ege pr'opoee s to embra ce a new faculty - a 
School of Archit ect ure. The Di rector i6 Dougla ~ Shadbolt~ B. Arch.~ 

f ormer ly AB~ iRtant Profe~~or of the Sc 001 of - chltect ure , McGill 
University. 



It is an exciting period in the history of the N. S. Technical 
College, a time for the library staff to heed the Biblical injunction 
in Isaiah 54:2g "Lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes." 
Now for the first time the Library has a stack area close by - a 
stack area for little used but valuable material. Off the spacious 
reading room is an open shelf area for holdings which will eventuaLly 
reach 50,000 books. On top of these is the mezzanine which holds 
the extensive bound periodicals. In the south west corner is the 
abstract bar with many attractive tables and comfortable chairs. 
Truly this is a place where future engineers and architects will 
enjoy studying. 

* * * * * 

The following note was left for Miss Ruth McDormand, 
Supervisor of Branch Libraries, Cape Breton, by Mrs. G. A. 
Rogers, custodian of the North Sydney Branch Library: 

If IT\V filin v 

has ya bilin' 
Sing this to the sound 
0' the "Squid Jiggin' GroundII. 

0' this is the place where 
The catalogue cards gather, 
All neatly typed out, 
They're a jye to behold! 
There's gallons of AlIens, 
And bushels of Buffetts, 
And miles of Montgomeries 
Waiting around. 
01 Here's one by Grimm, it's a 398er, 
And a six forty-something 
On how to cook 'taters. 
How they got in here, 
Is anyone's guess, 
But they sure make IT\V filin' ·· 
a H••• of a mess! 

By Rogers (with apologies tor 
Hammerstein! ) 
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22 ND ANN L c FE NeE 

A. P. L. A.
 

The Atl ant i c Province"! Libr ary A~!'t elat.i on h 1d it!' 
22nd Annual C f e n ee at t o And v~-by he -Sa II No Ba ll an 
Sunday aftem oonll June 189 961 ll at 2800 omo There ere 
about 40 member fJ e.ent o 

Mro Laurie ll1~onll pre . de t j) we1cOl12d t he d elegat e ~ 

and present ed hi. re ort f or t he year- , He said th t during 
the year the APLA bad no been involve i a:ny oject as a 
group and t hat i t W8 . t he only A 9ociation which had n ot 
submitted a report to th CLA Inqui ry on Library Ser vice in 
Canada 0 He did mention t t Mar:w of the re ort s of sect i ons 
would cont a in informat i on r elative to library work i n the 
Atlantic Pravince ~ o The f ct that thi!'! ~sooiat1on had not 
~ubm1tted a repor-t , Mr o A1ll . on xpl ined j) wa ~ due to a 
breakdown in c ormmmf.cat .L ons at the executive 18 1. Once 
the need f or action wa rea1izedj) i t w q t oo lat e in the 
spring to start gat hering mater ial f or a l"'eport that would 
be of val ue o 

It wa~ moved by Mro ilkin~onj) seconded by M1 ~~ Ruth 
McDormand s t hat the APLA report t o t he CLA Lib ary Inqui ry 
ag soon as po ~ rlble so that its report might be incl uded in 
the final compilat i ono After consi derable dd seussdon, the 
motion was carried o 

The Treasurer v!':j Report showed a balance of 1019026 
in the ScholarMip Fund , and $286089 in the General Fund .. 

MiSg Shir l ey Eliott r eported on th At lant i c 
Provincee Checkli . She asked t hat membe rs have thei 
entries for the Che ckli~t in by the end of Januaryo Mi tl/q 

Elliott !=laid t hat APEC wished to cont inue wit h the Check1i !1t 
and asked for the view~ of t he A~~ociat i on about continuing 
ito In re spcnse , sever al membe r s spoke of their experd.ence s 
of t he va l ue of the Checkli~ . ~~ Lett!'f point ed out t he 
great amount of work put on the Checkllm; by Mi~ :'l Elli ott 
and sa i d that if it i~ t o be contdnued , the full cooperat i on 
of the member ~hip is needed ; The most important thing i~ 

to get the e ntrie s time and in the correct f'orm, '!he 
consensus of opinion :'l that t here !" no doubt bout the 
value of he Che ckll!'ft and that i t should be c tinued o 

The sident introduced Dr, George Brawn )' Edito in-
chief of t he Di ct i onary of Cllnadian Bi ogr aphy n prepar a 
tiono Dr-, Brown out :!ned the general plan of the Dict i onary 
and reported on the met hod~ of obtaining and prepa ng the entrie~~ 
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The JTesident reported that there had been only one appl i cant 
for the APLA Scholar ship for 1961-62. This candidat e had been 
int erviewed and approved by t he Ha i f ax Interview Board but not by 
the Awards Commit t ee. He suggested t ha the Asso ci at ion withhol d 
the announcement of an award for the present. 

Great concern wa s expr e s sed at the scarcity of applicant s 
in view of the fant astic need . It i s ironic that we • ave been 
able to raise the money for a Scholarship and have found so few 
candidates wiShirlg to take advantage of it. Miss Campbe l l out
lined the history of the Scholar ship and asked why we are f a i ling 
to att r act student s. 

Miss Lett s spoke of l a st year ' s winner , Miss Bertha Higgins, 
who will be at the N. S. Provincial Library next year. Mi s Higgins 
was one of the top students at the McGill .Library Sch ool last year, 
so we may feel that our 1960-61 Scholarship has adde d an excellent 
person to our ranks. 

Present recruit i ng methods were discussed. It wa suggested 
that perhaps a represent ative from the Association sh ou d go to the 
Un i ver si t i e s to t al k wit h student . Present methods ere mentioned; 
8. g. the Recruit ment programme of t he Halifax Library oci at i on; 
the programme at Acadia Universi t y. Father Cotter wondered whether 
removal of all r estrictions and conditions, e. g. requi r ing the 
succe ssf'ul, appli cant to work two ye rs i n one of tht: t l ant i c 
Provinces or to ref und the amount of t he scholarship, woul d help. 
This was discussed and the gener al fedl i ng was that i t 'Woul d not 
help. Miss Cull en asked whether n ot i ce s about the Schol ar hi p 
were sent out this year . M~s s Campbel l replied that they had been 
sent to Lf.br-ar-f.an e , Deans of women and some university students in 
residences. Mrs. McCormick expressed the view that inter est 'Would 
be aroused and applications would come in due ti me. Miss let t s 
emphasized the fac t that t he shortage of applicants for schol ar shi ps 
is not peculiar to the Atlantic Provinces but is ganer aL across 
Canada. 

It was felt t hat there is a need for more understandi ng of the 
job, that the type of work should be pUblicized to a gr eater extent. 
It was pointed out t hat leaflets are available for t h e who want 
them. It was str e ss ed t hat i t i s t he duty of every l i br a' an to 
make the profe s si on appear as att r act ive as possible t hr ough his 
or her own attitude. Hi s s McDormand mentioned that s Kat har i ne 
Mclennan, trustee of the Cape Breton Regional Library , had spoken 
to the graduating class of Sydney Academy on the advant age s of 
becoming a librarian. Mr. Wilkinson said that in his 0 i d an 
salaries in this area are not high enough to attract un ve si ty 
graduates to libr ary work. Miss Coult er felt that t he g owth of 
school libraries woul d re sul t in an incr ea se of int e i n library\ 
work in the fut ure. 
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Miss Clare sugge st d that \le rithhol d th.e ~chols.r ship 

this year and ee the money ( oY:' a pub 10 rslat1on~ p:l"ogramme 
to publicize the ofe ~ . Len, Mr a Wa ace .. tru., .e e of the 
llbert-We~morla nd-Kent Regions. l Libr s ugge"lte t hat we 
send interv1 rs t o val" ' .~ ce ..t r-a . M 1'>-" Let "·., d that 
the ,Associat i on c o d _ a . MUch ime a ~ L neeo s ~ r adi o 
and television.. b t at t he nm.ter· a,1 serrt.ed n 5t be of a 
high calibre. It wac: e to the inc oming xe c' ,, ' t o decide 
on the awarding of t he cl 0 r s i for ' 96 - "2 and on f uture 
plans for arousing t e:re ~1; .If the ofe.~ si 

Mrs o Mil d d MaclA "h.a.irman of the Norn:12 ating Committee, 
presented the repo of her Committe ch cm1~ly~ed of 
Mr. Don Gammon, M1g ~ Mona C am azd e . f' 0 T f 0: 1owing slate 
of officers was animo sly e cted by the membe r . s 

Pre sident ~ Mi 5'!'! Dorothy Cullen s Libl"'s.r1 a.. Prince j 

Edward Island Librar ''3~ lJ Char <rt 'cetown. 

Pa st-Pre ~iden 3 Mr . Laur-I.e 1iRons> Lfbr'ardan .. Mt. 
A 1 on Unive __ty.. SackviJ ' e ~ N. Ba 

Vice-Pro S o 

Vice-Pre ~ . for No Ba~ Do een Har r.. Libra r i an , 
St. J o _ c -ibTlu Sl St o John, 
e B!"'tm Mck a 

Vi ce - Pre s. for Po Eo I . ~ Miss l-lar .1 onsn oe.. Librarian, 
Prince of W Les Co eg .. Char ott et own. 

Vi ce- Pre . • for Newfound and 0 Miq<:f Ada La Green , 
Librarian, Memorial iva1"1'1 .....y of NewfoundT 

and , St a J0 ' s 

Seco-Treasurer s Mi",~ I sabe 1 Abemet r~ Sl Li br a r i an , 
Glace Bay Libra ry .. Glace B YSl N. S. 

Mr. Al1ieon t hen turned over t cha i r t o -CI1e in
coming Pre sfdent , Mi ~ s Do o'tn:r Cullen s who expre s : her 
appreciation of t he hOJ10ur c a\".if e r r-ed on her. She sa d t ffi t 
the member-s of the AM oci at i on would continue . 0 work together 
for the improvement of libr a Le s i gene r a l nd own 
region in part i cu r , She sta t ed that the As , 0 'i "t ion m ~t 

plan for a report f or the Co L. Ao Libr a:ry Inquiry nd t hat 
the r-epor-t s to be heard d ing t e f o l owing ee k might give 
us SOIl'e line of action . No de :'!nita t ime and : ce fo.· t he 
1962 Conferen ce had been "Jet but Mi '3S C " en hoped to be able 
to announce pl ans f 1" meetL'1g in r1ottet. t the Fall 
Executive meet i ng . 
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BOOKMOBILE SERVICE FOR WESTMORLA 0 COUNTY 

Ja.ne OLand ~ Br h Supervisor1 

In the Fall of 1960~ rural bookmobile service was b gun in 
Westmorland County~ New Brunswick. The area is b1l ingual ~ the new 
bookmobi l e carries equal quantities of French and English books , 
both adult and juvenile~ and for librarians it was vir gin 
t errit ory . 

Locating the stops was an exciting venture. Miss Gard i ner 
had provided a government map, two miles to the dnch , on which 
she had marked all the stops and j where necessary, had i dicated 
the colour of a school building. Here and there on the map she had 
also written the prevailing road conditions varying from "paved" 
to "Lmpaesab'Ie"; libad hill", etc. Dare one mention t hat between 
February and the first week in June one school had no change of 
books? The road was impassable the whole time , with snow then 
mud, and the local people got around on tractor and horse. On~ 

sheer determination got the bookmobile there in June! 

The pupils j particular~ the English j seemed to welcome the 
service. Our biggest worry was that. we had to ration books , 
especial~ picture books, calculating from the number of pupi l s 
in each school during the previous year how many books we were 
Lf.ke Iy to need in a week j in a day, and at a particular school. 
However, this situation gra.dually improved as more books were 
added to the collection and, of course, as books began t o come 
in again. 

We noticed that all the children j especially the French, at 
first sought books below their expected reading level. For this 
r-eason , .we insisted that the different grades vi'Sit the bookmobile 
in order. Some easy books for grades one to four were kept on a 
separate shelf as these were selected by the teachers of the 
different rooms. 

Of the 101 stops, 49 were at English schools, 6 were "adu.lz " 
st ops , and the rest were at French schools. Of the last group, a 
good two dozen proved to be bilingual and at these st op t he book
mobi l e was apt to look like a three-ring circus with one teacher 
wanting a French edition of "Bridge on the River Kwai " j a other 
wanting a mystery in English, another wanting pictures of South 
America and still another wanting something in French 0 11 re arded 
children. 
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Throughout the year we had t o discourage t e Fr en ch 
children from t aking Engli sh book !'! unle ss t hey had t ir 
t eacher-t i"l permi s s r.on , Hoseve r , we did encoura ge Eng l i~h 

children to t ake French book s , at Lea st the wr;r ~ imple ones 
that might add a r i et y to the r French Le seons , The t ea che r-s 
encouraged thiq t oo, and we c oul d often provide an Engli sh 
cOP,y of t he Fren ch book fo t e of t he teache~ . > 

Adventure s were f req e rrt , On one occasdon ~ f f 
member went .in to c o a ct a cir e lat i on ~li p f om t he ))rln~ 

cipal of a lar ge r e gi ona . chooL, Not r ea i zi ng tha t t he 
lock was br-oken , t he princi pa l cLosed the office d oor behind 
them, l ocking t em in. As t he door could not be tmlocke d 
from the i n s de , t he two W0100n were he Lpke sa , They t ried to 
attract at t ent 1 b t n o one came near. Aft e r ne ar an 
hour had pa s sed the pri c 1 » in desper at don, rang th~ 

fire alarm, then flagged a ea che r who ope ed the oor-, 
Amid much order ly marchdng , our ~aff member f l ed 0 her 
bookmobile! 

A freak l ock pr ovide d t hat bit of exc1tement , but 
freak weathe r provide d more. Who would be ll ve t hat, 
having drive f rom Monct<iil t o Sackv i lle in g or-Lone sunshfne , 
wi tl1 hardly a c l oud in the ~ky » me would be qt~and ed on 
the Tantramar Marshes for four hours in a blinding m'lowst orm. 
Once in it ther e wa s n o t urning ba ck for the r oad Wl!i~ 

effectively blocked by if qtuck" vehicle ~ . Whi l e waiti ng their 
turn to be towed out by the . owplow, the b oolanob i l e ~aff 

fared ve ry wel l - a propane hea t er , books, pa ked l unche s and 
space to move around . For t 0!'16 marooned in cars , a ~ rand e d 

bread truck did • exce l l e nt bUs:1rj es~o 

Because We !rt.mor land Courrty 1"'1 compar a t i ve ly az-ge , qome 
stops being over !'!eventy mil e s from Moncton, t here i ~ great 
variety in t he sce ne ry . One can col lect dr i ftwood and wa t ch 
the ferries at Cape Torment ine during lunch break , On other 
days, one might be in the mid st of a large t imber ~m. d at• 
Gallagher Ridge, or rol l i ng f a rm land at Ammono A bookmobi l e 
stop could be in t he broad e xpan se of the Memramcook Val l ey , 
a fishing village i ke Ca pe Spear-, a :mall t OWD9 or a resort 
area like Po t du Chene or Shed.i a c Cape. 

There i~ a l so varie t y i n ~chool building ~ ~ with lot ~ 

of one-room nch oo'Ls , In one s ch ool the t ea cher kept a l the 
library books in a spe cia l box YV '.'/0 the rat s won Qt get t hem. i'I 

Other sch oo.Ls were so modern ..ha.t t he bookmob Le !ft f f c oul d 
be invited int o t he t e a her~ ' kit chen s to he t their l un e s , 
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BULLETI N SRI EFS 

A LBE RT -~oJE S TM) RLAN D ~ KEN T REGIONAL LIBRARY  Miss J ne and j who has 
been on the staff for the past year as Branch Supervi or d co- ord i nat or 
of the t wo bookmob d.Le s , left at the end of June and is n t h 'the 
London Public Libr ary. On July 1 1 Yves Roberge ret ed t o t he staff 
a s French Idbr-ar-Lan , He had been on t he staff prior t o hi att endi ng 
the Library School at t he Uni ver si t y of Montr ea l and a s t e Qci pi ent 
of t he first scholarshi p gi en by the N. B. Provincia l 0 de of the 
10 O. D. E. to a student worldng toward s his B, L. S. 0 t he staf f for 
t he summer months was Mrso Leonard leBl a e , a librari j a- d a graduate 
of St. Francis Xavie r Uni ver s i ty and t he University of . "Michigan . 
Mrs . leBlanc, who had worked in t he libr ary of St. Thomas Col l ege 
during the past year j gave valuable assistance in the Reference Room. 
(Information about t he new library building in a fut ure Bullet i n ) . 

- NOVA SCOTIA - Included in the arts r epr e sent ed i n the Ch I dr en vB 
Program at the N. S. Festival of the Arts 9 Aug. 11-14, 1961 j were 
those of reading and story-telling. The Children's Readi ng ent 
was sponsored thi s year by the N. So Provincial Library with Shirley 
Coulter , Supervisor of School Lfbrar-Ie s , in char-ge , Chi l dren and 
i nt er e st ed pa r-errts were able to browse through two book di pl ays
Tales for Telling, a collection of folk tales and legends f r om around 
t he world, and Fr2m the Pages of t he Past 9 historical f i ct ion from 
Canada and the U. S. cent r ed ar ound a map of the Land of Ev-angeline. 
Here children found a cool spot to r e st from the more stren ous 
activities of the Festival program and story tellers wer e a ll hand 
fr om 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. to read or t el l stories whe never a group of 
chi l dr en gathered . On Sunday, Aug. 13 , Miss Kay Currie j Ha i f ax 
Memorial Library, appear ed in Indian costume to tell s ome l egends 
of the Micmacs. The stories were adapted by Kay Hill , Halifax 9 and 
were part of the CBC Television se r ies :li Indi an legends. 'r ne children, 
about 60 of them, were thrilled to meet "Nawadaha" in per on and to 
have her autograph copi e s of "Micmac Tal k" provided by t he CBC. 
Copies of CLA book list s and bookmarks were given to i nt erested adults 
(who also enjqyed the st oryi el l i ng) 0 • 

- NOVA SCOTIA - A Province of N. S. Scholarship has been awarded to 
Mrs . Joanne Morris , Dar-tmouth, who is studyi ng at the McGi l l Li br ary 
School this year. 
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..	 COWHESTER...EAST RANTS REGI ONAL LIBRARY - Mil'''? (h"eta Rose ~ who 
has been d oing c dren o~ Libr-ary work in liYY I Ma~ <Y o 5> has been 
appointed libr a r ian of he ab ove l i b r a ry 0 Mi"l !"i RO:'1e i ~ a native 
of New Br 1.n1swick J) but gr ew up in Wolfvi l l e and w ~ educat ed 
in Nova Sc oti a o 

- HALIFAX - Be wi. hes go to Mr o and Mr~. Herman Ny l an d vh o were 
married in J ulyo Mr s o Ny l and (the former Mr:9 o e McCormick ) 
Ls chief libr arian of the Halifax Co t y Rdgiona l Libr aryo 
Mr. Nyland i new. editor of t he Ma! eaSt a r and public relat i on e 
officer for Da l h ou si e Uni 'ver. tyo 

~	 No S. PRDVINCL<\L LIBRARY '" T i e summer t wo new member s joined• the Cat a loguing Department of t i~ i br a ry 0 T ey are Mi~g 

Bertha Higgins,\> Middl e Mu squodob oi t jl last y ea rO g winne r of the 
APLA Scholarehip jI and Mi S 1'! He en He d'Ij'" J) Wind gor 9 wh o WB. !'i 

awarded one of t he No So S cho:la rehip~ la5't earo 

- DAIJIOUSJE UNIVERSI TY ~ Mr o Thomas Rees jI fo ly with the 
Documentaticm Cenbr-e, We crteI"ii Re~rve Uni ver 1'li t Y51 M:'S' been 
appointed M dieal Id.br-ar-Lan, Mis s Allison Th em. I f ormer l y 
secretary t o the Vi ce~ e sd.de rrt of Dalhousi e 51 h ~ bee appoin.. 
ted head of t he Or de r Department 0 

•	 YARMOU'IHjI No So ~ A new libr ary bui.Ldd.ng , don ated by Mre. 
Ralph Rodge .'1 and Mi~ '1 Con stan ce Ki l lam i memory of t he i r 
br-cther , I s a a c Wo Ki l lam ll will be erected duri ng the next 
year. A museum ha g been i ncl uded i n the pl a n "i ll and it i"l 
hoped that t h "l buildi ng will ~e rve as head quarte r for a 
regional l ibrary in t he near future • 

..	 HALIFAX LIBRARY ASSOCIATIoN.. The firet mee t i ng of t he season 
was held in the Red Chamber-, Province HOU38,\l where t e membe r-s 
were guest» of Miss Shirley E liott J I.egielat i ve Lbr-ar-i. an , 
Miss Alberta Lett~,\l Provinc i a Librarian I gave a brief hi~ ory 

of the Assoc ation and r e ad Lrrbere stdng item& from e r ly 
minutes and r-e c ord »,• 

- HALIFAX MEMJRIAL LIBRARY = Mi ~ Kathy Nich ol:"1 ,9 f ormerly 
ChildrenVg Librarian~ Jame ~ McConnell Memoria l Libr rY9 
Sydrey, N. S O,ll ha l! j oined t he staf f of the Child v"" Department, 
Halifax Memor i a l Li br a r,yo 

* * * * * * 
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T HE BOOKS E A WHE \-'\IE E au G 

by Hugh Maclennan 
Patron of YCBW., 961 

The book we read when we ar e young are the most i m prtant 
books we will eve r read. They . a h us f r e shly. They enter our 
mind s at a time when our mind s are a s open as the pr-a rie were 
t o the first set t l er s. They can bring the whole war d t o u s , 
and if the world t hey bring is a true one, they are .lma more 
valuable than s chool. ! 

In the old days t he fi r st books people read were near ly 
always good, be cause until a hundred y ea r s ago t he r e were 
fewer books printed and the ones available had been wri t en 
by good writers who sought to wri te stories honestly. It 
i s not so now. Chea p c omic books )) chea p literature of every 
kind is sold to young people on t he news stands for pro! t 
and for no other pur pose . They are che ap and they a r e everywher e ; 
t hey appear t o be bar ga "ns . But t hey a r e not. It i s n o be t t er 
a bargain to read . rash at a cheap price than to e at bad food 
because it cost s le s s t han good f ood . What you read be c ome s 
a part of yours e l f , e spe cia l ly when y ou are young. It st y s 
with you as long a s y ou l i v e . 

Nobody can ever measure wha t r eadi ng can do to a man who 
starts young enough. A hundr ed and t hir t y -ni ne yea r ago a child 
called Heinrich Schliemann wa s born i n Germany. When he w s a 
little bqy he read, i n t r an s l ation , t wo of the great e st fft or i e s 
ever written, Homervs Iliad and Qdy s s gY.. Later he l earned Greek, 
and could recite every verse of t hese great poems by he art. 
He made a f'or-t une in busine s s . He ret:m-ed from bus! e at the 
age of forty-one and dedicated t he rest of his lif e a disc ove r i ng 
the site of the anci ent Tr ay . He n ot only discovered T.L an he 
also discovered t he l os t ci t i e s of ~cenae and Tir,yn. He did 
more than that g he fotmded the science of archaeology)) whi ch has 
unearthed and de s cribed ci vilizations which lived and di ed lang 
before the Trojan Wars were fought. 

Our own Gabrie Ll.e Ray , one of t he fine st write r s anada 
ever produced, wa s b orn a s a p oor gi r l on the Mani t oba pr irie . 
But her father had a colle ct i on of t he works of Ba a~ i n h i 
attic, and the young Gabr ielle spent hours alone wit h th unt i l 
she had vread them all. I, too, wi l l be a writer, " he t h ought . 
III, too, will see Pari s one day. !i 



Not only did she be orne a wrlt.e r and seePari ~ ~ he be came the first 
writer not a c t i zen of Fr-ance t o be awarded th Prix Femtna for 
services to French l i t erat ure . 

But ~ im11ar examp'Ie s are !'fa nume r-ous t her e i~ no _eed to 
repeat them. Our first book!'!s if t hey are good jl are more than 
b coks , They are vi:cdon r;. Moreover jl they are pr i t.e vi~i on !'J ~ 

a~ a moving picture or a telev1~ion 1'lhow can n ot be. And for a 
simple rea soon. No mat ter how famous or great a wr iter may be s 

•
 

r in hi"! book he talks ju~ to one other per-son be si de s himself.
 
He shares his st ory, his vi gion~ his excd.temerrt , w t h ju~t one
 
other person. It makes no difference if milli on s d his book.
 
Each one of those million~,I) whi le reading a nd later while remember

ing~ has been alone with the writer,l) and he with t hem. 

For these reasons and for many others, I am h onoured to 
be patron of Young Canada'S' Book Week this year. I am only 
am writer out of marw others in the world~ but I can ~ay 

with all of them that if I had not read books when I wa s young, 
I would never ha ve written any when I waS' older. Indeed I do not 
know who I would be now without books , for the good one s I read 
are as much a part of me now as my own bones and cell ti s ~ue ~ . 

-88..
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